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NOT 

Manchester College, York. 

The annual meeting of the trustees 
of this institution will he held in 
Cross Street Chapel Rooms, Man- 
chester, on Thursday, the 15th of 
March next, at eleven .o'clock in the 
forenoon. 

Manchester, Feb. 18, 1832. 



Widows* Fund Anniversary. 

The Rev. Eustace Carey, late of 
Calcutta, is expected to preach the 
annual sermon for the relief of the 
necessitous widows and children of 
Protestant Dissenting Ministers, on 
Wednesday, the 1 1th of April next, 
at the Rev. J. E. Giles', Salters 9 Hall 
Chapel t Cannon* Street. Service to 
begin at 12 o'clock at noon precisely. 
The subscribers and friends to the 
society will dine together on the same 
day, at the Albion Tavern, Aldersgate 
Street. 



The Fast. 

We insert the following document 
for the guidance and benefit of all 
whom it may concern. A corre- 
spondent inquires of us, what the 
Unitarian ministers of London intend 
to do? We can only say that they 
have no common plan of operation ;— 
some will preach, some not. The opi- 
nions of the Editor may he seen in the 



CES. 

Monthly Repository. Of course, lie 
only speaks for himself. On this day, 
as on other days, let not him that eat- 
eth not, despise him that eateth ; and 
let not him that eateth despise him 
that eateth not. 

A Proclamation for a General Fast. 

William, R. 
We, taking into our most serious 
consideration the dangers with which 
this country is threatened by the pro- 
gress of a grievous disease, heretofore 
unknown in these islands, have re- 
solved, and do, by and with the advice 
of our Privy Council, hereby com- 
mand that a public day of fasting and 
humiliation be observed throughout 
those parts of the united kingdom 
called England and Ireland, on Wed- 
nesday, the 21st day of March next 
ensuing, that so both we and our 
people may humble ourselves before 
Almighty God, in order to obtain 
pardon of our sins, and, in the most 
devout and solemn manner, send up 
our prayers and supplications to the Di- 
vine Majesty for averting those heavy 
judgments which our manifold pro- 
vocations have most justly deserved ; 
and particularly beseeching God to 
remove from us that grievous disease 
with which several places in the king- 
dom are at this time visited : and we 
do strictly charge and command, that 
the said public fast be reverently and 
devoutly observed by all our loving 
subject* in England and Ireland, as 
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they tender the favour of Almighty spirit of mysticism, by English me- 
God, and would avoid his wrath and thodistical influence, and English 
indignation, and upon pain of such money. Now, the great cause of our 
punishment as may be justly inflicted embarrassment is, that when any see- 
on all such as contemn and neglect tarian and fanatical measure is taken 
the performance of so religious and in any church by a minister pretended 
necessary a duty : and for the better orthodox, we have not, in our actual 
and more orderly solemnizing the organization, any authority competent 
same, we have given directions to the to decide the question, and remove 
Most Reverend the Archbishop, and the disorder. The great majority of 
the Right Reverend the Bishops of our ministers and leading men are 
England and Ireland, to compose a certainly not inclined to methodism, 
form of prayer suitable to this occa- and are, without the least doubt, ad- 
sion, to be used in all churches, cha- verse to any sectarian fanaticism, 
pels, and places of public worship, But the existing law, under which our 
and to take care that the same be churches are now regulated by go- 
timely dispersed throughout their re- vernment, and which was framed by 
spective dioceses. Napoleon, provides no adequate re- 
Given at our Court at St. James's, medy for sectarian quarrels and 
this 6th day of February, 1832, and in schisms of doctrine ; and, on the 
the second year of our reign. other hand, the strict rule of the 
God save the King. complete independence of eaoh con- 
. gregation would not agree, as I 

FRANCE Wil1 8n ° W y ° U anotlier time » 

the present state of our churches and 

Letters from a French Correspondent 0 f France. A few examples of cu- 

No. I. rious divisions in our churches will 

Paris, Jan. 25th, 1832. — Our Pro- show more clearly than reasonings 

testant Church of France is now what I mean : they are derived from 

placed in a very singular situation, the history of the Monod family, which 

which has much perplexed its best is now placed in this strange situa- 

and most pious friends. In general, tion, that the father, pastor at Paris, 

there has oeen a decided increase in — a man of much scientific and reli- 

numbers, in zeal, and in regular at- gious worth, and at least an Arian, 

tendance on religious worship; but, for has three sons t who are all imbued 

some years past, sectarian spirit has with something very much like a 

been abroad in France. Almost every methodist and exclusive spirit. The 

congregation in our land is divided eldest M. Monod, pasteur adjoint in 

into two parties — the Methodistical Paris, refused positively to consecrate 

and the Liberal. Each fraction has its a young minister, M. Grawitz, now 

representative in a minister of each of pastor at Montpellier (where he is 

these respective opinions. For ex- extremely liked, and esteemed for 

ample, — in Paris we have, on the li-. character and talent), because M. G. 

beral side, the old president Marron, would not declare his belief in the 

M. Monod, senior, M. A. Conuerel, orthodox idea of original sin ; but 

pastors ; and on the other side, M. very soon after, twenty-six pastors of 

Juillerat, and Monod, junior. This the circuit of Montpellier received 

is the state of things in the Calvknist M. Grawitz, on his simple declaration 

Church of Paris ; whereas, in the of his belief in the divinity of the 

Lutheran Church, the three ministers, Revelation contained in the Gospel of 

Boissard, Goepp, and Cuvier (cousin Jesus Christ, which is the only con* 

of the celebrated naturalist), are all fession of faith which our liberal party 

liberals in religion. This division is will consent to subscribe. The case 

almost everywhere increased by the of M. A. Monod, pastor at Lyons, 



Digitized by Google 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 



19 



one of our most important churches, 
is much more remarkable. This young 
minister is a man of great eloquence ; 
but, unhappily, he has adopted the 
orthodox creed to its utmost extent 
Never had the church of Lyons re- 
sounded with accents of such method- 
ism as he preached. He began by 
declaring to his colleague, M. Mar- 
tin, a man of the most amiable piety 
and zeal, that he was not a Christian. 
He almost excommunicated the whole 
church, to the utmost surprise of the 
flock, who had never witnessed so 
bitter a spirit in its minister. He 
told them, that the devil in person 
had often mounted that pulpit. The 
consistory (composed of twelve elders) 
assembled ; and, after vainly trying 
every possible measure of concilia- 
tion, unanimously suspended M. 
Monod from the exercise of every 
pastoral function in their church. 
This fanatical man, even after this 
vote, and in spite of the congregation, 
entered the church on a Sunday, said 
he would preach, and did preach. The 
next time, the doors were closed on 
him, and since that time he exercises 
his functions no longer. But still he 
is only suspended, and not removed. 
Nobody could be named in his stead. 
The consistory of Lyons has been 
labouring for more than a year to 
decide government (who did confirm 
the suspension) to change this last 
measure into dismissal and complete 
removal from the church {destitution). 
Our council of state, with whom now, 
by our ridiculous laws, the matter 
rests, is in a state of great embarrass- 
ment ; these worthies deciding be- 
tween Calvinism and liberalism in 
religious matters, is a most curious 
sight — there are not two on the score 
who know what high Calvinism is. 
I have, however, heard lately that the 
royal council is determined to dismiss 
M. A. Monod. Such are the un- 
happy proceedings that result from 
what your Methodists call an awaken- 
ing in our French churches. Soon 
after the affair of Lyons, M. A. 
Monod came here, and was hailed by 



his party as a martyr. M. Juillerat, 

of the same persuasion, made him 
preach in his stead. He gave us a 
sermon on. absolute predestination, 
worthy of Calvin himself. Our dea- 
cons petitioned the consistory, com- 
plaining of M. Juillerat's conduct; 
on which the consistory resolved, 
some days ago, that henceforth no 
pastor of the Church of Paris should 
open the pulpit to any minister -sus- 
pended by another consistory; — this 
regulation has been generally ap- 
proved. We have now a very im- 
portant question before the consistory 
of Paris. Government having created 
a new place of pastor in the capital, 
thirty deacons, on a number of thirty- 
nine, have petitioned the consistory 
against appointing to this place any 
minister of a Methodist colour. I 
will tell you the result, and give you 
some exact details on the progress of 
Unitarian principles in France. O. 



From an English Correspondent in 
Paris. 

PERSECUTION OF THE SAINT SIMONIANS 

The meetings of the St. Simonians 
have been interrupted by the govern- 
ment. Last Sunday, the 22d Jan., the 
officers of police dismissed the assem- 
blage, and took into custody the Pere 
supreme, Enfantin, and the chief of 
worship, Olinde Rodrigues. They arc 
detained in prison 9 " on three charges, 
" for professing publicly doctrines 
injurious to the public morals " for 
having committed acts of fraud in 
obtaining money and " for assem- 
bling more than twenty to discuss 
political and religious subjects, with- 
out a license." 

On the same day was a review of 
several regiments, it is said, under the 
apprehension of a resistance on the 
part of the people, but all went off 
quietly. 

The Catholic French Church. 
I have spent much time with the 
Abbe" Chatel. He appears to be a very 

* Since liberated. 

c2 
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intelligent and is a very pleasant man, 

in the full vigour of life. He is pa- 
tronised by a considerable number of 
the members of the Assembly, some 
of the most distinguished of whom 
have united with him in delivering 
courses of lectures in his church, to 
the labouring classes. On Sunday 
next they begin a course on history, 
entirely with a moral view. He is 
joined by about forty catholic priests, 
and has societies in most of the de- 
partments. Every day brings fresh ap- 
plications to have his principles made 
known; he has possession of some 
of the catholic parish churches, but 
his priests are no where yet paid by 
the state ; he teaches that the state 
ought not to pay the priests. In a 
parish adjoining Paris, Clichy, his 
preacher was twice put out of the 
church by order of the Minister of 
Religion, and as often put in again 
by the united commune, after which 
an order came to allow him to keep 
possession. This is an important fact; 
it shows that the government recog- 
nize the right of the commune to 
chuse their own religion, and their 
own priest : we are yet to know whe- 
ther they will pay that priest It is 
now a question in agitation, whether 
the church shall be totally discon- 
nected from the state, and left to its 
own powers. The extension of the 
principles of VEglise Catholique 
Franpoise is morally certain, and they 
lead directly to proper Unitarianism. 
The Abbe* .knows that he is in a situ- 
ation at once highly important and 
extremely delicate. His reform of 
religion will doubtless advance. He 
has two sermons each Sunday, one 
- on moral subjects and one on the 
Catholic doctrines and customs, which 
he discards. He calls himself Pa- 
triarch, and Primat-coadjuteur des 
Gaules. 

Thus three powerful engines will 
be at work in the reformation of re- 
ligious thinking and religious feeling 
' in France: that of the Reformed 
Church, which will gain courage and 
speak out more plainly ; that of the 



Catholic French Church, honest, and 
firm, and plain, as far as it goes, and 
in the way to go on to perfection ; 
and that of the Unitarian Association 
of France, the least powerful, cer- 
tainly, but not the least determined 
to honour their Redeemer, by teach- 
ing the worship of Him only by whom 
he was sent. 

I. W. 



BRITISH INDIA. 
Letter from Ab. Chiniah, of Secun- 
drabad, to the Foreign Secretary 
of the Unitarian Association. 

August \2th y 1831. 
I received your kind letter dated 
the 5th February, in answer to the 
one I sent you dated 8th July, 1830, 
since which I have sent you two, one 
in November and another in April, 
which I trust have reached you safe 
by this time, and that the contents will 
meet your kind approbation ; particu- 
larly, respecting the young man of 
whom I made mention, (the son of 
Mr. William Roberts, Theophilus,) 
who still continues with us here, going 
on with his duties as a most useful 
member. 

I further beg to state, that since 
his arrival we continue service regu- 
larly every Sunday morning, after 
which a sermon, or a portion of the 
scriptures, is read and expounded by 
him, and afterwards we discourse with 
each other, and with such strangers 
as may attend, (as there are some 
that generally do,) and when oppor- 
tunities do occur he is always in rea- 
diness to discourse with pleasure in 
English, both with Europeans and 
country boms, which is of great be- 
nefit to the Christian cause ; of these 
are some that do acknowledge to 
the truth, but are rather loath to 
come forward, for motives you may 
be aware of. I and my friend Theo- 
philus proposed to some of those to 
meet on Sunday evenings, for the 
purpose of having a religious conver- 
sation ; it has not taken any effect as 
yet, but we are in great hopes it will, 
as I know some of the soldiery ate very 
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much disposed to do so, and some 
of the most respectable of them. 

My sister's son, Joseph Wilson, is 
still going on with his studies at Ma- 
labar, and English, as it is my wish 
to see him become useful to the so- 
ciety. 

The school is going on very well ; 
we have now twenty-five children 
attending, six left it, two of which 
have finished their learning, the others 
being grown up are put to business. 

I also beg to acquaint you that a 
committee, of a president and three 
members, is regularly held on the 
10th of each month, to examine and 
reuort on the school ; examining the 
scnolars both in reading and writing, 
&c. as also examining the books, &c. 
belonging to the society. 

In my former correspondence of 
November, I mentioned to you the 
widow and orphan of my deceased 
friend, Appavoo, the schoolmaster: 
she is still here, and in hopes of your 
goodness doing something for her. 

The deceased was a good and re- 
spectable member of the society, and 
we certainly deplore his loss as such ; 
as by this time, if he had lived, the 
uociety at this station would have been 
in a very prosperous state. 

I am extremely thankful for the 
trouble you take in inquiring after 
my health ; I have to say that, through 
the blessing of Providence, I am much 
recovered and am enabled to be useful 
to the society. 

I therefore refer these my humble 
sentiments to your judicious consider- 
ation, and for your superior judg- 
ment. 

I have nothing further to add at 
present. My friend Theophilus and 
all the brethren, with myself, join in 
presenting our humble thanks, and 
Balute the respectable English Uni- 
tarians as our benefactors, and up- 
holders of pure Christianity. 

Respected Sir, I remain your most 
obliged and dutiful servant, 

A. Chiniah. 

1«/ Mafia* JrtUkrg H^jntai, 
Conicopty. 



N.B. — I beg you will inform me 
whether Ramon Roy (Brahmin) from 
Calcutta has arrived in England, as 
he set sail on November last for it ; 
hoping he has had a pleasant and safe 
arrival, A. C. 



Extracts from the Correspondence of 
Wm. Roberts of Madras. 

4 Anantachary's pamphlet contains 
no arguments that affect Unita- 
rian Christianity, yet no doubt but 
the gentlemen's Gooroos thought 
that they can annoy me and divert 
me from the course of my duty by it. 
I was not prepared to answer the 
pamphlet in English, yet I thought I 
will do my best and show it to my 
respected friend here, and if he should 
think unfit to publish it, I will be 
silent, and so I began to draw up my 
answer. While I was doing this, my 
respected friend himself wrote a 44 Me- 
morandum" on the subject of Anan- 
tachary's pamphlet, which I have 
printed in March last. When my an- 
swer was written and shown to my 
friend, he having approved it, kindly 
promised to correct my English 
wherever it was necessary. I have 
accordingly began to print my answer ; 
it is now going through the press ; 
56 pages are already printed, I think 
there will be yet 20 pages more. 

4 My tract 44 On the Impersonality 
of the Holy Ghost," and my answer to 
the Madras Religious Tract Society's 
tract No. 40, on the same subject, is 
printed ; another small tract also is 
printed, 44 On the Christian Redemp- 
tion," being a translation from the 
English of Omicron. A parcel con- 
taining copies of the above tracts and 
Memorandum will be sent to you by 
my friend in this month. 

4 My son, Theophilus, continues at 
Secundrabad ; about two months ago 
be got married. I have had a letter 
from A. Chiniah in last month, with a 
letter to you, which I have forwarded. 
I have in this month received a letter 
from Theophilus, wherein he says they 
are all well at Secundrabad. 

4 1 have received in last month a 
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letter from Robert Macdonald at 
Moelmyne, by which I understand 
that he has been to Calcutta and seen 
Rev. Mr. Adams, and another gentle- 
man, Mr. G. H. Hough, and has 
given an account of his history at 
Moelmyne, and having received books 
from them returned again, and he 
is now bearing his humble testimony 
to the truth among the Burmese. We 
are all pretty well, and all things go 
on as usual. 

* Madras j Pursewaukum, 
4 Uth June, 1831.' 



4 On the 21st of last month I have 
received two letters of yours, the one 
dated 7th December, 1830, the other 
5th February, this year. In them the 
receipt of my letters of the 25th June 
and 22d of September, of my friends 
having placed my son Joseph under 
the care of the Rev. J. R. Beard of 
Manchester, of the receipt of my 
works sent by Joseph, &c. are men- 
tioned. Joseph has written to me of 
his having been very kindly received 
by all my friends ; I trust that by the 
Committee's kind attention to his 
education, he will be made a useful 
instrument under their direction in 
this country. 

4 By July this year, my printing 
expenses ' unavoidably exceeded be- 
yond what is allotted for that purpose, 
and I thought I shall not be able to 
do any thing more this year. My 
American friends' 50/. set me to work 
again ; accordingly, the remainder of 
my Verse and Prose against heathen- 
ism, I am getting printed. 

* In the month of January this 
year, I have had one very severe at- 
tack of asthma. The doctor advised me 
not to exert myself so much in writ- 
ing as usual ; accordingly from that 
time, I have had a friend to write my 
English letters, &c. In course of th« 
day I generally sit for hours in my 
swinging cot, and sometimes lie down 
keep swinging : in this state I read, 
converse with my friends, dictate 
what I wish to write, and sometimes 
hear the school-boys lessons ; by this 
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means I find my complaint is neither 
severe, nor so often. If I had a 
person to write my Tamil dictations 
also, I would be still better, but the 
expenses of these will be more than 
I can afford. 

* I have been subject to asthma 
more than thirty years, and had re- 
course to many remedies, but I don't 
think any thing can equalize to a 
swinging cot. So, thanks be to God, 
I and my friends are pretty well. 

* Madras, Pursewaukum, 

• 27th August, 1831.' 



FROM THE SAME. 

To the Reverend Joseph Tuckerman, 
of Boston, U. S. 

* Reverend Sir, — Your very affec- 
tionate letter, dated 29th of March, 
came to my hands on the 15th of this 

0 

month, which seems to have been too 
long in its coming. 

* I have been acquainted with your 
name through the Rev. Mr. Adam's 
memoir, and some of your Quarterly 
Reports to the American Unitarian 
Association, which were sent to me 
with some tracts and fifty dollars, by 
the Rev. Mr. Ezra S. Gannett, about 
three years ago. The 50/. mentioned 
in your letter, was forwarded to me 
by my English Unitarian friends, and 
I have received it here in the begin- 
ning of this month ; and I beg to 
return my grateful thanks for the same 
to your Association. I shall use them 
agreeable to the wish of the benevo- 
lent donors ; — particulars of the dis- 
bursements will be given in my re- 
gular accounts to Dr. Bo wring. 

4 The letter that you have sent with 
mine to Abraham Chiniah, I have 
forwarded to him in mine of the 16th 
instant, and acquainted him of the 
money I have received from you 
withal. I told him, that should he 
require a portion from it, I shall send 
him, if he will inform me the parti- 
cular object to which it is required. 

4 I am now come to answer your 
queries, which are as follows 

* We should be glad to learn, of 
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how many your congregation con* 
sists ? How many Unitarian Chris- 
tians do you think there are in Ma- 
dras? What are their characters? 
How are they estimated by those 
around them ? Are they educating 
their children as Christians ? Have 
they any earnestness in religion ? 
What is the state ofChiniah's congre- 
gation ? How many children are there 
m your schools, and what are they 
taught ? How many tracts have you 
published ? How far have you reason 
to believe that they have been useful? 

* To the first six queries I beg to 
refer you to the inclosed list* : — 

* Those families over which I have 
marked an asterisk in the list, though 
humbly circumstanced in life, yet are 
of respectable character ; though the 
employments of men are low, and 
their earnings do not exceed' from 
ten to fourteen rupees a month, yet 
they are sensible men, their lives are 
exemplary. The men are all readers, 
and possess the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and most of my printed Tamil 
tracts. Some young women of our 
own growth can also read. They 
sometimes contribute their mites to 
the common purposes of the society, 
and bear their humble testimony to 
the truth among their neighbours. 
Most of the other men also can read 
their Bibles, and they all make a point 
of sending their children (especially 
the male ones) to the nearest school 
where they live : they value education 
and their religion ; but they are poor 
— their earnings are scanty. 

* We have no European or country 
born in our society fiitherto, though 
many of them do read our books, yet 
none of them have as yet openly 
declared for Unitarian faith ; others 
think' meanly, and slight us. 

4 In our school at Pursewaukum, at 
present there are four Unitarian, six 
Roman Catholic, and seventeen hea- 
then boys : the average attendance is 
from eighteen to twenty- two, and 
sometimes less. Wo teach them to 



* This will appear in a future number. 



read, write, arithmetic, catechism, 
hymns, and other tracts calculated to 
instil pure Christian principles. The 
elder boys read the Bible all in Tamil. 
Most of the heathen boys, as soon as 
they can read and write a little, are 
taken away by their parents : they are 
also often moved to other schools oc- 
casioned by their parents' removal ; 
but I think the unity, the fear and love 
of God and their neighbours, with 
other moral sentiments instilled into 
their minds, will not altogether be lost. 

* A. Chiniah's congregation at Se- 
cundrabad, according to the latest ac- 
count received from them, consists of 
eight families, five individuals, four- 
teen children. Ten of the men can 
read : the children are put in Chi- 
niah's school. The education is much 
the same as it is at our school at 
Pursewaukum. Seven of the men are 
Sepoys, one is a Tendal, the rest are 
gentlemen's servants. To these, three 
families, and my eldest son, Theo- 
philus Roberts, who also is now mar- 
ried, have joined them. The object 
of my sending my son there, was to 
assist Chiniah in the ministry. 

Catalogue of Tracts, in Tamil* 

1. Sermon on Isaiah, chapter 45, verse 22. 
Printed in 1819. 

2. A Disooure, occasioned by the Cholera 
Morbus, with twenty-two Questions to the 
Worshippers of Three Moorthies. 1820. 

3. Questions to the Trinitarians, with two 
Dialogues, translated from the Christian 
Reformer. 1822. 

4. Liturgy, with the Reformed Catechism, 
and some Hymns. 1822. 

5. Collections of the Texts containing the 
principal doctrines and duties of Religion. 
1822. 

6. The Faith and Worship of the Scripture 
contrasted with the Faith and Worship 
of the Church of England. 1823. 

7. Dialogue between an Idolist and a Wor- 
shipper of God ; to which are added a 
Brief History of the Corruption* of Chris- 
tianity, with its Reformation; Ramrao- 
hun Roy's Unitarianism ; and a List of 
mistranslations and false readings of the 
Scripture. 1824. 

8. One hundred and nineteen Questions 
to the Catholics. 1824. 

9. An Exposition of Indian Mythology; 
the ten Avathars (or Incarnations of 
Vishnoo) are discussed, and shown that 
they are corruptions of the Sacred History; 
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to which are added a Brief History of the 

Bible; further account of Unitarianism 
in Calcutta. 1825. 

10. Miscellaneous Poetry, printed hy the 
Madras Unitarian Society. 1825. 

11. Corruptions of Christianity, in verse and 
prose j the first part addressed to Protes- 
tants. 1828. 

12. Ditto, second part; addressed to Roman 
Catholics. 1828. 

13. The Rise and Progress of Unitarian 
Christianity at Madras. 1828. 

14. Practical Instruction for Youth to 
which are added Moral Precepts, Religious 
Maxims, and Hymns, translated from 
English. 1829. 

15. Letters to Abraham Chiniah and his 
friends, in defence of Unitarian Chris- 
tianity ; occasioned by Vathanaiga Shas- 
tree's Epistle to the Christian and Hea- 
then inquirers at Secunderabad. 1829. 

16. An Answer to the Question "Why do 
vou go to the Unitarian Chapel ?" with a 
Tamil translation in the opposite pages. 
1830. 

17. The Unitarian's Appeal; with the Texts 
quoted at length: translated from Eng- 
lish. 1830. 

18. Arguments in verse and prose. First 
part, against the worship of Siva, Vishnoo, 
and other gods and goddesses of the Hin- 
doos; proving that they were men and wo- 
men of ancient times ; their worship is 
not the worship of the Creator of the Uni- 
verse ; and also proving from Koral and 

' other ancient books, that the ancient H i n- 
doos were worshippers of one God only. 
Second part, On the Incarnations, and 
Exploits of Vishnoo, and the Exploits of 
Siva. 1830. 

19. Answer to a Tract published by the 
Madras Religious Tract Society, No. 36, 
entitled, Illustrations of Christ's Divinity. 
1830. 

20. One hundred Scriptural Arguments for 
the Unitarian Faith, with a Tamil trans- 
la t ion in opposite pages. 1 830. 

21. Impersonality of the Holy Ghost; in 
which a full answer is added to the Tract 
published by the Madras Religious Tract 
Society, No. 40, entitled On the Nature 
of the Holy Ghost. 1831. 

22. Memorandum addressed to Mr. W. 
Roberts, 011 Anantachary's Pamphlet. 
1831. » 

23. On Christian Redemption, by Onucron ; 
translated from English. 1831. 

24. Anantacbary Answered ; or, Unita- 
rian Christianity Vindicated against the 
attacks of the Gentlemen's Gooroos, in a 
tract entitled, " Some additional Reasons, 
in Answer to the Question, Why do yon 
go to the (so called) Unitarian Chapel?" 
To which is added, a List of False Read- 
ings and Mistranslations of the Scriptures. 
1831. 



* These tracts, though generally 
given gratis, are in wide circulation. 
By them my brethren are much con- 
firmed in their Unitarian Christianity. 
These tracts explain also what the 
corruptions of Christianity are, and 
what heathenism is, and how they are 
to be answered. 

1 Tanjore Vedanaiga Shastree's Epis- 
tle to the inquirers at Secundra- 
bad, which occasioned my letters to 
Abraham Chiniah in the above list 
No. 15; the Madras Religious Tract 
Society's tract Nos. 36 and 40, to 
which I have made answer in the 
above Nos. 19 and 21, and Anan- 
tachary's pamphlet in English, to 
which I have made answer in my 
above tract No. 24, show that my 
tracts do excite inquiry among the 
European and Native Trinitarians, be- 
fore the above-mentioned four tracts; 
the Missionary gentlemen used to say, 
with respect to my tracts, that they 
are written by an unlearned man, and 
that it was not worth their while to 
criticise them ; accordingly, neither 
Vedanaiga Shastree of Tanjore, nor 
the Madras Religious Tract Society, 
nor the Rev. Gentleman that perso- 
nated Anantacbary, have controverted 
any of my works ; they all went upon 
different plans to defend the doctrine of 
the Trinity, Divinity of Christ, Deity of 
the Holy Ghost, and confute Uni- 
tarianism, and I met them on their 
own ground ; now the report is, that 
the Missionary gentlemen say that 
they came to this country to propa- 
gate Christianity, but not to answer 
the controversies of those who deny 
the fundamental articles of their faith. 

* When I became first acquainted 
of the Unity of God, and Messiah- 
ship of Jesus, by my reading and 
thinking, I concluded tnat before these 
sublime doctrines, heathenism and 
Trinitarianism must fall, but I was 
not aware with the human mind and 
its riveted prejudices. I thought that 
sublime truths will make quick pro- 
gress ; however, in this, 1 was mis- 
taken: my disadvantages were too 
many, yet my endeavour to propa- 
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gate the truth was not altogether in 
vain : now, by the favour and support 
of my European friends, Unitarian 
Christianity, through my humble 
publications in my own language, I 
think stands unassailable, but able 
heads, men capable of writing books, 
answering controversies, correspond- 
ing with my English and American 
friends, new publications in various 
forms, schools and learning must in- 
crease ; and Unitarians must become 
a numerous, respectable, and conspi- 
cuous body, before general inquiry 
can be excited in our countrymen, 
who are deeply immersed in heathen- 
ish superstitions. Now from whence 
are we to look for all these blessings, 
but from those and their descendants 
who have already been the means of 
opening our intellectual eyes, by their 
indefatigable labour and benevolent 
aid ? We are beholden to you for the 
light we have received, and for its 
present preservation, and for the hope 
of its future spread in our country. 
Without your sending out Mission- 
aries, or taking and educating some 
of our youths from time to time, 
sending and supporting them as your 
Missionaries, truth cannot make 
speedy progress. Let these my state- 
ment be before the friends of truth, 
and let them act as their superior 
knowledge and wisdom will suggest 
them, for the glory of God, and good 
of mankind. 

* You know that I receive from 
my English Unitarian friends 100/. 
sterling per annum, and my brethren 
at Madras subscribe trifling towards 
the school ; but as several of them 
remove from Madras to other places, 
and others sometimes gets out of situ- 
ation, their pay is irregular, and I 
cannot depend upon them. Out of the 
1002. abovementioned, 60/. is appro- 
priated to myself, and the surplus 40/. 
gives at present 466 rupees : out of 
this — monthly payment to my cate- 
chist, 5 rupees, which is hardly 
sufficient for him : school-master 7 
rupees: Marriapah, 2 rupees, which 



amounts to Madras rupees 163 in 

the year : the remainder, 298 rupees, 
is appropriated to the printing of 
tracts, binding of books for the 
school, &c, repairing the chapel, and 
other pecuniary aid towards charitable 
purposes. 

' Hitherto I have not been able to 
employ any regular assistant teachers ; 
as the horror and disgust which Uni- 
tarianism excites at its first hearing, 
seems now somewhat a little abated 
through the circulation of so many 
English Unitarian and my Tamil 
tracts, it is time, I think, that we 
should send out some to preach our 
views of the Gospel ; for this purpose, 
if I am enabled to employ to preach 
in Tamil two or three young men 
that are pretty well qualified for the 
business, it would be stirring up our 
light, and it will be a consolation to 
me in the evening of my life. To 
make such men tolerably comfortable 
so as to devote their time to the 
missionary duties, I must have 10 to 
1 4 rupees each per month ; if their 
usefulness becomes interesting, they 
would have to plead to add a few 
rupees more. To this purpose I 
have in view our Pursewaukum 
schoolmaster David Savery Mootoo, 
who now has been under my tuition 
more than six years, and is free from 
vice, also endeavours to learn English, 
and another young man of our school. 
I earnestly beg to draw the attention 
of our friends and well-wishers to 
this laudable object. 

* The confidence placed in me by 
the friends of truth is great, but 1 
trust that the great Being, who 
through his good providence pro- 
cured me their inestimable friendship, 
and who has hitherto guided me, will 
still guide me in the path of duty; and 
when the time for reckoning comes, 
that they and all others who have 
contributed towards our being en- 
lightened and brought to happiness, 
may rejoice over us, and we in them. 
May, by His blessing, your benevo- 
lent Association, and the means of 
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doing good, increase abundantly, is 
tfce prayer of, 

' Reverend Sir, 
* Your humble and obedient servant, 
* (signed) William Roberts. 
1 Madras, Pursewaukum, 
'21th August, 1831. ' 

CEMETERY AT MOUNT AUBURN, 
NEAR BOSTON. 

This place was consecrated as a 
place of sepulture, on Saturday the 
24th of October, by solemn and ap- 
propriate services. 

The following was the order of 
services at the consecration : — 

1. Instrumental music, by the Bos- 
ton band. 2. Introductory prayer, 
by the Rev. Dr. Ware. 3. Hymn, 
written by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont. 

To thee, O God, in future trust, 
Our hearts their cheerful incense burn 

For this thy word, — thou art of dust, 
And unto dust shalt thou return. 

For What were life, life's work all done, 

The hopes, joys, loves, that cling to clay. 
All, all dissolved, one by one, 

And yet life's load borne on for aye. 
Decay ! decay ! *tis stamped on all ! 

All bloom in flower and flesh shall fade; 
Ye whispering trees, when we shall fall, 

Be our long sleep beneath your shade ! 
Here to thy bosom, mother earth, 

Take back in peace, what thou hast given; 
And all that is of heavenly birth, 

O God, in peace, recall to heaven. 

4. Address, by the Hon. J. Storey. 
5. Concluding prayer, by the Rev. 
Mr. Pierpont. Music by the band. 
— Massachusetts Journal, 



HOME INTELLIGENCE. 

List of the Committee of Deputies 
appointed to protect the Civil Rights 
of the Three Denominations of Protest-" 
ant Dissenters, for the year 1832 : — 

Chairman, Henry Way mouth, Esq. 
17, Bryanston-square; Deputy-Chair- 
man, Thomas Wilson, Esq. 12, High- 
bury-place ; Treasurer, William Hale, 
Esq. Homerton. 

Mr. Serjeant Bompas, 9, King's 
Bench-walk, Temple ; William Bous- 
field, Esq. 12, St. Mary Axe ; James 
Baldwin Brown, Esq. LL.D. 3, Hare- 



court, Temple; Edward Busk, Esq. 
13, Old-square, Lincoln's-inn ; Roger 
Cunliffe, Esq. 21, Highbury-place ; E. 
Edwards, Esq. Denmark-hill ; John 
Evans, Esq. 3, Gray's-inn-square ; 
Thomas Gibson, Esq. Hanger-lane, 
Tottenham; Thomas Gillespy, Esq. 
12, Billiter-street ; Benjamin Han- 
bury, Esq. 65, Great Surrey- street, 
South wark ; William Alers Hankey, 
Esq. 7, Fenchurch-street ; Samuel 
Jackson, Esq. Dorking; Robert H. 
Marten, Esq. 9, Finch-lane ; John 
Remington Mills, Esq. 41, Tavi stock- 
square ; James Montgomery, Esq. 
Brentford; Richard Peek, Esq. 74, 
Coleman-street ; Isaac Sewcll, Esq. 
Clapton, and Salters'-hall ; Benjamin 
Shaw, Esq. 72, Cornhill ; William 
Smith, Esq. 5, Bland ford-square ; 
John Wilks, Esq. M.P. 3, Finsbury- 
square ; Thomas Wobd, Esq. 10, 
Little St. Thomas Apostle. 

Robert Winter, Secretary, 16, Bed- 
ford-row. 

%• We shall insert, next month, Mr. W. 
Smith's resignation of the office of Chair- 
man, and the resolutions of the Deputies on 
the retirement of that noble veteran in the 
cause of Dissent. 



Salfbrd Anniversary. 

The seventh anniversary of the open- 
ing of the Unitarian Meeting-house, 
Green-gate, Salford, Manchester, was 
held on the 25th and 26th of Decem- 
ber last. The Rev. H. Acton preached 
three times on the occasion. About 
120 friends assembled after the service 
on Monday morning, in the school- 
room connected with the meeting- 
house. After partaking of an excel- 
lent dinner, they were addressed by 
Richard Potter, Esq., who presided 
with great ability on the occasion — by 
the Rev. H. Acton, J. R. Beard, mi- 
nister, J. G. Robberds, J. J. Tayler, 
W. Gaskell, — May, W. Turner, jun., 
G. Lee, and by Messrs. J. E. Taylor, 
A. Hall, vice-chairman, G. Gill, P. 
Eckersley, and Thomas Potter. 

The services of the eloquent preach- 
er, and the addresses of ministers 
and friends, combined with the ami- 
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cable spirit that prevailed on all sides, 
afforded the highest gratification, and, 
we learn, conduced largely to the edi- 
iication of those who were privileged 
to be present at the religious jubilee. 
The subject of missions to the poor 
was dwelt on, both in private and at 
the dinner ; and there seems to be con- 
siderable promise that the Unitarians 
of Manchester, should they be able to 
find suitable persons, will speedily 
have in operation two of these benign 
undertakings. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
Mr. Thomas Potter, with that bene- 
volence which distinguishes him, of- 
fered to guarantee the support of an 
infant-school, in the room in which 
the company were assembled, He 
and his family have, we learn, since 
contributed munificently towards the 
object ; and there is no doubt that this 
room, as most Sunday School rooms 
might be, will soon be employed dur- 
ing the week for the benefit of the 
infant poor. 

On the Monday following, the 
school room was crowded to excess, 
by 250 children belonging to the 
Sunday School, about 100 of their 
parents, and many of the congrega- 
tion, when an address was delivered 
by the minister, — the scholars sup- 
plied with refreshment, — and prizes, 
to the number of forty, distributed to 
the most deserving. 

Congregational Tea-party, Stockton. 

The anniversary of the Unitarian 
Congregational Tea-party, at Stockton- 
on-Tees, was held in the Freemason's 
Lodge, on Thursday, December the 
29th, when the children of the Sunday- 
School, connected with the chapel, 
assembled at an early hour in the 
afternoon, and were treated with tea 
in the usual manner. 

A second tea-party, consisting of 
the members and friends of the con- 
gregation, to the number of about 100, 
afterwards sat down to partake of a 
similar repast, at the same table at 
which the children had been previously 
regaled. The Rev. C. C. Nutter hav- 
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ing been requested to act as chairman 
on the occasion, the following senti- 
ments were proposed for consideration, 
when the kindly and Christian spirit 
which breathed through the addresses 
of the several speakers were calcu- 
lated, in no small degree, to warm the 
heart with brotherly affection and 
universal philanthropy : — 

* The Congregational Tea-party, 
and may all our social meetings more 
firmly unite us in the bonds of Chris- 
tian love; Unitarianism in Stockton, 
and may the best means be adopted 
to promote its success; The chapel 
library ; The Sunday School, may the 
congregation take a lively interest in 
its welfare, and may the teachers be 
unwearied in their efforts to promote 
its success ; The young people, may 
their hearts be united, may their 
friendships be permanent, and may 
their interest in the welfare of this 
society be deepened and increased ; 
The Fellowship-fund Society, and may 
its members be united in heart, and 
sincerely devoted to the important 
ends for which it has been formed; 
Signs of the times with regard to the 
progress of Unitarianism ; Success to 
Unitarianism all the world over ; Dr. 
Priestley, and may the illustrious de- 
fenders of our cause be embalmed in 
the memory of every lover of rational 
Christianity ; Success to Unitarian 
associations throughout the world, 
and may Unitarians, as a body, be 
more firmly united, more actively zea- 
lous, and increasingly devoted to 
every 41 good word and work."' 

The speakers were Messrs. Randyll, 
Richmond, Bald, Heaviside, Fallows, 
and others. 

The meeting concluded with sing- 
ing and prayer, and the party se- 
parated, not only gratified and im- 
proved by the entertainment of the 
evening, but more firmly united in 
Christian truth, friendship, and love. 

C. C. N. 

Stockton-on-Tees, Jan. 14, 1832. 



York Sunday-School Anniversary. 
The sixth Anniversary of the Jub 



Digitized by Google 



m UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 

bergate Sunday-School was comme- then sat down to tea ; at the condu- 

morated on Tuesday, January 24th. sion of which, Mr. Maurice was called 

The business of the day commenced to the Chair; and the evening was 
at half-past two o'clock, with an Ad- devoted to the consideration of sub- 
dress to the children, by the Rev. C. jecte connected with Sunday-Schools, 
Wellbeloved, at the Chapel in St. Sa- City Missions, the Progress of Free 
viourgate, in the presence of a con- Inquiry in England, on the Continent, 
siderable number of the members of in America, &c. ; the Abolition of 
the congregation, and the parents of Colonial Slavery, and Civil and Reli- 
the children. The Address was marked gious Liberty throughout the World, 
by that plain, kind, and affectionate Several gentlemen addressed the 
tone and language which are so Meeting at considerable length ; and 
powerfully calculated to arrest the at- the company separated about ten, 
tention, and impress the hearts of the highly gratified with the rational and 
young. Towards the conclusion, the religious enjoyment of the evening. 
Rev. Gentleman addressed the parents The report of the Sunday-School 
in a forcible and impressive manner, was highly satisfactory and interest- 
exhorting them to work together with ing. Many of the children have en- 
the teachers in promoting the moral tered into voluntary subscriptions, (of 
and religious improvement of their Id. per week,) for the purchase of 
children, — by sending them regularly Bibles, Testaments, and other books, 
to school, — by feeling the solemn re- The school library has continued gra- 
sponsibility of their charge, — and by dually improving, both in its stock of 
the all-important influence of a pa- books, and in interest among the chil- 
rental example of holiness and virtue, dren and their parents ; and, through 
without which, the kindest and best its means, lessons of morality and 
efforts of others would prove fruit- religion are introduced into the cot- 
less and unavailing. Appropriate tages of the poor. Effecting, as it 
hymns were sung by the children, does, to a certain extent, the objects 
in a manner which was highly ere- of a Tract Society, it has afforded, in 
ditable to themselves, and gratify- many instances, plain and solid an- 
ing to the friends and teachers, a swers to the objections of gainsayers, 
few of whom kindly devote one and the misrepresentations of prejudice, 
evening in the week to the children's A 4 Scholars' Benefit Society ' was 
instruction in this delightfully inte- established in November last. A 
resting part of religious service. A great proportion of the children have 
suitable prayer having concluded the already become Members ; and, from 
business at the Chapel, the scholars, the regularity of the payments (of 1 d. 
accompanied by their teachers and per week), and the lively interest it 
friends, proceeded to the Merchants' has excited among the parents, it is 
Hall, Fossgate, where they partook of confidently anticipated to answer the 
tea; after which, several prizes, con- objects contemplated by its promoters, 
sistingof Bibles, Testaments, Wood's We think that Sunday-School Clubs 
Bible Stories, &c., were distributed by are eminently calculated to inculcate 
the Rev. W. Hincks, among those that foresight and provident calcula- 
children who had been conspicuous for tion of consequences, the neglect of 
regularity of attendance, and general which is one of the chief causes of all 
good conduct during the past year, the miseries of the poor. By afford- 
Singing and prayer concluded this ing, too, practical lessons of economy 
part of the business about half-past and self-denial, — of kindness and be- 
five o'clock, when the children re- nevolence, at a period of life when the 
turned home to their respective friends, mind is most susceptible of impres- 

The teachers and friends, of both sions, they tend to effect the moral 

sexes, to the number of ninety-two, improvement of their members, and to 
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extend the dominion of individual and the <^<****^ t2& M 
social happinew. To 'the poor and Houaeof Commons .from Tuesday till 

the needv ' they afford pecuniary re- ^T^Sfit; 
lief, when it is the m J needed, and pwedus of theaul oft«»«eporte on 
whin they have too often none else to whom we usually rely, and fat when 
help them j they have therefore pecu- it was too late to Fo- 
liar Claims to the encouragement and Various useful remarka on top.cs con- 
support of the disciples ofHim « who nected with the concerns and prospects 
^ . . j • 1 1 of the Con<n-egation were made by 
went about doing good. ^ ^ p C„. Hornby* Collier, and Biachorf, 

v i 171 o iqio who, in proposing the health of the 

York, Feb. 9, 1832. Chairman, adverted to the estobhah- 

: ment of the Unitarian Chronicle, 

LONDON. and the conduct of the Monthly Re- 

The Anniversary of the opening pository, and thus drew forth the 
of Finsbury Unitarian Chapel statement that the sale of the Reposi- 
was celebrated on Wednesday, Fe- tory exhibits at present a rapid increase, 
bruarv 8th, by a Congregational The Rev. E. Chapman spoke very 
Dinner at the London Tavern, Bi- feelingly and impressively on the com- 
shopsgate Street. Upwards of 100 menceraent of exertions in this country 
members and friends were present, on behalf of the poor, on the plan so 
the Rev W J Fox in the Chair, well pursued by our Amencan breth- 
Expressi'ons " of friendship to the ren ; the recent appointment of Mr. 
meeting, and regret at not being able Philp as the domestic missionary of 
to ioin it had been received by the the Unitarian Association ; tnebless- 
Chairmanor Stewards from T.Paget, ings which may be anticipated in 
Esq M P, Joseph Hume, Esq., continued and extended efforts of 

J.Morrison,Esq.,M.P.,Dr.Birkbeck, this description; and the spirit in 
and others. The Rajah Rammohun which they should be contemplated 
Rov although prevented from being and supported. The Rev. E. lagart, 
at the Dinner, joined the company whose health the Chairman had ben- 
afterwards The Ministers present tated whether to give in connexion 
were Rev. Messrs. Tagart, Chapman, with the Association, to which he is 
Davison, Mardon, and S. Wood, foreign secretary or with the City 
Amongst the toasts, besides those ex- Mission, in which he has taken a lively 
nressivc of respect for various indivi- interest, adverted to the union, or rather 
duals by whosTpresence the meeting identity of the two institutions, the one 
was gratified, or to whose services growing out of the other, as a circum- 
the Congregation was indebted, were stance most pleasurable for every be- 
the following— 4 The King/— * The nevolent mind to contemplate, 
cause of Civil and Religious Liberty The Rev. D. Davison spoke with 
all the world over/— 'The people of great animation on the state of Ire- 
England : may their rights be obtained land, the progress of religious truth 
speedily, used wisely, and long enjoyed and liberty, and the impossibility of 
iSpcace and happiness/— * The pro- sustaining the ecclesiastical oppression 
ner object of all social institutions ; under which that country has so long 
the amelioration of the condition, phy- groaned. The Rev. B. Mardon was 
sical, intellectual, and moral, of the called to address the meeting as he 
poorest and most numerous class/- representative of the respectable de- 
MCitv Missions ' — 4 The Finsbury nomination to which he belongs ; and 
Unitarian Congregation/- 4 The Bri- gave utterance to the liberal sentiments 
tish ami Foreign Unitarian Associa- which belong to that character: and 
tion/ We regret that we cannot give Rammohun Roy delighted the com- 
a detailed account of the proceedings, pany by comparisons of the ^ Brahmm- 
Thepostponeinentofthett^cu^sionon u»l,tfce Mahometan, and the cnus 
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^on -7 h0, 5- 8eVera l mflueilce8 8cholars with * «™ce of plate of the 
upon i the socia condition of mankind, value of HMML ; a tribute^^noct 

Which mu8t h ™ been g^yK 

3 n ♦ anticipated in t ie remote, the feelings of both parties * g 

but important, portion of the British - F 

Empire to which he belongs, and Iiere, m SCOTLAND, 
in the great centre of legislation. The T,ie Rev - Hen ry Clarke having 

several toasts which have been men- dur,n g a visit of ten weeks, preached 

tioned were enlarged upon by the * ith P** acceptance to the Unita- 

Chairman in proposing them to the " an Con gregations of Carluke, Pais- 

meeting, by whom they were heartily le . v ' and Tillicoultry, and having also 

responded to, and the interest con- & iven re Ugious services at Lanark 
turned unabated till the lateness of the Kilmarnock, at both of which 

hour compelled a separation. P laces earnest desire has been ex- 

tu t> Tir "~7T~ . pressed for Unitarian worship the 

I he Rev. Wm. Hincks, one of the Committee of the Scottish Unitarian 

Tutors at York College, has con- Christian Association transm, cd to 

seated to preach the next Anniver- Mr. Clarke a unanimous invitation to 

sary bermon of the British and Fo- undertake the office of Unitarian Mis. 

reign Unitarian Association. sionary in Scotland. With sincere 

A selection ofUnharian publica- thaTX "nT ° UT reader8 ' 

J. has recently r^UlIZ StS. KLtn 

Association, and sent to Hnhart'a tl™» Ar 1 • • enter on 

a™, van sar - tfiszstssz 

A donation of twenty pounds has CWg " Pioneer ' 

also been gent by the same Institu- Ultra-Orthodox Report of th? P,„ 

turn to the Unitarian Association of gre., of u JZianim 

France, lately established in Paris. In the Gospel-hisC w^ead of 

ll %T the attend- demoniacs who had senTeenouJh left 

ance of French hearers on the Rev. to confess that Jesus was the Christ 

kXt ey * ?» the E "K- And those wh0 a'e mos ^dieted to 

lish Unitamn church, is increasing 8 calumny will sometimes teH tru.h 

Richard Collins, Esa of M™,,*.. *™ u K h "hen they do, they tell it in a 

ter, has consented to "become local n™T J"? ReCOrd Ne <Wr 

treasurer, for that town anTte v£?- ^.tT. 6 ^ that Unite ™™™ » 

nity, (in conjunction^ with Richard i£ " to * ^ «™ouiu» 

Potter, Esq/) of the British and' Fo- The^ ^"TfT™ contorti <™- 

reign Unitarian Association. nothin^r, ^ f^"' ? hieh has 
. nothing to do with the subject, re- 

The Rev. James Martineau has qU ' reB c ? nfinnation - We 8hou 'd °e 

accepted the situation of joint Minis- *" Te t0 lcam 8tate of our 

ter, at Paradise Street Chapel, Liver- ? W ." Ueno P ,nati <"> from the Record ; 

pool, with the Rev. John Grundy, who « *" Trm,terian historians often 

having been sole Pastor for nearly a T °" e M lnction «» confidently as 

eight years, had requested to have a \ 

Partridge was 

a Colleague, to which he had always i?J? ln defi a nce of his own contra- 
been accustomed at Manchester and ? "» We tnou g ht owt readers might 
Nottingham. J? e c « n °us to see what they said when 
the breeze of vituperation made them 

The Rev. Mr. Johns, of Manches. lorZ\t^V^ ^ the u P a P<* 
ter, on being obliged to relinauish . if - °' that Jou ™al speaks thus:— 

his school oS account of HI hea th is ^ ^/ u f e F 8a id *hat Socinianism 
haa been presented bv soma J hfc e dechne ' but of thi s, alas ! 

P esentea oy some of his we see no sufficient indication. On 
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the contrary we perceive the greatest 
activity, although in a very secret and 
unostentatious manner, displayed by 
the body. For example, they have 
printed for the use of their own deno- 
mination, a record of their achieve- 
ments during the past year, and what 
these have been we need not remind 
our readers. We see also a manifes- 
tation of their zeal in circulating the 
most insidious publications of a minor 
description all over the country. In 
aid of their cause, they are availing 
themselves of the assistance of Trans- 
atl antic Socinians. 

4 It has been observed that the 
writings of such men as Channing 
have lately begun to swarm over the 
country, and in particular tliere is one 
publication of that gifted but anti- 
christian writer, which is calculated to 
produce the most fatal results among 
the ignorant and ill instructed. 

' In the last number of the Presby- 
terian Review, it ib said, that this 
treatise, entitled, 44 Objections to Tri- 
nitarian Christianity considered," has 
been stereotyped and published in 
immense numbers, in a neat and even 
elegant form, for the small sum of 
"four-pence." It is added, "written 
expressly with the object of entrapping 
and gaining over the unwary, dis- 
tinguished by no less plausibility than 
uncandid and artful misrepresenta- 
tions ; it is without doubt one of the 
most formidable Socinian statements 
which have appeared." 

* Our Presbyterian friends in the 
North, where Socinians never found 
much favour, do not seem to share 
the same confidence about the decline 
of that heresy, which is published by 
the Ministers of the Three Denomi- 
nations, for they again remark, " Any 
one who reflects for a moment on 
the pernicious consequences of the 
diffusion of Socinian ism to the moral 
condition of mankind, will duly ap- 
preciate the importance of arresting 
the progress of so terrible a scourge." 

4 So far from considering Socinian- 
ism on the decline, we fear that, in 
an altered form, it is eating like a 
canker in the Church. 



4 It is true we do not perhaps find 
among those who have a regard for 
decency, such revolting language as 
that which abounds in the writings of 
Priestley, Belsham, and the rest of 
their school. We do not find many 
who stand forth like Jefferson, whose 
14 good sense " is extolled by the 
Westminster Review, and impiously 
denounce the Apostles as a 41 band of 
dupeB and impostors with their cory- 
phaeus Paul." Such blasphemies are 
reserved for more private opportuni- 
ties. But we are sorry to see a 
neologian leaven stealing into places 
where we should least expect to find 
it, and even intermingled with what 
is really good. We are happy to ob- 
serve, in the last number of the 
Christian Observer, some articles ex- 
posing works in which this leaven is 
contained, but we shall shortly be 
compelled to notice panegyrics upon 
the same publications abounding in 
such errors, proceeding from quarters 
where this might not nave been an- 
ticipated.' 



OBITUARY. 
We insert the following from the 
4 Christian Reformer,' because it con- 
tains a correction of an error as to 
the place of Mr. Browne's death, and 
some additional particulars concern- 
ing him. 

* Jan. 13, died suddenly in one of 
the public offices of the Bank of Eng- 
land, the Rev. Stephen Weaver 
Browne, B.A. He was a native of 
Norwich, was educated for the Church 
of England, took orders and officiated 
for some time as curate at Harleston. 
The breaking out of the French Re- 
volution had a powerful influence 
upon his mind: he quitted the Church 
and was intimately associated with 
the political reformers of his native 
city. At the peace of Amiens he 
went over to France, where he con- 
tinued to reside till the general peace. 
On his return to England he became 
temporary minister of the Unitarian 
congregation at Newport in the Isle 
of Wight ; he next became one of 
the ministers of the Old Meeting, 
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Birmingham, where he gained no sister's wife. The companion of a 
little popularity ; and in 1821, he well-educated individual must herself 
succeeded the late Dr. Lindsay as be well-educated. The disburser of 
minister of the Presbyterian con- a limited income must be prepared to 
gregatton in Monkwell Street. Here limit her own wants, and circumscribe 
he continued till the dissolution of her wishes. Though sometimes seen 
the congregation in 1824. For a in the saloons of the affluent, she 
year or two he preached occasionally must frequently be found in the dwell- 
at Essex Street Chapel, and more ings of the poor, 
statedly at York Street Chapel. He Her interment took place on the 
seems afterwards to have relinquished Saturday following her decease, on 

the ministry: he withdrew his name which occasion the Rev. James Brooks, 

from the Body of Ministers of the of Hyde, was the officiating minister. 
Three Denominations, as he did also On the day after, he delivered a most 

from the Unitarian Association. We impressive discourse to a deeply-af- 

know not that he published any fected and numerous audience, suited 

thing. There are passages of several to the solemn occasion. A strong 

of his sermons, communicated by desire was expressed, by many who 
himself and others, in the volumes heard it, that it might assume a more 

of the " Monthly Repository," Old durable form, as issuing from the 

Series.' press. The text was very appro- 

priate — 4 Lover and friend hast Thou 

Mrs. Gaskill, of Duckinfield. removed far from me. 1 
Ann, wife of the Rev. J. Gaskill, W. H. 

of Duckinfield, departed this life Duckinfield, Feb. 18. 

early on the morning of Mon- . 

day, the 6th February. She had suf- 
fered for more than a fortnight pre- Unitarian Publications. 
vious to her decease, under a violent Sermons and occasional Services 
attack of erysipelas, which baffled all selected from the Papers of the Rev. 
efforts to alleviate or remove its viru- John Hincks ; with a Memoir of the 
lence. She met her end, fully sensible Author. By J. H. Thorn, 
of its approach, with great fortitude The Claims of Unitarian Chris- 
and resignation, leaving her infant tianity to the respectful Consideration 
children and an affectionate husband, of the Reflecting Public, — Two Ser- 
her only treasures here upon earth, mons. By E. Tagart. 
for that more permanent enjoyment Bigotry Reproved, a Series of Let- 
reserved in heaven for those who love ters in Reply to the Rev. N. Arm- 
God and walk in his fear. strong. By Noah Jones. 

This event has cast a cloud over a The Rise and Establishment, in 

wide circle of relatives and friends, all twenty -five years, in the United States 

of whom most deeply sympathize in of America, of 1000 Unitarian Con- 

the loss her husband has so fatally gregations, under the designation of 

to feel, and bitterly to deplore. Pos- Christians. By Simon Clough. 
sessing, as she did, a cultivated mu- A Collection of Hymns for the Use 

sical taste, and great suavity of man- of Unitarian Christians in Public 

ners, her society was always acceptable "Worship, and in the Private Culture 

to those on whom that favour was of the Religious Affections. Bristol, 
conferred. In her domestic duties, A Rejoinder to the Rev. R. W. Ha- 

the rare assemblage of those qualities milton's Reply to a Sermon denomi- 

was combined which constitute the nated Unitarians entitled to the name 

true and essential character of a mi- of Christians. By J. Hutton, LL.D. 

* - 

Loudoa; Primed by W. Cm>w*s, SUmfcrd-tWett. 
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NOTICES. 

S| E S?? et ^ Dor8 ? t Association Biblb. I am aware that Mr. Well- 

keL InrLrF*!" 16 ^^, 411 CreW " bel0VGd haS an editi ™ « progress ; 

complete, it docs not 

pected to mJ^ « ' Z 1 G0V - 18 ™; X " the Want - il i8 t0 ° voluminous, 

LI.- • ,F h ° n the occasion - The too critical, ami too expensive Foi 
^^^^^M^. our ra P iai;.increasing P bocy we rl 

transacted at the close of it as usual. sW Practical Notes, and, from its 

ii. Whitfield. price, easily attainable. 

The annual meeting of the Southern in conTunrtfoT wilh' Dr^D'Ovle^' 

UnHanan Fund Society will be held edited a Bible for the « Societ/ for* 

T P d 1 f ridav V A P ril l 20 - The Rev. Promoting Christian Knowledge^l 

r^Lnt f° n B u r, S ht ™ has kin % tIie y chiefly selected their notls, and 

consented to preach on the occasion, issued the work, in consecutive parts 

rrn ~~. ~~ This is precisely the plan I would 

ins lh ^"^ atlonatthe great meet- propose for adoption ; it appears to 

ing Hinckley, are in want of a mi- me feasible; to render it apparently 

n L*\ mi i . so t0 others » 1 must be permitted to 

It perhaps will not be improper to enter more into detail. 

vt™ n , con g r egation is now « Let me first premise, and I bc ff 
l lluZ J' and ^ e ^ m f ns of raising you to view all my statements with 

iWoZni^ Tk bUt Capa ^ Ie ° f F ^ erence t0 the same end > that I wish 
mprovement. The parsonage- house this to be a popular book-a pioneer 

is a tolerably good one, and a good in the path of Liberal Christianity 

school-room; and I cannot but think Receive! therefore, with considerate 

JZ* Jh Ver r U ," g man m,gllt SUC - attention > ™Y desire to retain the pre- 

ceed with a school 8en t Authorised Version, except in 

Un behalf of the trustees and those passages that are admitted by 

treasurer (Mr. J. Eaglesfield.) critics of every denomination to be 

Fre p - Dawson. violations of the Original Text, such 

TTr, t? •/ nii ? 8 1 ** onn v * 7 » I am conscious 

I7 wl ** n <m iWy Aft*, j here enter upQn debatable 

fc ir ,— As a bookseller I have fre- I shall, however, only stop to remark 
quent cause to regret that the Unita- that to persons accustomed from the* 
nan r uolic do not possess a Family infancy to meet the one unvarying 
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expression in their Bibles, the sudden 
irruption of new phrases and a new 
cast of language is painfully distress- 
ing ; they view the change with dis- 
trust and suspicion ; want of opportu- 
nity, or of* leisure, prevents further 
examination — the original unfavour- 
able impression remains, becomes ri- 
veted, and that edition becomes a 
" sealed book :*' apiarov perpov — gra- 
dually undermine their belief in the 
infallibility of the translation and here- 
after perfect the work. In all cases 
of doubtful interpretation I would 
print the true reading at the foot of 
the page, and refer to Mr. Wellbe- 
loved's, or other translation, for minute 
inquiry. 

' From the stores of Biblical Il- 
lustrations that have been accumu- 
lated by commentators of every deno- 
mination, sufficient material may be 
collected to form a valuable and in- 
structive body of Illustrative Notes; 
from these I would carefully exclude 
all discussion of speculative opinions, 
give Authorities, and let the matter 
form subject for closet investigation. 

The present arbitrary division of 
verses I would carefully revise. Dis- 
jointed and broken into fragments — 
disjecta membra, indeed—as they now 
are, it is impossible for a young per- 
son to comprehend the meaning of 
many passages, and this is, I think, a 
principal cause of the indifference and 
inattention to the subject they so fre- 
quently manifest. Let each period 
form a verse, and each paragraph be so 
distinguished as evidently to require a 
lengthened pause. The numbers pre- 
fixed to the present division of verses 
should be retained to facilitate the re- 
ference from existing Concordances. 

Marginal References would be a 
most valuable addition, but they would 
add materially to the cost of printing, 
and contract the width of the page, 
thereby increasing the price and the 
hulk of the volume. 

The work should be published in 
Monthly Parts, and, if possible, com- 
pleted within a year : each part may 
contain twelve sheets, price four shil- 



lings : it may also he issued in 
Weekly Numbers at One Shilling 
each, and thus bring it within the 
reach of our less opulent brethren. 

My estimate is founded on the ex- 
pense of printing 1000 copies of each 
number in Demy Quarto : — the text 
in sm all pica, — 

[The size type in which these two 
lines are printed,] 

occupying two-thirds of the page, 
double columns, and the Notes in 
long primer, 

[This size type,] 

occupying the remaining one-third. 
I have calculated Remuneration to 
Editors, Bill-stitching and Adver- 
tising, Commission to Booksellers, 
(no mean trifle, though I say it,) and 
all the contingent items of a Periodical 
issue. I do not view it as a money- 
making project, but I do think it may 
be embarked in with reasonable hopes 
of its repaying the expenditure. For 
myself, so convinced am I that such 
a publication would essentially aid the 
progress of Unitarianism, that I will 
cheerfully subscribe Ten Pounds to its 
outfit, and engage a certain number of 
copies, — not less than twenty-five — 
indeed, rather than see you in extre- 
mis, I would raise you another Ten 
Pounds, if you will place in my pos- 
session a Quarto Bible, with good paper, 
good print, (indispensable these,) 
with notes adapted for persons indis- 
posed to critical examination — to 
people in Trade, who have little lei- 
sure for abstract inquiry — and to a 
Family of Young Persons. 

C. 

February 20, 1832. 

City Mission, 
The Editor has received, from a 
friend, for City Missions, by the Rev. 
R. Scott, 30/. ; and is happy to an- 
nounce that Mr. Philp has arrived in 
London, and will immediately com- 
mence his useful labours. His atten- 
tion will first be directed to Spitalfields 
and its neighbourhood. 
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BRITISH INDIA, MADRAS. 

that belong to the Native Unitarian Society at 
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NAMES. 



799* Murriapah and his wife 
Amoortham. 
The eldest son of the above 
David .Murriapah am] his 
wife Anna, 
j- Daniel Savery Mootooand 
his wife I'mmauy. 
1020 t Adam Veerapah and his 

wife Leah. 
1810 David Tenmvedian and his 

wife Annamay. 
1821 Manuel Vellavendrum and 
his wife Cln'luvev. 
i Daniel Pianey and his wife 
Sarah. 

1814 Samuel Teroovooloran, his 
wife lately died. 

815 $ Miguel Marrianen and hi 
wife Annamay. 
1 |J Danied Simson and his 
wife Hebeeea. 
1824 Israel Pallatan and his wife 

Rebecca. 
1828 Eugene Oliv er and his wife 
Mary Oliver. 

1815 % Amoordappen Savery 
Moo too and his sister 
Madurom. 

l810Roya])ah Abraham and his 
wife Esther. 
** Late Abraham Ramen's 
widow, Mariamah. 
1828 John Transuaand his wif ( 



1810 Late Isaac Ariaputteren's 
widow, Annaehey. 

1822 ft Nbana Mootoo Maliapen 
and his wife Viagulum. 
ff Marianen and his wife 
1815 H Benjamin Huthcutlan 
and his wife Elizabeth. 

1811 Joseph Veerasawmy, wi- 
dower. 

1821 Late Laz:iro Andiapen's 
widow, Susanna, and her 
mother-in-law. 

1805|||1 Samuel Simson and his 
wife Arokium. 

,8l,|ll ft v ST' ,na 

1822 Late Anthony Maliapah's 
widow, Mariamah. 

Individuals. 
^% Nagame, widow . . 
*** Mariamah, ditto . 
Simson Conuran, old man 



1022 
1811 
1820 
1824 



fff Solomon Vurdappen 
(cook). 
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CANADA. 
Extract of a Letter from Montreal, 
dated Nov. 27, 1831. 

' I take the opportunity of my 
friend's visit to England, to write 
you a few lines, and also to introduce 
him to you, well knowing you will 
give him every information in your 
power. He is a Unitarian, and will 
inform you as to our situation in 
Canada, our wants, wishes, fears, 
&c. I have to return you many 
thanks for the publications obtained 
for me; I have distributed them to 
the best of my power. I did not 
answer the letter received from Eng- 
land, with the books, being in expec- 
tation of something being done to- 
wards the formation of a society. We 
are now making out a list of those 
whose support can be depended upon. 
But as few are declared Unitarians, 
it is somewhat difficult to find them 
out; yet every day brings some one 
to light.' 

IRELAND. 

The Rev. J. S. Porter, late minister 
of Carter Lane, London, was settled 
as colleague with the Rev. W. Bruce, 
in the First Presbyterian Congrega- 
tion, Belfast, on Thursday, February 
2. The Rev. J. Carley, of Antrim, 
prayed and read the Scriptures; the 
Rev. W. Heron, of Ballyclare, preached 
from Prov. xxix. 25. The Rev. Dr, 
Ledlie of Lame, in the name of the 
Presbytery of Antrim, inquired whe- 
ther the congregation adhered to their 
invitation to Mr. Porter, and was 
answered on their behalf in the affir- 
mative, by J. H. Houstoun, Esq. On 
Mr. Porter's being asked, if he ad- 
hered to his acceptance of the invita- 
tion, he replied in the affirmative, and 
gave a brief outline of his views in 
accepting the pastoral office. Dr. 
Ledlie then delivered the charge to 
the pastor and congregation, and con- 
cluded the services. The meeting- 
house was crowded by persons of all 
religious denominations. 

In the afternoon, about one hun- 
dred and thirty-five individuals, Ca- 



tholics, Episcopalians, and Presbyte* 
rians, assembled at dinner, Dr. S. S. 
Thomson presiding ; having on his 
right hand, the newly-installed pastor 
of the congregation ; and, on his left, 
the Right Rev. Dr. Crolly, Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Down and Con- 
nor, and next to them, members of 
the Episcopalian Church. The meet- 
ing was one of singular interest, com- 
bining intellect with sociality, and the 
firm avowal of individual opinion, with 
fervent benevolence to all who differed. 
— Christian Pioneer, 



HOME INTELLIGENCE. 

Retirement of William Smith, Esq., 
from the Chair of the Deputies. 

At a Meeting of the Deputies from 
the several Congregations of Pro- 
testant Dissenters of the Three De- 
nominations in and within twelve 
miles of London, appointed to pro- 
tect their Civil Rights ; held at the 
King's Head Tavern, in the Poultry, 
on Friday the 27th day of January, 
1S32, Henry Waymouth, Esq., in 
the Chair : The following Address 
from William Smith, Esq., to this 
Deputation, was read : — 

To the Deputies of the Three De?to- 
minations of Protestant Dissenters. 

• Gentlemen, — After having for so 
long a period had the honour of occu- 
pying, by your repeated invitations, 
the Chair of this body, and having re- 
ceived, during many successive years, 
the most gratifying testimonies of 
your approbation, I hope that, while 
I beg to decline accepting again this 
mark of your favour, (if, indeed, the 
offer of it were intended,) I do not 
unreasonably flatter myself that my 
endeavours in our common cause have 
not been either inefficient or unaccept- 
able ; and that I shall not incur the 
charge of vanity by thus adverting to 
your kindness, and acknowledging 
the sincere pleasure which the reflec- 
tion on our past connexion affords 
me. 

' It is nearly a century since our 
predecessors made their first applica- 
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tkm to Parliament for the repeal of and thou shalt find it after many 

tlie Corporation and Test Acts, with a days." 

strong and well-founded persuasion of 4 1 have already taken one oppor- 

the justice of their cause, and were tunity of declaring my (perhaps san- 

even then supported by so many of guine) opinion, that we have not much 

the best men and wisest politicians of more of relief to ask : an alteration in 

that day, as might fairly lead them to the marriage ceremony, already more 

expect a far more speedy success, than half conceded some measure 

But though our champions were never for legalizing and giving authenticity 

deficient in character, in argument, to our registers ; — and a few regula- 

or in eloquence, — though Mr. Fox, tions by which we might be better 

in himself a host, on subsequent occa- secured against some parochial vexa- 

sions, exerted his unrivalled talents in tions, seem to me to include the larger 
our favour, — " the time was not yet portion of what we need regard with 

it behoved those on whom the task any anxiety; nor can I think but 

devolved to pursue the object with un- that such comparatively trifling incon- 

deviating perseverance, through good veniencies will disappear, almost of 

report and evil report ; which has been themselves, now that our civil and 

done till the force of reason and truth social equality is established. There 

could no longer be withstood ; anti- remains, indeed, one great change to 

quated prejudices were obliged to yield ; be looked forward to at some future 

and, after several minor victories, the day, with patient hope, when the 

strong-hold of our antagonists was country shall be convinced that the 

carried — and, by the abolition of the advantage of exacting, from all indis- 

obnoxious acts, the dissenters of Eng- criminately, the expense of supporting 

land were reinstated in those common a religious establishment, does not 

rights, of which, in times of darkness compensate for the unfairness of 

and tyranny, they had been arbitrarily taking it from those whose consciences 

and unjustly deprived. forbid them to conform. 

* But, much as we owe to the exer- * But, not to dwell on a point in 
tions of our immediate advocates, we such distant and doubtful prospect, I 
must see that to the increasing light beg to be permitted to call youratten- 
and knowledge of the times, our sue- tion. to a few objects of more imme- 
cess is chiefly due. Though our ap- diate interest. Two measures have 
plications were repeatedly rejected, lately been adopted by the general 
our cause silently advanced in gene- body, in both of which I am perfectly 
ral opinion, which, in the hour of ready to avow my active concurrence ; 
trial, burst forth in our favour with though I fear some doubts were 
unexpected and resistless force. This entertained respecting them, arising, 
progress had been observable in the in my opinion, from misconception 
facility with which the repeal of the of the objects and sources of our funds, 
statutes against impugning the doc- By far the larger part of these re- 
trine of the Trinity had been obtained ; sources arose from subscriptions ex- 
and may be again perceived in re- pressly collected to defray the ex- 
spect to another measure of the penses which might be incurred in the 
highest importance to the country, prosecution of our great design ; and 
now undergoing the most search- therefore, without in any degree im- 
ing discussion : and from hence the pugning the propriety of frequently 
greatest encouragement may be drawn applying part of them to very useful, 
to unabating perseverance in laudable though still subordinate purposes, (of 
attempts. We see the truth, as well which instances continually occur in 
as the beauty of the Scripture pre- the minutes of our proceedings,) I can 
cept— 44 Cast thy bread on the waters, scarcely imagine a more legitimate 
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or eligible disposition of a considera- 
ble portion, than in testifying our 
grateful sense of the service rendered 
us by a distinguished Member of Par- 
liament, of a noble family, itself dis- 
tinguished in the annals of rational 
liberty, who cheerfully undertook, 
ably performed, and successfully ac- 
complished for us, the primary object 
of our Institution. The mode of its 
application I thought peculiarly ap- 
propriate in itself, and fortunate in its 
consequences ; — congenial to the ser- 
vice performed, — such as could be 
accepted with honour, — which inci- 
dentally yielded opportune assistance 
to another of our highly valued friends, 
and certainly produced an effect far 
exceeding in advantage the magni- 
tude of the means employed. 

' On the vote respecting the Lon- 
don University, in which 1 was most 
specially implicated, I shall only say, 
that the practice of the two national 
universities, in requiring subscription 
to the articles of the Church, previous 
to taking degrees, not merely in divi- 
nity, but in any faculty whatsoever, 
and even in the initiatory degrees in 
arts, appears to me to be grounded 
on the identical principle, and to be 
as hostilely exclusive, as the very laws 
of which we so justly complained ; 
and therefore, that when an opportu- 
nity presented itself of obtaining a 
place of liberal education, unfettered 
by such injurious trammels, we were 
almost bound, in consistency with our 
own principles, and with the very pur- 
pose of our Institution, to embrace it, 
and give all the assistance in our 
power ; and, though accidental cir- 
cumstances may have impeded its 
immediate prosperity in that degree 
which some of its friends looked for- 
ward to with sanguine expectation, I 
am convinced that the insinuations 
which have been thrown out against 
it are unfounded, and that in this, as 
well as in many other cases, the next 
and future generations will find ample 
reason to approve and bless the work 
of their fathers. 



' One other subject remains, which, 
if it be not absolutely necessary to in- 
troduce, is yet, in my view, so im- 
portant, and so intimately connected 
with all that we hold dear, as to call 
loudly for notice. It is an old obser- 
vation, that " external pressure tends 
to cement internal union of the con- 
verse of which, I regret that any cir- 
cumstance in the history of English 
Dissenters should furnish an illustra- 
tion. It is, however, but too true, 
that scarcely were we relieved from 
the heavy hand of legal oppression, 
when " wars and rumours of wars" 
among ourselves began to arise ; 
some, even of our own brethren, 
seemed to think that differences of 
opinion on controverted points of 
theology, were sufficient grounds of 
separation, even as to the common 
intercourse of life in civil affairs. I 
will not pretend to estimate the im- 
portance of any such questions, or 
the weight of the arguments on each 
side respectively — far less to com- 
ment on the scenes recently exhibited 
at Exeter Hall, chiefly among mem- 
bers of the same establishment, and 
professing uniformity. These matters 
are not of the essence of our question : 
but I must ask, What is the whole 
foundation of the right of dissent on 
religious subjects, of every kind, and 
in every degree, but the right op 
privatb judgment, limited only by 
the conscience of the inquirer, and by 
the duty of exercising that right with 
the decent respect which the serious 
and weighty nature of the subject will 
dictate to every sincere examiner de- 
sirous only of discovering truth? If 
the law of the land may speak, how 
stands the declaration demanded of 
Dissenting Ministers and Schoolmas- 
ters ? Only that of being Protestants 
and Christians, and acknowledging 
" the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament a3 of divine authority, and 

mm) * 

containing the rules of doctrine and 
practice — conceding this all-impor- 
tant right by the clearest implication. 
But on what other grounds does Pro- 
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testantism itself stand ? And if this 
line be once overstepped, and Chris- 
tians attempt to stigmatize each other, 
on account of their differences, as 
unworthy of Christian fellowship, is 
not this, as far as lies in their power, 
inflicting punishment for opinion ? 
And with what consistency can they 
blame the Autos da Fe of Seville or 
Madrid ? I cannot, therefore, refrain 
from expressing my earnest hope that 
every member of this old and respect- 
able body, in which the several deno- 
minations of Dissenters have acted in 
cordial harmony for so long a period, 
will utterly discountenance all such 
inconsistent and uncharitable presump- 
tion. And, with the warmest wishes 
for the spread of true religion and ra- 
tional liberty, and every kind regard 
to those with whom I have been so 
long a fellow-labourer in the great 
cause, I remain, 

4 Your sincere Friend, 

* And humble Servant, 

* William Smith.' 
Blandford Square, Jan. 26, 1832. 



Resolved, 

I. That Mr. Smith be requested to 
consent that his Address, now read, 
be printed and circulated under the 
direction of the Committee. 

II. That this Meeting feel deep re- 
gret in being precluded, by the com- 
munication this day received from Mr. 
Smith, from again electing him to the 
office of Chairman ; and they cannot 
but express their sorrow, at the ter- 
mination of a connexion whiph has 
existed for twenty- seven years with 
uninterrupted and mutual satisfaction. 
They beg to express their deep sense 
of the unwearied attention which he 
has bestowed on the interests of the 
Deputation, the ability with which he 
has presided over their meetings, and 
the zeal and talent with which he has 
invariably supported the principles of 
civil and religious freedom. And, 
while they congratulate him on the 
glorious success which has crowned 
his efforts in this great cause, they 
express their hope, that an uninter- 



rupted state of health and domestic 
enjoyment will accompany him into 
private life, and thus enable him to 
spend the evening of his days in the 
grateful recollection of years employed 
in promoting the welfare and happiness 
of nis fellow-creatures. 

III. That a copy of the foregoing 
Resolutions be transmitted by the 
Chairman to Mr. Smith ; and that the 
same be printed and widely circulated. 
(Signed) Henry Waymouth, 
Chairman. 



Fast Day. 

The General Baptist Church, Wor- 
ship Street, Finsbury Square, deter- 
mined on a non-compliance with the 
government order, for the following 
reasons : — 

First, Because this church, though 
fully purposing to include in their or- 
dinary religious services a thankful 
reference to the continued favours of 
Divine Providence, and a dutiful re- 
signation to the trials it appoints, yet 
consider that an object, innocent in 
itself, becomes objectionable, when a 
compliance with it involves the recoir- 
mtion of human authority in matters 
of religion. 

And, secondly, Because this church, 
however reluctant, as such, to enter 
into political considerations, cannot 
but regard the enjoined Fast as ori- 
ginating with certain pretenders to 
evangelical superiority, who, by their 
inveterate opposition to national im- 
provement, have helped to occasion 
the ignorance, and consequent vice, 
which they would now make the ground 
of national humiliation; and repre- 
sent as a divine judgment the misery 
and disease to which their own mea- 
sures have mainly conduced. 

The two following letters appeared 
in the Times of the 21st and 22d of 
March : — 

Sir, — A report having been circu- 
lated that it was not the intention of 
the Unitarians to observe the Fast, it 
is an act of justice to the congrega- 
tion assembling in York Street, St. 
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James's Square, to record in a public 
journal, that this section of the Unita- 
rian body did not disregard the day 
appointed to be observed in a devout 
and solemn manner. Selections from 
the printed form of prayer were used 
on the occasion, and a very judicious 
and appropriate sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Edward Tagart, which 
was heard with great attention and 
satisfaction by a large and respectable 
auditory. 

A Unitarian Churchman. 
March 21. 



Sir, — In your paper of this morn- 
ing you have inserted a letter signed 
* A Unitarian Churchman.' I hope 
you will allow me to say a few words 
in reply. — They shall be very few. 

The report which was in circulation 
with respect to the Unitarians not ob- 
serving the day appointed by govern- 
ment for fasting and humiliation, 
proves to have been perfectly correct ; 
and, so far from incurring blame on 
that account, it seems to me that Uni- 
tarians are particularly deserving of 
commendation, for the following rea- 
sons : — 

Openly and fearlessly testifying 
against the power of the civil magis- 
trate in matters of religion ; neither 
allowing him to prescribe the time nor 
the manner of their religious exer- 
cises. 

Because fasting is generally either 
grossly misunderstood, or most hypo- 
critically observed. 

Because the probable practical evil 
consequences are greater, as they 
have proved in this case, than the pro- 
bable speculative advantages. 

Because there is reason to appre- 
hend that the appointment of the late 
fast was a mere political manoeuvre, 
and granted by the government more 
to appease the clamours of an intole- 
rant faction, than from any conviction 
of its propriety or expediency. 

And, above all, because there are 
no particular circumstances connected 
with the disease commonly called cho- 
lera morbus, which should lead us to 



suppose that it is a mark of especial 
divine infliction more than many other 
diseases which have not been so re- 
garded. 

It has neither proved to be more 
desolating in its ravages, more con- 
tagious in its nature, nor productive 
of worse incidental effects, than other 
diseases which have prevailed, or are 
now prevailing. But, on the other 
hand, it has been more productive of 
many obvious and signal advantages, 
which it may be hoped will be perma- 
nent in their effects — by awakening 
the attention of the rich and the luxu- 
rious to the condition of the poor— 
by relieving many cases of aggravated 
distress — and by inducing those who 
have no higher motive than personal 
security to unite with the sincerely be- 
nevolent in fasting according to the 
true spirit of fasting, viz. ' to loose the 
bands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the op- 
pressed go free, and to break every 
yoke ; to deal out their bread to the 
hungry, to bring the poor that are cast 
out to their houses ; when they see the 
naked that they cover him, and that 
they hide not themselves from their 
own flesh.' — Isaiah, chap, lviii. 

Leaving to Mr. Tagart any advan- 
tages which may arise from the 
praises of a Unitarian Churchman, 
I subscribe myself, 
A Unitarian Dissenter. 
Rosoman House, Islington. 

LIVERPOOL. 

Christian Worship, by a Society for 
promoting Union and Charity 
among all Religious Sects. 

Some friends to peace and good will 
among mankind, have thought that 
both might be greatly promoted by the 
formation of a Society for conducting 
Religious Worship and Moral In- 
struction, upon those broad principles 
of Christianity that are taught in the 
New Testament, and acknowledged 
by all Christians, and inviting minis- 
ters and others duly qualified, of every 
religious denomination, to take part 
in them upon this plan. 
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The Introductory Lecture, expla- 
natory of the principles of the Society, 
was to be delivered by the Rev. Charles 
Wickstead, of Park Chapel, in the 
large room over the First Liverpool 
Co-operative Society's Store, No. 2, 
Greenland Street, Liverpool, on Sun- 
day evening, the 25th March, 1S32. 

Book Society, Canterbury. 

We have just established a little 
Book Society among the friends at 
the Unitarian General Baptist Church, 
in this city, and which, I hope, will 
be the means of assisting to spread 
our doctrines among many here. A 
similar society was first established in 
1820, under the auspices of the late 
Rev. Sampson Kingsford, the pastor 
of the congregation, and upwards of 
eighty volumes were collected. About 
two years since, in consequence of the 
small number of subscribers remaining, 
the Society was discontinued ; and the 
books have lain dormant in the library 
till a few weeks ago, when it was pro- 
posed to form a New Society, at the 
small annual subscription of 2s. 6d., 
in order that all attending the meeting 
might be able to peruse the works 
circulated from time to time. Although 
in its infancy, we have many sub- 
scribers ; and being fortunate in ob- 
taining an active and diligent librarian, 
our Society bids fair to be supported 
by all who wish to see Unitarian prin- 
ciples predominate. 

Considering such Societies calcu- 
lated in a great degree to promote 
the principles upon which our churches 
are founded, by inducing persons to 
read and reflect upon the grand truths 
of revealed religion, and believe in the 
one only living and true God, 1 hope 
those places where nothing of the kind 
as yet has been established, will soon 
be induced to follow our example. 

We at present circulate amongst 
us the following periodicals : — The 
Monthly Repository ; Christian Re- 
former ; General Baptist Advocate, 
(which is presented to the Society by 
S. Kingsford, Esq.,) and the Unita- 
rian Chronicle. 

J. T, Ellerbeck, Secretary. 



P.S. — The treasurer of our Sunday 
School wishes to know whether any 
thing has been done with, and in 
whose hands the money is, which was 
raised by 5/. shares, about two years 
since, for the intended purpose of pub- 
lishing a number of Unitarian works, 
adapted for Sunday Schools ; as Dover 
and Canterbury took a share at the 
time, and have not since heard any 
thing relating to it. 

J. T. E. 

1 w ■ 

NORWICH. 

The Annual Meeting of the Mem- 
bers of the Octagon Unitarian Con- 
gregation, Norwich, was held in the 
Chapel, on Sunday, February 26, 
Alderman Bolingbroke in the chair, 
on which occasion the treasurer exhi- 
bited a very satisfactory statement of 
the finances of the Society, and held 
out a reasonable expectation of being 
enabled in the course of the ensuing 
year to make an addition to the stipend 
of the minister. 

Amongst other resolutions, a vote 
of thanks to the Rev. W. J. Bakewell 
was proposed by one of the oldest and 
most respected members, in nearly the 
following terms : — 

4 My object in presuming to address 
this congregation on the present occa- 
sion, is to propose a vote of thanks to 
the minister for his evening services. 

* In endeavouring to discharge this 
duty, I trust no one will think that I 
entertain the wish to offer to him the 
incense of adulation and flattery. 
Highly as I think of the merits of his 
lectures, it is not my wish to utter a 
single word in his praise that may not 
be responded from the hearts of us all, 
and insure him the gratification of an 
unanimous vote. 

' In those lectures the scriptural 
authority for the kindred and indisso- 
luble doctrines of the unity and pater- 
nal character of the God and Father 
of all — doctrines which form the line 
of distinction between the rest of the 
Christian world and ourselves — has 
been firmly, judiciously, and trium- 
phantly vindicated. 

• The lectures have also displayed 
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the best spirit towards those who dif- 
fer from us, because they have been 
free from the taint of unkindness, con- 
temptousness, and uncharitableness, 
towards any of our fellow-Christians, 
and have exhibited an union of Chris- 
tian zeal and charity alike honourable 
to the head and the heart of their 
author. 

4 It is also a gratifying circumstance 
that the lectures have throughout at- 
tracted very numerous and attentive 
congregations; and I entertain not 
the slightest doubt of the impression 
on the minds of the candid and liberal 
of all parties being highly in favour 
of Mr. Bakewell's controversial skill 
and Christian candour. He has proved 
himself to be (to use the language of 
the Apostle) a workman that needs not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 

1 I propose that the thanks of this 
congregation be given to the Rev. W. 
J. Bakewell for his voluntary and va- 
luable labours in our service.' 

During the delivery of this short 
address, so much in unison with the 
feelings of the congregation, their ap- 
probation of the speaker's sentiments 
was repeatedly, and unequivocally 
manifested ; and it is scarcely neces- 
sary to add, that the vote of thanks 
was unanimously adopted. 

Norwich, March 5, 1832. 



On Tuesday, March 1 5, the house 
of Messrs. Tibnam, Ditchingham, 
Bungay, Norfolk, was opened for the 
public worship of the one true God, 
when the Rev. W. J. Bakewell deli- 
vered a discourse on preaching Christ, 
to a very attentive audience of about 
seventy persons. This is the first 
attempt to establish the cause of 
Unitarianism at Bungay. Messrs. 
Tibnam, in thus coming forward 
in the face of prejudice and ca- 
lumny to bear witness to their convic- 
tion of the truth and importance of 
Unitarian Christianity, have set a 
praiseworthy example, meriting the 
serious consideration of some of their 
more opulent brethren of the same 
faith— men who hesitate not to join in 



worship, in their opinion unscriptural 
and irrational, and 'support an esta- 
blishment which they believe to be 
most injurious to the cause of Chris- 
tian truth and liberty. Mr. £. Tibnam 
was lately a local preacher amongst 
the Methodists. His secession and 
avowal of Unitarianism have made a 
great sensation. He is now engaged 
in delivering a course of Lectures at 
Bramfield, in conjunction with Mr. 
Crisp, in whose house public worship 
is regularly conducted. Bramfield is 
only twelve miles from Bungay, so 
that these zealous preachers of the 
gospel, 4 who are burdensome to none, 
but whose hands minister to their ne- 
cessities,' intend to have public wor- 
ship in their own dwellings every Lord's 
day. Bungay seems to present a fair 
field for the dissemination of the pure 
seed of Christian truth ; and with the 
countenance and assistance of the mi- 
nisters and other Unitarians in the dis- 
trict, it will probably grow up and 
flourish. 



BRITISH AND FOREIGN UNITA- 
RIAN ASSOCIATION. 

The Committee have resolved to 
issue an occasional circular to the 
Fellowship Funds, stating the merits 
of such cases as have been submitted 
to their investigation, and received 
their approval, but to which other 
claims upon the funds of that Institu- 
tion prevent their rendering adequate 
aid, or, perhaps, any aid. The first 
list, which has just been issued, is 
here inserted : — 

* York College. — Missionary Society. 

The students of Manchester Col- 
lege, York, in their fourth and fifth 
year, have been employed very use- 
fully to themselves and their hearers 
in conducting Unitarian worship in 
Welburne, and other villages in the 
neighbourhood of York. To defray 
their expenses the Committee of the 
Association have in former years 
granted them a donation of 20Z. Ap- 
plication has been made for a similar 
grant for the present year. In stating 
their inability to comply with this de- 
sire, they expressed to the College 
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Society the intention of recommend- 
ing their case to the notice of the Fel- 
lowship Funds. 

Ramsgate. 
A Society of Unitarian Christians 
has lately been formed in this place. 
They have hitherto met in a room 
hired for the purpose of religious wor- 
ship, and service has been usually 
conducted gratuitously by members of 
the Society. The Committee of the 
Association have occasionally obtain- 
ed for them supplies from London, 
and defrayed their expenses. The 
Ministers who have visited the So- 
ciety have been uniformly gratified 
with the zeal and piety they have wit- 
nessed. The Society proposes to pur- 
chase the premises in which they have 
met (which they are able to do), and 
to put in complete repair at a cost of 
400/. A liberal member of the So- 
ciety advances 100/. A gentleman, 
who has taken warm interest in their 
case, 150Z. ; and the Association 25/. 
This enables them to purchase the 
building, and they only need aid for 
the repairs. 

Sunderland. 
A Chapel has lately been erected 
On a plan of defraying the expense, 
partly by 10/. shares, and partly by 
donations. The Rev. J. Wright, for- 
merly of Glasgow, a respectable and 
zealous Minister, conducts a morning 
and an evening service, the latter of 
which is attended by a very large con- 
gregation. But the Chapel is loaded 
with a heavy debt; and unless relief 
be speedily afforded, there is danger 
lest the past efforts in this populous 
town should be lost. At present the 
services of the Minister are nearly or 
entirely gratuitous. 

Dundee. 

The Rev. W. Smith, an able and 
zealous Minister, has been exciting 
much attention to the truth of Unita- 
rian Christianity during the year and a 
half he has resided at Dundee. His 
congregation consists almost entirely 



of people dependent on their bodily 
labour, and has lately received several 
additions amongst them. His people 
with effort raise 65/. per annum for 
him. The Committee of the Associa- 
tion, in consequence of the high terms 
in which Mr. Robert Millar, of Dun- 
dee, speaks of Mr. Smith's zeal and 
labours in Dundee and the neighbour- 
hood have granted 10/., and a dona- 
tion of Tracts to the same amount, for 
his use and circulation. They have 
regretted their inability to do more, 
and warmly recommend the case. 

Malton. — Rev. P. Corcoran. 
The Committee have been in fre- 
quent correspondence with Mr. Cor- 
coran. He is laboriously intent upon 
the faithful discharge of his duties as 
a Steward of Divine Truth, — walking 
many miles on Sunday, and other 
days, to preach in the villages of 
Yorkshire, — amongst others, Barton, 
Emerby, Slingsby, Pickering, and 
Welburne; — has encountered many 
difficulties in keeping open rooms for 
Unitarian worship, the expense of 
which he has occasionally taken upon 
himself; and has formed Societies for 
the circulation of Tracts, with which 
the Committee have supplied him. 
His slender means have lately been 
reduced by the suit now pending in 
Chancery respecting Lady Hewley's 
Trust, which has caused the cessation 
of an annual grant of 20/. to him. 
The Committee, feeling the value of 
Mr. Corcoran's labours, last year made 
up his loss ; and beg to say, that they 
consider him an indefatigable and 
highly valuable Missionary of the un- 
corrupted Gospel. 

The Congregation at Evesham ap- 
plied some time ago for assistance to 
the Committee, on which occasion 
they granted a sum of 10/. The Rev. 
T. Davis, their Minister, informs us his 
congregation have been obliged to in- 
cur heavy expenses by the necessary 
repairs of the Chapel, and in building 
a School-room for Sunday and day- 
Bcholars. The congregation consists 
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of poor people ; but they have raised, proud more humble, and those who 

chiefly through the liberality of one wear theyoke of spiritual tyranny, more 

individual, about 300/. towards these free.* My concern for theWelburne sta- 

objects, besides supporting a Vestry tion, (which is one of great interest,) 

Library. you will perceive by reference to my 

— — first letter^ arose from the circum- 

Other cases have frequently been stance, that under the rule laid down 

brought into public notice, such as at college, 1 to permit none but fifth 

Northampton and Devonport, to whose year's students to preach,' it could only 

statements in the * Monthly Reposi- have the services of Mr. Heaviside 

tory' the Committee would respect- last year. However, by a subsequent 

fully refer; as they feel they have arrangement, Messrs. Maurice and 

been unable to give them that liberal Baker, in their fourth year, were per- 

assistance which, beyond doubt, they mitted, once in six weeks, to supply ; 

deserve.' — and, by the kind assistance of Messrs. 

In reference to the Malton case, Fox and Hands, of York, the supply 
mentioned in the above circular, we at Welburne became so satisfactory, 
have great pleasure in inserting the that, subsequent to January last, I dis- 
following extracts from a report of continued my Thursday evening's at- 
Mr. Corcoran's proceedings as a Mis- tendance there ; but I have been there 
sionary. The report was addressed several times since the present vaca- 
by him to the Committee in Septem- tion commenced, so that on Sundays 
ber last. they have been thrown on their own 
Malton, 16th September, 1831. resources but twice as yet. AtPicker- 
To the Sub-Committee for the Mis- ing, the circumstances of the place, 
sionary department of the British the great prejudices existing, and its 
and Foreign Unitarian Associa- distance (nine miles) from Malton, 
tion. operated much against me. My at- 
Gentlemen, — My rule has been to tendance has been seldom, chiefly 
preach wherever and whenever I owing to expense ; the cost of a room 
could obtain a hearing with any hope and the travelling charge backwards 
of success ; and, thank God, my efforts and forwards average thirteen shillings 
have not been without effect. That each time, which is nearly as much as 
zeal which wastes its efforts, encom- the like expense from York to Wei- 
passing sea and land to make one burne, and could not, with prudence, he 
proselyte, which estimates ' the saving often incurred under the sum you 
of one soul from hell ' as the price of placed at my disposal, 
the labour of months, as * interest At Thornton marshes, a consider- 
Becured in heaven' on the outlay of able town near Pickering, I have, gra- 
much capital on earth, is, in my tuitously, a room that accommodates 
opinion, an imprudent zeal. The in- 300 hearers when filled ; the distance 
struction of the blessed Jesus is more is eight miles, and this place has had 
rational, and, where the missionary's as much of my attention as I could 
means are limited, most profitable, possibly give it : the people are intel- 
Our Lord seems to me to say, ' Visit ligent and very attentive. The Barton 
every town and village within your and Slingsby stations are very en- 
district ; and, when you visit, make it couraging. Emerby, as it is pro- 
your chief concern to ascertain who in nounced, but Amotkerby as it is spelled, 
it is worthy ; and, if none be worthy, is within three miles of Malton ; and 
lose not your time upon it; depart the friends there usually come to. 
from it and be useful where you can ; Malton, that I may devote the time 
a future time and more favourable they at first received to oilier stations, 
opportunity may come, when the Malton being a market town, 1 see 
obstinate may be more docile, the my friends from the country every 
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Saturday, and am thus enabled to 
arrange where I may preach on Sun- 
day morning, and one or two week- 
day evenings, to the satisfaction and 
good feeling of all. Having received 
some tracts through one of the York 
booksellers, and unbound three vo- 
lumes of tracts which I had by me, I 
distributed them to be read as far as 
they could be circulated. Up to this 
time your silent missionaries have 

m 

been very beneficial. They laid the 
foundation of a District Tract Society 
which I have been able to put into 
operation, and which you may regard 
as the first practical proof that your 
attention to this district may, with 
God's blessing, be truly beneficial. 
This infant society, which you may 
virtually regard as a tender but not 
unimportant branch of your associa- 
tion, was organized at a meeting (of 
such of the friends in Malton and the 
district as were willing to forward its 
promotion) held on the first Sabbath 
in May. I delivered before them two 
discourses ; the first intended to show 
that Unitarians are not Socinians, and 
the second on the character of Christ 
as the Saviour of the world. The 
friends who enrolled themselves mem- 
bers fixed on one penny per week to 
be the minimum of subscription, to 
be paid monthly into the hands of Mr. 
Qeo. Kingston, Malton, treasurer ; 
and to be laid out, when the members 
shall deem the sum in hand sufficient, 
in the purchase of Unitarian books 
and tracts. 

It is gratifying to me to add, that 
on the Sabbath day, when I am not 
present myself, the people frequently 
meet for conversation, and generally 
read, one. a chapter in the Bible, an- 
other a tract or sermon ; and had we 
a suitable form of prayer in print, I 
think it would be generally employed 
by them on such occasions. 

House of Commons, February 29. 

Mr. J. Wood presented a petition 
from the teachers of the Old and 
New Meeting Sunday Schools in 
Birmingham, praying for the re- 



moval of all taxes on knowledge. 
The honourable member expressed a 
hope that ministers would not forget 
the declarations which they made when 
they sat on the opposition side of the 
house; and that they would exert 
themselves to remove these injurious 
taxes. — Times. 



House of Commons, March 5. 

Sir R. Bateson presented a petition 
from certain Presbyterian Seceders 
in Ireland, praying for a more equal 
distribution of the allowance called 
the regium donum. Mr. Stanley said, 
that the petitioners had no injustice to 
complain of. Mr. Hume said that it 
would be advisable to withdraw the 
grant altogether. Lord Castlereagh 
supported the petition. — Times, 

The Rev. Robert Aspland has been 
respectfully requested by his Congre- 
gation to publish a selection from the 
sermons by which, during a connexion 
of five-and-twenty years, they have 
been instructed and delighted. 

The Devonport Congregation has 
recently established a Sunday School. 

OBITUARY. 

* Jan. 3, aged sixty-nine, John 
Scott, Esq., of Stourbridge, in the 
county of Worcester, and Great Barr, 
in the county of Stafford. 

* He was a brother of the late Rev. 
James Scott, of Cradley, whose fra- 
ternal regard prompted him to leave 
on record some biographical notices 
of those to whom he was most inti- 
mately joined by nature and affection. 

* " In speaking of his contempo- 
rary relatives/* Mr. James Scott em- 
ployed " the past tense and there 
is a painful interest in observing how 
soon it has become strictly appropriate 
to the second of the three brothers. 

* That brother was distinguished by 
his firm consistency as a Protestant 
Dissenter. Warmly attached to the 
Presbyterian congregation in his na- 
tive town, he uniformly endeavoured 
to advance its usefulness, credit, and 



Digitized by Google 



46 



UNITARIAN CHtlONlCLfc. 



prosperity. He Was an example of 
undeviating regularity of attendance 
on public worship ; although he usually 
resided at the distance of twelve miles 
from his fellow-worshippers. Con- 
viction, as well as habit, rendered him 
steadfast in a practice, the neglect of 
which is more injurious to personal, 
domestic, and social religion, than 
careless thinkers may imagine. 

* Through a few successive years, 
Mr. John Scott declined to take an 
important civil office, under circum- 
stances that excluded from office all 
conscientious Nonconformists. He 
would not consent to be sheriff of 
Worcestershire until after the repeal 
of the Test Laws (1830 31.) Some 
extracts from his letter, upon the occa- 
sion, to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, are made in the 
thirteenth volume of this work. Nor 
is it unlikely that the part which he 
took contributed to hasten the aboli- 
tion of the Sacramental Test. The 
year of his shrievalty was arduous; 
and he discharged its duties with emi- 
nent satisfaction to the county, and 
honour to himself. 

* For a long period he was accus- 
tomed to conduct a religious service, 
on Sunday evenings, in a school-room, 
erected near to his own premises at 
Stourbridge ; a number of children, 
together with their parents, and some 
of their neighbours, forming the 
audience. It was an occupation in 
which he found much delight, and 
which he had just reason for consi- 
dering as signally beneficial. His 
inducement to engage and persevere 
in it, seems to have arisen from his 
early zeal and care in visiting Sunday- 
schools, and may be mentioned as an 
instance of the high collateral advan- 
tages produced by that excellent class 
of seminaries. 

' In the relations of domestic life, 
and of society, nor least in those which 
an English country gentleman sus- 
tains, Mr. Scott was greatly and de- 
servedly esteemed. His favourite 
employment was the plantation of his 
grounds ; and this pleasing and use- 



ful art lie exercised with superior 
taste. 

4 Some decline of health he had for 
many months experienced ; but no- 
thing like serious and imminent dan- 
ger was apprehended. He expired 
almost instantaneously, in his carriage, 
on the road from Stourbridge to Barr. 
This sudden and fatal issue of a latent 
disease, could not be painful to him- 
self; while to his surviving family 
and friends it has been most solemnly 
impressive. ' — Christian Reformer. 

On the 10th February, at Ciren- 
cester, aged sixty-six, Mr. W. Search, 
senior. In saying a few words on 
the character of this worthy indivi- 
dual, the writer would observe, first, 
that he was much esteemed by his 
fellow-townsmen, of all sects and par- 
ties, as was evinced by the general 
concern which was manifested in the 
place, on the occasion of his death, 
and the crowded congregation which 
attended the Unitarian chapel, when 
his funeral sermon was preached. 
Nor was this respect for his memory 
more than his due ; for Mr. Search 
was an active and useful member of 
society, and a generous contributor to 
every object of public utility or charity 
in the town. That he was actuated 
by Christian principle, and serious 
religious impressions, was evinced by 
his whole life. As a member of the 
Unitarian Society at Cirencester, he 
was a liberal supporter of its interests, 
and was particularly remarkable for 
the constancy and punctuality with 
which he attended, during both parts 
of the Lord's day, its public divine 
services. This regard for the ordi- 
nances and instrumental duties of re- 
ligion, he carried into private life. He 
regularly kept up in his own family the 
good old pious custom of domestic wor- 
ship; and he enjoined on those imme- 
diately around him, and daily practised 
himself, the unostentatious and pecu- 
liarly Christian duty of closet devotion. 
Not to lengthen this article, it may 
be truly said, that Mr. Search was a 
man of high integrity, active benevo- 
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lence, and exemplary piety. His ill- 
ness altogether was of considerable 
duration, and of a most painful nature ; 
and yet it was pleasing, though af- 
fecting, to behold the patience and 
fortitude, the composure, and even 
cheerfulness, with which he bore his 
long and almost incessant sufferings, 
emitting no sigh, uttering no murmur, 
but perfectly resigned to the will of 
heaven ; until, at length, the man being 
conquered, though the Christian tri- 
umphed, he gently breathed out his 
soul into the hands of him who gave 
it, and calmly fell asleep in Jesus. 

F. H. 



Died, on Wednesday February 
15th, in the ninetieth year of her age, 
Mrs. Sarah Aldred. This venerable 
and highly-respected lady was daughter 
of the Rev. John Aldred, who, more 
than half a century ago, was minister 
of the Presbyterian chapel, in West- 
gate, Wakefield. Few indeed are 
now among the number of her earlier 
friends ; but by those that remain, 
she has ever been affectionately re- 
garded ; and not less so by those 
whom later years have brought within 
the circle of her acquaintance. She 
was, indeed, respected by all who 
knew her, and her memory will long 
be recalled with satisfaction and plea- 
sure. Truly pious, and beneficent to 
the full extent of her means, to her 
may be applied the descriptive lan- 
guage of sacred writ : — 4 She delivered 
the poor that cried, and him that had 
none to help him.' Few persons can 
be said to enjoy life to a greater ex- 
tent than did the subject of this brief 
notice ; nor can there be greater evi- 
dence of the value of religious princi- 
ples, and of an habitual practical re- 
gard to them, than the composure with 
which she was able to anticipate that 
eventful period, when that life, how- 
ever extended, which is short and 
transitory, must be exchanged for one 
which will be interminable and ever- 
lasting. She possessed her faculties 
almost in lively exercise until a few 
days before her death; and, with 
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scarcely any pain, and altogether free 
from any mental disquietude, she 
passed serenely and peacefully from 
the things ' which are seen and tem- 
poral, to* those which are unseen and 
eternal.' The contemplation of such 
a transition fully justifies the wish of 
Balaam : — * Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his.' 



On Sunday, February 19, departed 
this life, Mary Heywood, eldest 
daughter of the Rev. Eliezer Hey- 
wood, formerly minister of the Old 
Chapel, Mansfield. This excellent 
lady was distinguished for the frank- 
ness with which she avowed the pure 
and simple doctrines of the gospel, 
which had been early impressed upon 
her mind, and for the consistency with 
which she acted upon them through 
the varying scenes of a long and use- 
ful life. The readiness with which 
she exerted herself for the benefit of 
others displayed the benevolence of 
her disposition, and often effectually 
contributed to the welfare and happi- 
ness of those whom she wished to 
serve. A life uniformly devoted to 
the strict discharge of duty, closed, as 
might be expected, with tranquillity 
and peace. Her departure might 
justly be described as falling into a 
serene and gentle sleep, from which, 
doubtless, she will awake to a glorious 
immortality. Her surviving and 
mourning friends have all the con- 
solation which arises from a know- 
ledge of the excellence and consis- 
tency of her character, and from the 
assurance, that in a future state, the 
attachment of virtuous minds will be 
renewed and perfected, and their union 
be indissoluble, uninterrupted, and 
everlasting. 

John Williams. 
Mansfield, March 3, 1832. 

Died, February 20, in Dover, after 
several years of severe illness, Mr. 
Henry Knight, a member of the Ge- 
neral Baptist church, in that town. 
The deceased was well known and 
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highly respected in Dover, having March 9, John Wainewright, Esq., 
been master bricklayer to the Ho- of Gray's Inn and Pullen's Row, 
nourable Board of Ordnance for many Islington, in the sixty-seventh year of 
years. About five years since, owing his age. He was nearly forty years 
to an excessive weakness in the legs, secretary to the trustees of Dr. Wil- 
and a general debility, he was com- Hams' Library. His remains were 
pelled to resign the office, and retired interred in Bunhill Fields, amidst those 
upon an allowance for the remainder of the fathers and confessors of Pro- 
of his life. His disorder, however, tcstant Dissent, of which ca.use he 
gradually increased, till at last he was had always been an upright and con- 
totally unable to raise himself from sistent supporter. 

his couch 'without assistance ; and, 

finally, after much severe suffering, , , „ T " \ , 

borne throughout with Christian for- • March 24, the Rev. Jas Kennedy; 

titude; and resignation to the Divine Esdaile A.M., eldest son of Jas. Es- 

Will, he breathed his last on the ^ Esq., of Runhill-row, in his 

evening of the 20th February, ex- twenty-ninth year. • , 

pressing a hope that he should one : ! — : — . 

dav meet'again his surrounding rela- . 

tives in that abode where * the weary Unitarian Publications. 

are at rest/ J. T. E. Correspondence between the Rev. 

Dr. John Ritchie and the Rev. B. T. 

March 3, at Heme, a village about Stannus. Edinburgh. 

six miles from Canterbury, Mrs. 

Elvey, for many years a pious mem- A _ , _ 

ber of the Unitarian General Baptist , A L . etu r r to the J* ev - ««W ^ing- 

church, in that citv. When in health, hani > J™ 10 '' on . th . e erroneous state- 
neither rain nor snow would prevent ma 4 e Jf J" m m h ' s ™ ccnt . V?* 

lier from filling her seat at Canter- Pjilet, &c. By Thomas Cooke, junior, 

bury, on "the Sabbath* especially on Newport, 
the sacrament day. She lived the life 

of a meek and devout follower of Fasting a Remnant of Judaism. A 

Jesus, and died in the full assurance sermon delivered on Sunday, March 

of being received into the mansions 18, 1832, at the Old Chapel, Elder 

of bliss. J. T.' E. Yard, Chesterfield. By Robert Wal- 

March 8, 1832. lace. 



• ** , ..C ' ~ . « ■ * - • i . , ' 

All communications intended for insertion in the Unitarian Chronicle, should be ad« 
dressed to the Editor, sit the Monthly Repository Office, 67, Paternoster Row, and be sent, if 
possible, by the '20th of the month! As the attempt made last year by the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Unitarian Association to obtain and publish a more correct account of tho 
Statistics of the Denomination than has yet appeared, does not seem to be in progress, we 
purpose to introduce that subject in our pages, and shall be obliged by any information 
tending to facilitate our labours. 
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FRANCE. 

LETTERS PROM A FRENCH CORRESPONDENT. — No. 2. 

Paris, April the 9th, the nomination obtained but a very 
Several interesting occurrences have slightmajority. The Consistory, corn- 
taken place last month in our Pro- posed then of fifteen persons, divided on 
testant church. March the 3rd, Mr. the question, and there appeared one 
Monod, junior, was appointed, by the blank vote, six for Mr. A. Coquerel, 
Consistory of Paris, fourth pastor of suffragan pastor of the church, and 
our church. This nomination, by which eight for Mr. Monod, junior, including 
a minister well known to incline to- probably his father's vote. Mr. A. 
wards methodism, or towards a steady Coquerel, an eloquent minister of the 
adherence to the old orthodoxy of our moderate and enlightened party, will 
French confession of faith, with all probably be named pasteur-adjoint. 
its absurd and gloomy articles, is Thus, Mr. Guizot's scheme will be 
named to so important a station in realized. His ideas on the Bubject 
this country, would seem at first are, no doubt, rational and philoso- 
sight to indicate a retrograde spirit phicai ; for inasmuch as there is in 
among the most eminent Protestants our congregation a demand for me- 
of the capital. However, I am pretty thodism by a minority of the flock, 
sure that such is not the case. This and of rationalism by a majority, it 
nomination is owing to the long ser- appears perfectly just that each opi- 
vices rendered to the church by Mr. nion should have its preacher. This 
Monod, junior, in the functions of is exactly introducing in church go- 
adjointrpastor, and to the opinion vein men t the doctrine of the juste 
defended by the doctrinaire, Mr. milieu. But it is to my eyes a ques- 
Guizot, (member of the Consistory, tion, whether it is possible for a 
deputy, and who must everywhere church to tolerate every system, even 
be a leading man,) that every religious that of intolerance. I must add also 
opinion must have its representative that there is a hope entertained that, 
in a well organized Protestant con- by this nomination, all those dissident 
v gregation; that methodism and ra- churches which English methodism 
tionalism must be preached in turns, and money have formed in Paris, 
and that tolerance is the only method under the denomination of chapels, 
of preventing the church from split- will come back to our national pres- 
ting into divers separate and hostile byterian church. In this country we 
parties. How far this is possible, or must not too much split and separate, 
consistent with the real spirit of truth, . Our government, after many hesi- 
l will not here discuss. However, tations, lias at last terminated the 

E 
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disagreeable business of Lyons. You 
are aware that, in that protectant 
church, there has existed for a long 
time a most violent debate between 
the present pastor, Mr. A. Monod, a 
young man of talent but of the deepest 
fanaticism, and the Consistory, who 
did not by any means relish this 
violent orthodoxy. Matters came to 
the point, that the minister braved 
the authority of the elders or Con-* 
history, who ..had deposed him in the 
name of the people, and declared that 
he" would still preach, and did preach. 
A deposition of a pastor by a Con- 
sistory is only valid according to our 
laws when it is confirmed by the king ; 
this was done by a royal ordonnance 
of the 16th of March. This is, I 
believe, the first time that the French 
government interfered in protestant 
doctrinal questions. Nothing can 
better prove. how unreasonable and 
even ridiculous is the interference of 
civil authority in religious questions. 
No doubt , that a Consistory, as the 
immediate representative of the peo- 
ple, is sole judge of the doctrine and 
conduct of its pastor. Anciently, the 
general synod would have, finally de- 
liberated on the sentence, which au- 
thority, Napoleon, by his law, thought 
proper to take in his own hands, and 
the law still subsists. It is somewhat 
ludicrous to see Louis Philip inter- 
fering between methodists and anti* 
tnethodists, and deciding, without ap- 
peal, questions, which certainly, though 
a man of great information, he under- 
stands very little. It is, however, 
our Director des cultes non cathon 
liquet, Baron Cuvier, who decides 
these points, and I must add ihat his 
administration is marked in geneial 
by a spirit of great prudence and 
impartiality. It required all the im- 
placable fanaticism of Mr. A. Monod 
to drive the government to this step, 
in which the king only confirmed the 
voice of the people. Mr. Monod 
will probably be named Professor of 
Pastoral Eloquence in the new dis- 
sident Methodist academy of Geneva. 
Our St. Simonites, who, I under* 



stand, excite great interest in Eng- 
land, are still going on amidst a 
labyrinth of. increasing difficulties. 
They are now tormented by the de- 
mon of discord and internal schism, 
and are menaced with no less than 
two formidable lawsuits from their 
ancient colleagues, Mr. Bazar, and 
Mr. Rodrigues. All this concerns 
the division of common property and 
copy-rights, especially from Mr. Ro- 
drigues, who is now publishing a 
complete and interesting edition of 
the works of St. Simon. An homme 
d esprit is reported to have said in 
Paris, that tlie good principles of 
their system are not new, and that 
the new principles are not good ; 
this, however, I do not admit. Their 
views on political economy, and on 
the condition of labourers in general, 
are most important, and were never 
so well developed. I am afraid that 
the moral part will be found on ex* 
animation to spoil all the rest. In 
our times of research, we have now 
every month, in Paris, some new pro* 
fessor mounting a gratuitous pulpit 
and proclaiming himself chef de 
Vhumanitk. All these are very good 
symptoms j for truth will find its way. 
Among these professors I shall cite 
Mr. Charles Fourier, who presents to 
the public, with great success, a kind 
of St. Simonian doctrine divested of 
all mysticism and theocratic views. 
His ideas draw near to those of 
Owen's co-operative plan. A most 
strange philosophical publication has 
excited lately some attention. It it 
a book entitled Le Mestianisme, by 
Mr. Hoene Wronski. He pretends 
having found the geometrical formula 
of the developement of humanity, and 
insists that in each human bosom there 
is deposited a complete and powerful 
\oyo9, by which every man can govern 
bis affections and actions, and which 
he must follow as an unerring guide 
towards future progress : a few words, 
however, can give no idea of this ex- 
traordinary philosophy. It is evident 
that if our liberties are maintained 
against the Holy Alliance by the com* 
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bined action of the whole nation, 
France will perhaps, ere long, adopt 
a system of religion and philosophy 
entirely new. But to decide what 
this will be, would require a very 
keen spirit of prophecy. Such are, 
however, the ideas that occupy us, 
even in the midst of the dreadful 
ravages of the cholera, of which I for 
my part am sick, and hundreds are 
dying. O. 



SWITZERLAND. 

There are twenty-nine pastors in the 
Church of Geneva, of whom not more 
than three hold what would, in thia 
country, be called orthodox opinions. 
About one-third of the population of 
the canton is Roman Catholic; the 
wi disant Evangelical party forms a 
small fraction of the remaining two- 
thirds. 

■ ■ 1 : 1 ■■ i ■ v ..»,-« 

* , 

AMERICA. 
(Ffom Me Chriitian Regitter.') 
LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS. 

Mr. Editor,— Agreeably to arrange- 
ments, previously made by the first 
parish in Plymouth, the anniversary 
of the landing of the Fathers was. 
noticed by appropriate religious ser- 
vices. Notwithstanding the extreme 
severity of the cold, a numerous con- 
gregation was assembled. The Rev. 
Mr. Cole, of Kingston, and Mr. 
Goodwin, of Concord, offered our 
thanksgivings and supplications in a 
spirit and manner worthy the interest- 
ing occasion. The discourse was de-. 
livered by the Rev. Mr. Bracer, of 
Salem, from the 8th and 9th verses 
of the 80th Psalm. Much was ex- 
pected of the preacher, from his 
eminent standing in the church, and 
as a scholar, and our expectations 
were more than realized. We may 
venture to say, that we have had on 
no former occasion a more discrimi- 
nating and faithful portrait of the 
Plymouth colonist* ; or a discourse 



tnore abounding with remarks, on 
past and present times, of a close and 
accurate thinker. How can we best 
honour the Fathers, and in what way 
shall we best cherish their memory ? 
The answer to these inquiries led the 
speaker to a discussion of the general 
traits of the Puritan character, ren- 
dered the more necessary, as the story 
of their times is told by those who 
were unfriendly to them. It little 
concerned men to look out for biogra- 
phers and historians, to give them a 
fair seeming in their own times, or in 
future times, whose vision was fixed 
on Him who is invisible, all whose 
energies of mind were concentrated 
on the tremendous realities of a future 
endless life. Their character was 
formed, and is to be explained on 
motives derived from religion, a deep 
and overwhelming sense of its pro- 
mises and its threatenings. 

We were glad to hear one topic 
touched, as it has scarcely before been 
adverted to, and that is, the distin- 
guishing features in the character, as- 
well as in the purposes of emigration, 
between the Plymouth and the Massa- 
chusetts colonists. In the Plymouth 
company, it certainly must be allowed, 
that with a scrupulousness as rigid as 
their neighbours, there were mingled 
more of the graces of mildness, for- 
bearance and modesty. These dif- 
ferences of character, the speaker 
supposed, might naturally have grown 
out of the different states of their 
party, at the different periods of their 
emigration. The Puritans were a 
despised minority in the first case; 
and, in the last, had overturned the 
throne, and were set in high places. 
The offence of intolerance charged 
against the Pilgrims was put in its 
just point of view. Their measure is 
to be taken according to the standard 
of their own age, and not according 
to .the standard of this. Toleration » 
was not known ; or, if known, was not 
thought consistent, either with the 
reverence due to God, or with peace 
in social life. More than this, it is 
obvious to the reader of their history, 

e 2 

Digitized by Google 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 



that the exclusion of the sectarians of 
their day from their Commonwealth 
was most strictly a measure of self- 
defence. Taking into view the in- 
sane conduct, and extravagant designs 
of these sectarians, the desperate and 
reckless avowal of their opinions must 
have been stopped, or the institutions, 
then in their infancy, which the Pil- 
grims had suffered and were suffering 
so much to establish, must have been 
subverted ; or the Pilgrims themselves 
must have entered upon a new exile. 
What were these institutions, but the 
groundwork of the most perfect 
religious and civil liberty ! Prominent 
among those, remarked the preacher, 
were the separation of church and 
state, and the independency of each 
individual church. In the last, parti- 
cularly, the discordant parts now work 
the harmonious action of the whole, 
and toleration in religion has a sure 
guarantee in the common interest of 
all sects. 

The highest honour we can give to 
the memory of the Pilgrims is to guard 
and improve their institutions, and to 
proceed onward as they would do, did 
they live in our age. To square our 
actions by their standard, to think in 
their thoughts, is not following up 
their spirit, nor is it conforming to the 
law, which God has stamped on the 
mental constitution. Onward and 
forward was their principle — the 
principle, that gives us this day cause 
to celebrate them, as the founders of 
this vast empire. This is the prin- 
ciple, that should animate their de- 
scendants in all their discussions, all 
their institutions, guided and restrain- 
ed by the same elevated moral prin- 
ciple that distinguished the Fathers. 
This is an exceedingly faint and im- 
perfect outline of Mr. Brazer's dis- 
course. It is a matter of sincere 
regret with us that he declines the 
request to publish it. T. 
Plymouth, 

Dec. 26 thy 1831. 



SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHING. 

At a meeting of the Boston (U. S.) 
Sunday School Society, the question 
offered for discussion was, whether Sun- 
day-Schools should be exclusively de- 
voted to religious instruction. The fol- 
lowing are extracts from the different 
speeches made on the occasion 

Propessor Henry Ware. — « The 
Sunday-School teacher is a minister 
of Christ. He is to teach Christ, 
and as Christ taught ; he is to teach 
the Bible, and as the Bible teaches. 
How was it with the great model of 
Christian teaching, the Saviour him- 
self? He does not always teach in 
the express language of direct "reve- 
lation ; but he bid us look and learn 
for ourselves, from the lily, the vine- 
yard, the sparrow, the harvest, the 
sheepfold. Much of his most affect- 
ing instruction is enforced by such 
illustrations. Why should not his 
ministers do the same ? Why not 
carry into the Sunday-School the 
flowers of the field, and tell of the 
birds of heaven, and discourse, like 
Jesus, on the Providence which 
watches over the falling sparrow ? 

Some persons have objected to the 
introduction of stories into the Sun- 
day-School, and, doubtless, it should 
be done with moderation and dis- 
cretion. But they need not be ex- 
cluded, — for here again let us ask, 
how did Christ teach i Was it not his 
favourite mode to teach by parables ? 
Are not the stories of the Prodigal 
Son, the Good Samaritan, and the Ten 
Virgins, as instructive as if they had 
been couched in a different form ? So 
that when you carry a wholesome 
story to your class, you teach as 
Christ taught. It is necessary (and 
perhaps not necessary) to add a 
brief caution, for there is danger that 
in bringing forward instruction from 
Natural History, and by tales, the 
great end should be sometimes lost 
sight of, and knowledge and enter- 
tainment be substituted for religious 
impressions. Against this we cannot 
too cautiousJy guard. We must con- 
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sider every thing as subsidiary to 
religious impressions, and pursue it, 
so far only as it may accomplish this 
purpose/ — In conclusion, Mr. Ware 
described the happy effects which 
might be hoped, in thus bringing in- 
struction from various sources in aid 
of religious truth. — * We wish to 
make a child at all times religious, at 
all times governed by the sense of 
God. We must then show him God 
not only in the Bible ; he cannot have 
the Bible at every moment. He goes 
abroad in the midst of a thousand 
objects, which will draw him away 
from his Maker, unless we can show 
him that God is in them also. But, 
if we teach him to see God, and to 
feel his power and presence in all 
things ; in the sun, the air, the grass ; 
in every animal and plant, and every 
human form, and every passing event, 
then he will be reminded of him by 
every thing he sees, and will never 
forget him. He will feel his divine 
presence at all times, and set the 
Lord always before him. This should 
be our aim, this will accomplish the 
purposes of the Scriptures, and this 
we shall accomplish, when, having 
made the Scriptures the foundation, 
the spirit, the all-in-all, we combine 
with them, and sanctify by union with 
them, every thing which God has 
made.' 

• Mr. Lewis G. Pray maintained 
that the instruction of Sunday-Schools 
should be strictly religious. ' But 
what constituted religious instruction ? 
Some say that it should be restricted 
to the Scriptures ; but, if in his 
way to the Sunday-School, a teacher 
should cull a beautiful flower, and 
carry it to his class, explain its for- 
mation, its properties, point out its 
beauty and fragrance, and from this 
object lead up their minds to the 
wisdom and goodness of its Maker, 
would not this be religious instruction? 
and would it not be calculated to leave 
a deep and abiding impression on 
their minds? Or, should he lead 
them to contemplate the heavenly 
bodies, explain to them that they are 



worlds, the workmanship of God, and 
were controlled and directed by his 
Almighty Power, would not this be 
religious instruction ? and would they 
not, ever after, read with greater in- 
terest and delight that beautiful psalm 
— u The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the firmament showeth 
forth his handy-work" ? — And is not 
this one of the best effects of reli- 
gious instruction V The introduction 
of stories is objected to by some, but 
it seemed to him with as little reason 
as in the other case. They serve to 
teach children the moral duties, the 
duties which they owe to one another 
and to society. Mr. Pray had no 
idea of morals separate from religion. 
Morals are religion in action. 

Mr. Blake remarked — * That there 
are some children for whom the Scrip- 
tures are not the most proper book, 
because they are too young to under- 
stand it. Natural religion should be 
resorted to for that purpose. If we 
would convince the child of the being 
of a God, there is a better way than 
by referring him to the Bible. He 
readily understands that the toy which 
amuses him had a maker. In like 
manner we can explain to him the 
motions of the sun, moon and stars ; 
the formation of animals, their pro- 
tection against the weather, and by 
this course of reasoning convince him 
that God is an adequate cause for 
these things. The same with regard 
to his attributes. The child may be 
made to love God. Why does he love 
his parents, but for the kindness he 
receives from them? He receives 
greater kindness from God. Revealed 
religion, though paramount to natural 
religion, ought not to be the only 
thing taught.' 



UNITARIAN VILLAGE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, 

Late the Lancashire and Cheshire 

Unitarian Missionary Society, 
The Eighth Annual Meeting of the 
Members of this Society was held in 
the boys' echool room, under the 
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Unitarian cliapel, Mosley Streat, Man- 
chester, on Monday evening, the 26th 
March ; the Rev. J. J. Tayler in the 
chair. After briefly opening the pro- 
ceedings, the chairman stated that the 
collections made the preceding day at 
the Cross Street, Mosley Street, and 
Greengate chapels, in aid of the 
funds of this Society, amounted to 
411. 10*. 9d. The Report of the 
Proceedings of the Society during 
the past year was next read. It pre- 
sented a very gratifying illustration 
of the great amount of good which 
may be accomplished with limited 
means, and gave pleasing anticipa- 
tions of the future extension of the 
principles of Unitarian Christianity. 
At Astley, Swinton, and Padiham, 
the congregations were reported to 
be increasing in numbers, and regu- 
lar in attendance ; while in the Sun- 
day schools at these places and at 
Oldham, about 570 scholars received 
instruction. The Rev. H. Clarke 
(whose engagement as the Missionary 
of this Society terminated in October 
last) reported that the cause of Uni- 
tarianism was evidently extending at 
Padiham. While in that neighbour- 
hood, he had preached upwards of 
thirty times at villages adjacent Mr. 
Francis Duffield, who had been sub- 
sequently engaged for six months by 
the Society, had also visited this nur- 
sery of humble Christians, and ex- 
pressed himself highly gratified at 
their zeal. Mr. Duffield had also 
visited the neighbourhood of Ashford, 
Derbyshire, with a view of obtaining 
information respecting Mr. Robert 
Shenton, formerly a preacher among 
the Primitive Methodists in the Brad- 
well district, but who, having changed 
his sentiments, had applied to the 
Committee of this Society for assist- 
ance, while he endeavoured to extend 
the knowledge of the one only true 
God. In November the Committee 
entered into an engagement with Mr. 
Shenton, and he had subsequently 
preached at Ashford, the adjacent 
villages of Sheldon, Bakewell, Tides- 
well, Great and little Longston, and 



Taddington, to attentive and fre- 
quently numerous congregations. In 
a letter from him, the great desire 
manifested amongst the people to 
read the Society's tracts was noticed 
as proving a very valuable auxiliary 
to the labours of the missionary, and 
the want of tracts was lamented. By 
the financial accounts of the Society, 
it appeared that the balance of cash 
remaining in the hands of the trea- 
surer was 5/. 5*. Id. Resolutions 
were moved and seconded, and the 
meeting was addressed in the Christian 
and missionary spirit of * peace and 
good will to man/ by Richard Potter, 
Esq., the Revs. F. Howarth,of Bury, 
Edward Hawkes, J. R. Beard, Henry 
Montgomery, of Belfast, and C. D. 
Hort, of Gorton; and by Messrs. 
Fras. Duffield, Aspden, J. A. Turner, 
J. Harland, J, Armstrong, E. Shaw- 
cross, A. Hardy, Robert Shenton and 
P. Eckersley. The unexpected pre- 
sence of the Rev. H. Montgomery, 
who was passing through Manchester 
on his return to Ireland, added con- 
siderably to the gratification of those 
present at this highly interesting 
meeting. Mr. Shenton gave a brief 
account of his labours, which had 
been successful beyond his expecta- 
tion. An earnest hope was expressed 
that, before long, the benevolent work 
of a mission to the poor and depraved 
would be commenced in Manchester. 

NORTHIAM. 

At a Meeting of Unitarian Christians 
held at the chapel, Northiam, on 
January 18th, 1832, it was proposed 
and unanimously agreed to present 
the following testimony of gratitude 
and respect to the Rev. James Taplin, 
our late co-pastor. 

To our dear and highly respected 
Friend and Brother in Christ 
Jesus. 

■ 

Impressed as we are with a sense 
of the duty we owe to you, in filling 
the high and important concern of a 
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Christian minister for nearly two for their comfort, but being confident 

years, on the alternate Sabbaths in that, wherever you are, it will also add 

our church, without any pecuniary to your own. 

reward, we beg you to accept of our That the God you serve may ever 

united, warmest, and most sincere be with aud bless you, and yours, 

thanks and acknowledgments, as a through Jesus Christ our Saviour, is 

tribute of respect for your very useful our earnest prayer. 

services among us. Poor indeed is Signed in behalf of the above* 

this mark of esteem and regard which named church. 

we now offer, when compared with John Edwards Elder 

the talents, learning and ability which ' ' 

you possess, and also the time, intense j 0HN p L0M lby, ") n 

study, deep research and close appli* Thomas Jameson, J D€(iCons ' 

cation, that must have been given to , xrV t . . cn 

the discourses with which we were Wlth about 50 other signatures. 

favoured during the period of your REPLY. 

visiting us. 

When we connect with this your To the Northiam Unitarian Society. 
exemplary conduct coupled with your My Christian Brethren, 
excellent precepts, the duty becomes I can return you no thanks adequate 
more imperative on our part, to ex* to the very kind and flattering senti- 
press the great estimation in which ments which you have been pleased to 
we held your ministry, in the most express towards me. Humble and 
momentous and distinguished work of imperfect as my services have been, 
our eternal salvation. We are how* I hope I can affirm, without any pre- 
ever sensible that the best and most sumptuous feeling, that they have 
satisfactory offer we can make will be always emanated from an earnest 
by showing our growth in Christ and sincere desire to promote the 
Jesus, Our union and advancement in honour of God, the purity of the gos- 
true wisdom and righteousness. pel, and the happiness of my fellow- 
Time, we are persuaded, will prove, creatures, 
that your labours in this the most The connexion which for some time 
desirable of all things have not been past has subsisted between us .will 
altogether in vain, as we trust, with the long be cherished in my memory with 
blessing of God, they will eventually gratitude and delight. A minister's 
spring up like good seed sown in life is at the best an anxious and a 
good ground, and bring forth abun* toilsome one, but when cheered with 
dantly. Could you be convinced that the approbation of those for whom he 
such would be the fruits of what we labours, his duties, though arduous, 
believe to be your earnest solicitude, become easy, and he is enabled to 
it would* if possible, give a fresh zest, sustain his warfare against sin and 
energy and zeal to your future en- corruption with alacrity and vigour, 
deavours. 1 gladly embrace this opportunity 
We hope that wherever, under divine of bearing testimony to the many 
providence, you may be placed, your acts of kindness which I have received 
audience may rigntly discern and from you, and, above all, to your 
duly appreciate your services, and so zealous co-operation in all my plans 
improve by them, that they may rise for the diffusion of pure and undefiied 
to a still greater height in the scale of religion. Although the present may 
religious truth, proving to all around be to you the day of small things, 
them, that, by your instrumentality, yet there is reason to anticipate that 
they have received, in deed and in your united and persevering labours 
truth, the Lord Jesus Christ, and do will not be in vain in the Lord. It is 
walk in him ; this w« pray, uot only cheering to know that he who guides 
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the helm of the universe watches 
over the cause of divine truth, giving 
energy to its progress, and will give, 
till it has searched and cleansed every 
thing corrupt in principle and prac- 
tice, till it has subverted the domi- 
nions of ignorance and error, eman- 
cipated their captives, and set them 
free in the glorious liberty of Christ. 
Take courage then, my Christian 
brethren, persevere unto the end, and 
heaven will seal your work with her 
blessing. 

1 hope my young friends will con- 
tinue to interest themselves in the 
spiritual renovation of mankind. May 
they long feel the value of religion, 
that, as they grow in stature, they may 
advance in divine knowledge, and in 
favour both with God and man. May 
you all, both old and young, study to 
be useful and kind one to another ; 
earnest and unwearied in the service 
of our divine Master, that when you 
meet around the throne, you may be 
welcomed with that grateful tribute of 
approbation, 4 Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter into the joy of 
your Lord.' Finally, brethren, fare- 
well. Be perfect, be of good comfort, 
be of one mind, live in peace, and the 
God of love and peace shall be with 
you. 

Believe me, 

My Christian brethren, 
Yours in the service of Christ, 

James Taplin. 

Honiton, 
March 24, 1832. 

BRISTOL. 

To the Editor of the Unitarian 
Chronicle. 

March 27, 1832. 

Sib, — The following account of the 
manner in which our Lewins Mead 
congregation employed the late Fast- 
day, may not, 1 think, be uninterest- 
ing to the readers of the 4 Chronicle 
and I ardently desire to see such 
meetings as that I am about to de- 
scribe, more generally adopted among 



our congregations at large. We are, 
as a body, so much already, and 
may be still more, cut off from co- 
operation and social union with our 
orthodox brethren, that it is pecu- 
liarly important that we promote that 
union among ourselves. 

It had been thought proper to hold 
a morning service in our chapel, on 
the 4 Fast-day ;' and I think it met 
the wishes of the majority of the con- 
gregation; not (I would have it dis- 
tinctly understood) because govern- 
ment ordered it, but because it ap- 
peared to them a very fit way of 
spending a portion of a day which 
was almost necessarily held as a holy- 
day, and because they were glad to 
unite with so many thousands of their 
fellow countrymen, as would that day 
be offering up their prayers and sup- 
plications to their common Father 
for the welfare and prosperity of their 
beloved country. Whatever, however, 
might be the reason, a very good con- 
gregation assembled, and a most ad- 
mirable sermon was preached by Dr. 
Carpenter. 

The circumstance of the day's being 
one of entire freedom from business 
was taken advantage of by the respec- 
tive Committees of our Congrega- 
tional Library and Fellowship Fund 
for holding their Annual Meetings ; 
and, on the suggestion of one or two 
of our younger friends, it was deter- 
mined that the members of each, 
with any other members of the con- 
gregation, should meet together in 
the evening, and take tea together in 
one of their school rooms. Accord- 
ingly, at half-past five, after holding 
the library meeting, between forty and 
fifty gentlemen sat down to (I believe) 
the first congregational tea meeting 
ever held at Lewins Mead. The plan 
had not been generally known, or 
doubtless the numbers would have 
been much more considerable. After 
some very interesting remarks from 
Dr. Carpenter*, on the great utility of 
such meetings, by the bonds of union 
which they form, both among the 
* Mr. Rowe was too unwell to attend. 
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members of them, and with their 
ministers, a resolution was passed 
constituting this meeting the first of 
a series of annual ones, which will, 
in future years, be held on Good 
Friday, many of those desirous of 
attending, not being able to give any 
other day to the purpose. 

The whole meeting then adjourned 
to another room, and held the Annual 
Meeting of the Fellowship Fund. I 
hail this meeting as one which pro- 
mises, for the future, better days to 
this most valuable institution. The 
attendance was larger than it has been 
for years ; very considerable interest 
was manifested by all ; the names of 
several new subscribers were received ; 
and, as the annual meeting will, in all 
probability, be held, in future years, 
on Good Friday, in conjunction with 
our tea meeting, I cannot think my- 
self too sanguine in hoping that we 
shall witness no diminution, but rather 
a steady increase, of the rising zeal 
of our congregation. 

I cannot conclude, without express- 
ing, in common I am sure with all 
who were present, my warm gratitude 
to our beloved pastor, for his indefa- 
tigable exertions in rendering the Fel- 
lowship Fund Meetings (and, indeed, 
all in which he is concerned) so in- 
teresting and instructive as they so 
frequently are,— eminently so on the 
present occasion* Dr. Carpenter does 
indeed prove himself our true friend, 
I had almost said father ; and if ever 
this should meet his eye, let him 
assure himself, that those most affec- 
tionate admonitions which he address- 
ed to the younger members of his con- 
gregation especially, (and with which 
he closed the proceedings of our ever 
memorable ' Fast-day,') will never be 
effaced from their grateful hearts. 
That God may suffer him to live to 
know that * His labour has not been 
in vain in the Lord/ will ever be our 
ardent prayer. E. C. H. 

Bristol Schools. 
The Unitarian congregation in 
Bristol, as appears from a report just 



issued, supports a * Girls' Daily School,' 
a * Sunday School for Girls,' a * Sun- 
day School for Boys,' an * Infant' 
and an * Intermediate' School, com- 
prising all together about 300 children. 
From the report, we learn that no boy 
in attendance on the Sunday School 
was concerned in the disastrous events 
of the 30th of October. During the 
same events, the teachers of the Infant 
and Intermediate Schools remained 
quietly at their posts, requested the 
parents to leave their children with 
them during the whole of Monday, 
and engaged to devote their time 
entirely to them. The offer was in 
some cases accepted, and only two 
instances have occurred of the parents 
of any of these children being impli- 
cated in the disgraceful transactions ; 
and in one of these the man was in 
no wise blameable. 

Connected with the Infant School 
is a Dispensary, which now extends 
its usefulness through all the schools 
and the families of the children be- 
longing to them. From sixteen to 
twenty sick receive advice and assist- 
ance each week. The Sunday School 
is in a flourishing condition, and from 
sixty to eighty books are given out 
every Sunday. 

Infant Schools in Sunday School 
Rooms. 

We mentioned, in our report of the 
last anniversary of the Unitarian 
meeting-house, Green Gate, Salford, 
Manchester, that Mr. Thomas Potter 
had offered to guarantee the existence, 
in the Sunday school room of the so- 
ciety, of an infant school. Encouraged 
by this munificence, which 'was imme- 
diately followed up by a subscription 
of 201. per annum from Mr. T. Pot- 
ter and his family, accompanied by an 
assurance that all deficiencies should 
be supplied, the minister began to 
solicit his friends, and take other plans 
necessary to effect the contemplated 
object. His success exceeded his 
expectations. The school is opened, 
contains 136 scholars, and gives every 
promise of ample usefulness. We 
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mention these things mainly with a The Rev. J. Taylor, late of Riving- 

view to encourage other attempts to ton, has accepted an invitation from 

employ during the week the rooms the Unitarian congregation, Dob- 

that are now used all but, if not quite, Lane, near Manchester. 

exclusively on the Sunday. The 

con gregation in Salford is neither rich . . T , , , 
nor lar£e, but they are the occasion of ^r May, late of Ireland, has sue- 
nearly 400 children being taught; c f edcd Mr. Dean in the pastoral 
namely, 250 Sunday scholars, and charge of the Lnitanan congregation 
about 130 in the infant school. at Stand » near Manchester. 



MANCHESTER. The Rev. S. Bache, late of Dudley, 

Missions to the Poor. has accepted the office of one of the 

pastors of the congregation assem- 

We always felt a confidence that mis* bHng in tne ]y ew Meeting-House, 

sions to the poor, on the plan of Dr. Birmingham, as coadjutor to the Rev. 

Tuckerman, would be instituted by Jo i m Kentish, and successor to the 

the Unitarian body as soon as they jj ev Wreford. 
became acquainted with their objects 
and probable effects. Evidence of 

the propriety of our confidence is be» The Rev. J. C. Meeke, late of 

ginning to present itself. In addition Stockton-on-Tees, succeeds the Rev. 

to the mission in the metropolis, a J. Philp, as minister of the Unitarian 

mission is on the eve of being com- congregation at Lincoln. 

menced in Manchester, and another 

is contemplated in the same place. A 



benevolent member of tbe Rev. J. J. t , ™ e . Mr ' f 1 M ^ 
Tavler's congregation proposes to de. Jg^i^ST 
vote from two to three hundred pounds B Ic b auu " afc V1CC "' 



a year in order to set on foot a mis- 

sion chiefly to his own workmen. jrish SCRIPTURAL EDUCATION. 
His plans, so far as they are matured, 

embrace a school for the education of At an Extraordinary Meeting of the 
the children of his workmen con» General Body of Protestant Dissent- 
ducted on a superior plan, and with mg Ministers of the Three Denomi- 
an especial view to the formation of nations residing in and about the 
the moral character and principles. Cities of London and Westminster, 
By this means, the minister, who will holden at the Library, Redcross Street, 
at first have to employ himself mainly on Thursday, April 19th, 1832— 
in the school, will be able to get ^ Rey F A c LL.D. in the 

amongst the people, and establish, - Chair 

from the connexion, that would be thus 

opened through the children, with the Jt was Resolved, 

parents, such a course of labours and That this Body is deeply impressed 

instructions, as would employ him in with a sense of the duty of a Christian 

his proper functions. A school for community, to provide for the educa- 

adult unmarried women is also con- tion of the whole people, as the best 

templated, conducted by a female, security for social order and harmony, 

mainly with a view to improve their and as the most likely means, under 

knowledge of domestic concerns. The the blessing of Divine Providence, 

great business, and in fact the great to promote the true knowledge of 

difficulty is, to find a person Butted the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

for the undertaking. and the fear and worship of Almighty 

God. 
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That we consider all education es- 
sentially defective which does not in- 
clude instruction in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which we regard as the only 
sure ground of faith, the unerring 
rule of life, and the infallible guide to 
immortality. 

That experience teaches us, at the 
8am e time, that the Holy Scriptures 
cannot be taught effectually and uni- 
versally in a course of national edu- 
cation, without a constant and cautious 
observance of the great principle of 
the right of private judgment, and 
that any violation of this principle 
tends to prolong the reign of prejudice, 
to excite uncharitableness, to degrade 
the Bible from its sacred use, and to 
pervert it into an instrument of dis- 
cord and division. 

That with these impressions we 
have witnessed with much satisfaction 
the appointment, by his Majesty's 
Government, of a Commission for 
administering the funds granted by 
Parliament for the education of the 
poor of Ireland — the Commissioners 
consisting of persons belonging to 
different religious denominations in 
that country; and appointed under 
instructions which provide for the use 
of such Scriptural lessons, in the 
schools, as may be agreed on by all 
the Commissioners, and also for seU 
ting apart one or two days in the 
week for the religious education of 
the children by the respective minis- 
ters and teachers of religion whom 
their parents shall prefer. 

And that, being fully persuaded 
that, in the present critical condition 
of Ireland, this is the most eligible 
plan of ensuring a national and reli- 
gious education in that country, of 
promoting the civil, moral and spiri- 
tual improvement of the Irish people, 
and of guarding the tranquillity and 
advancing the prosperity of the United 
Kingdom, this body agrees to peti- 
tion both Houses of Parliament to 
give their sanction and support in 
carrying into effect the measure de- 
vised by his Majesty's Government 



for the education' of the poor of 
Ireland. 

Thomas Ress, 
Hon. Secretary. 



City Mission London. 

We are happy to find that, so far as 
can be ascertained from the com- 
mencement of Mr. Philp's labours, 
the anticipated difficulty of gaining 
friendly access to the poor of London 
will not be so formidable an obstacle 
as many anticipated. The scenes of 
privation and suffering which he has 
to explore will be found almost beyond 
belier, to those whose attention has 
not been directed to that wretched 
class of their fellow-creatures. His 
undertaking will, however, be abun- 
dantly arduous. All kind hearts 
should strengthen his hands. Tho 
committee has printed collecting cards, 
to be used for obtaining small dona- 
tions, from the charitably disposed. 
We hope the Poor's Fund may be 
well recruited by this means. Pre- 
sents of clothing, and of tracts, will 
also be very useful. We subjoin part 
of a note just received from our 
excellent missionary : — 

• I mentioned to you at the Com- 
mittee, that I received from an un- 
known friend, a donation of fifty 
articles of clothing, to be distributed 
by me amongst the necessitous poor. 
I have also received from the Chris- 
tian Tract Society, tracts to the 
amount of two guineas, for distri- 
bution. I have taken the liberty of 
reminding you of these circumstances, 
thinking you might give them pub- 
licity in the Unitarian Chronicle. It 
struck me that it might be proper to 
do so, both on account of the donors 
and of others who might be induced 
to follow their good example. I have 
not as yet seen much of the state of 
things amongst the poor, but I have 
seen enough to convince me that their 
case is deplorable, if not, as to worldly 
matters, hopeless. If, however, it can 
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be alleviated by the munificence of 
the wealthy ; sympathized in by the 
feeling ; and rendered a little more 
tolerable by the exertion of the phi- 
lanthropic, — a desirable object will be 
attained. I should wish to assure 
any, who are benevolently disposed, 
that I shall gratefully receive what- 
ever they may contribute to this 
object, and will faithfully apply it to 
the purposes intended. — (I do not, of 
course, mean money ; that should be 
given to the fund for the poor's 
purse.)' 

Unitarian Christian Worship, Bur- 
ton Rooms, Burton Street, Burton 
Crescent. 

This excellent hall, originally built by 
the Particular Baptists, has been re- 
engaged for Christian worship and 
useful instruction, under the superin- 
tendence of the Rev. Benjamin Mar- 
don, M.A. of the University of 
Glasgow, minister of Worship Street 
chapel, Finsbury Square. 

The success which has attended the 
effort to collect an evening congre- 
gation at Woburn Buildings, a very 
short distance from the above spot, 
has appeared to that gentleman, and 
to a number of his fellow parishioners, 
to justify the present experiment. 
The plan contemplated will include 
also the delivery, at certain intervals 
in the course of the week, of lectures 
on literary and scientific subjects, by 
gentlemen of education and respecta- 
bility ; the hall being no less adapted 
for this purpose than for preaching. 
Party politics will be excluded ; and 
care will be taken that the knowledge 
communicated shall be of that useful 
kind, which is adapted to promote the 
principles of virtue, and the interests 
of natural and revealed religion. 

A course of lectures on the Evi- 
dences of Christianity will take the 
lead ; to be delivered on Sunday 
evenings, after divine worship, com- 
mencing at seven o'clock. The first 
lecture, on Easter- Sunday, * On the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.' 



TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
(From the Patriot.) 

The affairs of the Trinitarian Bibb 
Society are in strange confusion. A 
most stormy meeting took place on 
Thursday, April 12, when certain 
members called the committee to ac- 
count for excluding the heretics of 
Regent Square; a step which, they 
contended, was an unjustifiable ex- 
tension of the original test. No 
reporters were admitted; this is in 
itself an ominous circumstance*. It 
is a plain proof that any society, but 
especially a religious one, must be in 
a lamentable condition indeed, when 
it cannot face the open day--when it 
is conscious that its proceedings are 
likely to be too disgraceful for publi- 
cation. The description we have had, 
however, of the meeting, from those 
who were present, leaves us no room 
to regret that the veil of secrecy was 
dropped over this painful scene ; a 
scene which, if disclosed, would only 
fill the sincere Christian with sorrow, 
and store with fresh arrows the quiver 
of the infidel. Suffice it to say, that 
the Irving heresy had a majority in 
its favour: the consequence is, the 
officers of the society have already 
resigned and formed themselves into 
a provisional committee. And this, 
then, is the Trinitarian Bible Society, 
after a brief existence of some seven 
or eight months 1 This is the meagre 
performance which has followed such 
magnificent promises! We trust its 
projectors have found out by this time 
how vast is the difference between 
opposing an old society and erecting 
a new one ; between finding faults 
and amending them ; and that a 
theory may look ever so well on 
paper, which it may be extremely 
difficult to reduce to practice. They 
were forewarned, that if they inclosed 
their society within the pale of church 

" * A good>int for the ministers of the 
three denominations. The privileges of that 
body may be infringed by allusion to their 
discussions and divisions after the interval of 
years*— E. U. C. 
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communion— and such, in fact, a 
test constitutes it — they would find it 
impossible to stop; they can only 
stop consistently by shutting out 
whatever they account heresy — and 
tli at greatest of all heresies — an 
unholy life. Then, indeed, they will 
be consistent ; but not till then. 

Little did those who opposed the 
formation of the Trinitarian Bible 
Society imagine that so short a time 
would suffice to show the impracti- 
cable nature of the principle on which 
it was founded. Experience has en- 
forced her lessons more quickly than 
usual. In the mean time, now lament- 
able is the fact, that the new society 
has been fruitful in nothing but mis- 
chief! It has occasioned schism — 
and has been itself the victim of it ; it 
has given birth to innumerable and 
most angry controversies ; it has im- 
paired the unity, and has done all the 
little it could to circumscribe the 
energies of the noblest institution of 
our age — while it has completely 
failed of the great object for which 
this and every Bible Society is osten- 
sibly founded. We believe we speak 
the truth, when we say, that it has 

NOT YET CIRCULATED A SINGLE COPY 

op the scriptures! If we have 
been misinformed, we shall be most 
happy to contradict our own state- 
ment. Instead of circulating the 
Scriptures, without which a Bible 
Society, let it be ever so 4 pure in 
principle,* is a mere mockery, its 
whole life has been spent in ceaseless 
agitation. 4 A Trinitarian Society* it 
may call itself, if it pleases, but a 
* Bible Society' it certainly is not. 

Strange to say, it has exhibited, in 
the course of its short history, most of 
the very faults which it charged upon 
the old society — but in an aggravated 
form. It condemned, in its great 
rival, the avowed co-operation of all 
parties ; it finds, within its own bosom, 
equally incongruous materials — and 
that too in spite of a principle of ex- 
clusion. It denounced a society in 
which there was only a possibility of 
a heretic having a voice in its manage- 



ment ; it finds them swarming on its 
platforms and its committee. It wa3 
to be free from all difference of 
opinion ; and it has witnessed in its 
committee rooms, and at its meetings, 
more stormy debate, more bickering 
and quarrelling, in seven or eight 
months, than the Bible Society has 
known in thrice the number of years ; 
if we except the disturbances which 
these very men occasioned before 
they constructed a society for them- 
selves, where they might wrangle at 
leisure. There is one charge indeed, 
with which they bitterly assailed the 
old society, which cannot be justly 
brought against them, and that is — 
of falsifying, or 4 adding to/ or * taking 
from* the sacred volume. Against 
this, they have most effectually guard- 
ed, — by not circulating the Scriptures 
at all ! Thus if it has exposed itself 
to such censure, before it has done 
any thing, may we not reasonably 
expect, that if it should live to the age 
of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and should fill (which we ad- 
mit to be an extravagant supposition) 
a sphere of operations equally vast, and 
be engaged in concerns equally com- 
plicated, it will fall into errors of at 
least equal magnitude ? There is, 
however, but little chance of seeing 
this experiment tried. 

Israel Polliathan, or Fallatan, one 
of the members of William Roberts's 
church at Madras, is now in London. 
He seems very simple-hearted and 
earnest in his religious profession. 
He came over as cook in an India- 
man, and would, we believe, like to 
remain some time in this country, 
could a situation be found for him. 
His knowledge of the English lan- 
guage is very imperfect. He speaks 
witli much feeling of the valuable 
instructions and excellent character of 
William Roberts. 



Widows Fund* • 

The annual sermon on behalf of the 
Society for the Relief of the Widows 
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of Protestant Dissenting Ministers, 
was preached at Salters' Hall Meeting 
House, on Wednesday, April 11, by 
the Rev. Eustace Carey. From the 
report of the committee, it appears 
that the number of beneficiaries now 
receiving annual allowances from the 
fund is 199 ; of which 19 are widows 
of ministers of the Presbyterian deno- 
mination, 53 of the Independents, 75 
of the Baptist connexion, 36 widows 
of Welsh ministers, and 16 new cases 
added during the past year. The 
finances of this charity have been 
gradually diminishing during the last 
few years, owing to the removal by 
death of many stated subscribers, 
whose places have not been filled up. 
The receipts of the past year amount- 
ed to 3888/. 3i. 7cl., and the . expen- 
diture to 3337 1. 7#. lid., leaving a 
balance in the treasurer's hands of 
bbOl. 15*. Sd. y which sum, however, 
requires a speedy augmentation, as 
the annual exhibitions are to be paid 
next month, which will exceed 2000/. 
The annual dinner took place in the 
evening at the Albion Tavern, at 
which Thomas Wilson, Esq. presided. 
We regret to state that the company 
was but small, and that the collection 
here, and that after the sermon, were 
both less productive than usual. 



SOUTHERN UNITARIAN FUND 
SOCIETY. 

The Annual Meeting was held at 
Portsmouth on Good Friday. The 
Rev. J. P. Malleson, A. M., delivered 
a discourse in the morning from 
Matt x. 32, ably delineating the 
character and enforcing the example 
of the primitive confessors of the 
truth ; and showing that those who, 
thinking they have attained, are yet 
content to hold the truth for them- 
selves only, can have acquired little 
of that principle of universal bro- 
therhood, which is the distinguish- 
ing glory of Christianity. The morn- 
ing service was at the Baptist chapel, 
and the members were much gratified 
in observing the judicious improve- 
ments (particularly the removal ot 



some old houses), by'whkk a building, 
which has been consecrated to the 
cause of piety and mental freedom 
for considerably more than a century, 
is no longer hid from public view. 
In the evening Mr. Malleson preached 
from 1 Kings xiii. 18. With eloquent 
simplicity and force he unfolded the 
universality and depth of that inherent 
feeling of compassion which is so 
distinctly legible in * God's revelation 
to the human heart/ He asked, if 
such be man, what must man's Crea- 
tor be ? And after inferring the im* 
possibility of infinite wisdom and 
goodness, calling beings into life on 
conditions compared with which non- 
existence were a blessing ; or of his 
inflicting gTeater punishment than is 
necessary for the good of its object, 
he showed that the doctrine of eternal 
torments is no less opposed to the 
letter and spirit of the Scriptures, 
and declared it to be to him incon- 
ceivable, for a person really con* 
vinced of this doctrine, to think and 
to be happy. 

The Report read by the Rev. Rus- 
sell Scott remarked that obstacles 
having prevented the execution of 
several plans for introducing Uni- 
tarianismin new situations, the Com- 
mittee had engaged the services of 
their friend the Rev. Michael Maurice, 
of Southampton, to visit periodically, 
on the Lord's-day, such societies in 
the district as may wish to avail 
themselves of his valuable services ; 
trusting that such a measure may 
prove an acceptable relief to the mi- 
nisters, afford an interesting variety 
to the hearers, and tend to keep alive 
a spirit of harmony and mutual co- 
operation between the several con- 
gregations. Although the society 
makes provision only for the charges 
of their truly Apostolic Missionary, 
they are not without hopes that the 
zeal of such ministers as are within 
convenient distances, may induce them 
of themselves to carry the object into 
more extensive operation. 

About forty persons dined together, 
the chair being filled, with his usual 
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2eal and urbanity, by James Carter, cipline, through which she passed, 

Esq., Mayor of Portsmouth, who, in called her piety into exercise, and 

addition to many animating and in- enabled her to prove, in manifold 

structive remarks, pointed out the afflictions, the sustaining power of 

circumstance that the minister who Christian principles and her complete 

had that day favoured the society with reliance on the wisdom and goodness 

his services, stands in the relation of of Him, whose dispensations to his 

grandson to a former vicar of Ports- servants, whether of joy or sorrow, 

mouth, via., the Rev. Henry Taylor, are the messengers of mercy and of 

author of the celebrated * Letters of love. The most marked feature in 

Ben Mordecai,' who, by his learned her character was the unsubdued 

inquiries, and still more by his open energy and alacrity, with which she 

avowal of their results, had rendered rose again under every disappoint- 

essential service to the cause of Uni- ment and affliction, and still present 

tarianism. The chairman observed at the call of dutyy devoted herself to 

with satisfaction that his own father the good of those around her. To 

(who was an active magistrate) had the great and estimable qualities of 

been the means of bringing that her mind, she joined an habitual 

excellent man to Portsmouth. A cheerfulness of temper and kindness 

vacancy occurring in the incumbency of manner, which won and secured 

of the parish about the middle of the the attachment of all who knew her ; 

last century, he requested of Bishop and of these, by whom she was alike 

Hoadley, with whom he had some beloved in life and mourned in death, 

acquaintance, to select for it some there were both the old and the young, 

clergyman of good character and her immediate connexions and more 

liberal sentiments. Mr. Taylor's ap- remote acquaintance ; those of her 

pointment was the consequence of own religious society, and those of a 

this application, who, in accepting different faith ; and it is only those 

it, made a considerable pecuniary who, knowing the social graces and 

sacrifice. endearing kindness of her walk among 

The Revs. Russell Scott, Maurice, them, can estimate the loss which her 

Malleson,Fullagar, and Kell, Messrs. removal has inflicted on the little 

A. Clarke, Hotham, and other circle in which she moved. Her fel- 

friends, took part in the proceedings : low-worshippers saw in her a warm at- 

the attendance from neighbouring tachment to her religious principles, 

congregations was encouraging, and tempered by the moderation of 

the public services were well at- Christian charity. They saw, above 

tended. D. B. P. this, the fruits of faith in the unre- 

^^^^^ mitted discharge of religious duties, 

OBITUARY. "? the ener Sy a, \ d deli & ht with which 

she promoted the interests of their 

Mrs, Dean, society, and in the cordial affection 

On Monday the 12th of March, died with which she regarded all its mem- 

at Stand, near Manchester, Mrs. bers. Nothing could prove more, and 

Dean, in the 78th year of her age. more consoling to those who feel her 

She was the daughter of the late Rev. loss the most, the power and inesti- 

John Smith, of Bradford, in York- fnable value of Christianity, than the 

shire, and relict of the late Rev. perfect composure, with which she 

John Dean, of tlie same place, looked forward to the hour of disso- 

Trained up in the way of early reli- lution and the beautiful and cheering 

gion, she added to her young impres- anticipations with which she contem- 

sions the confirmations of reflection, plated her arrival in 4 a better country.' 

and the habitual study of the holy How dear to sorrowing hearts are 

scriptures. The course of moral dis- such recollections ! How new and 
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reviving the impulse which they give 
to languid desires and faint regards 
towards our eternal home ! How 
precious the hope of meeting again 
in the bright and happy regions of 
the blest ! Does it not reconcile us 
to life, refresh us for duty, communi- 
cate to heaven itself a fuller radiance, 
and to immortality a fairer bloom? 
There virtue is without suffering, our 
* peace is pure and hallowed, and we 
4 shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever/ 



Ann, the wife of Mr. John Munn, 
of Rolvenden, in Kent, aged sixty- 
seven, the daughter of the late Mr. 
John Mace, an eminent surgeon for 
many years of Tenterden in the above 
county. This event took place on 
Sunday, the eighth day of the present 
month. 

Mrs. Munn had, upon the whole, 
enjoyed a good state of health, until 
four or five months previous to her 
decease; when a bilious attack was 
followed with a debility which baffled 
all human skill. Her state of mind^ 
was that of a pure and elevated piety 
and a determined uprightness ; con- 
nected with all those enlightened, 
consoling and animating prospects, 
which Unitarian views of Christianity 
are so well calculated to inspire. 

These principles she took constant 
pains to instil into the minds of her 
children ; and particularly that, from 
which no inducement whatever should 
lead them to depart, even that strict 
regard to truth, so essential to the 
religious character. Mrs. M. was 
a constant attendant, so long as she 
was able, at the Unitarian chapel in 
this place ; and as constant in com- 
memorating the death of the great 
instructor and Saviour of mankind ; 
and her last days and hours were 
closed (for she was sensible to the 
last) in a state of resignation and 
reliance, fait'i and hope. 



Her youngest daughter died seven 
years since. Two sons and a daugh- 
ter remain to be a blessing to their 
sorrowing parent, who in their cul- 
tivated talents, and in every point of 
view just respectability of character, 
are proofs of the valuable effects of 
this culture on the part of their parents 
in all that is important to reasonable 
beings, and to Christians. 

Let parents follow the example here 
set them; and may they behold in 
their offspring the same invaluable 
effects t 

Mrs. M. also was by no means a 
stranger to the milder sympathies of 
our nature, to which the poor in her 
neighbourhood, and others, bear their 
willing testimony. The well-known 
direction of our blessed Saviour here 
presents itself to our attention ; * Go 
and do thou likewise.* L. H. 
Tenterden t 
nth April, 1832. A 



NOTICE. 

The Annual Meeting of the Kentish 
General Baptist Association will be 
held at Canterbury, on Tuesday, the 
1 5th of May. Mr. Means of London 
is appointed to preach. 

Unitarian Publications. 

Proceedings of the Church Mili- 
tant; or, Captain Gordon and his 
Coadjutors remarked upon ; including 
a brief Statement and Defence of 
some Unitarian Doctrines, in a Letter 
to the Hon. and Rev. G. Noel. By 
a Unitarian. Bridport. 

Providence, as manifested through 
Israel. By H. Martineau. Addressed 
to the Jews by the Unitarian Asso- 
ciation. 



W Public Fasts Irrational and Anti- 
Christian. By George Harris. 



London: Printed by W. Clowhs, Stamford- street. 
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PROCEEDINGS AT THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE IRISH UNITARIAN 

CHRISTIAN SOCIETY.* 

The Second Anniversary of the Irish than to attempt plans which, though 
Unitarian Christian Society was held, highly desirable in themselves, might 
in Dublin, on Sunday and Monday, entail a hazardous expenditure, with 
April 29th and 30th. On the afternoon slow returns of good. The book- 
and evening of the former day, the Rev. stock of the Society has been mate- 
George Harris, of Glasgow, preached rially enlarged during the past year ; 
in the meeting-houses of Eustace- and the circulation of publications has 
street and Strand-street. His hearers been more than doubled. The number 
will long remember his beautiful and of copies distributed since the last 
impressive exhibition of Unitarian annual meeting is 1060. When the 
Christianity in its relation to the so- probability is remembered that, with- 
cial and individual improvement of out the agency of the Society, no ap- 
man. On Monday, April 30th, the preciable number of these would have 
Annual General Meeting of the So- found their way into the country, its 
ciety was held in Strand-street meet- influence in creating, as well as sup- 
ing-house. The attendance was more plying, a demand for religious inforraa- 
numerous than at the last annual tion, will not be pronounced insigni- 
raeeting, and the interest awakened ficant. 

not less deep. At one o'clock the * Your Committee, aware that they 

chair was taken by Joseph Hone, Esq. represented a body of Christians who 

The Report of the Committee having loved truth for the sake of its righte- 

been read, was adopted. We can ousness, have thought it within their 

only give the following extracts : — province to place in the Catalogue of 

* In reporting to the Society the the present year many publications 
proceedings of a second year, your which, though in harmony with Uni- 
Committee would congratulate its tarian views, are by no means doctrinal 
members, that it has struggled with in their character. They would espe- 
good success through the difficulties cially call your attention to the sup- 
which beset the early period of its or- plement, comprising books peculiarly 
ganization. adapted to the young ; and would ex- 

* Contracted as the resources at the press their hope that it may aid parents 
disposal of your Committee have been, in imparting to their children, in no 
they have still confined their opera- unattractive form, the devotional in- 
tions to the distribution of books ; fluences of a scriptural faith, 
deeming it better to render the So- * The provincial connexions of the 
ciety truly efficient in this department, Society remain the same as at the end 

* These proceedings are so important and found, together with as much other intelli- 
interestfng, that it is hoped our subscribers gence as our limits, so enlarged, will allow, 
will not object to a Supplementary Number, and notices of various anniversaries to be 
in which the conclusion of them will be held this month.— Ed. 

p 
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of the last year. Your Committee 
have umnrogled satisfaction in point* 

ing to the continued activity and 
prosperity of the Cork District Society. 
Its weekly meetings for theological 
conversation have given rise to a si- 
milar practice in Dublin ; and the 
fearlessness with which its members, 
in private and in public, avow and 
vindicate their convictions, the vigi- 
lance with which they protect the 
fights of conscience, and the liberality 
with which they uphold institutions 
designed to promote social improve- 
ment, show that they desire to exhibit 
the natural union of doctrinal truth 
with practical righteousness. A liberal 
subscription from the Society at Ban- 
don proves its anxiety to be copiously 
furnished with the means of religious 
information. 

4 The Rev. Fletcher Blakely, the able 
and indefatigable secretary of the 
Moneyrea Society, says, in a letter 
recently received : — " Unitarianism is 
spreading rapidly in the north of 
Ireland ; and nothing is wanted but 
plainer preaching and the dissemina- 
tion of small Unitarian publications, 
to give it a firmer hold. Many of the 
humbler people in this district under- 
stand it well : several infant congre- 
gations are springing up." 

* And in a letter written from the 
North of Ireland, by your late trea- 
surer, the Rev. Joseph M'Alister, whose 
resignation of his office will be matter 
of regret to all who know his zeal, the 
following remarks occur: — " Entering 
fully into the opinions of the Com- 
mittee, that the resources of the So- 
ciety might be greatly increased, and 
its usefulness much extended, by the 
establishment of branch societies in 
remote parts of Ireland, I had taken 
an opportunity of visiting many of the 
towns of the north, with the view of . 
forming agencies for the promotion of 
our Christian objects. Several branch 
societies were in process of organiza- 
tion in connexion with the Central 
Society in Dublin, as noticed in your 
annual Report, when some members 
of the Unitarian body in the north 
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bca^Tract^ciet^ n Belfast, in order 

to communicate more directly with 
the Remonstrant Churches of Ulster. 
This Society has offered its friendly 
aid in carrying forward the plans and 
extending the principles which were 
contemplated by you as a Tract So- 
ciety. But the great field of mission" 
ary labour, which it was an object 
of the Central Society gradually to 
open up, is yet, I may say, with one 
or two exceptions, untouched. The 
preaching of Unitarian Christianity at 
Ballymoney has been crowned with 
much success. Indeed, there is scarce* 
ly a place in connexion with the Old 
Synod, where missionary exertion 
might not be carried on with equally 
favourable results. The members of 
the Remonstrant Synod have had 
much to do in their late struggle. 
They have effected more than could 
have been anticipated. But the spirit 
of the Northern restoration will sub- 
side, unless it be followed up by an 
efficient and well-directed Missionary 
establishment. The religious aggres- 
sions of the Calvinists here are be- 
yond all description insinuating and 
enslaving. They can only be met by 
a steady and public maintenance of 
rational Christianity. Missionary ex- 
ertion will never be properly conducted 
in this country until the Unitarians 
of the north, of Dublin, and of the 
south, unite their funds, and heartily 
co-operate in the good cause." 

* The fact is, that until one mission- 
ary tour shall have been made through- 
out the country, it will be impossible 
to learn with precision the state and 
prospects of pure religion in its dif- 
ferent districts, or to avail ourselves 
of the openings for useful exertion 
which they may afford. 

* During the past year your Com* 
mittee has continued the correspond- 
ence with America, which was com- 
menced by Rev. Henry Ware's visit 
to Ireland. 

' Your Committee have great satis- 
faction in recording the continued 
interest in your objects expressed in 
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the last year's correspondence by our usher* humanity into the presence of 
Unitarian brethren in England/ • In God. The dispensations of God have 
proof of the high position which the been not only dispensations of abstract 
Unitarians of England hold in respect wisdom, faithfulness, and mercy, but 
of intellectual cultivation and Christian have been beautifully adapted to the 
benevolence, an appeal may be made several stages of human progress to 
to the Monthly Repository ; a publi- perfection. In the infancy of huma- 
cation as worthy of the social and nity, the mode of God's government 
religious character of the denomina- was analogous to the exercise of pa- 
tion which it represents, as it is of the rental authority, — a special guardian- 
eloquence and philanthropy of ita ship constantly exerted, a literal obe- 
gifted editor, the Rev. W. J. Fox. It is dience constantly exacted. He was as 
impossible that such admirable heralds the Patriarch of patriarchs, the al- 
of truth as the Monthly Repository mighty God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
for England, and the Christian Pioneer Jacob. As man advanced to the 
for Scotland, can fail to prepare the youth of intellect, temptations multi- 
way for a rapid diminution of preju* plied ; tyranny came to crush, and 
dice, and the wide diffusion of a better found in superstition a ready ally. It 
faith.' seemed good to Heaven to secure one 
The Rev. J oseph Hutton proposed, and sacred enclosure, to set apart one select 
the Rev. James Armstrong seconded, nation, as the depository of wisdom ; 
the following resolution, which, with all and, prone as uncultivated man is to 
which followed it, was passed unani- ceremony and show, he who seeth the 
mously : — heart decreed that the spirit of holy 

1. 4 That the thanks of this Meeting truth should be enshrined in ritual 
be given to the Rev. George Harris, for observances. As man advanced far- 
ms eloquent and impressive sermons, ther, the vision of nobler progress, 
delivered yesterday on behalf of this the buddings of more productive rea- 
Society.' son, the reign of a higher benevolence* 

The Rev. George Harris moved the were shadowed forth by the prophets, 

following resolution: — At length the manhood of man ar- 

2. 4 That the members of this So- rived, and the Messenger of Grace 
ciety, contrasting the present state of appeared. Broken down was the wall 
Unitarian Christianity with its aspect of partition, and the temple-gates 
in the days of the persecuted Emlyn, thrown open ; and the banner was 
find reason for much gratitude to the borne before the conqueror, inscribed 
Father of Lights ; but comparing its with the announcement of " Peace on 
still depressed condition with its holy earth, and good-will to men ;" peace, 
and benignant character, we feel our- not merely to one tribe, but to all 
selves impelled by solemn obligation generations ; good- will, not merely to 
to renewed efforts in the dissemination Scribes and Pharisees, not to any 
of a faith, tending to bring glory to privileged few, but to man as man, as 
God, love to Christ, and peace to man/ part of that great family of which the 

He said, * When I look around me, Saviour is the elder brother, and God 
I feel impelled to thank God and take the impartial parent. To us, the cere- 
courage. I regard this assembly as monies of Judaism are not adapted * 
an indication of the progress of the at the time of their appointment they 
times, — of a growing spirit of inquiry were essential. Man as a race resem- 
and of benevolence, as a pledge and bles man as an individual ; that which 
prelude of brighter days ; as a test)- would be his sustenance at one time, 
mony to the true character of the re- would be his death at another. It is 
ligion of the Saviour, which tells of a proof of God's wisdom, that while 
privilege to the many, emancipates his revelations have been various, they 
from the thraldom of iuperstition, and have been in unbroken harmony : and 
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their diversity and their harmony are 
both illustrative of the progress of 
roan towards perfection. It is in this 
view of the progressiveness of its ten- 
dency, that I especially advocate Uni- 
tarian Christianity. Its principles 
are my best treasures ; not merely 
because they are reason's dictates, but 
because, being identified with the gos- 
pel, they possess its spirit of enlarg- 
ing benevolence. When Christianity 
sprung forth fresh from the Author 
and Finisher of our faith, then was 
the period of its moral power; its 
spirit of philanthropy evinced in its 
banding in holy brotherhood the Jew, 
the Samaritan, the Gentile ; its spirit 
of devotion testified in the sufferings 
of confessors and the blood of martyr- 
dom. When it became corrupted, 
when it was contaminated by unholy 
alliance with courts and thrones, when 
its pure simplicity of worship was for- 
gotten, then tyranny and licentious- 
ness ran riot ; then pure Christianity 
was exiled to the mountains ; and when 
from these fastnesses it issued once 
more, the sounds of renovated liberty 
were uttered first by the believers in 
God's unrivalled majesty and unquali- 
fied benevolence. And as Unitarian- 
ism has connected itself with the pe- 
riods of the gospel's greatest moral 
power, so has it been received by the 
greatest minds of our race as the truth 
of God. Those who have read aright 
the annals of their race know this. 
Who was he that unravelled the mys- 
teries of the human soul, and laid his 
finger of discovery upon the subtleties 
of thought ; and, enamoured of the 
truth, was the friend of inquiry, and 
held forth to the wandering intellect 
the lamp of knowledge? John Locke, 
the Christian Unitarian, whose name 
is dear wherever philosophy and liberty 
are held sacred. And who was he, 
before whose gaze the veil which had 
enwrapped creation's glories, with- 
drew ; who wandered in thought 
through regions of the universe, 
where he grew familiar with the blaze 
of suns, and crossed the planetary 
tracks? Newton, the Christian Uni- 



tarian, who, though standing among 
men as the interpreter of the Creator, 
deemed his faith dearer and sublimer 
than his philosophy. And who was 
he who communed with the heavenly 
muse on " Sion's height," and by 
" Siloa's brook, that flowed fast 
by the oracle of God ;" and thence 
" invoked her aid to his adventurous 
song;" he who raised the soul to 
heaven by his lofty verse, and vindi- 
cated its liberty on earth by his im- 
mortal prose ? John Milton, the 
Christian Unitarian, whose patriotism, 
inspiration, and theology, dwelt in 
beautiful harmony within his soul. 
You know that I might lengthen out 
this list : names like these, enshrined 
in the veneration of mankind, prove 
that knowledge is the herald of Uni- 
tarianism ; and, vice versa, where 
Unitarian ism dwells, knowledge and 
liberty will not be far. The call which 
we make to our fellow-men is, " Think ; 
think freely; if you think with us, 
well ; but at all events, think. Know 
yourselves, know your religion, know 
your Saviour, know your God ; know 
your rights, and maintain them, and 
then will you dignify your nature/* 
That is not freedom of inquiry which 
admits of any boundary but those of 
the human intellect : that is not free 
inquiry which Athanasius or Calvin 
menaces with fire eternal. I look on 
him vassal who is terrified by 
man's frown, or seduced by his smile, 
from taking the Bible in his hand, 
and extracting from its sacred page 
an uninfluenced and individual faith. 
I glory in the name of Protestant ; a 
name associated with the noblest 
struggles for spiritual liberty. But if 
there be abroad in the land a spirit 
striving to deter the inquirer from his 
pursuit ; if it warn the people against 
reading the books of those who are con- 
temptuously pronounced unsound in 
the faith; if it call into exercise family 
influence, and enlist family affection 
in behalf of intolerance ; if it convert 
social intercourse into a sectarian 
squabble ; and if I am asked to call 
this Protestantism, I will be no party 
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to the unhallowed misnomer. The 
rack and the fire are not there indeed; 
but is there not a prostration of mind 
at variancewith genuineProtestantism? 
It matters little whether the Bible be 
put into the hands of the people, or be 
shut up, if the people are, after all, to 
judge of it by proxy. 

• If I am to bow down to authority, 
give me not the charter of my liber- 
ties to mock me. There is no medium 
between " the Bible and the whole 
Bible," and a degrading vassalage to 
authority: and Unitarianism, with- 
holding that Bible from none, and 
prescribing no creed to fetter its inter- 
pretation, secures the possession of 
that liberty and knowledge which are 
the destined inheritance of every crea- 
ture of the living God. Unitarianism, 
by the views it unfolds of God as a 
kind parent, and of man as his beloved 
child, make the promotion of know- 
ledge and happiness the duty of all its 
believers. And in the performance of 
this duty they will imitate that Being 
whose highest glory it is, that He is 
the fountain of universal good. They 
will unmask all those false and spe- 
cious forms of gooa* which tyranny 
has dressed up for the delusion of the 
nations. There is that scourge of 
humanity, that path to renown, stained 
with blood and haunted by images of 
crime and death, that Moloch, war. 
When religion was pure and fresh, the 
arms of the warrior were laid at the 
foot of the cross ; but when potentates 
took Christianity under their royal 
patronage, then the banner was raised 
again. And the restoration of pure re- 
ligion, the prevalence of Unitarianism, 
would be the prevalence of universal 
peace. Men would learn the differ- 
ence between the false glory, the 
mushroom greatness, which, in the 
service of selfishness, desolates the 
earth, and that true greatness, whose 
interpretation is usefulness ; that pure 
glory, whose essence is a love of duty 
toiling for the general good; — the 
glory, not of the soldier, but of the 
philanthropist; — the glory of prin- 
ciple, of probity, of truth, of justice, 



of benevolence; — the glory, not of 
governing men as machines, but of 
instructing them to educate and go- 
vern themselves. There is that insult 
to humanity, slavery ; and be it black 
or white, our sympathy is with the 
wronged and outraged; and would 
men but regard God as their Father, 
these things could exist no longer. 
But while God is thought of as a 
tyrant, and earth as an accursed prison- 
house, and man as an outcast, slavery 
has a plea of sympathy with faith. The 
soul is branded to men's hands already : 
to enthral the body is but an insigni- 
ficant improvement on God's own sys- 
tem. A West Indian colony realizes 
the picture which Calvinism gives of 
God's creation. It is to the energies 
of pure religion that we look for the 
abolition of slavery. Too long has the 
black looked around him, and asked, 
" Am I not a friend and a brother?" 
too long has he looked to heaven and 
cried, 44 Hast thou but one blessing, 
my Father?" Friends of freedom ! re- 
flect that the rights for which you con- 
tend are the rights of mankind ; and 
that he who would enchain man, raises 
his arm against heaven. I call on all 
who hear me, not to cease from their 
exertions, till the last slave-ship shall 
have visited Africa ; — till the Ethio- 
pian from Egypt to the Cape shall 
stretch forth his hands to the true 

God ' 

* The criminal code of our country is 
constructed on merciless principles, at 
variance with the proper objects of 
punishment. It would seem to regard 
the gallows as the best preventive of 
crime, and the hangman as the teacher 
of social morality. And as long as men 
continue to believe that God burns his 
creatures in hell-fire for ever, with no 
other object than the infliction of 
agony, they may well conclude that 
revenge may be the object of law, 
rather than reformation. In cases of 
heretical faith bigots have long thought 
that to kill was as short a method as 
to convert, and somewhat easier too ; 
in cases of guilty conduct, the law 
thinks so stifl. The inhuman prin- 
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ciple is not a whit more reasonable in 
the one ease than in the other : it is 
at variance with the decisions of sound 
philosophy, and with the merciful 
spirit of Christianity. And Uni- 
tarianism, in the views which it takes 
of the Divine character, of man as a 
moral being, and of earth as a pre- 
paration for heaven, secures the ad- 
vancement of a more humane and 
remedial system towards the wretched 
victims of guilt. The greatest hap- 
piness of the greatest number is our 
object. While the inhabitants of 
these islands are crying out against 
a monopoly of trade and a monopoly of 
power, how strange is it that the mo- 
nopoly of heaven should be regarded 
as a bright and saving article of faith 
— a monopoly which shrouds the earth 
in gloom, and makes heaven a con- 
venticle !— how opposed is it to that 
religion, which flings wide open the 
everlasting doors, and inscribes on 
the portals, that ** God is no respecter 
of persons ; but, in every nation, he 
that feareth God and worketh righte- 
ousness shall be accepted of him." 
It is because I perceive the sympathy 
between existing systems of faith, and 
existing practices of injustice, that I 
believe those systems to be not only 
erroneous and unscriptural, but alien 
to the spirit of humanity, and hostile 
to the prevalence of genuine liberty. 
Glad am I to know, that numbers who 
entertain the common theology, feel 
and act inconsistently with their faith; 
that the human heart gains a victory 
over the creeds that are interwoven 
with the memory, and receive the 
assent of the judgment. Would we 
bring glory to God and blessings to 
our fellow-men ? It must be by the 
open profession of those principles 
which we believe to be gospel truths, 
that we can hope to accomplish these 
dearest objects of our hearts. God 
has declared that he will have all men 
to be saved, and the Saviour has 
assured us that the truth shall make 
his disciples free, — free from sin, pre- 
judice and imperfection. The tri- 
umph of truth and justice, then, w 



secure. Let us only do our parti, 
and then leave the issue in the hands 
of Omnipotent Love. To stimulate 
you to this duty is the object of the 
Society which calls us together.— 
May its accomplishment form the hap- 
piness of your lives, and through eter- 
nal ages prove the glory, the honour 
of your immortality!' 

Mr. William Porter seconded the 
resolution : he said, * It cannot be de- 
nied that the Remonstrants have done 
much in behalf of the sacred cause 
which we are met to forward. They 
have subjected themselves to many 
inconveniences rather than surrender 
one jot or one tittle of that liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made his peo- 
ple free. But perhaps we have ac- 
customed ourselves to speak of them 
and of their services in a strain of 
eulogy in some degree exaggerated. 
Comparing ourselves by ourselves, 
they certainly tower above the com- 
mon class of Unitarians of the pre- 
sent day. But we have had men 
whose sacrifices for the sake of truth 
were infinitely greater; men who, 
against principalities and powers, 
against penal statutes and public odi- 
um, against arbitrary judges and sub- 
servient juries, against fine and im- 
prisonment, maintained alike the right 
of private judgment and the opinions 
to which its exercise had led them, 
and who flung property to the winds, 
and snapped asunder every cord that 
tied them to the earth, and who would 
not have accounted their lives dear 
unto them in comparison with the 
manly and fearless assertion of what 
they in their consciences believed to 
be the truth once delivered to the 
saints. I allude to the persecuted 
Emlyn, whose memory was this morn- 
ing honoured by our reverend guest, 
and others of his sterling stamp, the 
goodly fellowship of our confessors : 
the noble army of our martyrs. We 
must not, Sir, congratulate the Re- 
monstrants of the north as if their 
warfare was accomplished. We must 
not hail those who buckle on their 
armour as those who put it off. They 



Digitized by Google 



UNITAHIAN 

have nobly freed themselves from 
hinderances hard to be shaken from 
them; they have placed themselves 
unencumbered at the starting post, 
from whence, I trust, they will press 
onward toward the mark ; but we 
should not lead them to suppose that 
the goal has yet been reached. In 
no part of Ireland have Unitarians 
done their duty. Many reasons 
might be assigned for the prevailing 
apathy, but I shall confine myself to 
one which strikes me as very influen- 
tial. Exertions are not made to dis- 
seminate Unitarianism in Ireland, be- 
cause it is considered that all exertions 
of the kind are hopeless. Difficulties 
do, no doubt, beset the path. Mr. 
Harris has this evening communi- 
cated some instances illustrative of the 
furious spirit of opposition winch his 
ministry has encountered in Scotland, 
but Unitarians in this country must 
overcome obstacles yet more consi- 
derable. " It is evidently impossible," 
expostulates the timid man, "to stem 
the tide which now sets in against 
you. Look round upon the religious 
world, and what encouraging signs 
do you discern? The high church 
party in the Establishment, though 
not extremely zealous about doctrine, 
shrinks appalled from every shadow 
of innovation, and it commands the 
acquiescence of all those who are 
more anxious that the church to which 
they attach themselves should be in 
close connexion with the most wealthy 
empire on the globe, than with a certain 
other kingdom, which is not of this 
world. The Evangelical party — a 
large and still increasing body — feels 
towards your opinions a fanatical hos- 
tility, and exerts itself against them 
with unwearied perseverance. Do 
you hope to pierce the panoply of 
prejudice in which the orthodox dis- 
senter has fortified his mind, warm as 
he is in the north, with the heat of a 
recent controversy, and in the south, 
roused to run the career of popularity 
with the Calvinistic portion of the 
church? The enlightened amongst 
our Roman Catholic eountrymen are 
for the moBt part careless about Chris- 
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tianity, and the remainder beyond the 
reach of argument- from devotion to 
their church. Persons have no doubt 
been heard from the platform of the 
Rotunda, who desired a Christian as- 
sembly to preach the Gospel to every 
creature, not with any expectation 
that the glad tidings would be em- 
braced, but in order that God's justice 
might be glorified in the damnation of 
those who, by his own decree, were 
inevitably to reject them *. But Uni- 
tarians have not so learned Christ. 
They are not pious enough to volun- 
teer for the eternal destruction of their 
fellow men. They have no motive 
for exertion, save a prospect of suc- 
cess. And does a small sect, — one 
everywhere spoken against, — conceive 
that they have any hope of overcoming 
such obstacles as have been now enu- 
merated ? " Unquestionably these con- 
siderations are not destitute of weight, 
and nothing is gained by affecting to 
think them frivolous. But what re- 
formation ever took place which did 
not triumph over obstacles greater 
far than these ? A thousand avenues 
are open through which we might 
throw both Unitarian publications 
and Unitarian preaching into the pub- 
lic mind. We profess to hold the 
powers of human nature in respect ; 
we protest against Calvinism, be- 
cause, in our opinion, it calumniates 
them ; and yet we practically avow 
our conviction that plain, rational, 
scriptural demonstrations, submitted 
with kindness to the consideration of 
the public, will produce no good effect 
whatever. I ask, in the name of 
common consistency, should these 
things be ? Sir, the course is open 
before us, and it is only timidity that 
sees a lion in the path. But if we 
are content to be Unitarians of a cer- 
tain class, that is to say, persons who 
go to meeting once a week because it 
is seemly to go somewhere; who have 
a few favourite phrases constantly in 
their mouths, about allowing every 
man to go his own way to heaven, — 
who delight to dwell upon the evils of 

» - 

* Rev. Nicholas Armstrong. 
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controversy when prevailing error is 
about to be assailed — who are ready 
to make the roost charitable allow- 
ances for a popular system of divinity, 
but are signally severe in their judg- 
ment upon any which appears to be 
at all more unpopular than their own ; 
who coldly sanction a form of wor- 
ship for the dissemination of which 
they scruple to afford one penny of 
their money, or one hour of their 
time ; if we are content to be Unitarians 
of this description, I have no great 
expectation of success. To what pur- 
pose should you urge such an indivi- 
dual to promote the objects which we 
have in view ? Gallio careth for none 
of these things. But if the Unitari- 
ans of Ireland could be roused from 
their indifference ; if a miracle could 
be wrought, and the dry bones live, 
much honest prejudice might be over- 
come, and much dishonest clamour 
effectually put down, by a firm un- 
flinching avowal of our opinions. In 
considering the course which we ought 
to pursue in the advocacy of our senti- 
ments, I have often thought that the 
respective conduct of two celebrated 
men in the sister island, both of whom 
embraced Unitarianism, and desired 
to propagate what they had embraced, 
might furnish an instructive lesson. In 
one of the most enlightened periods 
of English history, when opinions 
upon many important subjects had 
been weighed in the balance, and 
many of them found wanting ; when, 
in politics, the glorious revolution had 
preserved a nation's liberties ; when 
Newton and Locke — those Unitarian 
worthies on whom Mr. Harris passed 
this morning such a splendid panegy- 
ric—had brought under subjection the 
worlds of matter and of mind ; it was 
to be expected that theology, though 
always hanging back, should never- 
theless participate in the general ad- 
vance. Accordingly, a man of the 
most profound and varied talents, a 
most accomplished scholar — in natural 
philosophy selected to translate the 
Principia into the language of the 
learned,— in metaphysics the worthy 



antagonist of Leibnitz, a distinguished 
favourite with royalty, and the most 
popular preacher of bis day, became a 
believer in the simple Unity of the 
Great First Cause, whose being and 
attributes he had previously demon- 
strated in a noble work which still 
maintains its pristine reputation: I 
allude of course to Dr. Samuel Clarke. 
Now, with respect to religious insti- 
tutions, the doctor was a bit-by-bit 
reformer. The Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity is written with an evident 
disposition to outrage as few preju- 
dices as possible. It sought to win 
the Church to Unitarianism, by affect- 
ing to find Unitarianism in the stand- 
ards of the Church : and this course 
seemed for a time to prosper. If the 
Convocation murmured, Clarke strove 
to soothe the Convocation ; and he 
gathered so many personal influences 
about himself and his opinions, that 
the latter were thought to have spread 
far and wide. But what finally be- 
came of this attempt to smuggle truth 
unawares into the Establishment; this 
attempt to put the new wine into the 
old bottles — the new doctrine in the 
old creeds? What became of the 
Thatched House petition, and the 250 
ministers who signed it — the pam- 
phlets of Archdeacon Blackburne, and 
the speeches of Sir George Saville ? 
With the exception of Lindsey, Jebb 
and Wakefield, who manfully seceded, 
what became of all the rest ? Of the 
many who were healed, how was it 
that these alone appeared to give 
thanks? Unitarianism, Sir, at that 
period, sprung up quickly ; but, be- 
cause it had no root, it withered. 

4 In an after day another champion, 
less cautious in his tactics, issued from 
the ranks of the orthodox dissenters. 
As long as the highest moral worth, 
united to an ardent longing after 
truth, shall command respect, the 
name of Priestley must be held in 
reverence. This great man adopted 
a course of proceeding, the reverse of 
that pursued by Dr. Clarke. He 
cried aloud, and spared not. With 
him there was no attempt to conciliate 



Digitized by Google 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 



persons or principles which he felt it 
his duty to denounce ; and at first the 
results appeared to be disastrous. He 
was blamed by timid friends for his 
imprudence ; he was assailed by open 
enemies for his presumption ; he was 
exposed to the attacks of adverse par- 
ties ; to the high church intolerance 
of Horsley, and the sceptic sneer of 
Gibbon : a half religious, half politi- 
cal mob destroyed at Birmingham his 
scientific property ; a social persecu- 
tion followed him to London with 
unremitted virulence, and he was at 
length driven from a country of which 
he was an ornament, to seek for shel- 
ter in a foreign land. But what was 
the ultimate effect of all this ? We 
may read it in the flourishing state of 
Unitarianism in England ; and in the 
cheering progress which it has made 
in America, to which the storms of 
persecution carried the seeds of truth. 
Channing has done much, but he en- 
tered in some degree into the labours 
of Priestley, in the new world, where 
Unitarian principles promise to be as 
permanent as the phenomena of her 
external nature ; and those who seek 
to overthrow them might as well at- 
tempt to shoulder the Andes from 
their base, or turn again the Missis- 
sippi to its source. I trust that the 
friends of truth in this country will be 
animated by the same decided spirit 
Depend upon it, temporizing will serve 
us nothing. Instead of conciliating 
opposition, it invariably increases dog- 
matism. If, whilst our opponents 
are bold, confident, and sweeping in 
their statements, we begin to doubt, 
and hesitate and draw distinctions, and 
advocate the truth as if we were apo- 
logizing for error, the truth will win 
no conquests. Are your opinions 
false ? Speak out : they will be the 
more easily refuted. Are your opinions 
true ? Speak out : they will be the 
sooner recognized. May our ministers 
universally be convinced that it is their 
duty to attach their flocks by the en- 
during bond of principle, and that all 
ties of a nature merely personal, are 
at best but flaxen cord* I May they 



universally perceive that a community 
of feeling, and, on some important 
points, a community of faith, are the 
only cement which can bind a church 
permanently together ; and that when 
we endeavour to substitute any other 
preparation, we do but daub the wall 
with untempered mortar. In my 
opinion, we should canvass the errors 
which surround us with charity and 
freedom. We cannot do justice to 
our own views without contrasting 
them with those of others. The part 
of Moses naturally precedes the part 
of Joshua. You must first lead out 
the people from the house of bondage, 
and then introduce them to the pro- 
mised land. 

* I cannot sit down without adverting 
for an instant to a circumstance con- 
nected with the interests of the Society 
whose anniversary we celebrate. My 
reverend friend, Mr. Martineau, sits 
amongst us as its secretary for the last 
time. I would willingly prophesy 
smooth things if I could ; but I cannot 
contemplate without anxiety the de- 
parture of the individual who has been, 
since its establishment, the very breath 
of its nostrils. I will not enter upon 
any extraneous topics. But when I 
call to mind the qualities which dis- 
tinguish the man, the minister, and 
the secretary, I may be allowed to 
participate in a wish which is felt by 
many in this city, that he had been 
allowed to remain amongst us. God 
knows we need him.' 

The Rev. Dr. Drummond moved 
the following resolution : — 

' 3. That the Unitarian faith is em- 
bodied in the " Bible and the whole 
Bible that consequently it intimately 
connects itself with the great principle * 
of the sufficiency of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; that in the dissemination of the 
sacred writings its professors have 
rejoiced to find an object of religious 
benevolence, in which they could cor- 
dially unite with all other denomina- 
tions of the Protestant world ; and that, 
while we regret the recent attempt to 
exclude them by a doctrinal test from 
the continuance of tliis union, we ob- 
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serve with satisfaction the spirit in 
which it has been rejected by the 
Committee of the Hibernian Bible 
Society. 

He observed, that * when the Bible 
Society was first formed, all Christian- 
minded people, especially those of the 
Protestant denomination, hailed it 
with emotions of delight They said 
that the Word of God would now have 
free course, unimpeded by sectarian 
prejudice, and that a mode had at 
last been discovered of uniting with 
harmony the discordant elements of 
which the Protestant world is com- 
posed. As all Protestants agree that 
the Bible contains the sum and sub* 
stance of their religion, it was natu- 
rally supposed that the profession of 
belief in its sacred contents should 
form a sufficiently strong bond of 
union among those whom conflicting 
opinions on doctrinal subjects had 
kept too long separated. The only 
principle on which it is probable that 
Christians should ever be induced to 
agree is this, viz. " that the Bible, the 
whole Bible, and nothing but the 
Bible," isjthe source of true religion 
and sufficient to make men wise unto 
salvation, without being connected 
with the peculiar doctrines of any par- 
ticular church. The Bible Society 
was founded on this principle, and had 
for its specific objects the distribution 
of the Bible without note or comment. 
The scheme was happily devised and 
successfully carried into execution. It 
.received liberal support from the in- 
telligence, the wealth, and the influ- 
ence of almost the whole Protestant 
community. For a time the world 
began to assume a new aspect, a more 
Christian aspect than it had exhibited 
since its earliest and most flourishing 
times. Primitive Christianity seemed 
to have again visited the earth ; and 
some were almost prompted to exclaim, 
" Behold these Bible men, how they 
love one another !" A spot of neutral 
territory had been discovered, where 
the belligerent powers of church mili- 
tant might congregate in peace — a 
green oasis in the wide desert of 



ferent regions might give to each 
other the right hand of fellowship, and 
whither they might lead their flocks as 
to pastures of tender grass and foun- 
tains of living water. 

1 The scheme wrought well, for it 
was framed and conducted on prin- 
ciples truly Christian : it fulfilled, it 
surpassed the most sanguine hopes of 
its founders ; — the press, the great in* 
strument of man's liberties and rights, 
was set actively to work ; the Bible 
was translated into more languages 
than had been written ; it was multi- 
plied like the leaves of the forest ; the 
good seed of the word was scattered 
abroad to the four winds of Heaven, 
and though some of it may have fallen 
on a stony soil, — though some of it 
may have been choked by weeds or 
devoured by ill-omened birds, and 
some trodden down and crushed under 
the iron hoof of bigotry and supersti- 
tion, it cannot be doubted that much 
of it fell on a good and fertile soil,— 
that it has brought forth fruit to per- 
fection, — that it has produced, and is 
now producing, some thirty, some 
sixty, and some a hundred-fold. Pro- 
testants of all denominations were 
invited to unite their efforts in the 
holy cause, and numbers of them all, 
or almost all, were admitted to take a 
part in the proceedings of the society. 
For a time the distinctions of what are 
called orthodoxy and heterodoxy were 
laid aside, and all seemed willing to 
be actuated only by principles of 
Christian philanthropy ; — the dark 
cloud of sectarianism and bigotry 
began to be expelled from the reli- 
gious atmosphere, and the genius of 
Christianity came forth beautiful and 
brilliant as a star in the firmament 
that has " bathed its glittering fore* 
head in the ocean and new tricked its 
beams," and was seen for a time, by 
the rapt eye of faith and hope, radiat- 
ing a cheerful light and shedding a 
benignant influence on the heads and 
hearts of men. But this happy state 
was not ordained to last ; the glorious 
Yi«onpaMedaw«y,-it melted into the 
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air. The spirit Antichrist was dis- 
turbed, and as he is said to have in- 
sinuated himself into the Garden of 
Eden to blight that felicity which he 
could not participate, so he determined 
to creep into the Bible Society to 
create confusion and to scatter among 
the sons of peace the fiery seeds of 
diseord and rebellion against the Most 
High. Under the mask of superior 
sanctity, and in the guise of one who 
pretended that he had eaten of the 
Tree of Knowledge, and had his 
eyes opened to distinguish between 
good and evil, he entered their councils, 
and began to whisper that their sanc- 
tified body was tainted with the poison 
of heresy, the leprous and soul-de- 
stroying heresy, — that they ought to 
undergo a purgation, — that the heretics 
should be expelled,— and, to guard 
against their re-admission, a test of 
orthodoxy should be administered to 
every member of the holy conclave. 
The evil one having thus infused the 
venom of his serpent tongue into the 
bosom of his elect, left it to work and 
ferment, and it wrought and fermented 
according to his wishes. At last, 
some whom he had made his con* 
fidants and the organs of his counsels, 
had the assurance, in defiance of all 
shame, to give utterance to his wicked 
suggestions, and propose that a belief 
in the Trinity should be adopted as the 
test of membership by the Bible So- 
ciety I 

* This proposition was in direct vio- 
lation of the principle on which the 
Bible Society was founded. It was 
annexing to the Bible a note of por- 
tentous sound, — a comment of most 
anti-biblical, most anti-christian ten- 
dency, — an audacious attempt to over- 
throw a system whose peculiar beauty 
and utility lay in the broad principle 
on which it was based. That such a 
proposition should have been a subject 
of discussion in the Bible Society, 
nay, that it was not met at once by 
an universal burst of indignation and 
scorn, is a matter of reproach. After 
a stormy meeting, which a Rev. gentle- 
man, who was present, compared to a 



bear-garden, the motion was lost, and 
the Bible Society was rescued from 
ruin and everlasting opprobrium. 

* Foiled in their endeavours to over** 
throw the beautiful creation of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
the adversaries resolved to form a 
society of their own, which they bap- 
tized with the water of contention, the 
bitter water of Marah and Meribah, 
the Trinitarian Bible Society. They 
had now got a bantling of their, own 
to nurse, and might indulge many 
a glowing anticipation of its future 
beauty and its future strength, when 
it was to come forth like Samson to 
smite down the Philistines with the 
jaw-bone of an ass ; or rather, like a 
man of Gath, to defy the armies of 
the Living God. But, lo ! while they 
are yet gazing and gaping with 
parental delight on their baby-giant, 
they behold with amazement and 
horror that it is speckled like a viper* 
dotted all over from top to toe with 
the plague-spots of the Irving heresy I , 
and, to add to their horror and mor- 
tification, they heard their first-born 
denounced, sneered at, and ridiculed 
even by some of the sanctified fra- 
ternity as a lusus natures, a mon* 
strous miscreation. Having formed 
a new society, and adopted a purify- 
ing test of admission, it was to be 
presumed that it would be hailed, by 
the elect at least, as a beautifully or- 
thodox and perfectly immaculate cor* 
poration ; and, above all, that their 
chosen committee, the sanctum sano- 
tommy would be impervious to the 
mal-aria of heterodoxy. How com- 
pletely they were mistaken, the ortho- 
dox journal, named •« The Record," 
testifies.' 

The Rev. Speaker here read several 
extracts from the ' Record ' news- 
paper confirming his statements of 
the total failure of the Trinitarian 
Bible Society, one of which is the 
following : — 

4 Although there were sixty-four 
individuals who signed the requisition 
for the special meeting of the Tri- 
nitarian Bible Society, only forty- 
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eight voted. Several of the requisi- 
tionists are known to have wholly 
misunderstood the intention of the 
originators of this measure, and some 
have expressed their wish that this 
should be made known. Among 
these is the Rev. J. Saunders. Another 
requisition ist, John Boswell, Esq., has 
sent us a corrected copy of his 
speech, and concludes as follows: — 
" Allow me, Mr. Editor, to add that 
I have seceded from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, because heresy 
is eligible to a share in the manage- 
ment of the affairs of that Society. I 
have seceded from the Trinitarian 
Bible Society, because heresy and 
fanaticism have a share in the ma- 
nagement of its affairs." Holy, con- 
scientious man! with what a sweet 
pugilistic grace he may project his 
arms and exclaim, " Stand aside ! I 
am holier than thou!" or, raising 
them aloft with dilated stature, and 
swelling chest, and trumpet tongue, 
cry aloud, " God, I thank thee that I 
am not as other men are !" The same 
anti-christian spirit which wrought in 
England extended its baleful influence 
to our own island, and attempts,though 
of a less public nature, similar in 
wickedness and folly to those made in 
London, were made to subvert the 
Hibernian Bible Society. The good 
sense and Christian feeling of tins 
Society, united to a regard for prin- 
ciple and consistency, baffled those 
attempts, and, it is to be hoped, will 
continue to baffle them should they be 
ever repeated. Trinitarians are fond 
of boasting, to their shame, that no 
Socinians — meaning Unitarians, for 
they are fond of nick-names — are ever 
admitted to their councils, or to any 
share in the management of their 
affairs. This is assuredly not fair. 
They who are members of a society, 
who are acknowledged to be such by 
the receipt of their subscriptions, who 
have always evinced an honest desire 
to act faithful to the principles on 
which the Society was constituted,— 
who, in the purity of their morals and 
the rectitude of their conduct, would 
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not shrink from a comparison with, 
the bestof theexclusionists, — ought to 
have their representatives in the com- 
mittee and on the platform. Whence 
so much anxiety to exclude them? 
Have they in any mode rendered 
themselves unworthy of the holy 
brotherhood? Have they ever be- 
trayed the great principle of the Bible 
Society, and made use of an influence, 
derived from their connexion with 
that Society, to circulate tracts and 
comments in support of their peculiar 
doctrines ? H ave they distributed the 
Bible, without note or comment, with 
the right hand, while with the left 
they were scattering their creeds, 
articles, and confessions of faith? 
Had they one face for the privy council 
and another for public exhibition? 
Have they at any time claimed pre- 
cedence of men, their superiors in 
virtue and learning, or used an undue 
influence to keep an orthodox brother 
in the back-ground, and to plunge 
him in the deepest shade, lest, being 
discovered, he might become an object 
of that popular regard which the 
orthodox are so anxious to mono- 
polize? Unitarians know well how 
they have been treated by Bible 
Societies, and assuredly they cannot 
boast that it has been according to 
the golden rule of Christianity ; but 
they scorned to complain ; — if good 
were done, they remained satisfied ; 
they were little ambitious of distinc- 
tion among the orators of the Rotunda. 
They rejoiced to see that the Bible 
was distributed, conscious that the 
Bible is their most powerful and effi- 
cient advocate. The projectors of the 
Trinitarian Bible Society have given 
Unitarians the most decisive triumph ; 
they have virtually sealed their testi- 
mony to the truth of Unitarian Chris- 
tianity. Whence their anxiety to 
form a Trinitarian Society and make 
a profession of belief in the Trinity 
the condition of membership? Where, 
but from a consciousness that the 
Bible is a Unitarian book? Whence 
but from a secret and well-founded 
conviction that the Bible, without note 
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or Comment, will make all honest and 
unprejudiced readers Unitarians? They 
have betrayed their want of confidence 
in the Bible to teach the doctrine of 
" Three in one." They would stamp 
Trinitarian on its back as a talisman 
against the omnipotence of truth. 
They dare not send it forth on the 
strength of its own merits. They are 
afraid to trust it alone ;— it will pro- 
pagate the soul- destroying heresy,— 
it will unteach all that has been taught 
by Athanasius and Calvin. That it 
has already produced some of these 
effects we may rest persuaded ; and 
how should it not? The Bible is 
Unitarian throughout; anti-trinitarian 
in the beginning, anti-trinitarian in 
the middle, anti-trinitarian in the end. 
It knows as little of the doctrine as of 
the terms Trinity and Trinitarian, and 
that is nothing ; but it teaches that 
God is one person, an intelligent 
Being, the Creator and the Father of 
all. **This is life eternal, to know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou has sent." In all 
that was written by Moses and the 
prophets, and taught by Christ and 
his Apostles, we can discover nothing 
of a Trinity, nothing of a Platonic, 
an Aristotelian, a Pythagorean, a 
Brahminical, a Runic, a Sabellian, 
or a Swedenborgian Trinity, nor any 
of the three-score and ten Trinities 
which have claimed in turn the belief 
and imposed on the credulity of man- 
kind. Christianity repudiates the very 
name of Trinity as a heathen abomi- 
nation,— an insult to reason, a blas- 
phemy against the most sublime truths 
of Revelation ; the Bible, I repeat, is 
essentially an Unitarian book; if 
allowed to do its own work, and to go 
forth in its own simple majesty with- 
out the deforming and distorting 
drapery in which priestcraft and 
bigotry would enfold it, it will Uni- 
tarianize the world. It has wrought, 
and it is working marvellous conver- 
sions. Unitarians have no misgivings 
of 1 mind as to the result. They are 
Willing to cast their bread upon the 
paters, assured that, after many days t 



they shall find it;— they are willing 
that the good seed of the word should 
be scattered, though by orthodox 
hands, for the Lord of the harvest 
will cause every seed, according to an 
invariable law of his Providence, to 
produce after its kind ; and therefore 
the crop must be Unitarian. It is 
from ignorance of the Bible, or from 
coming to its perusal with minds pre* 
occupied by anti-biblical notions, from 
blind attachment to antiquated creeds 
and nursery catechisms, from blind 
veneration for state religion, and its 
forms established by human laws, 
that men are Trinitarians. Let them 
dare to emancipate their minds from 
the inglorious vassalage, — let them 
assume courage to read the sacred 
volume with their own eyes, to judge 
by their own understandings, and the 
religious world will at last become 
truly Christian, and worship the Father 
" in spirit and in truth.'" 

The resolution was seconded by Dr. 
Strattan. 

The Rev.GeorgeArmstrong, a lately 
beneficed clergyman of the established 
church, proposed the following reso- 
lution : — 

4. * That as all true religion must 
ally itself with the advancement of the 
general mind, it is the character of 
Unitarian Christianity to rejoice in 
the free extension of intellectual light 
and moral culture through society; 
that the sectarianism which afflicts 
this land may be gradually soothed 
by uniting in the school-room those 
who are divided in the church ; and 
that, with these convictions, we hail 
with satisfaction the project for na- 
tional education which has recently 
been devised, and believe that, in thus 
attempting to re-unite those social 
elements which intolerance has dis- 
severed, the government of the country 
is wielding its secular power in true 
co-operation with the peaceful spirit 
of the Gospel.' 

In recommending the resolution, he 
said: — 

* From the earliest period at which 
1 can charge my recollection with 



Digitized by Google 



T8 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 



having thought upon the subject, I 
can truly say, Air. Chairman, that 
the scheme of education for the people 
of this country, which has at length 
been put forward under the patronage 
of the government, was precisely that 
which had always presented itself to 
my judgment, (however faintly it 
might have grown upon my hopes,) 
as one which was most adapted to 
our wants, — and most consistent with 
policy, justice, and true religion. 

* Sir, I am disposed to regard it as 
but little evincing a capacity for the 
conduct of affairs, in any great pro- 
ject, and more particularly in so critn 
cal and delicate an enterprise as that 
of instructing on a national scale the 
population of this island, to under* 
value the difficulties, or miscalculate 
the obstructions, which may oppose 
themselves to our efforts. 

' It might no doubt be vastly de- 
sirable that no such embarrassments 
should exist : but in the condition of 
human nature, and especially of this 
country, such a spirit of docility or 
concession is not to be expected* 
The temper of a nation is not to be 
changed by a wish ; the prejudices of 
A people will not disappear at our 
bidding. The disasters of seven cen- 
turies may instruct us that a new 
method must be tried. Above all 
other countries on the globe, it most 
behoves him who would legislate for 
Ireland, and especially him who would 
enlighten the mind of the country, to 
remember that the age of miracle is 
no more — that the age of violence is 
passed away— and that it is time we 
what the age of intelligence 
may now accomplish. 

* Sir, an opportunity of bringing 
such experiment into action has now 
been offered to us. The government 
of Ireland, often mistaken, sometimes 
unjust, rarely enlightened, has at 
length put an instrument of good into 
our hands, by which a revolution more 
signal than any which her annals have 
yet recorded, may be effected in this 
country. It gives a power which she 
has not yet been practised to resist. 



It gives us the promise of her con- 
fidence. It opens an avenue to her 
affections. It carries us into the 
hearts of her people— a noble region ! 
— where her conquerors have never 
yet trodden — but where friends may 
gather an abundant harvest, if they 
have only the skill to prepare, and 
the patience to await it. In a word : 
this measure for the national education 
of Ireland supplies us with a great 
moral lever by which we may raise 
the community to an elevation hardly 
yet contemplated, if, in despite of the 
ignorance or the madness of blunder- 
ers, we will only apply our force in 
the right place, and erect our fulcrum 
in its true position. 

* But not only is it policy thus to 
act — but it is that without which, 
truly speaking, there can be no such 
thing as policy at all; and without 
which, I believe it is in the irrerver. 
sible order of things that no great or 
permanent good ever was, or ever can 
be, effected. Sir, it is justice I It is 
obedience to the fundamental law of 
God's immutable will. It is * doing 
to others that which we would desire 
of others to do unto us." 4 In the 
spirit, then, of this great maxim, I 
would concede at once the right of 
every man living, (saving the equal 
right of others,) to hold fast posse** 
sion of his prejudices, until he chooses 
spontaneously to resign them. I would 
not, if I could, pluck up an error 
with an over-strenuous hand. I would 
spare my ignorant neighbour the tor* 
ture of too sudden an extrication from 
its embrace : and preferring to loosen 
the soil about it, would sever the tap- 
root remotely below, that the process 
of decay might be gradual, and the 
restoration of the encumbered stem 
to life and air be less abruptly felt. 

' But after all, it may be said, why 
all this finesse ? why all this reserve ? 
Do these obstructions to our purpose 
indeed exist ? and are there any such 
formidable prejudices, such obstinate 
jealousies, to cross our path, and em- 
barrass or defy our progress ? I am 
prehend there are. I apprehend the 
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peasants of Ireland are neither such 
ardent pupils, nor so soon to be weaned 
from their ancient sentiments, as our 
Protestant zealots would have us to 
believe : and if time would permit, I 
might demonstrate, from some preg- 
nant narrations of their own speakers, 
and even the most successful of their 
own documents, that we are suffi* 
ciently admonished to abandon a 
scheme at once so equivocal in its 
morality, so uncertain in its progress, 
and so precarious in its end. 

4 Well, then, the work has yet to be 
begun. But arduous though it be, 
let us not be dismayed. Much there 
is to accomplish, but much also to 
encourage and elate. For ourselves, 
we estimate beyond all price the pri- 
vilege we would fain extend to our 
brethren. We regard with amaze- 
ment beyond the power of words to 
utter — almost beyond the power of 
thought to imagine, — the pretension 
of mortal man to do irreverence to 
the image of his Maker, and put 
chains upon the intellect, which only 
can be great in proportion as it ia 
free, and only can vindicate its hea- 
venly lineage in proportion as it has 
power to analyse the works, and to 
search into the mind of the Divinity I 

* But if we cannot transport to the 
same elevation of knowledge or of 
feeling with ourselves, the multitude 
who are wandering below — at least it 
is something that they are willing to 
begin the ascent. It is something at 
least that they do not repudiate the 
alphabet. — Give them then, by all 
means, this alphabet ! It is a won- 
derful, almost a mysterious implement. 
In the compass of four-and- twenty 
little symbols, all human knowledge 
ia comprised ; and while we deposit 
thia intellectual seed, we know not 
with what forms of beauty or exu- 
berance of growth it may shelter and 
adorn the national mind in no very 
distant times. 

* We say then, est quddam prodire 
ten us ; — if they will not defer to our 
protestant sentiments of liberty, at 
least it is flometliinjr. I repeat, that 



they reverence the alphabet. If they 
cannot be brought within hearing of 
the same pulpits, at least it is some- 
thing that they will meet us on the 
floor of the same school. If they 
cannot approach to the same views, 
or enjoy, with the same conviction, 
the great and ennobling truths which 
we discern in the sacred page,— -it is 
something, surely, that they acknow* 
ledge, on the same authority, and em* 
brace with a like assurance with you, 
that " true religion, and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father, is this," &c. 
It is something surely that they hold 
with you, that " the grace of God 
hath appeared to all men, teaching 
them," &c. — And finally, it is some- 
thing surely that they no less believe, 
that " the hour is coming, and now 
is, in the which/' &c. ! 

4 Having, then, these momentous con- 
victions to rest upon, may we not 
wait for all that is to follow? If, 
ulterior to these, or intermingled with 
these, any new or exceptionable mat- 
ter be thought to be important, can it 
be so important as to justify the sus- 
pension, or the partial application, of 
our labours, until the Catholic mind 
of Ireland has been coerced or coaxed 
to regulate its credence according to 
our Protestant conceptions? Or rather, 
where, out of Ireland, where, out of 
that land of bigotry and blunders, 
would it not be deemed the duty of 
benefactors to their country and their 
kind to consign such questions to the 
future capability of the national mind 
to deal with them, confiding in the 
efficacy of the principles already ad- 
mitted, and forward to improve the 
opportunities possessed, without dis- 
quietude, and/without disunion V 

Mr. Armstrong here adverted to 
several objections to the plan ; and 
thus continued : 

4 How persuasive, for example, to 
four- fifths of the people of Ireland, the 
following invitation to coalesce with 
the writer in the heavenly work of 
appeasing sectarian jealousy, and pro- 
moting the benevolent designs of a 
society in whose behalf such a cham- 
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pion was ready to present himself! — 
•« What opinion, let me ask, stands 
foremost in the rank of Popish false- 
hoods connected with the word of the 
eternal God ? What opinion appears 
stamped upon thb brazen forehead 

OP THE HARLOT who Sets HER SHAME- 
LESS front against the majesty of 
heaven's eternal King, when she dares 
to wag her impious tongue against 
the revelation of his love and mercy?"* 
And thus much for Popery ! Let us 
now see whether it has fared any bet- 
ter with the antipodes of that creed : 
" Well then,*' exclaims another of the 
peaceful brotherhood, emulous of the 
sounds of love which had floated from 
the shores of our Emerald Isle, — " well 
then, what is likely to come from this 
Papist-Protestant Board? I suppose 
that the Protestant part is purely pro- 
testant. I do not suppose there is 
anything of Socinianism mixed up 
with it. Oh, to trust a Socianian to 
mutilate the Bible ! — as well might 
you trust a vampire to leave the 
life's blood in its victim l"t 

• Now, sir, whether these indications 
betray more of the nature of the lamb 
or the lion — more of the placid or the 
furious — I leave it for those who are 
curious in the history of animal habits 
to determine. But, sir, Btartling as 
these specimens may have proved, our 
menagerie comprises a still more ex- 
travagant combination of opposite 
qualities, which our own island, fabled 
as it is to have long since ejected all 
monstrous things from her soil, has 
still the unenvied peculiarity of hav- 
ing produced. Hitherto we have had 
to do with the lion and the lamb, the 
leopard and the kid — but imagination 
exhausts itself in the attempt to con- 
ceive the union of either of these gen- 
tle natures with the untameable soul 
of the hyena! And yet, sir, I am 
credibly informed that one of the most 
earnest advocates of the system which 
is to kindle in the infant heart •« the 

* Letter of the Rev. Robert M'Ghee to 
the Rev. Dr. Sadleir. 

t Rev. Mr. Melville's Speech at Exeter 
Hall 
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kindly sympathies of our nature," by 
dint of its combined religious instruc- 
tion, — thought himself warranted to 
kindle, in his maturer hearers, this 
same *' kindly sympathy," by some 
such incentive as the following: — 
" when the devil was hammering in- 
fidelity on the anvil of hell, Arianism 
was one of the most hot and per- 
nicious sparks that issued from the 
forge ! ! !" 

4 There, sir, there's an apostle of 
peace for you ! There's a missionary 
to preach against the mischief of in- 
stilling animosities in the peasant 
mind of Ireland ! Take him, Kildare 
Place Society, take him, my Lord of 
Roden, to your alliance — and prove 
to astonished Britain on what mate- 
rials you rely, and to what prodigies 
you resort, in support of your wise, 
and national, and Christian schemes ! 

* Sir, I can only rapidly glance at 
what remains. These missionaries of 
peace — these half-lambs and whole 
hyenas — these champions of Protest- 
antism, half-tolerants and whole per- 
secutors — half-scripturali8ts and whole 
Creedists, talk loudly of Christian 
liberty, talk fondly of the sole suffi- 
ciency of Scripture, and can never 
enough commiserate the ignorance 
which submits to priestly intrusion. 

* Strange, Sir, that these purists have 
altogether forgotten, that of those 
among them who profess an adhe- 
rence to the Established Church, not 
one can presume, at the peril of 
schism, to define what heresy is ! It 
is reserved for the Parliament of 
England to do so. This Black stone 
will tell them. And of those who do 
not belong to the Church of Parlia- 
ment — pardon me — of England I 
mean, the bulk are alike subservient 
to the Assembly of Westminster—to 
the men whom Selden frightened 
with the Hebrew Bible — to " shallow 
Edwards, and Scotch what d'ye 
call"— ! Sir, I hold at this instant 
in my hand documentary evidence 
that this is the fact ; and that it is a 
ruled case that in order to constitute 
heresy, it w not enough to prove the 
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matter to be contrary to Scripture; 
it being equally necessary to prove it 
contrary to the Westminster confession! 
And yet how often are we doomed to 
hear a reference to those passages 
which denounce the taking from or 
adding to the words of Scripture ! But 
see how these passages recoil upon 
themselves ! What we subtract, we only 
postpone ; but what they add, they 
bind upon men's souls with chains too 
heavy to be borne, and without the 
solace of one glimpse of hope that 
they are ever to be removed or 
lightened ! 

1 And then this business of subtrac- 
tion : only think of the harrowing 
descriptions which have been given 
of the impiety of the age — of the pro- 
fanations which have been inflicted by 
the unholy policy of the ruling powers 
upon that which is higher than all 
power, and ought to have been saved 
from all indignity ! Sir, the public 
ear has been stunned with lamenta- 
tions of this complexion— and all the 
art of language, all the resources of 
hate, have been exhausted upon the 
system which has presumed to abridge 
{they call it to mutilate) the sacred 
records, and adapt them to the pecu- 
liar necessities of a people whom su- 
perstition may indeed oppress, but 
whom we hope to God fanaticism may 
never rescue. 

* And yet, Sir, this work of subtrac- 
tion— this policy of adapting — of con- 
sulting for time and place and exi- 
gency—had not been unheard of 
before. Will it, in short, be believed 
when reverend persons as well in 
Dublin as in London, were lavishing 
anathemas on the impiety of " selec- 
tion," that no fewer than one hundred 
and twelve chapters, together with 
three entire Books* of the Jewish 

* Song of Solomon, and two Books of 
Chronicles* 



Canon, were discarded from the 
scriptural services of the Church of 
England ? Will it be believed, when 
gentlemen were telling with horror of 
the presumption " of deciding per- 
chance by a show of hands, whether 
the prophecies of Ezekiel were fit for 
perusal t," that of the eight -and-forty 
chapters which compose that prophe- 
tical book, no fewer than thirty-seven 
were omitted in the scriptural services 
of the Church of England ? Will it 
be believed, when reverend persons 
were quoting amidst a tempest of 
shouts and bravos! the words — u If 
any one shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part from the 
book of life," — that all this while, 
their precious palms were smiting the 
head of the spiritual mother that bore 
them, inasmuch as out of the two-and- 
twenty chapters of the Book of this 
very prophecy, no fewer than nineteen 
are altogether omitted in the scrip- 
tural services of the Church of Eng- 
land ! ! 

How true it is that they who live in 
glass houses should be careful of 
throwing stones ! But such men are 
incapable of prudence. At every 
step they take, retaliation tenfold is 
ready to overwhelm them. Wherever 
these copyists have had an opportu- 
nity, it has in truth been amusing to 
observe with what fidelity they adhere 
to the pattern which has been set 
them, and with what untiring repeti- 
tion they bandy the nick-names of 
" Papist, Radical, and Socinian." 

* Sir, it is honourable to Roman 
Catholics to be so reproached : I will 
not say a syllable in their defence. 
They will, I doubt not, have their re- 
ward. Their country will be paci- 
fied, their people will be improved, and 
their own character and intelligence 

f Rev. Mr. MelviUe—Exeter Hall. 
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will largely 7 participate in the general 
progression. 

* Of the epithet Radical, it may be 
said that the obloquy comes harmless 
from men, who in the operation of an 
intense selfism, seem incapable of re- 
flecting on the position which they 
occupy in the general movement 
which is passing at this moment over 
the intellect of Europe. Sir, there 
are but two divisions of men who pre- 
vailingly fill the public eye in the po- 
litical struggles of the age — Abso- 
lutists and Liberals. Into one or 
other of these denominations all man^ 
kind are visibly merging. From the 
banks of the Tagus and the Potomac, 
they are beckoning to their followers 
to assume their respective stations. 
For my part, I have made up my mind. 
I will not fraternize with the slaves 
and assassins of Lisbon. I will never 
ejaculate " amen" to a Te Deum of 
the Holy Alliance. And thinking a 
Liberal of 1832 quite as respectable as 
a Liberal of glorious '88, I accept my 
share of the intended stigma, and 
wherever the battle of liberty may be 
fought, if I may not give it the best 
blood, will waft it the warmest wishes 
of my heart ! 

* Plain it is, however, that a faction 
exists in Ireland, of whose predilec- 
tions we can have no great difficulty 
in pronouncing the far different direc- 
tion : and that if a choice were to be 
made between a Washington and a 
Miguel, their protestant hearts must, 
in their hatred of 44 liberalism," leap 
to the service of the despot ! And 
yet, Sir, strange it is, that those who 
frown upon the resisting principle 
which would humble the oppressors of 
Europe, are all enthusiasm in toasting 
the conquering arms of William — 
and that those who would hail in their 
inmost souls, and promote, if they 
could, a reaction in La Vendue, 
transmit to their children the undying 
memory of their triumphs over the 
same principle at the Boyne ! 

•But see even Catholicism struck 
down, — or reduced to its true posi- 
tion in the social scale,— by pur 



mighty neighbour !— has liheratimt 
here no forgiveness? Ah, Sir, let the 
perpetual appeals to infidel France, 
and the emphatical lessons our Orange 
advisers educe from that event, attest 
the consistency with which Protestant 
orators in Ireland abhor the encroach- 
ments of Popery at home, while they 
mourn the fall of its ascendancy 
abroad ! But doubtless it is only for 
" Radicals" to rejoice in the fall of po- 
litical churchmen, and intolerant sys- 
tems everywhere, 

4 One other epithet in infinite favour 
remains. Against the government, 
against the board, against the sup- 
porters and friends of both, the coa- 
centrated hate of our adversaries can 
rarely find a more efficient expression 
of its sentiment, than in the noted 
title of Socinian. Sir, this is a bolt 
which many have been singularly 
prone to shoot : and curious it is that, 
in all periods of our history, since the 
name was first invented, it has been 
the favoured missile with all who were 
most remarkable for discountenancing 
the onward movement of society, and 
most attached to the time* stricken 
ill 8 and venerable mischiefs which 
afflict it. In the reign of the second 
Charles, the puritanism of the preced* 
ing era combining with the licence 
which the example of a profligate 
court diffused, had engendered a no 
very favourable crisis either for the in* 
culcation of sound theology or moral 
practice. 

4 At such a period it was, that Bishop 
Burnet informs us that certain persons 
" made it their study to assert, and 
began to examine the principles of re- 
ligion and morality on clear grounds and 
in a philosophical method. He tells 
us who those individuals were : 44 Whi- 
chett, Cud worth, Wilkins, More," and 
others ; and he instructively adds that, 
because they 44 kept a good correspond- 
ence with those who differed from 
them in opinion , and allowed a great 
freedom both in philosophy and di- 
vinity, — men of narrower thoughts 
and fiercer tempers," (a race of which 
some specimens have come down to 
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our own days!) "fastened on them 
the name of Latitudinarians. And," 
(observe what follows,) "because the 
making out the reasons of things was 
a main part of their studies, their 
enemies called them Socinian " ! ! 
We see, therefore, the sort of persons 
who were thus stigmatized, and we 
are not without grounds for conceiv- 
ing what sort of persons they were 
who inflicted the stigma. Thus far 
things were in their natural order, and 
there was nothing to be wondered at. 
But it it to be wondered when the 
great, the good, and the high-minded 
lend themselves to so vicious an ex- 
ample J and it is, for his own sake, to 
be regretted that the accomplished and 
benevolent Pope (for he was bene- 
volent) should have married the ca- 
lumnies of a despicable bigotry to the 
immortal verse which has borne his 
fame to posterity. In a poem ad- 
mirable for its taste and execution, 
and abounding in sagacious views — 
the Essay on Criticism — that writer 
observes, (in all probability alluding 
to the very persons of whom we have 
mention in Burnet) that, — 

<( The following license of a foreign reign 
l)id all the dregs of bold Socinus drain ; 
Then unbelieving priests reform'd the na- 
tion, 

And taught more pleasant methods of sal- 
vation." 

• 

Upon which I cannot do better than 
communicate a portion of the com- 
ments of the excellent and accom- 
plished Dr. Aikin, in his truly valuable 
Letters to his Son : — 41 Socinian is a 
very potent term of abuse, and has at 
various times been applied with sin- 
gular advantage by those who wished 
to render their antagonists odious ; — 
yet the religion Socinus professed will 
bear comparison, in point of fervency 
and purity, with that of the most 
saintly names upon record. . . . 
Such monsters, whatever the poet 
might think, are not to be subdued 
by the thunders of belles-lettres cri- 
ties, but by the adamantine weapons 
of sound argument." 

Sir, I am not here to defend So* 



cinianism ; much lea's am I to assume 
that this meeting is interested in its 
defence. But even were it less than 
it is — a cause which good men have 
embraced, and wise men have de- 
fended — I would join with the ever- 
honoured Channing in affirming that 
no cause, be it good or bad, ought to 
be put down by such means. Nay, 
I would say with the fervour — would 
I could say with the eloquence — of 
that illustrious man, that by such 
means it never shall be put down.* 
Sir, we are here to claim for Socinian s, 
as we claim for Roman Catholics, and 
as we claim for ourselves, the inalien- 
able right of retaining and defending, 
and diffusing, our several religious] 
persuasions. We claim for ourselves 
and them to be treated as brethren ;— 
we demand to be treated as gentle- 
men ; — we insist on the fair fame and 
equitable consideration of useful citi- 
zens and loyal subjects, until we shall 
forfeit, each in our several creeds, 
these rights by something unworthy 
in our characters-something unchris- 
tian in our demeanour. 

1 It is in this spirit we come forward 
to patronize with all our influence, and 
to cherish with all our might this go- 
vernment scheme of education, for the 
first time truly national, because it is 
purely impartial in its character. It i* 
in this spirit we come forward to avert 
from the calumniated Board which is 
to be the agent of its salutary in- 
fluence, the shafts which malevolent 
and factious hands have aimed at it. 
It is in this spirit we hail the first 
measure which has been accorded for 
diffusing with a liberal hand the seeds 
of a Vigorous, because an unsuspect- 
ed and a welcome knowledge. From 
such a beginning we own we expect 
a plentiful, though it may be a distant 
return. And here it is pleasing to 
find that we are in momentary amity 
with our opponents, — since in this 
matter we are bit-by-bit reformers" 
to their hearts' content! We are 
disposed to think that a little leaven 

* Anniversary of American Unitarian 
Association, 1829 v 

a 2 
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being once introduced, the whole mass 
will in progress of time be fermented. 
We are disposed to think that the 
point of the wedge being once firmly 
fixed, its whole insertion, not speedily 
but surely, must be effected, and the 
toughest materials which ignorance, 
indolence, superstition, or intolerance 
can oppose to its progress, be riven 
into fragments never again to be 
united. 

'But need I promulge, in the name 
of this assembly, that a seeking for 
proselytes is no part of your incentive 
to take a part in this noble work ?«— 
If proselytes should come, well and 
good ; if they do not, be well assured 
it will be because you will not have 
deserved them. You do not begin 
by professing, or but faintly disguis- 
ing, a claim to be infallible ; but are 
willing only to gather such triumphs 
as your principles may be found to 
entitle you to, when submitted to the 
improved capacity of the general 
mind to understand and value them. 
It is in this free race of mind you are 
willing to take your station. Let 
Catholics, or Calvinists, or Socinians, 
join you in this race ; — the event can 
never disappoint you. Only let the 
course be free and long enough, and 
Truth, the only party for whom you 
are interested, must gain the goal. 

• It is then, we repeat, for this rea- 
son you are friendly to the scheme 
in which the government of the coun- 
try has at length embarked ; — it is 
for this reason you joy in the gene- 
rous alliance which Romanists have 
formed with it and you. And, I re- 
gret to say it, for this reason too it is 
that the most deadly opposition you 
experience emanates from the ranks 
of professing Protestantism in this 
unhappy island. 

• Sir, I must not at this protracted 
hour enlarge upon this branch of our 
subject. I will only say, that in 
looking over the harangues, and con- 
templating the variety of characters, 
which have intermingled their curious 
elements in the meetings we have 
witnessed, I have been too forcibly 
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reminded of some lines in Hudibras r 
who, if not always a candid judge, 
was at least a shrewd and piquant ob- 
server of men and measures. After 
referring, in a preceding passage, to 
a description of character of which 
we have had no very remote or un- 
frequent experience — 

For zeal 's a dreadful termagant, 
That teaches saints to tear and rant- 
he subsequently alludes to proceed- 
ings singularly analogous to some 
which have occurred in our own 
day : — 

These are the courses that we took, 
To carry things by hook or crook; 
******* 

******* 

To keep the good old cause on foot, 
And present power from taking root; 
To keep the nation's wounds too wide 
From healing up of side to side. 
******* 
******* 

And therefore have no other means 
To stand upon our own defence, 
But keeping up our ancient party 
In vigour confident and hearty. 

* Sir, I am equally confident in hope 
that this " ancient party' 9 will not suc- 
ceed in its aims. It would indeed be 
unfortunate for this empire, deplorable 
for this island, were our present pros- 
pects to be clouded, and 44 the hope 
that is set before us" be extinguished 
by the return of this ancient party to 
its bad ascendancy !' 

The resolution was seconded by the 
Rev. James Armstrong, who said — 

* In seconding the resolution pro- 
posed by my respected friend, permit 
me to express the gratification I feel 
at seeing him amongst us, and taking 
a part in our proceedings. I consider 
it as a very striking and distinguished 
testimony to the power and truth of the 
religious principles we profess, that a 
clergyman of the Established Church, 
whose intellectual endowments are of 
so high an order, and whose virtues 
and learning are an ornament to his. 
sacred profession, should thus unequi- 
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vocally declare his conviction, that 
Unitarian Christianity is the religion 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. What 
but the holy and irrepressible love of 
truth could have induced such a mind 
as his, not only to retire from a church 
in which he was honoured and beloved, 
to resign his benefice, and to forego 
the brilliant prospects of preferment 
which he might most reasonably have 
Jiad in view, from his connexions as 
well as his high character; — but, 
moreover, to join himself with a so- 
ciety which he well knows is " every- 
where spoken against," calumniated, 
and reviled — a society which has no 
emoluments or honours to bestow, 
and which offers no allurements but 
the unshackled investigation of truth, 
and the uncon tarn mated religion of 
the Redeemer ? Proud may we be of 
such an accession to our cause ! and 
thankful ought we to be to Divine 
Providence, that while Robertson and 
Lindsey, Wakefield and J ebb, are 
reaping in a better world the reward 
of their faithful confessions of Jesus 
upon earth, their mantle has descend- 
ed upon one so worthy to wear it — 
upon one so well qualified to main- 
tain, as they did, a prominent and 
commanding position in that resist- 
ance to error and delusion of every 
kind, in that vindication of the rights 
of conscience, and in that uncom- 
promising support of truth, which 
form the object and the bond of all 
Unitarian Christian associations. 

'With respect to the resolution which 
I have the honour to second, the sub- 
ject has been so fully and so ably 
discussed by my reverend friend, that 
it is unnecessary for me to detain you 
with more than one or two observa- 
tions. I cannot reflect, without a 
feeling of indescribable disgust, on 
the manner in which the judicious 
and impartial system of national edu- 
cation devised by our present liberal 
and enlightened government has been 
assailed by that political and selfish 
faction which has been the constant 
opponent to the peace and concord 
and prosperity of the people of Ire- 



land. It is shocking to observe that 
peers and prelates, and presbyters^ 
members of parliament, corporations, 
ministers of religion, and magistrates, 
have conspired in one ferocious cry 
of reprobation against a measure so 
well calculated to improve the minds 
of the populace of this country, and 
to bind the rising generation, of all 
religious names, in union and love by 
the ties of early association. It is a 
melancholy sign of the times, that 
they have not scrupled to give the 
sanction of their countenance to the 
promulgation of the most shameless 
misrepresentations (I may add false- 
hoods) in describing the constitution 
of the Board, and detailing the regu- 
lations of the system.' [Having given 
some instances of these misrepresen- 
tations, Mr. Armstrong proceeded] : 
* Yet amidst this disgusting farrago 
of fanaticism, hypocrisy, and political 
rancour, it is consoling to reflect that 
an over-ruling Providence has made 
these violent men the unconscious in- 
struments of setting forth a most im- 
portant, and to themselves a new 
principle, amongst their ignorant and 
besotted partizans, — it is most satis- 
factory to hear from such persons the 
cheering cry — *• The Bible, the whole 
Bible, and notJiing but the Bible I* It 
seems as if the Lord had ' put a new 
song into their mouths/ I hail this 
cry with unspeakable delight. If it 
be sincerely adopted, the reign of 
bigotry will soon terminate. Down 
must come the contradictory articles, 
the absurd creeds, the anti-christian 
confessions, and all the other debasing 
corruptions that have bo long inter- 
posed their dark and hateful atmos- 
phere between the beams of evange- 
lical truth and the bewildered minds 
of men. Gladly do we re-echo the cry 
they have adopted. Long and widely 
may it reverberate ! It is the true 
principle on which our association is 
founded ; for well am I assured, that 
wherever the Bible alone is the foun- 
tain of religious knowledge, there it 
wilt inevitably lead to the adoption of 
Unitarian Christianity/ 
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Mr. J. Nelson moved the following might not be in vain. In the pre* 

resolution : — sence, too, of the talented and eloquent 

5. * That we cordially extend to the individual to whom the Scottish Asso- 
Scottish Unitarian Christian Associa- ciation was principally indebted for its 
tion, the same measure of fraternal great efficacy— to the value of whose 
sympathy which its members have services the present meeting had 
manifested towards us, and deem our- already paid the well-earned tribute of 
Belves favoured in the opportunity of its thanks— they were called on to ex- 
expressing that sympathy to its en- press their joy that Almighty Provi- 
lightened and eloquent secretary, the dence had been pleased to raise men 
Rev. George Harris ; that we regard of high talents and honest hearts as 
his efforts, and those of the institution instruments for checking the errors 
with which he is connected, as instru- and absurdities of Calvinism, and for 
ments of Providence for imparting to giving to the people of Scotland a re- 
the people of Scotland a form of Chris- ligion worthy of their conscientious 
tianity, worthy of their reflecting and and reflecting character. Scotland 
conscientious character ; and that we was a scene of peculiar interest. If 
anticipate a time, neither distant nor not the birth-place, it was the cradle 
doubtful, when, by a succession of such of presbyterianism — of that religion 
powerful agencies, the soul of the which might, indeed, be for a time 
Covenanters shall awake once more, perverted and darkened by the folly or 
and, with spirit softened and intrepi- bigotry or worldly-mindedness of its 
dity refreshed by its sleep of ages, professors; but whose very essence 
proclaim the glad tidings of a new consisted in protesting against all 
reformation, and carry through the creeds of man's device, and whose 
land the bloodless triumphs of the law eternal watchword was freedom of 
of truth and love over error, intole- conscience. That religion had been 
ranee, and gloom/ in its infancy untrammelled by articles 

It called on the meeting to express or confessions : its sinews had grown 

its sympathy with the Unitarian Asso- /strongand been braced in the air of free- 

ciation of Scotland. Interesting as it dom that breathed upon the northern 

Was to mark the progress of such a mountains. What presbyterian, who, 

Society, wheresoever established, it that might possibly have Scottish blood 

must be peculiarly gratifying to the flowing in his veins, could anticipate 

Irish Unitarians to observe its opera- without delight the day when the uni- 

tions in a country so well fitted to be versal mind of Scotland should burst 

the theatre of its achievements as Scot- the shackles that bound it — when the 

land. There might be seen a people errors of a gloomy creed should pass 

famed for their love of religious study away — when reason and revelation 

—famed for their zeal in maintaining should assert before the eyes of all 

What they believed to be religious their indissoluble unity — and religious 

truth. There was an horizon undis- knowledge and religious truth should 

turbed by the tempests that agitated enlighten every castle and cottage in 

the public mind of Ireland : there, the the land ? And was that day distant ? 

feelings of the people were undistracted Who was blind to the rapid progress 

by the crusading frenzy of fanatics, of knowledge in every branch — who 

whose conduct had made Ireland ap- did not observe the increasing diffu- 

pear little else than an arena for the ex- sion of education — or was ignorant of 

hibition of half religious, half political, the impetus given to improvement by 

wholly frantic, polemics. In Scotland associations like our own ? And when 

the case was different. Her soil was that day arrived, what might not the 

better fitted for the seed of truth ; and cause of truth expect from the steady 

thd meeting was called on to express zeal and disciplined perseverance of 

its wish that the. labours of the sowers Scotland ? Her people were not the 
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Hi en to crouch and shiver before the 
blast. The sufferings and endurance 
of the Covenanters were well known. 
When cities afforded them no refuge 
from persecution, and no temple built 
by hands was open to receive them, 
they sought amidst moors and moun- 
tains a temple formed by nature, 
where they might worship the God of 
nature as to their consciences seemed 
best. Their descendants had not the 
same species of persecution to dread, 
but it needed strong hearts to bear 
up against the storm of falsehood, 
calumny, and misrepresentation by 
which Unitarians were assailed. All 
the selfish interests and prejudices of 
society were arrayed against them: 
but so it always was with truth. The 
meeting would gladly anticipate the 
time when Scotland, herself regene- 
rated, should lend a helping hand to 
the great cause of religious improve- 
ment, when once she awakened from 
the partial lethargy into which she 
had been cast by that Calvinistic 
creed which deadened the moral ener- 
gies, as the vampire does the senses, 
of its victims — when the hearts of her 
people were no longer crushed by the 
yoke of an austere faith— when truth 
and reason and scripture exerted their 
real influence — would the descendants 
of those men, who, in support of their 
opinions, had defied the bigot's wrath 
and braved the tyrant's fury — whom 
neither chains, nor imprisonment, nor 
death could deter— would their de- 
scendants forget the fame of their 
fathers and the character of their 
country — or lend a cold and unwilling 
aid in extending to other and less 
favoured lands the blessings of a re- 
ligion which had already dawned in 
beauty on their own, dispelling the 
errors, the intolerance, and the gloom 
of ages past, and pouring on the 
hearts and spirits of the people the 
full, clear, steady light of doctrines as 
sublime, as glorious, and as cheerful 
as they were pure ? With such pros- 
pects before them, the sympathy of 
the meeting in the proceedings of the 
Scottish Association was indeed sin- 
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cere, and the resolution now proposed 
to them but expressed that sym- 
pathy. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. 
J. S. Armstrong. 

The following resolution was pro- 
posed by H. Hutton, Esq., of Kilmore, 
and seconded by Dr. J. C. Ferguson. 

6. 1 That in estimating the pro* 
spects of pure and undefiled Christi- 
anity, it is delightful to turn to the 
several portions of the globe, where it 
enjoys a peaceful shelter now, and 
whence we may anticipate hereafter its 
rapid and beneficent progress ; that we 
contemplate with satisfaction its sanc- 
tuary in the ancient churches and uni- 
versity of Transylvania, its prevalence 
around the tomb of the Genevese re- 
former, and its power in that enlight- 
ened portion of the new continent, in 
which truth, not encountering the hos- 
tility of institutions, has no antagonist 
but the natural forces of error.' 

. Mr. Carmichael said — * Mr. Chair- 
man, I have the honour to propose to 
the consideration of the meeting the 
resolution I hold in my hand. 

7. * That we hail with satisfaction 
every promise that pure religion shall 
revisit any porticn of that Oriental 
world which gave it birth; that we 
sympathize with every effort to make 
British India the seat of improved in- 
stitutions and a better faith ; that we 
have long regarded with deep admira- 
tion the philanthropic and enlightened 
exertions of Rajah Rammohun Roy, 
to elevate the social and spiritual con- 
dition of that interesting land; and 
that, should he be enabled to visit this 
country before he quits the European 
shores, we should deem it a high pri- 
vilege to hold intercourse with the 
illustrious stranger, whose mild but 
fearless expositions of Christian truth 
we have read with delight, whose cha- 
racter we have revered from a dis- 
tance, and from whose career we 
anticipate beneficent results to his 
countrymen and mankind.' 

* This celebrated man, a few years 
since, was the worshipper of Brahma, 
Vishnou, and Seeva, the Indian TVi- 
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nity; and if India, as it is said.bor- extent of our information. Surely, 
rowed her. gods from Egypt, this is such men as Sheil, O'Connell,. and 
undoubtedly the oldest Trinity created Doyle, cannot give a moment's cre- 
l?y the perverse ingenuity of man. dence to the dogmas they are supposed 
The Greek and Roman Trinity — Jove, to entertain — No! Whatever policy 
Neptune, and Pluto— is of somewhat or expediency may lead them to pro- 
more recent date ; and the Heathen fess, if they be Christians, they must 
Trinity — Woden, Thor, and Freyd — be Unitarians. Would they but pursue 
is comparatively modern. It is not, the example of Rammohun Roy, what 
perhaps, generally known that the blessings might they not confer on 
kings of England can trace their line- their countrymen and on mankind I 
age to Woden and Freyd. These Here is an example to follow ; here is. 
were the fabrications of barbarous an object to attain worthy of their 
ignorance ; it was easy to deify human purest aspirations and most towering 
beings. There was more refinement ambition ! 

and intelligence required to compound 4 Mr. Chairman, I beg to propose 
the Trinity of Plato, the great first the resolution I have read.' 
cause, his Logos or wisdom, and the In seconding the resolution, Mr. 
soul of the world. The disciples of Drennan said— 4 Sir, the field thrown 
Plato, on becoming Christians, con- open by the resolution which I have 
verted this Trinity into the Godhead the honour to second is 60 vast, that I 
now worshipped by so vast an extent shrink from entering upon it, and 
of civilized society. But Rammohun must be content with a timid and cur- 
Roy, in rejecting the Trinity of India, sory glance at a very few of the ob- 
did not prostrate his understanding jects which it embraces. Of Palestine 
before another far less ancient, equally I shall say nothing: I fear to lessen 
untrue, and far more irrational, con- the solemn interest which all who hear 
tradictory, and absurd. He gave all me must feel for that holy ground ; — 
his heart and soul to the study of our the scene of our Saviour's pilgrimage 
Scriptures, but there he could find no — his cradle and his grave — it must 
Trinity. What did he find ? " That the be familiar, at least in imagination, to 
Omnipotent God, who is the only pro- his followers; — it is indeed, in some 
per object of religious veneration, is sort, the country of every Christian, 
one and undivided in person — the Lord whatever be his father-land. But of 
our God is one Lord." That Christ, India I would say a few words ; and 
throughout the whole of his mission, first of the religion, if such a system 
taught the most sublime of truths ; can be called a religion. Mr. Car- 
and that if any of his followers could michael has told you of the Indian 
have been guilty of the blasphemous superior Trinity. Of some such doc- 
presumption of ascribing deity to his trine we have probably had an example 
person, he would have indignantly without travelling so far to find it; 
repressed and spurned at the folly — - but what would even Trinitarians say 
" Why callest thou me good ? there to 330 millions of inferior divinities ? 
is none good but o/*e, that is God." a number so stupendous that those 
4 No exertions in the cause of reli- among them who acquire names may 
gious truth have been more enlight- deem themselves peculiarly fortunate, 
ened and powerful than those of the But extremes meet, and I would fain 
illustrious Rajah. His admirable ex- hope that this may be merely a diner- 
positions of Scripture must carry con- ent mode of expressing that truth 
viction to every mind that is not which was so eloquently illustrated 
narrow by nature, or has not been yesterday by our reverend friend, Mr. 
narrowed by education or prejudice. Harris, that God is all in all. 
Our belief is always in correspondence 4 My friend who moved this resolu- 
jwith the calibre of our minds and the tion has well remarked, that the Indian 
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Trinitarians have also an incarnation 
of the Supreme Being; but in this 
respect they are more than a match 
for the Island of Saints : they have 
increased the number, — I do not pre- 
tend to say that the absurdity could 
be increased, — and instead of one have 
insisted on ten incarnations! Yet 
these doctrines might be comparatively 
harmless if confined to the Brahmins, 
and unaccompanied by a long train of 
cruel superstitions ; but what are we 
to think of a religion which robs the 
child of a mother's care, and consigns 
the living wife to the burning pile be- 
side the corpse of her husband 1 and 
what are we to think of the men who 
inveighed against Lord William Ben- 
tinck for abolishing this infernal cus- 
tom ? — for breaking down, forsooth, 
the ancient constitutions of the coun- 
try, and introducing such a dangerous 
innovation! What a religion must 
that be which changes the very nature 
of the gentle and timid Hindoo — 
which can make a mother throw her 
child to the sharks of the Ganges, or 
the father dash it and himself before 
the wheels of the idol of Juggernaut ! 
—-which imposes an endless round of 
unmeaning ceremonies, of the most 
horrible and revolting penances, of 
practices whose very repetition would 
fatigue and disgust my hearers ! — It is 
a refreshment to the spirit to turn 
from these details to the simple yet 
sublime precepts of love to God and 
love to man. When I see the con- 
trast, I forget I am a Unitarian, and 
I care little under what form Chris- 
tianity may be cultivated in the East, 
only let there be Christianity. 

4 1 regret, sir, for the sake of Britain, 
that I cannot speak of the degradation 
of India, without arraigning the East 
India Company. The subjects are 
inseparable ; they cannot be torn asun- 
der. We cannot govern others with- 
out bearing a heavy responsibility our- 
selves ; there cannot be a slave without 
a tyrant, or a contented servant with 
an unj ust master. And here I shall not 
speak on the authority of an individual, 
however well-informed and candid he 
may be, andl believe him to be both— I 



allude to Mr. Buckingham ; but he has 
been wronged, and in his case there is 
this peculiar hardship,that,withthe com- 
mon run of mankind, the very injustice 
he has suffered will cast some shade 
over the impartiality of his statements. 
My accusation rests on the reports of 
secretaries, judges, and governors of 
India — on facts elicited by parliamen- 
tary investigation. On this ground I 
stand, and I arraign the Company of 
having engaged in the most sanguinary 
wars for the most unjustifiable pur- 
poses ; of having not only neglected, 
but much abused the awful trust com- 
mitted to them — dominion over mil? 
lions [of their fellow-creatures. I do 
not know a more striking contrast 
than that with which Mill commences 
his " History of British India" : — 
44 Two hundred years ago, " says he (I 
quote from memory and not verbatim), 
44 a few English merchants humbly 
solicited permission from the Indian 
princes to traffic on their coasts ; and 
now the entire of that vast region 
from the Indus to the Burrampooter, 
from Cape Comorin to the Himalaya 
mountains, is in the hands or under 
the protection of the Company." Pre- 
serve me and mine from such protecr 
tion! This is the company whose 
agents I accuse of the most profligate 
expenditure, of the most grinding ex- 
tortion ; of a system of force combined 
with fraud, which might have made 
the Mogul Mahometans, who formerly 
conquered that unhappy region, blush 
for their ignorance in the art of mis- 
governing — I doubt, indeed, if they 
ever attempted it on such a scale. I 
find at one time a third of that fair 
and fallen land metamorphosed into 
jungle and morass ; at another period 
a third of its inhabitants perishing with 
famine, that is, thousands of square 
miles laid waste, and millions of people 
starving, under the fostering care of 
this Christian company. 

4 But let us turn to the moral condi- 
tion of the Hindoo. Has it improved ? 
Is he less licentious because more in- 
dustrious ? Has he acquired sufficient 
courage not to be a liar ? Has he 
discovered honeBty to be the better 
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policy siiice the white man landed on 
his shores ?— Would that, from aught 
1 have heard or read, I could answer 
yes — that the contrary was not the 
case, that he was not becoming more 
miserable and degraded than ever. 
What has been even attempted to 
ameliorate his lot? Let the Company 
answer before the renewal of their 
charter or charters— a charter to de- 
base their species ! — it is already vir- 
tually void ; indelibly stained with 
blood and tears, it has become ille- 
gible ; it is obliterated, cancelled, sur- 
rendered, forfeited ! — may it never be 
renewed ! 

' I turn with pleasure from the Lon- 
don merchants, who have not even 
procured gold, accursed as it would 
nave been, obtained by such means, 
(for we should not forget that wars, 
those splendid crimes, have loaded 
them with debt,) to the Indian prince, 
who has found in the Gospel a golden 
mine— pure, indestructible, inexhaust- 
ible ; to Rammohun Roy, a chief 
Among his people ; a man imbued 
with all the learning of the East ; and 
who will take back to India, I trust, 
a knowledge derived from experience, 
of the improved institutions of the 
West, that may yet have a mighty 
effect on the destinies of the oriental 
world. I am not prepared, sir, I 
•confess, with a list of dusky prose- 
lytes ; I fear that hitherto they have 
been 44 few and far between. But 
with such a one to commence with, 



why should we despair? We have 
before us to-day the example of a 
man whom I might almost call the 
creator of Unitarianism in Scotland, 
whose powers of oratory even Trini- 
tarians must admire, whose zeal and 
sincerity have been best proved by his 
unwearied exertions for the success of 
our cause ; and when we see what he 
has done, may we not turn in hope 
to the Indian rajah ? We may yet 
behold a star again arising in the 
East, and with mild radiance pointing 
out the birth-place of our blessed 
Saviour, and illuminating the sacred 
pages of his Gospel. 

* The lateness of the hour forbids me 
to enter into any detail on subjects 
not connected with religion, and they 
would scarcely be in unison with the 
character of this meeting ; but there 
is one thing so necessary to the dif- 
fusion of truth, the correction of error ; 
it is such a sword over the neck of the 
oppressor, such a shield for the op- 
pressed, such a talisman, in short, 
against tyranny of every kind, that I 
cannot conclude without wishing it 
may be speedily established in India, 
for I am convinced that reforms in- 
numerable would follow it — I mean 
the freedom of the press ! ' 

A resolution approving City Mis- 
sions was not moved, on account of 
the lateness of the hour. The mem- 
bers parted highly gratified by this 
interesting meeting. 



LETTERS FROM A FRENCH 

« 

Paris, May 22d. 
In the course of this month our Pro- 
testant religious administration has 
undergone a change. We are now 
under the administration of the new 
minister des cultes et de I 'instruction 
publique, M. Girod de l'Ain, a man 
with good intentions, but a violent 
juste-milieu, belonging to that class of 
politicians w>om Lafayette bo well etig- 



*CE. 

- 

CORRESPONDENT. — No. 3. 

matised as being of a furious modera- 
tion. Our new minister, I can affirm, 
has not the slightest acquaintance with 
Protestant affairs in general, and with 
ours in particular. This renders it the 
more necessary that I should state 
what we understand in this country 
hy administrer une religion, a term 
which means little in England, and 
nothing at all in America. What wc 
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c$}\ administration religieuse proceeds tongues in England, joined with a 
from the unpleasant medley that Na- melancholic and gloomy turn of mind, 
poleon's law formed between our pres- have ended in madness. This un- 
byterian organisation and the civil fortunate young man has been re- 
power of the state. Twelve elders, moved from his church, and is under 
named by the people, represent a con- medical treatment in one of the esta- 
gregation legally, and are deemed a blishments near Paris for patients of 
consistoire. This assembly represents his class. He is a man of rare moral 
the church in the eyes of the state, qualities, of excellent heart, and not 
but can do little unless the minister without talent. We all pity him ;— 
,des cultes confirms its resolutions, he is a victim of Methodism 1 
No 'pastor with us is considered as Respecting Cuvier, I must add that 
legally established till his appointment he undertook the affairs of Directeur 
by the consistory is ratified by the des Cultes non Catholiques gratis, that 
king, and no pastor can be removed is to say, he refused the emolument 
or changed without the same formality, of 10,000 fr. It is true that he had, 
The question of deciding when this at his death, a whole assembly of po- 
permission of the king must be given litical and scientific situations, amount- 
or withheld is the principal object of ing in all to above 50,000 fr. per 
-what is called here V administration annum. This is certainly with us a 
des cidtes Protestants. good round sum ; but such a man as 
As the minister des cultes is always Cuvier was well worth that and a great 
<4 Catholic, and often a priest, he deal more. As for Cuvier's political 
usually appoints an under administra- career, there is not much good to say 
tor for Protestant affairs, who is chosen of it: he was a man of mild cha* 
of the Protestant faith. It was this racter, and, of course, a liberal at 
place of Directeur des Cultes non heart. His political principles can be 
Catholiques that was held for a long resumed in one phrase, or in one 
-time by Baron G. Cuvier, whom maxim, which is this : * to administer 
science will mourn in England as well public business and frame the best 
-as in France. For our Protestant laws possible under every government 
churches his death is a real loss. His whatever* He did not carry this to 
administration was firm and impartial, extremes : for example, he refused, 
and he began to grow well acquainted under Peyronnet, the office of the 
with the arts and fanaticism of our censorship of our political papers. As 
Methodist party. As his death took for his religion, I do not believe he 
place soon after his conflrmation of had much of any kind ; however, he 
the removal from the church of Lyons died and was buried a Lutheran. His 
of M. A. Monod, president-pastor, to cousin, M. R. Cuvier, a man of liberal 
whom the consistory of that church mind in all things, is now one of the 
had several times signified his dis- ministers of the Lutheran congrega- 
missal, on account of his furious and tion in Paris, 
mystical Calvinism, of course our We have had a second election to 
saints attribute Cuvier's death to the the place of pastor in the Parisian 
vengeance of Heaven. The Monod church, — an election of a religious 
family, whose head M. Monod, senior, spirit quite contrary to the first. M. V 
of Paris, is one of our most liberal A. Coquerel has been appointed pas- 
ministers, is sorely wounded by the tevr adjoint, and his principles are 
influence of Methodism. Another considered as being as adverse to 
^on, M. G. Monod, pastor at St. Quen- Methodism as those of the other 
tin, has been driven by Methodism to appointed pasteur, M. Monod, junior, 
actual insanity. The appearance of are considered as favourable to it. 
the cholera, and the influence Of the The second election may be looked 

disgusting exhibitions of the unknown upon as a correctif of the first. This 

. • . - • - - • — 
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seeming contradiction, however, may 
be defended on the ground of com- 
plete tolerance. Our congregation is 
in majority rational, and in minority 
Methodist. It was argued here, that 
in every assemblage of Christians the 
minority as well as the majority must 
be represented by a special minister. 
M. Guizot, the deputy member of 
the consistory, contended with great 
warmth, and quite in the doctrinaire 
Btyle, that in religious affairs there was 
in fact 710 majority, in a rational point 
of view, meaning that, while in civil 
and judicial matters the vote of a 
majority must of course always over- 
power the minority, it was quite dif- 
ferent in religious affairs; that, in 
these, a majority's vote is no law for 
a minority ; that each fraction of a 
congregation has equal rights of con* 
science ; and that a majority ought 
never to deprive a minority of an 
adequate representation in public wor- 
ship. 

This is certainly very enlightened 
tolerance. But with methodism in 
France, the question is to decide how 
any congregation can live in peace 
with two orders of ministers ; the one 
considering that dogmatical differ- 
ences do not exclude from the pale of 
the Christian church, the other dealing 
excommunication and damnation on 
all those who do not think in all tenets 
like themselves. This is the great 
question ; and I doubt not, that, on 
the first fair opportunity, we shall 
have open warfare between the two 
parties. Our rational party can be 
safely deemed that of the Unitarians; 
for the question of the Trinity is the 
most prominent object of dissent. 

It is probable that hostilities will 
begin at our first annual meetings of 
religious societies, Bible Society, &c. 
These meetings are often here little 
more than an exhibition for Method- 
ism, which cherishes particularly our 
ridiculous missionary society, which 
goes on sending to the Cape of Good 
Hope, to convert the Hottentots, poor 
young men, sons of Protestant pea- 
sants of the south, who can hardly 



speak good French. HoWeveT, all 
these societies, including the Bible 
Society, are declining. This I fore- 
saw long ago. A new system of ra- 
tional Christianity will alone succeed 
in France. 

In the philosophical point of view, 
we have no great news to communi- 
cate : only, there has lately appeared 
a very able pamphlet, written by M. 
Olgger, on metaphysical questions, 
and addressed to M. Montalivet, then 
Ministre des CuUes. M. Olgger is a 
man of ardent mind and independent 
principles, late first vicar of the ca- 
thedral church of Paris, who quitted 
this fine station to renounce the errors 
of the Church of Rome. He declared 
Protestant, over-hit the mark, and 
turned rather a decided Swedenbor- 
gian. He was named since July 
Professor of Philosophy in the col- 
lege of Villefranche, in Britanny, and 
there he professed his own philoso- 
phical ideas, and exposed, among the 
rest, the absurdity and cruelty of the 
notion of eternal torments. The 
clergy raised a violent outcry against 
such a scandalous heresy, and the go- 
vernment, siding with bigotry, deprived 
the professor of his seat. M. Olgger's 
letter is an explanation and justifica- 
tion of his general opinions. You are 
aware, that among other follies of 
Louis Philip's government, we must 
reckon in the foreground, his fear and 
complaisance of priests : they of course 
feel very little obligation, and are 
making every effort in their power to 
overturn the present state of things. 
In fact, the course of Louis Philip is 
so unpopular among the patriots, that 
I begin to think seriously that we are 
sailing pretty fast towards a republic, 
which however will not be bloody and 
disastrous as the first 

Our St. Simonians are always en 
relraite : we have three divisions of 
them, — and even four. The main 
branch, those of the Globe, are re- 
tired, near Paris, in a large house, or 
convent, where they live on a mo- 
nastic rule — except that they work a 
great deal: they are, I hear, pre- 
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paring- great plans and new publica- 
tions. Another division, headed by 
Rodrigues and Bazar, is busy pub- 
lishing the works of their master and 
circulating tracts. A third fraction 
publishes a journal, L'Europeen, very 
ably conducted, and very bold for its 
political style. These do not profess 
the necessity of a new religion, but 
declare the possibility of realizing 
their political views without quitting 
Christianity ; but, alas ! Christianity 
with them is Catholicism. A fourth 
branch purchased the Revue Encyclo- 
pSdique from M. Jullien, its founder: 
these are considered as philosophers 
in the strict sense; — they abandon 
almost completely religious ideas. 

However, notwithstanding many 
foolish things, the St. Simonians have 
given public opinion here an impulse 
which is strong and will be durable. 
We begin to turn our attention from 
the abstractions of charters and law- 
making to the fundamental point of 
ameliorating the condition of the 
largest, poorest, and not least respect- 
able class of the community. O. 



BRISTOL. 
Sir, — In your last * Chronicle,' a cor- 
respondent has communicated an ac- 
count of a social Tea-Meeting, held 
on Fast-day, consisting of members of 
the Lewins Mead congregation, in 
this city ; at that meeting it was re- 
solved that a similar one should be 
held on Good-Friday, and some of 
your readers may feel an interest in 
knowing that it was more numerously 
attended than the former ; and nearly 
all who were present have expressed 
their approval of the proceedings, and 
their hope that these will lead to more 
union and co-operation among all 
classes of the Society, 

Upwards of sixty gentlemen sat 
down in the most friendly manner; 
and after tea the Rev. Mr. Rowe was 
invited to the chair. Our venerated 
friend and pastor Dr. Carpenter, 
Messrs. G. Webb, Hall, J. B. Estlin, 
W.Browne, T.Lang, and other friends, 
severally addressed the meeting on 



subjects connected with religious in* 
tercourse, religious education, and the 
progress of Unitarian Christianity in 
the sister island, Geneva, &c. The 
company separated about ten o'clock 
highly gratified, with the persuasion 
that such meetings are well calculated 
to impress the hearts of those who 
attend them with right motives. 

I avail myself of the present op* 
portunity of expressing to you my 
warm approval of, and best wishes for, 
the success of your useful Chronicle. 

May 1, 1832. J. D. T. 



Unitarian Christian Worship, Burton 
Streety Burton Crescent, London. 

On Sunday the 22nd of April, a 
Chapel was opened in the north-west 
of the Metropolis, where the want of 
such a place has been long felt. An 
attempt of this kind was made, it is 
true, a few years ago, in very dis- 
advantageous circumstances. A more 
successful experiment having been 
made during the last five months, in 
a room in Woburn Buildings, has led 
to the present undertaking. The 
place which has now been opened 
is that which, for about eight months 
past, has been devoted, by the benevo- 
lent Mr. Owen, to the dissemination 
of his principles of Political Eco- 
nomy. The sentiments expressive of 
that gentleman's views of the forma- 
tion of human character, which were 
affixed to the walls, have been re- 
moved, and the place devoted to the 
purposes of Christian worship and 
instruction. The excellence of the 
situation, and the peculiarly conve- 
nient mode in which the Chapel is 
fitted up, rendering the rent necessa- 
rily high, it is proposed to let the 
place, which is very well adapted to 
such a purpose, to gentlemen of edu- 
cation and respectability, for occa- 
sional lectures on literary and scien- 
tific subjects. The Chapel has been 
engaged for one year certain. 

All who wish well to this attempt 
to establish a Unitarian Society amidst 
an extending population, which has 
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sprung up within a few years, are 
respectfully invited to lend their pe- 
cuniary aid. 

The. Rev. B. M anion, minister of 
Worship - street Chapel, Finsbury- 
square, delivered at the opening a 
discourse on the Evidence for the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ (which 
was attentively heard by nearly three 
hundred persons), and proposes to 
follow this up by discourses on some 
pther parts of the Christian Evidence. 
. The service will begin throughout 
the summer every Sunday evening at 
seven o'clock, but probably in the 
winter at half-past six. 

Communications may be made to 
Mr. Nash, No. 9, Tavistock Place ; 
or to the Rev. B. Mardon, 27, Tavi- 
stock Place. 

Discourses on the Evidences of Chris- 
tianity, now delivering in Burton 
Street Chapel, Burton Crescent : — 
1. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ ; 
— 2. The Genuineness of the Gospel 
Record ;— 3. The Credibility of the 
Gospel Record ; — 4. The Character 
of Jesus Christ ; — 5. The Apostles 
and Evangelists no Enthusiasts ; — 
6. Mahometanism false, Christianity 
true; — 7. The Gospel worthy of all 
acceptance, from its intrinsic value ; 
—8. The stability and perpetuity of 
the Christian Church. 



BOLTON DISTRICT UNITARIAN 
ASSOCIATION. 

The Twelfth Half-yearly Meeting of 
this Association was held at Bury on 
Good Friday. The religious services 
were conducted by the Rev. William 
Probert of Walmsley, and the Rev. 
John Jenkins, who is officiating at 
Rivington. The latter gentleman 
preached an interesting and useful 
discourse on the gradual but certain 
progress of truth. 

The members of the Association 
and their friends afterwards dined to- 
gether, and spent the afternoon in that 
kind of intercourse which fills the 
breast with kindly feelings and be- 
comes an incitement to love and to 
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good works. It is one of the objects 
of this meeting to originate and pro- 
mote plans calculated to spread correct 
views of scriptural truth, and to pro- 
voke a spirit of zeal and inquiry among* 
those who come more immediately 
within the range of its influence. 
Perhaps none of the time appropriated 
to these meetings is more instructively 
employed than that portion which is 
occupied, in conformity with a re 
gulation of the Society, in the narra- 
tion of what is doing in the different 
congregations within the district. The 
various exertions which are being 1 
made for the spread of Unitarianism 
and the advancement of its interests, — » 
the little schemes which have been? 
devised and adopted for infusing new 
life and energy into those exertions,— 
the successwith which they have beeit 
attended, or the causes of their failure 
if unsuccessful,— -al I open sources of 
information of unfailing interest to> 
those who are engaged in the same 
work. A spirit of sympathy and in- 
citement is produced among the mem- 
bers by such a reciprocal communica- 
tion of their labours and projects, and 
they return to their respective spheres 
of duty encouraged to prosecute their 4 
own plans and to take advantage of 
the experience of others. 

It may not be uninteresting to the 
readers of this publication to see a 
brief account of some of the measures' 
adopted in this district of Lancashire 
for the dissemination of Unitarian 
opinions and for the general purposes 
of benevolence. 

One of these little schemes was* 
detailed by the minister in whose 1 
chapel we had recently assembled. 
It was formed chiefly with a view to 
the improvement of the younger part 
of his congregation. It is a Thursday ; 
evening meeting. The object is to 
cultivate devotional feelings, and to 1 
investigate the truths of Revelation ; : 
and the plan pursued is the reading 
of a portion of Holy Writ, accom- 
panied with an exposition of it from 
one or more commentators. A fa-* 
miliar conversation upon the passage 
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afterwards ensues, which is followed 
by a bymn and a prayer. Connected 
with this social meeting is a tract 
society containing nearly one hundred 
.members. These members are di- 
vided into districts. A subscription of 
one penny a month entitles a sub- 
"Bcriber to the constant use of a tract, 
which he may exchange once a fort- 
night. It is interesting to find that 
in some of the districts parties assem* 
ble to hear the tracts read, and to 
converse about their contents. 

The state of the Sunday-Schools 
and all the little institutions connected 
with them, such as sick, funeral, and 
clothing societies, libraries, and read- 
ing parties, engage, in a peculiar 
manner, the attention of those who 
attend these meetings. There are 
very few Sunday-schools in this dis- 
trict which have not their sick funds 
and libraries; but one only, it is 
believed, has a clothing society. The 
object and nature of this very useful 
society were detailed, in a most pleas- 
jug manner, by a gentleman who had 
witnessed, in the schools connected 
with his own congregation, the ad- 
mirable utility of it. The fund is 
raised by a weekly contribution of one 
penny from every child who is a 
member of it; and to this sum is 
added the produce of an annual con- 
gregational collection. The money 
thus accumulated is expended in the 
purchase of serviceable clothing, which 
is distributed once a year among the 
children who contribute towards the 
fund. It has been observed that this 
society produces the best effects upon 
the parents as well as upon the chil- 
dren ; — both feel themselves connected 
by a new bond with the institution and 
society from which they receive such 
-benefits. 

At Hind ley great exertions have 
been made for the promotion of scrip- 
tural truth and of other important 
objects, restricted only by .a paucity 
of funds. A city mission (if it be not 
a misnomer) has been commenced in 
the village — about twenty-five indi- 
viduals being weekly contributors of a 
penny— for the purpose of alleviating 



the wants of sickness and age. A 
course of Sunday- Evening Lectures 
on Ecclesiastical History has been 
carried on for some time and found 
conducive to the spread of a spirit of 
inquiry. This object has also been 
assisted by the distribution of tracts. 
Many plans of usefulness are in oper 
ration in other parts of the district, of 
which no detailed account can now be 
given ; and a considerable number of 
tracts is in circulation. 

The Autumn Meeting of the As- 
sociation will be held at Chowhent, at 
which place the Rev. W. Probert is 
expected to preach, supported by the 
Rev. J. Ragland. 

F. Baker, Secretary, 



SOMERSET AND DORSET ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

The Twenty -fourth Meeting of the 
Somerset and Dorset Half-yearly 
Association was held at Crew kerne, 
on Good Friday ; on which occasion 
the religious service was confined to 
the morning; the Scriptures were 
read, and the prayers of the congrega- 
tion offered by the Rev. E. Whitfield, 
after which the Rev. R. Cree dis? 
coursed on the passage,Acts xxviii.22. 

The principal feature of the busi- 
ness transacted at the close of the 
service was the appointment of the 
next place of meeting, viz. Bridport. 
The time, Wednesday, Sept. 12th. 

On account of the unfavourableness 
of the weather the friends from a 
distance were not numerous. But 
although the party that dined together 
was small, the social meeting, over 
which J. Spark, Esq. presided, was 
pleasant and improving. Whilst ex- 
pressing their general wishes for the 
extension of civil and religious liberty, 
as well as other blessings to their 
brethren and fellow- creature s, the 
members present bade a public fare- 
well to the Rev. D. Hughes of Yeovil, 
who is about to seek the shores of 
America, and cordially hoped that he 
would find there prosperity and hap- 
piness for himself and his family. 

E. Whitfield. 
Ilminsier, April 23, 1832, 
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NOTICES. North America, it is hoped that some 

British and Foreign Unitarian As- young man of popular talents will be 

sociation. disposed to offer himself as a candi- 

The Anniversary of this Institution date. (The remainder of this notice, 

will be held on Wednesday, June 13, as sent, would have subjected us to 

in Finsbury Unitarian Chapel. The the advertisement duty.) 
Rev. W. Hincks will preach in the — 

morning. The public meeting will Lecture* to be delivered in the Chapel 
be held in the evening. For par- of the Orphan Working School, 
ticulars see advertisement on the cover City Road. 

of the ' Monthly Repository/ (This School is supported by all denomina- 

L _. .• • tions of Protestant Dissenters.) *| 

The Annual Meeting of the Southern Sunday Evening, June 3rd, Rev$ 

Unitarian Society will be held on Benjamin Mardon ; 10th, Dr. Hum- ' 

Wednesday, June the 27th, at New- phries ; 17th, James Upton; 24tb, 

port, Isle of Wight The Rev. Lant Edward Tagart. 

Carpenter, LL.D. has kindly con- 

sented to preach on the occasion. The General Assembly of the Ge- 

i- — - neral Baptists Will be held in Worship 

Eastern Unitariari'JSociety. Street Meeting House on Whit Tues- 

The Twentieth Anniversary of the day, the 12th of June. The business 

Eastern Unitarian Association wHl be is appointed to commence at nine 

held at Frarftlingham on the last o'clock, and the public service at 

Wednesday in June, 1832, and the eleven. Mr. John Marten, of Dover 

following day. The Rev. Henry and Canterbury, will preach. The- 

Hawkes, Norwich, has accepted the dinner will be, as usual, at the White 

invitation of the Committee to preach Hart Tavern, Bishopsgate-street, at 

on the Thursday morning. The four o'clock. 

preacher for, the preceding evening is - 

not yet appointed. The Rev. — Cropper, of Bolton, 

* has accepted an invitation to the Uni- 

Manchester College, York. tarian congregation at Exeter, as co- 

The next general annual exam in a- pastor with the Rev. H. Acton. 

tion of students will take place in the — 

Common Hall of the college, on The Rev. E. Chapman, late of 

Tuesday, the 26th of June,' and the Deptford, succeeds the Rev. Dr. T, 

two following days. The York an- Rees, as Minister of the Unitarian 

nual meeting of Trustees will be held Chapel, Stamford- street. 

in the Common Hall, on Friday, the 

29th June. The Rev. Mr. Rowe, of Lewins 

The friends of the college will dine Mead, Bristol, has relinquished his . 

together at Etridge's hotel, on the pastoral office, on account of the state 

27th and 28th June. of his health. 

S. D. Darbishire, 1 e . . — — _______ 

J.J.Tayler, Y Secretaries. Unitarian Publications. 
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Manchester, May 15, 1832. A Church Establishment Antichris- 

tian, by Franklin Baker, A. M. 

The Rev. David Hughes, of Yeovil, - Three Lectures on the Unitarian 

having resigned his congregation, in Christian's object of worship, &c, by 

order to a removal with his family to W. Selby. 
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We are again obliged to crave the indulgence of our readers for a double number. Even this 
expedient leaves us a quantity of information on hand which we are vety unwilling to post- 
pone. Kvery exertion will be made for bringing up these arrears as promptly as possible ; 
and it is hoped that our Chronicle will be found sufficiently interesting to ensure the efforts 
of our Unitarian friends for giving it such a circulation as shall warrant and stimulate our 
endeavours to render it a yet more complete record of our affairs, both at home and abroad. 



BRITISH AND FOREIGN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION. 

• 

The Anniversary of this Institution Madras. The attendance of minis- 
was held at Finsbury Unitarian ters was not so numerous as usual, 
Chapel on Wednesday, June 13th. but members and friends of the asso- 
A large and respectable congregation ciation were present from most parts 
assembled in the morning, when the of England, and from Scotland and 
devotional parts of the service were Ireland. 

conducted by the Rev. Messrs. Teggin William Smith, Esq., having been 
(of Taunton) and Montgomery (of called to the chair, after a few intro- 
Carter-lane, London) ; and the Rev. ductory remarks, requested the Trea- 
W. Hincks, of York, preached from surer to read his report of the Money- 
John, chap, i., v. 14. The estimate Transactions of the Society for the 
formed of the sermon by the auditory past year. 

will be seen by our report of the pro- Mr. Hornby. — ' I beg leave to lay 

ceedings in the evening. We abstain before the Meeting an outline of the 

from any analysis of it, in the hope of Society's Accounts for the past year, 

its speedy publication. After the closing on the 31st of December, 

service had concluded, many friends 1831, which have been examined by 

of the Institution met to partake of an the auditors appointed at the last Anni- 

economical dinner, for which previous versary, and allowed by them. Our 

arrangements had been made by the wish, however, is, that the account 

Committee, at the White Hart Ta- should be fully stated to this Meeting ; 

vern, in Bishopsgate-street. At six and if any question should suggest 

o'clock in the evening the chapel was itself to any friend of the Society, I 

crowded. The Rajah Rammohun trust that he will feel no reluctance in 

Roy was present, as was also another putting it to myself, or any member 

native of the same country, from the of the Committee. At the last Anni- 

other extremity of its social scale, versary, it was my duty to report to 

who has embraced the religion which the Meeting that there was a balance 

knows no castes. We allude to Israel against the Society to the amount of 

Polliathan, who has been already men- 73/. I now have the pleasure of 

tioned in our pages as a worthy mem- stating, that the balance at the close 

fcer of William Roberts's church at of last year was in favour of the 
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Society to the amount of 283J. (Mr. 
Hornby then read the Treasurer's 
Report, which will be published, as 
usual, by the Association.) 

* Sir, — I feel that I should be ill 
discharging my duty if I suffered this 
Meeting to separate with the idea that 
this balance of 293/. was a surplus 
wherewith the Committee knew not 
what to do. On the contrary, the 
Committee, for a very considerable 
portion of the past year, were in pain- 
ful doubt whether that adverse balance 
which I had to report at the last An- 
niversary would be increased or di- 
minished ; and it certainly would not 
have been liquidated, even if reduced, 
but for the liberal donations of our" 
friends towards that truly beneficial 
object, new to this institution, which 
they were most anxious should not 
only be established, but the success of 
which should also be insured. It will 
easily be understood that I am now 
alluding to the Home Mission of this 
Society, which was last year agreed 
to for the purpose of affording reli- 
gious instruction to the poor, the 
ignorant, and the degraded of this 
vast metropolis. It is, no doubt, 
honourable to us to endeavour to 
check and counteract erroneous theo- 
logical opinions ; but, in my humble 
judgment, that is only a secondary 
object to that of teaching men the 
two great moral lessons of their duty 
towards God, and their duty towards 
their fellow-beings; and, indeed, we 
have the authority of Christ himself 
for saying, that these are the two most 
important principles of the Christian 
religion. Our balance of account, 
therefore, has been turned, by means 
of the donations made to this specific 
object; and not one farthing of the 
money having been applied to that 
object when these accounts were made 
up, I trust I shall be excused, when 
I most earnestly call on you for your 
aid and influence in behalf of this 
Association. Let me remind you that 
the objects which we have in view 
are various and as important as 
various. And believing, as I do, that, 



were each of these objects made the 
sole aim of a separate and distinct 
society, you would think it to be your 
duty to support them all to the best 
of your power, I trust that you will 
not permit the union of these several 
objects in one society to suffer on that 
account. I hold in my hand a brief 
statement of the plan and objects of 
this Association. I am almost afraid 
to trust myself to state the various 
objects it has in view : but I know 
not how better to satisfy you that we 
need your best assistance, than by 
mentioning a few of the modes in 
which the Committee dispose of the 
means which you intrust to their care. 
I find herein etated, (and to the truth 
of the statement I can bear witness, 
as one of the officers of the Society,) 
that " a considerable portion of the 
funds of the Association is expended 
in different ways in the support of 
Unitarian worship :" — that 44 the Com- 
mittee conduct the publication or re- 
publication (both for sale and distri- 
bution) of standard works on Unita- 
rian Theology, in such forms, and at 
such prices, as render them gene- 
rally accessible — that " donations, 
varying in amount, according to 
the circumstances of the case, are 
made, both of books and tracts, to 
ministers and missionaries, to congre- 
gational and vestry libraries, and to 
individuals who may have opportuni- 
ties for promoting their circulation 
where they are likely to be read with 
advantage;" — that " the legal de- 
partment of the Association embraces 
whatever conduces to the security and 
extension of the civil rights of Uni- 
tarians — that 44 local persecutions 
are checked or prevented ; and trusts 
and endowments are often preserved 
by timely advice from being perverted 
or lost ; " — that 4 * an extensive and inter- 
esting foreign correspondence is main- 
tained by the Association ; friendly 
communications are exchanged with 
the Unitarian churches abroad ; and 
during the past year three admirable 
tracts were prepared, adapted to the 
peculiar modes of thought of the 
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Roman Catholic, the Jew, and the 
Mahometan ; and encouragement is 
afforded to individuals in various 
countries who are themselves inquir- 
ing, or are stimulating others to in- 
quire, after religious truth;" — that 
" there are at the present time two 
native preachers in India connected 
with the Association ; that each has 
a congregation respectable as to 
numbers and character, though poor 
in circumstances, and schools are 
attached to both ; that Wm. Roberts, 
of Pursewaukum in Madras, has been 
supported by the Association for some 
years, in order that he might devote 
himself entirely to the promotion of 
pure Christianity among his country- 
men ; that his son, Joseph Roberts, 
is receiving, under the auspices of the 
Association, instruction in this coun- 
try to qualify him for continuing and 
extending the good work begun by 
his father." — And last, though not 
least, I find that the Committee have 
sent forth a domestic Missionary, 
whose duty it is " to seek out and 
visit the poor and ignorant at their 
own habitations, and to communicate 
to them moral and religious instruc- 
tion, avoiding theological controversy 
and sectarian opinions," — " to act as 
the almoner of the charity of indi- 
viduals and congregations ; and by 
the relief of distress, the introduction 
of destitute children into schools, and 
similar means, to alleviate wretched- 
ness, and promote the comfort and 
improvement of the poor." — Now, 
Sir, am I doing any injustice to the 
Unitarians of England, when I say 
that if these objects were distributed 
over half a dozen Societies, they 
would feel it to be their duty to sup- 
. port each and all of them ? and if so, 
is it an unreasonable question to ask, 
whether the average income of this 
Association of 1000/. or 1200/. a 
year, is such a sum as the Unitarians 
ought to be content to raise, or such 
a sum as is sufficient to enable the 
Committee to do justice to that great 
cause which you profess. I will not 
take up the time of the meeting by 



any further observations ; and I hope 
to be excused for making this long 
comment on the accounts which I 
now have the honour of laying before 
you for your approval.' 

Mr. Rutt. — 4 Before I put in your 
hands, Sir, the Resolution which na- 
turally grows out of this Report, I 
cannot denv mvself the pleasure of 
expressing the peculiar gratification 
which I feel in meeting you on the 
present occasion, and in times so 
eventful and interesting, — recollect- 
ing, as I do, the numerous occasions 
on which, through a course of many 
years, I have acted with you in pro- 
moting that object, which we both 
deemed most conducive to human im- 
provement, and most calculated to 
bring about that period when there 
shall be universal peace on earth, 
and lasting good will among men. 
I am sure, Sir, that you will agree 
with me that any course likely to pro- 
duce such a result would form one of 
the highest objects for which any 
body of men could associate ; and 
you will likewise agree with me that 
there is a connecting link which is 
well calculated to join all worthy ob- 
jects together. The promotion of the 
Unitarian cause in the world gives 
us, in my opinion, ample reason to 
anticipate the universal growth of 
good will ; and when the time shall 
come that every man considers his 
fellow man as a brother, then will no 
man suffer another to be a slave ; 
and thus, too, when all believe in the 
paternal character of God, no man 
will use his own advantages to the 
prejudice of the advantages of others: 
the whole world will be as one family, 
and that equality which Christianity 
is so calculated to promote, and which 
is so consonant with reason and jus- 
tice, will prevail universally. We 
ought all to feel extremely grateful 
at the progress which our cause has 
made, and especially those who re- 
member what it was in its infancy. 
In the present day the Unitarian 
bears a name in society, instead of, as 
formerly, being hardly known, or only 

H 2 

Digitized by Google 



100 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE* 



acknowledged to be reproached, and 
railed at, and misrepresented. Great 
must be the pleasure that you. Sir, 
must feel, at having been one of the 
main instruments in removing the 
legal stigma from the Unitarian name, 
a stigma that was a disgrace to any 
comitry calling itself civilised, and 
enjoying enlightened institutions. I 
will not now detain the meeting 
longer, further than simply to express 
my satisfaction at the observations 
which have been addressed to us by 
the treasurer. I, like him, trust that 
the great objects of our institution 
will be supported, and that every in- 
dividual in this Meeting will go away 
with the firm resolution of lending all 
the assistance he can towards car- 
rying our great cause forward to a 
prosperous result. I have now only 
to move : — 

1. * That the Treasurer's Report be 
received and allowed,' — which having 
carried, 

The Rev. James Yates read to the 
Meeting the Report of the proceedings 
of the Committee for the past year. ^ 

Dr. T. Rees.— -* The Report which 
has just been read by my esteemed 
friend, the Secretary, opens a wide 
and interesting field for observation, 
on which I would most gladly expa- 
tiate, were I not warned by circum- 
stances of a painful nature, personal 
to myself, that I must forbear. But 
I cannot avoid taking this opportu- 
nity of expressing the gratification 
which I myself have derived from 
listening to its details ; and in the 
motion which I have to make, I shall 
give this company an opportunity of 
also expressing (which I am sure 
they gladly will) their satisfaction at 
the statement they have heard. The 
Committee in that Report do not 
pretend to call the attention of the 
subscribers to any great, striking, or 
brilliant successes ; but without ad- 
verting to any exciting circumstances 
of that kind, enough has been stated 
to afford us the satisfaction of per- 
ceiving that this Association is doing 
great and extensive good — great good 



not only in this country — but also 
great and permanent benefit in the 
remotest parts of the civilised world. 
Sir, I shall not detain you, for I am 
sorry to say that my strength will 
not permit, further than to state that 
the purport of my motion is to recom- 
mend that this Report be received 
and approved. I would willingly add, 
with a view to the information of those 
who have not heard it, that it be 
printed ; but that is not necessary, as 
its printing is provided for by a per- 
manent law of the institution.' Dr. 
Rees then moved, — 

2. * That the Report now read be 
received,' — which was seconded and 
passed. 

The Rev. Mr. Fox. — « Mr. Chairman, 
in the arrangement of the business of 
the evening it has fallen to my lot, 
under the direction of the Committee, 
to call on the meeting to discharge a 
debt of justice and gratitude, by an 
expression of thanks to our preacher 
of this morning, for what is rightly 
denominated the "able and interesting'* 
discourse then delivered : and I must 
say that, in doing this, we shall only 
thereby be giving a voice to the feel- 
ings of those who heard it, and ex- 
pressing an opinion which ought to be 
conveyed to the minds of those who 
were not so fortunate. I must say 
that that discourse was alike worthy 
of the high character of the preacher 
by whom it was delivered, and of the 
society to which it was addressed. 
The individual who was selected by 
the Committee to address us on this 
anniversary has been honoured by 
occupying the Unitarian pulpit both 
at Exeter and at Liverpool, and from 
those scenes of popular exertion has 
been called to the not less laborious, 
and more learned and profound task, 
of instructing those whose religious 
training is to furnish us with a succes- 
sion of Unitarian ministers. These 
facts indicate that he is possessed of 
talents not often combined in one 
person ; talents fitting him for the 
education of those who are hereafter, 
by their learning and critical erudition, 
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to become the champions of the long- 
Forgotten and much-obscured truths 
of the Gospel, and also adapted to 
enlighten the ignorant, reclaim those 
who have wandered, console the af- 
flicted, strengthen the tempted, and 
do the work of an evangelist among 
the people. Let me say, too, that this 
combination of abilities was happily 
exemplified in the discourse to which 
we had this morning an opportunity 
of listening. The first part of it was 
an acute, clear, and able piece of bib- 
lical criticism ; and the remainder was 
as beautiful an application of the re- 
sults of that criticism, and a valuable 
specimen of moral delineation and 
precept. Such is the combination 
which our principles demand should 
appear before the public, and which is 
required by the spirit of aninstitution 
intended to disseminate religious in- 
struction through the world. We are 
not mere theological antiquarians: 
our sole duty is not that of exploring 
the dark places of Scripture, or of 
pouring light on what is enveloped in 
obscurity. Such things as these, in- 
deed, we ought to do ; we ought per- 
se veringly to dig in the mines of Holy 
Writ ; but at the same time we ought 
never to forget to put the gold that 
we draw thence into common circula- 
tion — making it the Binews of our 
holy war against ignorance and vice, 
and the means of diffusing the most 
important blessings over the whole 
surface of society, from its highest 
elevations to its lowliest valleys. Ac- 
cordingly, it was well for our preacher 
to attack the theological errors that 
prevail in the religious world ; but it 
was also well that he did not stop 
there, but proceeded from pulling 
down that which is false and injurious, 
to building up that which is true and 
useful. The mere smallness of our 
numbers leads men to speak of us as 
a sect ; but in our views, at least, 
there is nothing sectarian ; our prin- 
ciples are those which Christ explicitly 
declared, and they are principles which 
none who profess a reverence for the 
Scriptures will dare in terms to deny. 



The difference lies here : that we hold 
these principles in their native purity 
and extent, and refuse, like others, to 
blend that which is infinite wilh that 
which is limited, and to narrow down 
the all- comprehensive doctrines of 
divine grace into the limited and ex- 
clusive speculations of a bigot's creed. 
The discourse that we have this day 
heard was also in harmony with the 
spirit of our religion, by its happy 
blending of the permanent with the 
temporary. We rest on principles, 
which are as unchanging and enduring 
as the laws by which the heavenly 
bodies revolve in their everlasting 
rounds, but which also apply continu- 
ally to the common and varying cir- 
cumstances of life, guiding our pur- 
suits, stimulating our exertions, and 
affording us consolation from day to 
day, from month to month, and from 
year to year ; principles which, while 
they are as durable as the laws of 
matter and of mind, like them also 
are illustrated in ceaseless changes 
and successive seasons, now putting 
forth the blossoms of spring, and now 
gladdening our eyes with the glories 
of harvest. Such, Sir, is the manner 
in which our principles should be ad- 
vocated ; and we rejoice, and are 
grateful to our preacher, that he has 
not put the importance of our institu- 
tion on narrow grounds, but has en- 
deavoured to enter into its real ten- 
dency ; and in the same spirit in which 
he has given himself to us, we send 
back to him the tribute of our minds 
and hearts. I feel assured that I am 
only expressing the voice of the meet- 
ing in moving, 

3. 1 That the cordial thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Rev. William 
Hincks, of York, for his able and 
interesting sermon, delivered this 
morning/ 

The Rev. S. Wood seconded the 
vote of thanks, and expressed the 
great satisfaction he had felt in hearing 
Mr. Hincks's discourse. [It is by 
Mr. Wood's request that his speech is 
reported thus briefly.] 

Mption agreed to unanimously. 
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The Rev.W. Hincks.— 'The circum- 
stances under which I appear before 
you, render me little capable of express- 
ing those sentiments by which I am 
almost overcome. I beg, however, 
to say that, though my humble en- 
deavour in behalf of the Society this 
morning has received a notice far 
stronger than it deserves, I neverthe- 
less accept it with the greatest pleasure 
and gratitude. My best services are 
always willingly bestowed on any ob- 
ject of this kind, and to receive the 
approbation of the persons that I see 
assembled round me, is the proudest 
reward to which I can aspire. In 
conclusion, I can only say that I shall 
be extremely happy to contribute in 
any way to the same object, and I 
again beg leave to express the gratifi- 
cation I feel.' 

Mr. Bischoff moved the appoint- 
ment of the officers and committee 
for the ensuing year — 

4. 4 That the following gentlemen 
be requested to undertake the duties 
of the undermentioned offices for the 
year ensuing, viz. : — 

* Thomas Hornby, Esq., Treasurer; the 
Rev. James Yates, Secretary; ,the Rev. 
Edward Tagart, Secretary for the Foreign 
Department; the Rev. B. Mardon, Se cretary 
for the Book and Tract Department ; Edgar 
Taylor, Esq., Solicitor. Mr. J. H. Bidlake, 
Rev. K. Chapman, Mr. John Fisher, Rev. 
W. J. Fox, Mr Richard Knight, Mr. Daniel 
Lister, Rev. Thomas Madge, Mr. W. O. 
Manning, Mr. J. T. Rutt, Mr. Richard 
Surridge, Mr. Edward Scott, Mr. John 
Taylor, Mr. Richard Taylor, Mr. E. F. 
Teschemacher, Mr. W. Wansey, Committee. 
Joseph Fernie, Esq., Thomas Hardy, Esq., 
Samuel Pett, Esq., Auditors: 

Mr. Christie. — ' A motion has been 
put into my hands by the committee 
which I shall have much pleasure in 
submitting to the notice of the meet- 
ing, and I am sure that I need only 
read it to obtain universal approba- 
tion for it. It is as follows : — 

5. ' That this meeting, sensible of 
the great and increasing importance 
of this Association in reference to its 
extensive and varied efforts, bath fo- 
reign and domestic, regret the con- 
stant limitation of these efforts by the 



want of sufficient funds, and earnestly 
recommend its zealous and united 
support to the professors of Unita* 
riani3m throughout Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

4 1 am confident that this resolution 
will meet with entire approbation ,* 
and I trust that the meeting, and as 
many friends to the cause as may sub- 
sequently learn the contents of this 
motion by its being printed, will 
come forward to the best of their 
ability in endeavouring to promote 
the prosperity of the funds of the 
society. When we consider what this 
Association was at its commencement, 
(and I know something of that, hav- 
ing been one of the few that belong 
to it from the beginning,) I think 
that we shall be able by tracing its 
twenty-year progress, to convince 
ourselves that no effort in the cause 
of liberty, morality, and truth, is ever 
finally lost. I the rather throw this 
out for the encouragement of the 
younger part of this assembly ; and 
when I look to you, Sir, I look to a 
witness, who can confirm the truth of 
my assertion more than any man in 
England, and perhaps more than any 
man in the whole of Europe. When 
I consider the part that we have 
taken in all matters connected with 
real freedom — when I consider the 
extensive field of your exertions — the 
difficulty and opposition which you 
have had to encounter — the struggles 
you have made for the abolition of 
negro slavery — your successful exer- 
tions for the removal of those penal- 
ties which were denounced on us as 
Unitarians — your consistency in ad- 
vocating the great cause of civil and 
religious liberty — I must say that I 
rejoice to speak in the presence of a 
man who can by his own example 
testify the truth of that which I have 
asserted. I need not remind you of 
the difficulties which presented them- 
selves at the commencement of our 
institution ; but I may at all events 
congratulate you on its success — a 
success exceedingly great, when we 
consider how wide and unbounded 
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our objects are, and how limited our 
means. The more I see, the more 
I am satisfied that there is nothing in 
the whole compass of human exer- 
tions more calculated to promote a 
noble disinterestedness, or to animate 
the best feelings of the heart, than 
the entering with honest determina- 
tion into the prosecution of the ob- 

i'ects of such a society as this. Sir, 
shall say no more ; time is pressing, 
and I therefore leave the motion in 
your hands, not doubting that it will 
readily find a seconder/ 

The Rev. Mr. Yates. — * No one ap- 
pears by his voice to have seconded 
the resolution ; but I trust that every 
heart in the assembly has done so. 
I the rather rise to it, having just 
been appointed one of your secretaries 
for the ensuing year. I would take 
this opportunity of observing, that 
Unitarianism has, for the most part, 
taken its origin from persons in 
humble circumstances, or at least 
from persons in the middling classes 
of society. Like the first Christians, 
there are not many of the mighty or 
noble of the land among us. I have 
indeed had put into my hand a note 
from one or the mighty — a member 
of parliament — who would have been 
with us this evening, had not business 
of importance prevented his attend- 
ance. The gentleman to whom I 
allude is a member of the Unitarian 
congregation of Edinburgh. But 
such exceptions are rare ; and I there- 
fore wish to press on those whose 
industry has been blessed by Provi- 
dence, the necessity of aiding the 
funds of the society to the utmost 
extent in their power. I may illus- 
trate this part of the subject by re- 
ferring to a letter which was received 
from one of our friends at Newcastle 
this morning. The committee had 
applied to him for information re- 
specting the Unitarian Congregations 
at Shields and Sunderland. In his 
letter he observes, that the mention 
of the Association reminds him of the 
new establishments recently formed 
at Shields and Sunderland* both of 



which he hopes will prosper, though 
a little aid would be very useful. He 
then goes on to say, that Mr. Wright 
and Mr. Stewart are making great 
sacrifices, and the suspension of the 
allowance from Lady Hewley's trus- 
tees prevents any aid in that quarter ; 
and that the exertions of the monied 
men are not such as might have been 
expected from them. It has perhaps 
been observed, that this resolution 
calls on the Unitarians of Ireland and 
Scotland for assistance. Though 
some perhaps may think that it would 
be more natural for them to look to 
us for assistance, than for us to look 
to them. But the mention of Ireland 
and Scotland has been introduced, 
because we are anxious that the 
Unitarians of the whole United King- 
dom should join in aiding the foreign 
objects of the Association. It may be 
right to state, that there are subscrip- 
tions raised in various towns of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, for the 
purpose of promoting the growth of 
Unitarianism in this country. But I 
do not think that any of them go so 
far as to embrace the foreign objects 
of this Institution, which exhaust so 
large a portion of our funds. The 
reason for this is pretty plain. The 
situation of London gives us peculiar 
advantages in corresponding with fo- 
reign parts. It is the head-quarters 
of the government ; and its metropo- 
litan importance enables us to do 
with our funds much more than could 
be done in another place. And it is 
therefore on this account, that we 
have included the Unitarians of Scot- 
land and Ireland in the call that we 
make in this resolution on our brethren 
and friends. I now beg leave to se- 
cond the resolution that has been pro- 
posed to the meeting.' 

Resolution carried unanimously. 

Mr. Richard Taylor. — 'The motion 
assigned to me relates to that depart- 
ment of the labours of the Association 
to which the Reverend Gentleman 
who has preceded me has alluded — I 
mean the foreign department ; and I 
should certainly have been unwilling 
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to undertake the task of proposing 
this resolution, if I did not know that 
it was to be seconded by a gentleman 
who has far greater opportunities than 
I can have of acquiring information 
on this subject. I recollect that in 
the days of the Unitarian Fund, which 
preceded this Association, this country 
was so much separated from the Con- 
tinent, that it had scarcely the means 
of knowing whether there was any 
one abroad taking part in that great 
object which has always so much in- 
terested us. I remember the time 
when even the mere idea of meeting 
with kindred minds to our own on 
the Continent was regarded as a 
dream ; and when it was thought 
to be a vain wish to express a hope 
of the time arriving when we might 
communicate with our brethren in 
Transylvania, or in those other coun- 
tries still nearer to our shores — the 
genuine successors of the Grotiuses, 
the Le Clercs, and other liberal di- 
vines of Europe. But now, happily, 
the time is come when our fondest 
hopes are realised, and when we have 
seen at our Anniversaries persons of 
kindred sentiments with our own, not 
only from the continent of Europe, 
but from the remotest quarters of the 
globe. We have seen, in this chapel, 
minds of the highest order rejoicing 
to contribute and assist in our labours. 
And I may mention, that the Resolu- 
tion which I hold in my hand has 
more particularly in view the esta- 
blishment of a Unitarian Association 
at Paris, and the valuable labours of 
the pastors of the Church of Geneva, 
who have found it to be their duty to 
come forward with a bold and manly 
avowal of opposition to those corrup- 
tions of the Christian Church, which 
it has always been the object of us all 
to endeavour to remove. We now 
have the pleasure of seeing in our 
catalogues of books the names of four 
valuable tracts, written by M. Chene- 
viere, professor of theology in Geneva, 
and by M. De Luc, belonging to one 
of the most distinguished scientific 
families of Europe, who, though a 



layman, has been foremost in leading 
the way to a free discussion in matters 
of religion. And we are also inform- 
ed, in the publication called " Le 
Protestant de Geneve," that a demand 
has been made on the Church of Ge- 
neva for a supply of ministers attached 
to free inquiry, for the purpose of 
finding them occupation in the Pro- 
testant French Church; to which I 
may add, that churches at Florence, 
Turin, and Genoa, have already been 
supplied from the same source. It is 
also right that I should mention the 
labours of two distinguished ministers 
at Nismes — M. Vincent and M. Fon- 
tanes — who conjointly edited amonthly 
publication, advocating liberal theolo- 
gical opinions. I cannot, however, 
allude to this subject without express- 
ing my regret, that, for want of en- 
couragement, this publication is likely 
to cease. To every admirer of French 
literature, and every one who knows 
how capable the French language is 
of being made the organ of sacred 
eloquence, such a publication must be 
invaluable ; and those who delight in 
the productions of a C banning, would 
equally have cause to admire the pro- 
ductions put forth in this Journal *. 
I therefore say, that if it should un- 
fortunately be discontinued, it will 
be a great loss to the cause of Uni- 
tarianism. And I mention the sub- 
ject the rather because there are many 
Unitarians in this country who are 
not aware that they might learn from 
this periodical what is doing, not only 
in France and Geneva, but in Ger- 
many, and in the other countries of 
the Continent, together with ample 
details on all Unitarian subjects. I 
sincerely wish that it formed part of 
the duty of the Committee to corre- 
spond with these gentlemen, and to 
express to them the concern of the 
Unitarians of London at the prospect 
of the discontinuance of their Journal. 
I am not prepared to bring forward a 
proposal of this kind at a General 
Meeting of the Association, but I shall 

* A specimen may be seen in No. LX. of 
the Monthly Repository.— Kd. 
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take an opportunity hereafter of men- 
tioning the subject in the Committee. 
The reason which chiefly weighs with 
the Committee for the introduction of 
French tracts into our catalogue is 
this, — that as it has been deemed ad- 
visable to employ a part of our funds 
for translating our English tracts into 
French, we conceived that this pur- 
pose would be better answered by 
making more generally known those 
tracts that have been written by French 
divines, thereby increasing their cir- 
culation, and giving effect to those 
valuable efforts. We have imagined 
that such publications as these are 
more calculated to do good than any 
we ourselves can produce ; and I for 
one rejoice that we have been so ably 
anticipated by those to whom I have 
alluded. It is not necessary for me 
to refer to the almost universal use of 
the French language on the Continent, 
though I may remind the Meeting 
that, for this reason, no language is 
better calculated for our purpose, and 
that, therefore, we ought highly to 
prize the assistance that we have thus 
received. I myself have had the 
pleasure of attending public worship 
at the Unitarian place of meeting in 
Paris, in company with my own 
countrymen, with Americans, and 
with some Frenchmen ; and if they 
should succeed in obtaining the ser- 
vices of a French pastor, there can 
be no doubt that the sphere of useful- 
ness will be much increased ; at all 
events, the congregation, as it now 
stands, has been kept up for more 
than a year in great respectability and 
regularity of attendance, although it 
is not as yet very numerous. I nave 
now, Sir, only to move the following 
Resolution : — 

6. * That this Meeting hails with 
satisfaction the various proofs of the 
spread of a spirit of inquiry, and of 
liberal and just sentiments in religion 
on the continent of Europe ; that it 
regards, with fervent anticipations of 
good, the establishment of a Unitarian 
Association in Paris; and that it 
views with deep sympathy the efforts 
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now making by liberal theologians, 
and especially by the venerable and 
learned M. Cheneviere, professor of 
Theology in the Academy of Geneva, 
to promote the knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and inculcate the worship 
of the one true God, as the benevolent 
Father of mankind/ 

Dr. Bowring. — * I have been re- 
quested by the Committee to second 
this resolution ; and though I under- 
take the office, I must do so very 
briefly, for I stand at this moment in 
the presence of so great a calamity — 
a calamity to mankind in general, and 
to me most peculiarly — that I am 
afraid I shall find great difficulty in 
collecting my thoughts for any sub- 
ject not connected with that which 
has of late occupied the whole of them. 
I cannot, however, help bearing my 
testimony to the interesting circum- 
stances alluded to in this resolution. 
I have lately gone over much of the 
ground, and have observed with de- 
light what I shall now mention for 
your encouragement, that the cause 
of truth and free inquiry is making 
rapid advances in every direction. 
The Unitarian congregation at Paris, 
where I have attended from Sunday 
to Sunday, and seen three nations 
sacrificing to the one God, appears 
to be going on with that steadiness 
of march, that I have little fear for its 
continuance of existence, and even 
hope that the day will come when it 
will exercise great influence over the 
feelings of that capital. That most 
interesting capital, and most interest- 
ing nation, have recently been occu- 
pied with topics of a very different 
character ; and it is therefore not to 
be wondered at, if, in the midst of a 
struggle for their existence, or, at all 
events, for their liberties, they have 
not directed much of their attention to 
religious subjects. But it is at the 
same time true that an attention to 
such subjects has been visible even in 
the midst of these occurrences. It is 
certain that there are in France thou- 
sands of men restless and inquiring ; 
and it is equally certain that this spirit 
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of inquiry will bring many converts 
to truth, to Christ, and to Unitarian 
Christianity. My friend has referred 
to the state of things at Nismes : this 
day month I was in company with 
those two gentlemen to whom he has 
alluded. They have for many years 
been fighting most courageously and 
most successfully the battles of truth 
and of liberty. The situation of the 
Protestants there is one which subjects 
them to much rancour and obloquy. 
They constitute only one-third of the 
population, and they have had to re- 
sist the fanaticism of a frantic and 
ignorant party. They have, however, 
been able to maintain their ground, 
and they now hold the highest place 
in the affections of their intelligent 
fellow-citizens. I can scarcely com- 
municate the delight with which they 
heard from me that we were looking 
with interest at the struggle in which 
they were engaged, and that this So- 
ciety was always eager in the cause 
of religious improvement and religious 
reform. In Lyons also I found the 
spirit of religious inquiry so much 
awakened, that I was the bearer of a 
letter from the Consistory of Lyons to 
this Association, in treating us to com- 
municate to them some account of our 
opinions, together with copies of the 
treatises of our best writers, the Con- 
sistory engaging to submit them to 
the fullest investigation. I know the 
excellence of the men who have thus 
written, and I know that men more 
devoted to truth and philanthropy do 
not exist. Farther south, at Mar- 
seilles, I met with many who are 
in correspondence with this Society. 
On two or three occasions, reference 
has been made to a Spanish deputy 
belonging to the grandees of his 
country — grandees who used to think 
that their blood was more clear than 
common blood : I found that man, 
who has been cruelly driven from 
the British possessions, exerting him- 
self at Marseilles — taking every op- 
portunity to circulate our tracts — 
giving evidence of his zeal and en- 
thusiasm in our cause— discussing 



religious topics with Catholics, St 
Simon ians, and indeed with all who 
were willing to discuss — and proving 
himself in every respect worthy to be 
our missionary, as you well know he 
has been — heartily and gratuitously. 
I found that whenever he could pro- 
cure an opportunity of sending pack- 
ets of tracts by the captains of vessels 
he did so, always taking care to con- 
sign them to persons in whom he 
could confide. What I have thus 
related to you with respect to France, 
is but a sample of the rest of the 
world ; and you who have been so 
long engaged in scattering the good 
seed, may now behold it ripen- 
ing, and giving token of a goodly 
harvest. For myself, I feel bound to 
apologise for my present position, be- 
cause I seem to myself to be an un- 
worthy trustee of the honours of the 
Society : having been a member of 
the Committee for years, I shall feel 
great sorrow in having to withdraw 
from that office, if it was from any 
other cause than that of unavoidable 
absence. My connexion with the 
Association, has always been inte- 
resting to me in the highest degree : 
in many parts of the world, it has 
been my introduction to the good and 
the virtuous; and in others it has 
associated my name with that move- 
ment which is constantly tending 
forward to human improvement and 
happiness : and now that accidental 
circumstances and absence from Ensr- 
land have alienated my name from 
the Committee, I may with the less 
invidiousness bear testimony to the 
extent of your endeavours, and bid 
you live with the assurance that your 
exertions, so far from being in vain, 
have been most successful.' 

Mr. Rutt. — 4 Before that question is 
put to the Meeting, I hope I may be 
allowed to occupy a few minutes of 
its time ; for I should not do justice 
to my own feelings, Sir, if I did not 
state to you and the company what I 
hope will in no long time be known 
to the public, through the medium of 
the press. The fact to which I am 
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alluding is, that the present state of 
things with respect to Unitarianism 
in Paris, was one of the most Berious 
objects of Dr. Priestley's anxiety, 
while he was in retirement in Nor- 
thumberland (u. s.) : for many months 
it was the subject of his correspond- 
ence, and he frequently expressed 
himself prepared to pass into Europe, 
in the event of its appearing at all 
likely that, by so doing, he could 
forward his Pari9 design. Dr. Priest- 
ley was assisted in forming his opinion 
on this subject by his zealous and 
enlightened friend, Mr. Russell of 
Birmingham. When Mr. Russell 
left America for France, one of the 
first objects of his anxiety was to try 
if he could not establish a Unitarian 
congregation at Paris : it was with 
this intention that he exerted himself, 
during the short interval that occurred 
after the peace of Amiens; and it 
is only a few days ago that I was 
examining the correspondence of Mr. 
Russell with Dr. Priestley, by which I 
find that this was their great object. 
I thought that it must be agreeable to 
this Society to know that such were 
Dr. Priestley's feelings, and that such 
was the zeal with which Mr. Russell 
entered into the subject. That which 
we have heard this evening, is a 
realization of Dr. Priestley's expecta- 
tions : more than thirty years ago he 
expressed a desire to labour in this 
service, and at the same time con- 
veyed an intimation that that service 
would one day be accomplished. That 
period has now arrived ; we have pro- 
secuted that labour, at which Dr. 
Priestley aimed, under more favour- 
able circumstances ; and have illus- 
trated the accuracy of the doctrine, — 
that the promotion of the truth of 
God is the best means of forwarding 
the happiness of man/ 

Mr. Richard Taylor. — ' I ought 
not to have omitted to mention, that 
those clergymen of Geneva who have 
visited this country, never cease in 
their letters to express the great 
interest they take in this Association, 
and the pleasure with which they 



recur to the manner in which they 
were received by our Unitarian minis- 
ters in London, and other friends 
connected with us.' 

Resolution carried unanimously. 

The Rev. Mr. Tagart. — * It now de- 
volves upon me to present to the 
Meeting a motion, towards which I 
think the warmest sympathy will be 
entertained. It relates to the Do- 
mestic Mission which we have esta- 
blished in this metropolis ; but before* 
I proceed to the immediate subject of 
the Resolution, I will venture to make, 
as Foreign Secretary to the Associa- 
tion, a few remarks on those topics, 
of which we have already heard so 
much. I wish again to call the at- 
tention of the Meeting to the great 
extent and usefulness 6f the Foreign 
Department of this Society. When 
we consider that this Association one 
day hold 8 correspondence with our 
friends at Montreal, and the next with 
a person previously unknown to us in 
Hobart Town, must we not feel that 
the arms of the Society are so ex- 
tended that they can, as it were, em- 
brace the whole civilised globe : and 
when we consider the various places 
where the Unitarian light has broken 
forth, the prospect of the world may 
be compared to that which we behold 
from an eminence, when, after a dark 
and gloomy morning, the sun bursts 
through the clouds and sheds on 
many spots his beams, at once glad- 
dening to the eye and cheering to the 
heart. We have correspondents in 
various parts of Germany, in Gibral- 
tar, in Geneva, and in Cape Town. 
In Madras, too, it appears from the 
letters of William Roberts that our 
cause prospers ; and I must say 
that I perused with peculiar delight 
that portion of his letter where he 
mentions that the Hindoos, though 
worshipping many gods themselves, 
cannot tolerate the same multiplicity 
of deities on the part of those who 
profess the religion of Christ. Hav- 
ing mentioned the subject of India, I 
cannot do other than pause for the 
purpose of congratulating my friends 
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on our having for a second time 
amongst us the Rajah Rammohun 
Roy. It is with particular pleasure 
that I allude to his presence on this 
occasion, for I have reason to know 
that he has given up an engagement 
to dine with the Society for the sup- 
port and assistance of foreigners in 
distress, in order that he might attend 
this meeting. We are delighted to see 
the Rajah again on this occasion, and 
to know that though some may think 

O ¥ 

he does not come so often amongst 
us as they could wish, he still gives 
evidence that he is one of those who 
do not " to party give up what was 
meant for mankind." We know, too, 
that wherever he goes, he carries with 
him the light of an enlightened judg- 
ment, and the virtues of a warm heart. 
This also we know to be fact — that the 
Rajah, after an examination of almost 
all religions, gave up his understand- 
ing, and his heart captives to the truth 
of Unitarian Christianity. It now 
becomes my duty to advert to the im- 
mediate subject of the motion which I 
hold in my hand. In this respect, 
it cannot be said of me as of the most 
distinguished warrior of the present 
day — that he is at home abroad, but 
abroad at home — for though my atten- 
tion is chiefly directed to the foreign 
objects of the Association, there is, 
nevertheless, one of its objects at 
home, in which my feelings are most 
constantly and most warmly engaged ; 
and that object is the Domestic Mis- 
sion, to which this Resolution refers. I 
never heard but two objections urged 
against our undertaking this new and 
excellent object : the first was that we 
could not hope in a metropolis like 
this, which contains so much vice, 
ignorance, and wickedness, to effect 
much with our narrow means. But 
is this an argument to have weight 
with us*? Are we, because we cannot 
do much, therefore to do nothing ? Is 
this an argument for men or for Chris- 
tians ? If so, when we look at the 
smallness of our numbers as Unita- 
rians, we had better at once shut up 
our chapels, and fold our hands in 



despair. No, Sir ! the little we can 
do, we ought to do ; and I trust that 
that little will be done with zeal and 
with energy. Have we forgotten that 
the saving the soul of a sinner from 
death hides a multitude of sins ? I 
hope not ; and I therefore say that this 
Association, if it has sins, will hide 
a multitude by sending into the haunts 
of ignorance one hand to rescue 
many from the fire. It may be true 
that there is not so much eloquence 
required in seeking out the haunts of 
wretchedness as in speaking before 
such an assembly as this ; but I am 
convinced there is no mode of carry- 
ing home instruction to the ignorant so 
good as that of sending an intelligent 
man to the very places where the minds 
and hearts of the vicious and the 
misled are to be grappled with. 

* The second objection is, that this 
home mission does not comport with 
the original intention of the Associa- 
tion. I know of no intention which 
our society has but that of affording 
religious instruction, and endeavour- 
ing to ameliorate the condition of 
mankind ; and while we send agents 
abroad to effect this purpose — while 
we publish tracts for the purpose of 
explaining the principles of our reli- 
gion in a familiar manner — I do not 
see what there is in domestic missions 
which is unbecoming — nay which does 
not redound to the honour of the As- 
sociation. I may also mention that 
the American Association, from which 
we first adopted the plan, devotes the 
greatest part of its attention to this 
object ; and no one can read the 
6hort statement put out by the Asso- 
ciation, and the extracts from Dr. 
Tuckerman, without being deeply in- 
terested, and without feeling that what- 
ever can be done in the way of raising 
the depressed, the ignorant, and the 
wretched to a state of comfort, know- 
ledge, and religion, is a praiseworthy 
object for any society to adopt, and 
one in which we cannot enlist our 
good wishes and our exertions too 
warmly. I shall therefore be happy 
to see the smallest amount of dona- 
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tions subscribed towards the City 
Mission ; and we have guaranteed the 
sum of 150/. a year, for three years, 
to Mr. Philp, by meeting which, un- 
less we are supplied by the liberality 
of our friends, we shall be wanting 
money for all other objects — a cir- 
cumstance much to be deplored, when 
we consider how valuable and how 
various those other objects are.' — 
Mr. Tagart then moved the following 
Resolution : — 

7. * That this meeting, impressed 
with a deep sense of the religious and 
moral destitution of multitudes of their 
fellow-beings, hail with satisfaction 
the presence of the Rev. R. K. Philp 
in the important character of Domestic 
Missionary; that it offers the assur- 
ance of its warmest sympathy in his 
labours ; and earnestly commends him 
to the divine blessing.' 

The Rev. Mr. Chapman.—' It is 
with feelings of uncommon pleasure 
that I rise to second the motion which 
has been presented to the meeting. I 
had last year the satisfaction of second- 
ing the motion for carrying into effect 
the City Mission, which was then so 
eloquently brought forward by the Rev. 
Mr. Fox ; and I now have the double 
satisfaction of seeing the wishes of 
that meeting about to be executed : 
the good man that has undertaken 
the office we have this day present 
amongst us, and I have no doubt that 
he is prepared, in mind and heart, to 
carry into effect that important charge 
which you have laid on him. When 
you consider the importance of the 
work in which he is engaged, I am 
sure that you will be prepared to give 
him your sympathy in the arduous 
labour he has undertaken ; for let it 
be remembered, his mission is to find 
out the most degraded who live in this 
land of liberty — who live in this land 
where the laws are so well adminis- 
tered, and where I trust they are now 
about to be still better administered. 
We must not expect that our mission- 
ary labours are to be crowned imme- 
diately with brilliant or indisputable 
success : he will have to wait for his 



opportunities, and we must give him 
time to pour his instructions, day by 
day, and week by week, into men's 
ears, in which way alone can he hope 
to obtain ingress to their hearts : we 
should not deceive ourselves, and sup- 
pose that he will not have to give 
much time, perhaps even years, to his 
labours before we can hope to see any 
great success arise from his exertions. 
But this is no reason why we should 
slacken in our efforts; for the more 
difficult his task, the more we ought 
to support him with our warmest feel- 
ings, and with such contributions as 
our means will enable us to make. 
The object which our missionary has 
in view is not to spread sectarian 
opinions abroad, but to infuse into 
men's hearts the pure gospel as Christ 
delivered it to the world, and as the 
scriptural truth of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father. It will be his duty 
to propose it to them as contained in 
the records of divine truth : it will be 
his duty to propose Christianity to 
them in its simplest and most attrac- 
tive form — Christianity, as a system 
of benefits, as a system of universal 
brotherhood, as a system which has 
taught us to send him forth to comfort 
their hearts and to pour the balm of 
consolation into their wounded spirits. 

* It is impossible that the seriousness 
and importance of this work can be 
exaggerated; and I know that he 
fully appreciates the weight of the 
responsibility which we have laid on 
him : this, too, I believe— that he will 
go forth, determined to conquer such 
obstacles as may be conquered by 
perseverance, and to communicate the 
gospel in the true spirit of holiness to 
all who will listen to it. He has no 
reason to despair, though he has not 
yet any great successes to recount 
The poor are especially God's care, 
for they are the most numerous of the 
human species ; and I had almost 
said, that they stand most in need of 
that superintending providence which 
is over all. It is not necessary to 
prove that our mission must eventually 
be crowned with success, for it is a 
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part of that same mission which Christ 
came on earth to fulfil — the mission 
of preaching the gospel to the poor ; 
and not to take up more of the meet- 
ing, I will conclude in the words of 
the Saviour, 44 You have the poor 
always with you, and whensoever you 
will, you may do them good." 

Resolution carried unanimously. 

The Rev. Mr. Philp. — 4 As my name 
has been mentioned in connexion with 
the Resolution that is just passed, I 
suppose that it is expected that I 
should say a few words on the pre- 
sent occasion ; but, as I have already 
hinted in that part of the Report 
which refers to the City Mission, 1 
have indeed very little to say on the 
subject. That mission is quite in its 
infancy. It has hardly fairly started ; 
but at the same time some efforts have 
been made which have not proved 
unacceptable to the parties to whom 
they were addressed: I have been 
enabled on a small scale to visit the 
sick, to relieve the indigent, to clothe 
the naked, to sympathise [mth the 
distressed, and to off er some religious 
consolation to those on the bed of 
sickness. It has been well remarked 
that I am fully aware of the difficulties 
that attend my labours ; but I trust 
that in the prosecution of my arduous 
task I shall find in it that consolation 
which will bear me forward, and carry 
me through. The meeting will have 
observed the necessity of zeal, of co- 
operation, and of funds, in order to 
make the present institution effective. 
It must be seen by every one who 
will take the pains to look at the cha- 
racter of those to whom we address 
our labours, that it is absolutely ne- 
cessary to take into consideration the 
circumstances in which the parties are 
placed, and that no great degree of 
active result can be expected from 
the efforts of a single individual : at 
the same time, aided by the advice, 
the zeal, the prayers, and the contri- 
butions of the friends of this Associa- 
tion, I am convinced that some consi- 
derable good may at length be effect- 
ed. It is know n to every observing 



mind, that no truly virtuous effort is 
ever entirely lost. If the anticipated 
gdod is not effected, it still returns 
in one shape or other on our heads ; 
and at any rate, the peaceful testi- 
mony of our own consciences is 
awarded to such engagements. When 
I recommend contributions to be 
made, I do not intend that the mis- 
sionary should be furnished with the 
means of bribing the hypocrite, or 
encouraging the indolent. All that 
I wish is, that he should be able to 
assist those who are suffering from ills 
which they have not brought on them- 
Belves, or, if they have, which they 
cannot now throw off. Of what avail 
is it to say to the sufferer, 44 be ye 
relieved," when we do not contribute 
what is necessary towards that relief. 
It has been remarked in the report, 
that besides donations of books, an 
anonymous donation of fifty pieces of 
coarse clothing has been sent for 
distribution among the poor. That 
clothing, though coarse, has been re- 
ceived with much gratitude. And I 
will take the liberty of observing to 
the ladies, for their benevolent hearts 
are always foremost in such works of 
charity, that I shall be most happy to 
be the almoner of their bounty. And 
I may well say, that even their cast- 
off garments would be of service to 
the poor, when I state that a poor 
woman told me as an apology for her 
not going to church, that her dress 
was in such a state as not to be 
proper for any decent assembly, and 
I really had nothing to say in reply. 
In the course of the last month I 
have attended various anniversaries 
of societies in this metropolis ; and I 
did so for the purpose of observing 
the spirit in which they were con- 
ducted. I listened to the details that 
were put forth, and the means that 
were resorted to for exciting the zeal 
of the audience : I could not help ad- 
miring the union and the numbers that 
I observed on different occasions. 
But when I found that with such 
union, and with such numbers, so 
very little had been effected— for in- 



■ 



Digitized by Google 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE* 



111 



deed it was very little compared with 
the sums that had been expended — it 
was very natural for me to think what 
can I singly hope to accomplish in 
this matter-— will the Unitarian public 
feel as the Orthodox gentlemen feel — 
and will they contribute as freely as 
these Orthodox gentlemen have contri- 
buted? But why Bhould I doubt 
this? Is there anything in Unitarian 
Christianity calculated to dry up the 
springs, or check the flow of the 
stream of humanity ? Is there any- 
thing in it tending to prohibit bene- 
volence ? Are they without informa- 
tion, without hearts, or without pro- 
perty ? Surely not ; and therefore I 
trust you will excuse me if I again 
repeat my suggestion of the necessity 
of unity, zeal, co-operation, and con- 
tributions, for the purpose of carrying 
our object into effect. I sincerely 
regret that the committee has not 
selected a more efficient instrument 
than myself. I can however safely 
affirm, that vou have my heart I 
need not urge on the assembly any- 
thing as to the claims of humanity, 
the greatness of our object, and the 
good to be effected, further than to 
refer the mind back to the eloquent 
arguments and the Christianly power- 
ful address of the reverend gentleman 
who last vear moved the resolution on 
this subject in this place. I am satis- 
fied that he must have taken every 
feeling heart by storm, and for my- 
self I can truly say, that he drew the 
tears pretty freely down my cheeks. 
But it is one thing to feel for a mo- 
ment, and another to carry that feel- 
ing into active operation, so that it 
may lead to useful and beneficial re- 
sults. All that I wish for myself is, 
that the feeling which was excited on 
that occasion, may continue to in- 
fluence my mind, and that I may be 
able to carry into the dwelling of the 
poor, a portion of that gentleman's 
irresistible eloquence ; and all that I 
wish for the assembly is, that they 
may participate in the same feeling, 
and unite in contributing according to 
their abilities, in order to forward so 



great a work. I have praised the 
liberality and the zeal which were 
manifested at the meetings I have 
lately attended. But after all, there 
was one thing which I could not help 
regretting, for I found that at these 
Exeter Hall assemblies, though they 
professed the most unbounded libe- 
rality, they still could not help mixing 
with" it a most despicable bigotry. 
There was one gentleman in particular 
who could not help uniting what he 
called the Harlot and the Socinian — 
a union of which I certainly never 
heard before — and the object of which 
was to represent us in the most con- 
temptuous light to our fellow Chris- 
tians. Now, I ask what the Unita- 
rians have done to merit such ob- 
loquy ? Why should this gentleman 
have declared war against us ? Do 
we hold opinions adverse to the Gos- 
pel ? Is there anything in our views 
contrary to the plain truth of Christ, 
or contrary to the spirit of charity ? 
Are we not all animated with the 
desire of ameliorating the condition 
of the world ? I do not believe that 
it is possible that there is any one 
who can gainsay this ; or if there is a 
man of that opinion, I should have 
been glad if he had come here this 
evening and listened to the details of 
our report, by which he would have 
found, that the Unitarians, instead of 
doing nothing, do more in proportion 
to their means, than any other class 
of Christians. I would therefore add 
my exhortation to those of my brethren, 
for the purpose of urging the profes- 
sors of Unitarian Christianity to 
exert themselves in the promotion of 
so good, so virtuous, and so benevo- 
lent a cause. Look at the various 
objects embraced by the society ; and 
then say whether it does not require, 
and whether it does not deserve funds 
for carrying those objects into effect. 
Is it possible that we can hesitate 
when we see such an Association 
in want? I would only say this — 
that in my opinion, not only should 
we have funds for missionary pur- 
poses, but also for other purposes, if 
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we would only imbibe the spirit of 
that Christian precept — let him that 
has much give plenteously, and let 
him that has little do his diligence to 
give his portion of that little. Sir, I 
have now to return thanks for the 
patience with which I have been list- 
ened to, and to express a hope, that 
should I live to see another anni- 
versary, I may be able to tell, if not a 
longer, at least a better tale.' 

Mr. Hornby. — 4 This I think is a fit 
opportunity for telling my friends that 
I have received various contributions 
for the society. And I do so the 
rather now, because several of the 
donations are given particularly with 
a view to the establishment of this 
mission, to which our reverend friend 
has just alluded. He is our first 
domestic missionary, but I trust that 
he is only the forerunner of many, 
many more. In addition to the dona- 
tions received there are also many 
annual subscriptions, on which I al- 
ways look as a test of sincerity ; for 
I am told thereby, that the subscriber 
not only pledges himself for the pre- 
sent moment, but henceforth as long 
as he is able. I am ex-officio one of 
the members of the committee ; and 
your committee, when they are asked 
to give to a good object, turn to me 
and say, " Have we the means ?" And 
too often do I reply, with sorrow and 
regret, 44 Stay your hand." During 
the last year, especially, they have had 
to postpone many good objects, and re- 
fuse aid on many praiseworthy occa- 
sions. J, however, look forward with 
confidence that our Unitarian friends 
will not continue to place me in this 
distressing situation, but glad my 
heart by enabling me to tell the com- 
mittee that means are at length pro- 
vided for carrying into eifect the 
objects of the Association.' 

The Rev. Mr. Mardon. — 4 1 trust 
that it will not by any means be un- 
derstood, that because the motion 
which I am about to read to you re- 
lates to an institution which has a 
separate existence from that which 
has brought us together to-day, I can 



be supposed to be urging your re- 
gards for any society which is not in 
the closest connexion with this, and 
which is not calculated to promote 
the same philanthropic objects. It is 
with peculiar pleasure that I have 
undertaken to read this resolution to 
you, because I think that you could 
not separate this evening without 
having it brought before you, and in 
favour of it I could urge several 
considerations, the correctness of 
which would not be unsupported by 
many who are now present in the 
meeting. When I consider the pe- 
culiar knowledge conveyed in the 
discourse this day, and when I consider 
the person by whom it was delivered, 
my thoughts turn back to the period 
when I studied with him at York, in 
the institution for training young men 
for the Christian ministry. I well 
recollect that among all those with 
whom I was associated, there was no 
man more distinguished than he for 
his attachment to critical and theolo- 
gical learning, or for a devoted love 
to those scriptural pursuits which are 
so important. 1 must also recall to 
your recollection the circumstance 
that the three gentlemen to whom you 
have entrusted the office of secretary 
were all educated at that noble insti- 
tution. Jt is, then, to the institution 
at York that I would briefly, but ar- 
dently direct your attention : in con- 
nexion with that institution, might 
be mentioned the names of many 
illustrious persons, to whom we are 
greatly indebted for that knowledge 
of primitive Christianity which we 
have the happiness to possess. 

8. 4 That this Meeting entertain a 
deep sense of the. importance of edu- 
cation, with a view to the Christian 
ministry, and of the peculiar necessity, 
in reference to the Unitarian contro- 
versy, of having, among those who 
are called to defend our principles, 
men qualified to estimate the argu- 
ments used by the most learned of 
our antagonists. This Meeting, 
therefore, would declare their con- 
tinued impression of the great value 
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of the College established at York, 
their conviction of the eminent ser- 
vices which it has rendered to reli- 
gion, and their high admiration of the 
liberal and enlightened principles, on 
which it is conducted.' 

The Rev. Mr. Murch, (of Diss).— 
' I rise to second the motion which has 
just been proposed ; and if I do not 
occupy your time in descanting on 
those topics to which my friend has 
alluded, it is not because I hold them 
to be of trifling importance, but be- 
cause the lateness of the hour makes 
it necessary that I should be brief. 
In order to carry into effect all those 
objects for which we are contending, 
it is highly necessary that such an 
education should be provided as may 
enable its possessors to grapple with 
such difficulties as may present them- 
selves. We all know that on the 
ministers of congregations chiefly 
devolves the duty of supporting the 
cause of Unitarianism ; and as the 
Manchester College holds a high rank 
in the education of those ministers, I 
hope that we shall separate this even- 
ing with a determination to bear in 
mind the importance of that institu- 
tion, and to do all in our power to 
support it.' 

Mr. Osborne. — * It is not, perhaps, 
generally known to the meeting, that 
the gentleman who preached this 
morning commenced his ministry in 
the South of Ireland; and being a 
native of Cork, I wish to bear testi- 
mony to his services in that country. 
Mr. Hincks prepared the ground for 
the good seed in Cork: he gave a 
tone to the Society which that Society 
still possesses, and which I trust will 
continue and increase. To Mr. Wm. 
Hincks we are indebted for coming 
forward, and boldly maintaining those 
principles which are now so common 
here. But the South of Ireland was 



unworthy of him ; opprobrium was 
thrown on him ; and he had to leave 
his home and congregation, and come 
to a more congenial soil. He had, 
however, cast his bread upon the 
waters, and now that sixteen years 
have elapsed, the bread so cast has 
returned to him after many days : we 
have now a Society in Cork, which 
may be said to have sprung from the 
exertions of Wm. Hincks ; and should 
he ever again visit that city, I trust 
he will find a fitting audience. If 
then he come forward with that 
energy which truth alone can give, 
and if he imbibed that truth at York 
College, I say that that College is 
deserving of our support and assist- 
ance.' 

The Rev. Mr. Hincks.—* It is right 
to state that the principle on which 
this College has been established, is 
that of free inquiry in matters of 
religion; the peculiar character of the 
institution is, that no creed whatever 
is taught therein ; the only plan of 
theological teaching adopted there is, 
the preparing young men by the ac- 
quisition of previous knowledge for 
the study of the Scriptures, so that 
they may form for themselves their 
own opinions. There is no restric- 
tion whatever ; if they are led by 
their inquiries to embrace orthodox 
opinions, they will in no degree have 
broken through the rules of the in- 
stitution ; and all that the friends 
of the institution would do, would be 
to wish them success in any honest 
endeavour to promote what they 
might believe to be the truth. Now, 
Sir, I believe that there is no other 
institution in this country conducted 
on the same principle. Of the man- 
ner in which the institution is con- 
ducted it would little become me to 
speak, considering the situation which 
I have the honour to hold ; but I 
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shall always look upon it as one of 
the most fortunate circumstances of 
my life, that I received my education 
in that College : it was the only place 
to which I went after I left school ; — 
and I may at least say with respect to 
my colleagues, that their names give 
pledges of the soundness of the sys- 
tem of education. Mr. Wellbeloved 
must be known by reputation to all 
who hear me, as one of the most 
learned theologians of any sect : of 
Mr. Kenrick I may speak with equal 
confidence in his own department ; for 
though his classical learning and 
taste have long been known amongst 
his own friends, they are now no 
longer confined to them, but are ge- 
nerally known to the world, and have 
secured for their possessor lasting 
fame as a scholar ; while for myself, 
I can say that I am hardly ablo to 
express, with sufficient warmth, my 
respect for the various attainments of 
his mind, the eloquence of his lan- 
guage, and the precision of his know- 
ledge. With respect to myself, though 
I made an immense sacrifice in quit- 
ting many dear and valued friends, 
yet, I believe that I could not be 
moTe honourably placed than in this 
institution ; for, as I have already said, 
it is the only institution in the country 
to which the friends of free religious 
discussion, have a right to look for a 
regular supply of well-instructed mi- 
nisters.' 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Richard Taylor.— 4 The Resolu- 
tion to which I now have to call the 
attention of the Meeting, relates to a 
part of the business of the Associa- 
tion, which we have adopted from its 
predecessor, viz. the trust for the 
printing of an improved version of 
the New Testament. Now that I am 
on my legs, I cannot help adverting 
to the admirable address which we 
have heard from our city Missionary: 
every one must feel that we have at 
least been very fortunate in our choice 
of the individual, who is endeavouring 
to carry into effect the plan that has 
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been devised. I quite agree with him, 
that it is only by union and co-opera- 
tion that we can hope to give success 
to his efforts, and that that success 
mustbe accomplished by a wider sphere, 
of operations, than is within the power 
of the Unitarian Association alone : 
district Committees should be formed, 
which should endeavour to avail them- 
selves of the assistance of the ladies 
in giving full effect to their exertions ; 
and I do hope that the Committee 
for the ensuing year, will occupy it- 
Belf in devising some plan, for the 
effectual promotion of this object. I 
am sure that all who heard our Mis- 
sionary, must be convinced of his 
feeling and judgement, and that we 
could not have employed a better 
agent* Mr. Taylor then reverted to 
the more immediate object of the Re- 
solution ; and explained the nature of 
the Trust formed by the Unitarian 
Book Society, for printing an im- 
proved version of the New Testament, 
from time to time, and proposed the 
following Resolution. With the view 
of having the matter fully brought 
before the Committee of the Associa- 
tion, it was seconded by Mr. Alexan- 
der of Yarmouth. 

9. * That this Association having, by 
a resolution at its first meeting, and by 
the seventh regulation for conducting 
the Book Department, adopted, and 
undertaken u to carry into effect, the 
trust existing as to the improved ver- 
sion of the New Testament, formerly 
under the management of the Unita- 
rian Society, taking on itself the 
powers lately possessed by that So- 
ciety, in connexion with the Trustees," 
it be an instruction to the Committee 
to annex to the Seventh Report of the 
Association the conditions of the said 
trust, as set forth in the proceedings 
of the Quarterly Meeting of the Uni- 
tarian Society, held April the 13th, 
1S15, together with an account of the 
present state of the funds of the trust.' 

Resolution carried unanimously. 

The Chairman. — 'The Resolutions, 
as prepared by the Committee, are 
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now all disposed of. But if any gen- have produced a considerable effect 

tleman wishes to make any observa- on the minds of orthodox Christians, 

tion not connected with these resolu- Now, if we had a few more books of 

tions, but the importance of which this description, I am persuaded that 

renders it worth while to bring the it would be the means of doing away 

matter before the meeting at large, with many prejudices with which we 

this is the time for him to step for- have to contend before we can get 

ward.' individuals to listen to one word about 

Mr. Fordham. — * I am exceedingly Unitarian Christianity.' 
sorry to occupy the attention of the The Rev. Mr. Yates. — * I beg to 
Meeting, after so much business has say one word in reply to the observa* 
been disposed of. But it seems to me tions of Mr. Fordham. There is a 
that there is one deficiency in our distinct society, which has in hand 
proceedings. I should be very glad the printing and circulation of tracts 
to see a few more practical tracts such as those described by that gen- 
published by the Society. This sub- tleman, and the importance of which 
ject may not be viewed by others in no man can hold higher than myself, 
the same light as by me. But I have I refer to the Christian Tract Society ; 
observed that our opponents have and I am glad to have this opportu- 
broken new ground. They used for- nity of recommending it warmly to 
merly to assert that we held a very the notice of the friends of this Asso- 
deficient faith ; but they now deny us ciation.' 

the name of Christians, and speak of Mr. Richard Taylor. — * Fully con- 
us as having what they call a negative curring with the last speaker as to the 
faith. When asked what the Unita- great utility of the Christian Tract 
rians believe, they say, they deny the Society, I must yet observe, that, as 
deity of Christ — they deny the atone- it only provides works for the humblest 
ment — they deny the immateriality of classes, it does not exactly meet the 
the soul — they deny everlasting pun- view of Mr. Fordham, or supply the 
ishment ; and having filled their hear- defect which he has pointed out.' 
ers with these ideas, they leave them Mr. Cordell. — * There is one duty 
to draw the conclusion, that we deny which we have to perform, and I am 
everything, and believe nothing, sure those who yet remain will not 
Now, Sir, I want to see some practi- depart till they have joined in it. I 
cal books published, in which our allude to the thanks to the Chairman, 
views shall be set forth broadly, with- who has so honourably and so ably 
out anything controversial whatsoever, filled that office. When I consider 
When I endeavour to lend a book, the lateness of the hour, I would con- 
the answer always is, *' Have you no tent myself with simply moving the 
practical books ? All your books are resolution, but that I cannot help feel- 
controversial books:" Now, though ing that the character of that gentle- 
I am ready to pay every respect to man requires two or three observations 
matters of mere doctrine, I think that before I proceed to put the motion, 
we shall be all the better for adding Allusion has been made to that period 
some practical tracts to our list. I of time when a Unitarian meeting 
should like, for instance, to see a book could not have been held so nume- 
written on the plan of Doddridge's rously, so respectably, or so legally 
Rise and Progress. I may also men- as this. I remember reading of a cir- 
tion, that one book which I have lent, cumstance, at which it is not impos- 
and found acceptable amongst ortho- sible that you, Sir, were present, 
dox Christians, is Dr. Ware on the On a certain occasion Mr. Fox, the 
Formation of Religious Character, late senator, applied for a repeal of 
That work, and another by the same those statutes which you have had the 
author, have been well thought of, and honour of carrying into effect. How- 
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ever, at that time it was remarked by 
a senator, that of the Unitarians he 
knew nothing ; and he asked whether 
they brought with them " airs from 
heaven, or blasts from hell." Such a 
question as that cannot now be put, 
for we have so much reason on our 
side, and so much respectability in. 
our character, that no one would ven- 
ture to make such an insinuation. 
The resolution of thanks that I am 
about to move is in these words : — 

10. * That the cordial thanks of 
this Meeting be respectfully presented 
to William Smith, Esq., one of the 
earliest members of the Unitarian 
Society, and one of the most steadfast 
and effective advocates of liberty, both 
civil and religious, for his obliging 
and able conduct in the chair.' 

* If it were permitted to envy the 
lot or the character of any man, I 
should envy that of our excellent 
Chairman, whose whole life in par- 
liament was devoted to the advocacy 
of measures calculated to promote the 
happiness, the welfare, the freedom, 
and the well-being of mankind. This 
was the cause for which lie contended 
through good report and evil report ; 
this was the cause which he advocated 
when he was overwhelmed by majo- 
rities, as well as when the day arrived 
for his seeing the glorious consumma- 
tion of his wishes. I had the honour 
of being appointed for several years 
one of the representatives of this con- 
gregation to the deputies for protect- 
ing the civil rights of Dissenters. 
Over that assembly our Chairman 
presided; and I had frequent oppor- 
tunities of witnessing his steady and 
unremitting exertions. Sensible of 
the great obligations due to him from 
us, as Unitarian Dissenters, and as 
lovers of universal freedom, I feel 
peculiar pleasure in proposing this 
resolution to the Meeting, being sure 
that every heart and every hand will 
support it.' 

The Rev. Mr. Yates seconded the 
resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously. 



The Chairman. — ' I cannot receiv* 
this testimony of your favour and 
approbation without acknowledging 
with much gratitude the honour you 
have done me. And I have no hesi- 
tation in saying, that it has given me 
the sincerest pleasure in witnessing 
this day the success of those efforts 
which have been for so many years 
making by yourselves and your friends. 
It has been my happiness to live to a 
period when the growth of these seeds 
is ripening into a plentiful harvest ; 
and it is with me a subject of grati- 
tude to Providence that my existence 
has been prolonged to such a season. 
I will take this opportunity of saying 
a few words on another subject. Mr 
Fordham has alluded to the tenor and 
character of the books that we pub- 
lish.. No doubt his observations, 
generally speaking, are just. I have 
not the honour of being on the Com- 
mittee, and have, therefore, scarcely 
the right of laying the sin either of 
omission or commission to their 
charge. But for one omission I am 
certainly very sorry. We have borne 
a very just and grateful testimony to 
those friends on the Continent who 
have expressed themselves in favour 
of civil and religious liberty. But 
there is one man who has done as 
much or more than all the others, and 
whose name we have omitted to 
mention ; — I mean Dr. Channing, the 
American, who has published several 
tracts precisely with the view to which 
Mr. Fordham has alluded. There is 
one sermon in particular which no one 
interested in our cause can read with- 
out pleasure, because it shows how 
much more calculated the tenets of 
the Unitarians are than any other to 
promote and foster love towards God 
and benevolence towards mankind. 
But indeed, in every point of view, 
Dr. Channing may be placed in the 
foremost ranks of the defenders and 
protectors of our cause.' 

The meeting then separated at half- 
past nine o'clock. 
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SECOND ANNUAL "REPORT OF THE CORK BRANCH OF THE IRISH 

UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN SOCIETY. 

Presented to the General Meeting on the 9th of April, 1832. 

Your Committee, in presenting their with your efforts leads them to regard 

Report for the past year, deem it not with a friendly feeling the progress of 
inappropriate to recapitulate the ob- Unitarianism in the South of Ireland, 
jects contemplated at the formation In the month of April, a lively in- 

of the Society, not only as they exhibit terest was excited in the minds of the 

the views you entertain on the great professors of Unitarian Christianity by 

question of Unitarian Christianity, the arrival from India of the rajah, 

but to ascertain how far the means Rammohun Roy. Immediately on 

you have been pursuing are likely to his reaching London, a congratulatory 

conduce to the proposed end these address was sent forward by your 

are ~Z Committee, expressive of respect, and 

4 To endeavour to produce a more of admiration of the talent, zeal, and 

full and general conviction of the Christian spirit manifested in his 

sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures, as steady and persevering vindication of 

the sole rule of faith and practice. the Scripture doctrine, that * there 

* To maintain the right and to pro- is one God, and one Mediator De- 
mote the exercise of free inquiry, and tween God and man, the Man Christ 
individual judgment on religious sub- Jesus.' To this address, which was 
jects, as being alike the privilege and presented on the part of the Society 
the duty of all. ^ by the Rev. W. J. Fox, the following 

* To confirm in its members, and reply was received : — 
universally to promote belief in the « Tn 1ho r*„™„„ ~s r> 
fundamental doctrine of the Bible, T ° ™ of the Cork 
that there is but one God, the Fatherl . c Unitarian Society. 

a doctrine thus unequivocally ex- . 1R "7 be ° to acknowled g e re- 
pressed by our Saviour, in prayer to ? f ^i" communication of the 
his Father and our Father, his God 2d in , 8t >which indisposition prevented 

and our God-- This is life eternal, ?\?T re ^™% *° e "\ lcr - \ ft f 

that they might know Thee, the only hl S U y honoured by the address of wel* 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom come and congratula^hon on my am- 

thou hast sent " val ln Euro P e » bv tne Unitarian Society 

•To extend the influence of the of Cork, and beg you will communi- 

devotional and practical parts of Re- cate to . that ^* Ict ?» on m ? be l ,alf » an 

velation, that men may be - doers of f x P re 8Sion of the deep sense I enter- 

the word and not hearers only;" tain of the honour they have conferred 

knowing, " that as the body without Up01 I me * . , ,. 

the spirit is dead, so faith without 1 am ' 8ir ' yo% obedient servant, 
works is dead also." ' Rammohun Roy. 

At the commencement of the year, 'London/US, Regent Street, May 28,1831.' 
the First Annual Report was printed, One of your members, Mr. John 

and presented at the anniversary Osborne, who attended the anniver- 

meeting of the parent society in Dub- sary meeting of the British and Fo- 

lin, by the treasurer, Mr. King, who reign Unitarian Association, was the 

had been appointed your representa- bearer of an address to that body, ex- 

tive on that occasion. Copies were pressive of the fraternal feeling which 

also addressed to such of the religious your Society desires to cultivate with 

periodicals as advocate the cause of an Association so eminently calculated 

liberal Christianity, as well as to se- to promote the great cause of mental 

veral individuals, both in these coun- freedom and religious truth, 
tries and America* whose sympathy During the year, fifty weekly meet* 
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ings of the Society have been held. 
The following subjects formed topics 
for investigation : — The design of the 
injunction, * Swear not at all ' ; the 
Deity of Christ; the ordinance of 
baptism, temporary or perpetual ? re- 
ligious fasts; God's various revela- 
tions to his people ; Christ's present 
influence upon his church ; nature 
and office of the Messiah ; the doc- 
trine of predestination ; observance of 
the sabbath ; unity and supremacy of 
Jehovah ; the crimes of Cain and 
their consequences ; had the Jews a 
revelation of a future state before the 
coming of Christ ? Christ's prophecies 
of the destruction of Jerusalem ; jus- 
tification ; Jesus of Nazareth not 
Jehovah ; instant resurrection ; intro- 
duction of Christianity, and total abro- 
gation of the Old Law ; Christ's depen- 
dence upon God manifested in prayer ; 
general scope of prophecy relating to 
the advent of theMessiah ; the account 
of Eve's temptation an allegory, or a 
narrative of facts ? pre-existence of 
Christ ; two natures of the Messiah ; 
demoniacal possession ; God's free 
and unpurchased grace ; nature and 
objects of religious faith ; St. Paul's 
view of the nature of Christ; the 
authenticity of the first two chapters 
of Matthew and Luke ; the Messiah's 
distinction from, and subordination to, 
Jehovah; purpose and duration of 
future retribution; consequences of 
sin in this world ; the office of bishop 
in the church of Christ, compared 
with the office of bishop in the church 
of England; the source of Christ's 
miraculous powers, as shown at the 
grave of Lazarus; meaning of the 
term * Son of God ' ; necessity and 
freewill; the temptation of Christ; 
impersonality of the Holy Spirit ; 
prophecy of Caiaphas ; prayer to God, 
through, or in the name of, Jesus 
Christ; regeneration ; meaning of the 
word 4 Saviour'; Christ, a prophet 
like unto Moses ; the doctrine of sa- 
tisfaction; the Providence of God, 
with reference to public calamity ; 
original sin ; the importance of cor- 
rect religious opinion sv 



There were also read, selections 
from the works of Aspland, Buck- 
minster, Channing, Drummond, Fox, 
Grundy, Priestley, Ware, Worcester, 
&c.,and from the Monthly Repository, 
American Christian Examiner, Uni- 
tarian Advocate, Christian Register, 
&c. &c. 

At a few of those meetings, dis- 
cussion arose with occasional visitors 
holding opinions at variance with the 
general sentiments of your Society ; 
but some members deeming that such 
discussion would interfere with the 
mutual and individual improvement 
contemplated at its formation, and 
fearing lest a polemic spirit may take 
the place of a religious one, the prac- 
tice was discontinued. 

Several valuable donations to the 
library, require acknowledgement. 
From the British and Foreign Uni- 
tarian Association, were received fifty 
copies of Miss Martineau's important 
work, * The Essential Faith of the 
Universal Church;' from the Liver- 
pool Unitarian Book and Tract So- 
ciety, various publications to the 
amount of two pounds ; from the Rev. 
Dr. Carpenter, and from John Evans, 
Esq. 

To the distribution and circulation 
of Miss Martineau's publication, the 
particular attention of several of your 
members has been directed. Some 
copies, with such tracts as your library 
afforded, were presented to the Uni- 
tarian Society of Bandon, and to the 
library of the Presbyterian Congre- 
gation of Clonmcl, and replies have 
Been received from the Rev. Mr. 
Hunter, of the former, and the Rev. 
Mr. Crozier, of the latter place, which 
lead to gratifying anticipations of the 
effect of those gentlemen's active ex- 
ertions in the cause of truth. 

Improvements in the management 
of the library, and a more systematic 
plan for the circulation of the books, 
nave been suggested, which, if acted 
upon, are likely to render this im- 
portant branch of the Society yet more 
effectual. 

Such are the circumstances which 
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have occupied the attention of the 
Society during the past year. That 
the investigations of the Scriptures 
were productive of interest, may be 
assumed from the regular attendance 
of the members, and your Committee 
look forward with hope, that from the 
seeds thus scattered may be reaped a 
harvest of abundant usefulness. 



CHRISTIAN TRACT SOCIETY. 

The twenty-third Annual Meeting of 
this Society was held at the Worship 
Street Chapel, on Thursday, May the 
10th, on which occasion the Rev. James 
Yates was called to the chair. 

The secretary, who had also acted 
as treasurer, commenced the business 
of the evening by reading the balance- 
sheet, from which it appeared, that 
there was in his hands in favour of the 
Society only 19*. The proceeds of 
tracts sold were 93/., annual subscrip- 
tions 86/., and a life subscription 
from Mr. Sturch 10/. 10*., which sums 
constituted nearly the whole receipts 
of the current year. 

The Report was then read. It 
stated that seven of the old tracts had 
been reprinted, and three new ones 
printed, namely, * The Effects of a 
Bad Temper displayed in the History 
of Rebecca Price * Friendly Sug- 
gestions to the Labouring Classes 
and ' Adherence to Truth recom- 
mended.' It also stated, that the 
Committee had not yet been able to 
make any use of the Dutch tracts, 
and it then proceeded as follows : — 

* In the course of the last twelve 
months, there have been issued from 
the store nearly twenty thousand 
tracts. Of these an unusually large 
number has been presented to socie- 
ties, or to individuals who requested 
to be furnished with them, or to whom 
the Committee presumed that they 
would prove acceptable. Donations 
of tracts have been made to friends 
residing at Brighton, Ipswich, New- 
bury, Trowbridge, Cradley, Lough- 
borough, Sunderland, and Deptford ; 
also the General Baptist Congrega- 



tion, Trinity Place, Borough, and to 
the Worship Street Sunday School ; 
to the Rev. R. K. Philp, for the use 
of the City Mission ; to the author of 
" Rebecca Price ; " to Mr. Cook, a 
worthy artizan, who has just emigrated 
to Canada ; to Mr. Thomson, a gen- 
tleman residing in the Island of St. 
Thomas, in the West Indies ; to Mr. 
Hellyer, a man of an inquiring mind 
and an excellent spirit, in Hob art' 8 
Town, Van Dieman's Land ; to Count 
Lasteyrie, president of a society for 
popular instruction at Paris ; to Mr. 
Hume, the member for Middlesex, 
who has shown his approbation of the 
tracts, by becoming an annual sub- 
scriber ; and lastly to the Trustees of 
the British Museum, one of the col- 
lectors for which institution had ex- 
pressed a wish that a set might be 
placed in the National Library. To 
one of these donations the Committee 
advert with much pleasure, namely, 
that to the Rev. R. K. Philp, City 
Missionary. The catholic spirit of 
the undertaking which this gentleman 
has been appointed to execute, is so 
congenial with the leading principle 
of this Society, as to render this grant 
peculiarly appropriate. 

• While your Committee trust that 
these donations will be taken as some 
proof that they have not been inactive, 
they are confident that you will rejoice 
with them in the contemplation of the 
moral and spiritual good, which your 
Society is effecting in many and dis- 
tant parte of the world. Believing 
that your publications set forth the 
pure morality and the divine consola- 
tions of the Gospel in a style which is 
well fitted to engage the attention, 
they are anxious to disseminate them 
as widely as possible ; they are always 
happy in having any new quarters 
pointed out to them in which their 
introduction would be desirable ; and 
they feel encouraged in their labours 
by the many assurances which have 
reached them, that your tracts have 
proved both interesting and edifying 
to those in whose hands they have 
been placed. 
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* Adhering to the professed object 
of the Society, which is to exhibit the 
morality apart from the disputed doc- 
trines of the bible, your Committee 
have carefully revised each of the old 
tracts which has been sent again to 
the press, and have scrupulously ex- 
cluded everything which had been in- 
advertently admitted, not strictly in 
unison with the leading principle just 
adverted to. . They conceive that a 
Society conducted on this principle is 
eminently fitted to disarm opposition, 
and highly deserving of support from 
all who wish well to their species. 
They believe that the excellent moral 
precepts, and the perfect example of 
Jesus, the views of God's fatherly and 
merciful character which he so clearly 
revealed, and the exalted hopes which 
he held forth to those who truly believe 
in him, need only to be presented in 
a clear and interesting form in order 
to become a most efficacious means 
of correcting the prevailing vices of 
mankind, and of extending on earth 
that kingdom of God which is founded 
in truth and righteousness, and which 
is the source of peace and joy to all 
who can be accounted its subjects. 
They call upon those who think with 
them, to aid in the work which they 
have undertaken ; and they conclude 
by fervently commending your insti- 
tution to the protection and blessing 
of that great Being without whom no 
labour can prosper, but who will ever 
look with an eye of mercy and of 
favour on those who strive to reclaim 
the wandering from the paths of sin, 
and to establish their feet in those 
ways of wisdom and of goodness which 
are full of comfort and delight, and 
which lead to the possession of never- 
ending bliss.' 

As a supplement to the Report, it 
was also stated, that there have been 
printed by the Society, since its first 
institution, more than 529,000 tracts, 
that there are at present on hand 
nearly 72,000, and that the estimated 
value of the Society's property is 464/. 
After making these statements the 
secretary proceeded nearly as follows: 
4 In the last year more than twice as 



many tracts have gone through the 
hands of our publishers as in the year 
preceding ; — we have paid off upwards 
of 11/. for collecting subscriptions in 
former years ; and we have now no 
debt whatever besides the sum of 49/. 
owing for paper, towards which we 
have 40/. available ; whereas, at the 
last anniversary, we owed 70/. and had 
only 40/. towards it. This may be 
owing, in a great measure, to the 
circumstance of our concentrating and 
using up our old stock instead of re- 
printing the tracts. This, however, 
cannot be done much longer; and 
greatly as I rejoice in the good which 
must result from the donations which 
the Society has lately made, I foresee 
that it cannot continue to be equally 
liberal, unless it have some assistance 
afforded it beyond the mere sale of 
tracts and the annual subscriptions. 
The Society may be said to be in a 
comparatively flourishing, and cer- 
tainly in a sound and healthy condi- 
tion ; but, if it is to do all the good 
of which it is capable, it stands much 
in need of assistance from those who 
have the power to give, and who can- 
not surely bestow their wealth on any 
better object than that which is con- 
templated in this institution/ 

After the Committee's Report had 
been received and ordered to be 
printed, thanks were voted to the 
officers of the past year for their 
services, and to the authors of the 
new tracts ; and the following gentle- 
men were elected into office for the 
year ensuing :— Treasurer , James Es- 
daile,Esq. ; Secretary, Rev. S.Wood ; 
Committee^ Revs. E. Chapman, J. C. 
Means, and R. K. Philp, and Messrs. 
Clennell, Dixon, Fernie, Green, Small- 
field, andWaterlow ; Audilors t Me&Brs. 
Fisher, Evans, and Baylcy ; Collector, 
Mr. Wiche. 

In the course of the evening, the 
meeting was addressed by J. T. Rutt, 
Esq., Mr. Hart, Mr. Evans, and the 
Chairman, — several new subscribers 
were announced, and all present seemed 
to be animated by a sincere desire to 
promote the prosperity of this most 
useful institution. 
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UNITARIAN VILLAGE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

The Eighth Annual Report of the 
Manchester Unitarian Village Mis- 
sionary Society (late the Lancashire 
and Cheshire Unitarian Missionary 
Society) has been published within 
the month. We recommend its pe- 
rusal to all those who would delude 
themselves into a belief that Unitarian- 
ism is dying out. As an abstract of 
its contents, (furnishing, however, only 
a very imperfect view of the actual 
operations of the Society during the 
past year,) the following may prove 
interesting to many of our readers : — 
The principal places, which have been 
under the frequent influence of the 
Society's labour, are Astley, Swinton, 
and Padiham, (with twelve adjacent 
villages,) and, occasionally, there have 
been services at Flowery field (Hyde), 
Oldham, Hindley, Wigan, Park-lane, 
Stoney Middleton, &c. The congre- 
gations at the three first-named places 
have been numerous and uniformly 
constant in attendance. At Astley 
there has been an average throughout 
the year of fifty-one adult hearers at 
each service ; at Swinton, forty- three 
in the afternoon and fifty in the even- 
ing; and at Padiham the congregation 
is estimated at from eighty to a hun- 
dred. Public meetings, the interest 
of which was increased by the attend- 
ance of friends from Manchester, have 
been held, — at Astley on the 26th of 
May, at Padiham on the 1st of Au- 
gust, and at Swinton on the 14lh of 
August. These meetings were nu- 
merously attended and gave great 
satisfaction in the neighbourhood. In 
consequence of several misstatements 
and misrepresentations of what passed 
at the meeting at Padiham, made in 
the Methodist chapel by the Rev. D. 
Griffiths of Burnley, Mr. H. Clarke, 
then the Society's missionary, ad- 
dressed the inhabitants of Padiham, in 
the open air, in refutation of these 
statements. This led to a public dis- 
cussion between Mr. Clarke and Mr. 
Griff ths in the Methodist chapel, Padi- 
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ham, on the 1st of September, on the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, the Deity of 
Christ, the Atonement, and the Dura- 
tion of Future Punishments. This 
discussion was very numerously at- 
tended, was of eight hours' duration, 
and gave great satisfaction to the 
Unitarians present. 

The Missionaries during the past 
year have been the Rev. H. Clarke, 
Mr. Francis Duffield, and Mr. Robert 
Shenton. Previously to October last, 
when Mr. Clarke's engagement ex- 
pired, he preached on Sundays and 
on week-day evenings at Padiham 
and the adjacent places ; and in his 
last report, dated 27th September, he 
says — * The cause of Unitarianism is 
evidently extending in the neighbour- 
hood of Padiham.* Mr. Duffield (with 
whom the Society entered into an en- 
gagement for six months) visited Pa- 
diham in January last, and preached 
six times there, once at Burnley, and 
once at Rawtenstal. He also visited 
the neighbourhood of Ashford, Der- 
byshire, with a view of obtaining in- 
formation respecting Mr. Shenton, 
formerly a preacher among the Pri- 
mitive Methodists, but who, having 
become Unitarian in his sentiments, 
had applied to the Committee for 
assistance to enable him to extend 
the knowledge of the one only God. 
This information proving highly sa- 
tisfactory to the Committee, and being 
confirmed by a variety of testimonials, 
a temporary arrangement was entered 
into with Mr. Shenton in November 
last; and, in a communication from 
him, dated December 29, 1831, he 
says — * I have preached once a week 
at each of the following places : Ash- 
ford, Tideswell, Sheldon, Longston, 
and Taddington. In Ashford, Uni- 
tarianism is evidently making pro- 
progress. A gentleman in the village 
has kindly offered us a building, which, 
when repaired, will be admirably fitted 
to the purposes of a school-room, as 
well as to those of a place of worship. 
In Tideswell our prospects are most 
flattering : we have a neat and com- 
modious room, and a numerous and 
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increasing con gregation. In Sheldon 
our congregation is very large, consi- 
dering the size of the village; — our 
tracts are well received, for the people 
say they are the best by far that they 
have ever read. At Longstone, the 
congregation is quite as large as our 
t)lace of meeting will accommodate/ 
In a subsequent Report, extracts from 
which were read at the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Society, Mr. Shenton ob- 
serves, that on his removal to Ash- 
ford, about eighteen months ago, he 
found Unitarianism little known ex- 
cept in name — that the grossest mis- 
conceptions were entertained both as 
to its nature and tendency. These 
mistakes (he says) he took the earliest 
opportunity of correcting in the best 
manner he was able; and the result 
was, that in less than three months the 
Congregation increased from twelve or 
fourteen to one hundred or one hun- 
dred and fifty. The times and places 
of his labours, and the average con- 
gregations, he states to be as follows : 
Little Hucklow, every other Sunday 
morning, — average, fifty hearers ; 
Tideswell, in the afternoon, forty ; 
Ashford, every Sunday evening, sixty ; 
Over H addon, Monday evening, forty ; 
Sheldon, Tuesday, fifty ; Longstone, 
Wednesday, fifty ; Flagg, Thursday, 
sixty ; — making a total of three hun- 
dred and fifty. But in several of these 
places, the congregations had consi- 
derably increased since the above es- 
timates. 

The Sunday Schools were stated 
in the Committee's Report to be in 
a flourishing condition. At Astley 
there were one hundred and six chil- 
dren on the books, and twenty-five 
teachers, with an average attendance 
of eighty-two scholars. At Swinton, 
One hundred and twenty-six scholars, 
and thirty-three teachers; — average, 
ninety-nine scholars in the morning, 
and ninety-four in the afternoon. At 
Oldham, thirty-five scholars. On the 
25th of September, 1831, there were 
upwards of three hundred scholars 
present in the Sunday School at Pa- 
diham. The only wants of the So- 



ciety appear to be funds, to enable 
them to extend their usefulness — 
place 8 adequate to the accommoda- 
tion of many augmenting and many 
new congregations — and tracts and 
books for circulation in the villages, 
especially in the field of Mr. Shenton's 
exertions. 

Such is the Report ; and the sub- 
sequent intelligence we have received 
(some of which will be found in the 
following letter) shows that the pros- 
pects are still increasing in extent 
and brightness. 

We may add, that Mr. Duffield had 
been engaged as the Society's mis- 
sionary for the present year ; that the 
allowance to Mr. Shenton has been 
augmented since the publication of 
the Report; and that an effort will 
shortly be made to obtain an increased 
amount of subscriptions. We wish 
the lists were augmented tenfold. 

Manchester, May 9, 1832. 
Sir, — The object of the present 
communication is to introduce to your 
readers the following extracts from 
two communications lately received 
by the Secretary of the Manchester 
Unitarian Village Missionary Society. 
Those of your readers who have visited 
the Peak district of Derbyshire will 
recall with pleasure the remembrance 
of the romantic and picturesque sce- 
nery in the neighbourhood of Ash- 
ford in the waters: where hill and 
valley — rock, wood, and water, com- 
bine their respective allurements to 
charm the eye and delight the imagi- 
nation. They will be glad to hear 
that a mental change is operating, 
promising to assimilate the moral to 
the natural aspect ; — that a system of 
pure, simple, and rational Christianity 
is gaining ground on the bewildering 
mystifications of an intolerant ortho- 
doxy. May it still go on and pros- 
per, until it supplants the present 
system as completely as this has 
superseded the ancient and esta- 
blished worship of the Druids, whose 
forsaken temple at Arbor Low, within 
a few miles of Ashford, still remains 
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the monument of the exploded ortbo- appreciate the following extracts from 

doxy of ancient times ! a letter of Mr. Shenton' s, dated May 4, 

Until within a very recent period, 1832, five weeks after the delivery of 
the Unitarian, as such, would have the preceding statement : — 
found little to gratify him in the reli- * It is with mingled feelings of plea- 
gious sentiments of the inhabitants of sure and regret * that I take a retro- 
this district. Recent circumstances spect of my labours during the last 
have, however, demonstrated, that the five weeks. AVith the highest satis- 
latent spark was there, and that it faction I have witnessed the growing 
wanted only the kindly breeze to call attachment of my hearers to our doc- 
forth its native vigour. trines, — and the practical tendency 

Previously, however, to the appear- of those doctrines, as evinced in the 
ance of Mr. Shenton as a Unitarian amended lives of those who have em- 
preacher, the grossest darkness per- braced them, — as also their power to 
Vaded the minds of the people with support the mind under the pressure 
regard to the sentiments of Uni- of the heaviest afflictions incident to 
tarians. This ignorance would, in all mortality/ . . . * At Ashford the 
probability, have still remained, but cause still continues to prosper, for 
for the circumstances which called we have recently had an accession of 
him to labour in the diffusion of Uni- several new converts to our views, 
tarian sentiments. Mr. Shenton for- and our older friends are more and 
merly laboured in this district as a more desirous to disseminate those 
preacher among the Primitive Me- views. Here the greatest harmony 
thodists. He became a convert to and good-will prevails amongst us. 
Unitarianism — tendered to the Me- Our progress has been greatly im« 
thodists his resignation, which was peded for want of a more convenient 
reluctantly accepted — and has for the place in which to hold our public 
last six months been actively employed services. Notwithstanding this, our 
under the auspices of the Manchester congregation is much larger than 
Unitarian Village Missionary Society, that of the Wesley an Methodists, who 
m diffusing a knowledge of the prin- have a neat and commodious chapel, 
ciples of Unitarianism. situated in the centre of the village.' 

The following extract from a re- . . . 'At Flagg my visits have 
port of Mr. Shenton's, appended to excited great interest, and our services 
the Eighth Report (1831) of the there are attended by the more re- 
above Society, will show the nature spectable persons in the neighbour- 
and extent of his labours I shall hood.' . . . * My plan at this 
now proceed to state our times of place has been to state our views of 
preaching at the respective places, the essentials of Christianity, without 
and the numbers who attend. Our saying anything condemnatory of op- 
times of preaching are as follow: — » posing systems. I thought this might 
Little Hucklow, every other Sabbath answer a better purpose than a more 
morning ; Tideswell, in the afternoon ; direct attack on orthodoxy. In this 
Ashford, every Sabbath evening; Over I think I am likely to be correct; for 
Haddon, Monday evening; Sheldon, I have not hitherto heard of any ob- 
Tuesday ; Longstone, Wednesday ; jection being made by any individual, 
Flagg, Thursday. Secondly, the ave- though several Primitive Methodists 
rage numbers who attend our services were present. In a word, our pros- 
are as follow : — Little Hucklow, fifty ; pect at this place is very encouraging* 
Tideswell, forty; Ashford, sixty ; Over In Sheldon, Unitarianism is evidently 
Haddon, forty ; Sheldon, fifty ; Long- making progress. Our congregation 
stone, fifty ; Flagg ; sixty ;— total, three „ ^ regret resulted from his having 
hundred and fifty.' had to contract his operations on account 

This statement will enable us to of illness, 
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is at least five times as large as that 
of the Wesleyan Methodists, notwith- 
standing their services are conducted 
on the Lord's day. I have been in- 
formed by those who are likely to 
know, that our congregation is con- 
siderably larger than usually attends 
at the church. I do not state this 
because I rejoice in the want of suc- 
cess of other denominations, but to 
show that the state of public feeling 
is decidedly in our favour.' . . . 
' In Taddington our prospect is less 
flattering than at any other place; 
but as there are a few who are be- 
coming more favourable to our views, 
1 should think it advisable to continue 
it for the present. Small as the num- 
ber of our hearers is at this place, the 
Methodists would consider it a very 
large congregation ; for though their 
services are on the Sabbath, they 
rarely have more than half-a-dozen. 
In fact, they do not raise more than 
twenty hearers at any place in this 
circuit, except Ashford and Bakewell ; 
and even at these places, eight or ten 
is the greatest number present at 
their week-night services. Method- 
ism does not suit the genius of the 
people in this neighbourhood. It is 
too terrific for men who feel the dig- 
nity of their superior nature, and who 
may be much more easily led by per- 
suasion than driven by terrors. On 
the whole, I think it will appear, from 
the facts now detailed, that the friends 
of Unitarianism do not exult without 
sufficient reason. And when I say that 
our prospect is more cheering than at 
any former period, I not only express 
my own sentiments, but the sentiments 
Of my friends.' 

Some opinion of the correctness of 
this last statement may be formed by 
a perusal of the following extract 
from a letter dated May 1, 1832, and 
signed in behalf of the congregation 
at Ashford by six of its members : — 

1 We are happy to inform you that 
Unitarianism is rapidly on the ad- 
vance in Ashford and several of the 
neighbouring villages. If Mr. Shen- 
ton's services be continued, as we 



most anxiously hope they will be, 
there is no doubt that our cause will 
continue to prosper. So strong is 
the public opinion in his favour, that 
even those who differ from us in sen- 
timent are compelled to acknowledge 
that he defends our doctrines with a 
zeal and an ability that do him ho- 
nour ; and, what is still more im- 
portant, that he practises what ho 
preaches. It is impossible for ua 
fully to express our sense of the 
value of Mr. Shenton's services ;— we 
only wish it was in our power to act 
towards him as our feelings dictate : 
we will, however, cheerfully do what 
we can. But small as may be the 
pecuniary recompense of Mr. Shenton 
compared with his very great labours, 
his situation is certainly enviable, re- 
ceiving, as he is, the gratitude of many 
poor but sincere Christians, who view 
with admiration his very exemplary 
conduct, and listen with delight to his 
edifying instructions/ 

These documents, selected from 
others of a similar description, appear 
calculated to gratify the friends of 
Unitarianism and moral culture. 

F. D, 



YARMOUTH. 
The Rev. Henry Squire delivered a 
course of lectures on Sunday even- 
ings, at the Old Meeting, Gaol-street, 
Yarmouth, on the following subjects : 
— 1. Christianity a Divine Revela- 
tion ; — 2. The Divine Origin of Chris- 
tianity ; — 3. The Right Mode of Read- 
ing and Understanding Scripture ; — 
4. Reasons for Dissent from the 
Church of England ; — 5. Unitarian- 
ism and Christianity the same; — 6. 
Trinitarianism not Scriptural ; — 7. 
God alone the original Author of 
Christian Salvation ; — 8. The popular 
Doctrine of Atonement not Scrip- 
tural ; — 9. The only Scriptural Ground 
for Man's Hope of Salvation* 

They were attended by persons of 
various denominations, and apparently 
listened to with candour ; it is hoped 
they maybe a means of diffusing what 
Unitarians consider correct views on 
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Scriptural subjects, and of checking the 
current misrepresentations respecting 
that body of believers. 

The Chapel is the oldest dissenting 
place of worship in Yarmouth. The 
Society of Independents, at the New 
Meeting, branched from it one hun- 
dred years ago; since which time a 
numerous congregation has assem- 
bled within its walls. Owing to 
various causes, its numbers are much 
diminished ; but from the manner in 
which these lectures have been re- 
ceived, and from the present state of 
public feeling and opinion on gene- 
ral subjects, the friends of pure and 
unadulterated Christianity anticipate 
with confidence the spread of those 
sentiments, which appear to them in- 
timately connected with the well-being 
of mankind. 

William Alexander. 



OPENING of the NEW UNITARIAN 
CHAPEL at RAMSGATE. 

On Sunday, the 6th of May, the 
above chapel was opened for divine 
service. A short notice has already 
appeared in the 4 Chronicle ' relative 
to this secession from the Metho- 
dist connexion. They have for some 
time met in a room for public worship ; 
but very liberal offers being made to 
them, they determined to fit up a more 
convenient place for worship, and 
have expended about 100/. upon their 
present chapel. It is situated in Ef- 
fingham Place, and presents a neat 
appearance, though small. A large 
party of the friends from Canterbury 
arrived early in the morning, to attend 
the service of the day, on which occa- 
sion the Rev. G. Pound, of Dover, 
preached two sermons, the chapel 
being crowded both morning and 
evening. Mr. Pound selected for the 
morning's discourse the 4th chapter 
of John, and part of the 38th verse : 
' Other men laboured, and ye are en- 
tered into their labours.' In the 
course of his sermon, he took a cur- 
sory view of the state of man from 
pur first parent Adam to the present 



day, and pointed out the extensive 
field of usefulness in which all ought 
to be engaged for the benefit of their 
fellow - creatures. Alluding to the 
pleasing occasion on which so many 
had assembled, Mr. P. made the fol- 
lowing remark : — * We are called, my 
friends, to hold fast our profession 
without wavering ; for, having set our 
hands to the Gospel plough, we may not 
look back, nor linger after the vanities 
of the world, but press onward to- 
wards the mark for the prize of our 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
Let us persevere, that we may obtain, 
in the field of labour, that pearl of great 
price, the true Gospel of our blessed 
Saviour. He came, my friends, and 
laboured in the midst of persecution 
and trial, and suffered many things 
here below for our good, till he re- 
signed his spirit into the hands of him 
who gave it, and cried, " Thy will be 
done, O Lord!" The disciples and 
apostles of Jesus followed in their 
master's steps, and having now rested 
from their labours, their works do fol- 
low them. Christianity is still sup- 
ported in its purity ; men are still 
found to preach the glad tidings of 
salvation according to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and who are specially protected 
by the God of their fathers. You are 
here this day to profess to follow their 
bright example, and enter into the 
vineyard of Christ. You know the 
engagements you have made, there- 
fore imitate your predecessors. It is 
an honour to be classed with those 
eminent men here, and afterwards 
share with them an eternity of glory 
in that holy and happy place where 
all is joy and peace. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, im- 
movable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord.' 

In the evening the discourse was 
from the 4th chapter, 1st Epistle of 
John, part of the 1st verse, 4 Try the 
spirits.' It was listened to by a very 
attentive congregation, and we hope 
had the effect of inducing many to 
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search for themselves, and believe in 
the glorious truths contained in the 
Gospel of Jesus. Many thanks are 
due to Mr. Weller, of Ramsgate, for 
the hospitable manner in which he 
entertained the friends from Canter- 
bury and Dover during the day. 

J. f . E. 



GENERAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
On Tuesday, the 15th of May, the 
Annual Meeting of the above Asso- 
ciation was held at Canterbury. On 
Monday evening divine service was 
performed to a respectable congrega- 
tion, when Mr. Saint, of London, 
spoke in prayer, and Mr. Buckland, 
of Benenden, made an excellent dis- 
course from the 14th chapter of John, 
and 27th verse, * Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you : not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you.' 
On Tuesday morning the business of 
the Association was opened, there 
being a numerous attendance of mi- 
nisters, elders, and representatives 
from the different General Baptist 
churches in the county. A large 
party from Dover arrived early in the 
morning, to unite with us on the 
pleasing occasion. At eleven o'clock 
a numerous assemblage met for divine 
service, when a sermon was preached 
by Mr. Saint, Mr. Buckland speaking 
a prayer. The text was from the 
4th chapter, 1st Cor., 1st and 2d 
verses, * Let a man so account of us, 
as of the ministers of Christ, and stew- 
ards of the mysteries of God : more- 
over it is required of stewards, that a 
man be found faithful.' The discourse 
was heard with great attention by all 
present, after which the business of 
the day was resumed. About two 
o'clock, upwards of seventy of the 
friends sat down to an excellent din- 
ner at the Prince of Orange tavern, 
the Rev. Mr. Buckland in the chair. 
On the removal of the cloth, various 
loyal and appropriate toasts were 
given, and some excellent speeches 
delivered by the Rev. Messrs. Saint, 
Buckland, Pound, J.Martin, J. Brent, 
Esq. (the Mayor of Canterbury), S. 



Kingsford, Esq., Mr. Read, Mr. Pay, 
and others. On Mr. Martin propos- 
ing the health of the chairman, the 
Rev. Mr. Pound, of Dover, rose, and 
begged to couple with it a gentleman 
who, he believed, had never honoured 
that company with his presence before, 
and who was the first dissenter who 
had filled the office, — he meant the 
Worshipful the Mayor of Canterbury 
{loud cheers). Mr. Brent, in a spi- 
rited speech, returned thanks for the 
compliment paid him, and said he was 
highly gratified in meeting such a 
numerous and respectable body of 
Dissenters that day. He was proud 
to acknowledge that during his may- 
oralty he had uniformly met with 
great liberality and support from his 
fellow-citizens, whether Churchmen 
or Dissenters (cheers). The day of 
bigotry was fast passing by ; tyranny 
and injustice no longer existed in 
large corporations ; it might be and 
was still upheld in villages and small 
towns ; but in cities like this a libe- 
rality of sentiment had appeared which 
would never be extinguished (cheers). 
Corporations were now the nucleus 
round which great masses of the people 
assembled, and united themselves in 
one common bond. By the united 
call of the people, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, when in office, was compelled 
to admit the repeal of the Test and 
Corporation Acts and to grant the 
Catholic claims ; and by the same 
means, by the same all-powerful voice, 
will justice be given, and an efficient 
reform be made in the Commons' 
House of Parliament ' (loud cheers). 
Mr. Buckland also returned thanks 
for the honour conferred upon him 
in coupling his name with that of the 
Mayor of Canterbury, and begged in 
return to wish them all health and 
prosperity. The company afterwards 
adjourned to the chapel, where tea 
was prepared. About 150 sat down 
to partake of the plenteous provision 
made by the friends; after which a 
subject was proposed for discussion, 
relative to the cause of the decline 
among our societies. The company 
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were severally addressed by Messrs. 
J. Martin, Saint, Buckland, Farrin, 
Pound, Read, &c. &c. At the close, 
the friends who came from a distance 
took their departure, a small company 
remaining to supper, which closed the 
proceedings of the day. It was no- 
ticed by many as being the most 
pleasant and agreeable association- 
day they had spent for many years ; 
indeed all seemed to unite to promote 
the happiness and comfort of each 
other, harmony and unity pervading 
during the whole of the day. Head- 
corn was the place appointed to hold 
the association next year. J. T. E. 

OBITUARY. 
March g3, at the Chapel House, in 
the Black Friars, Canterbury, at the 
advanced age of eighty- six years, 
Sarah, the wife of the Rev. John 
Farrin, Pastor of the Unitarian Gene- 
ral Baptist Church in that city. The 
deceased for many years enjoyed the 
respect of all who knew her, and was 
a faithful follower in the steps of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, observing every 
duty connected with the Christian 
character in a zealous and upright 
manner. J. T. E. 



March 27, in Longport, Canterbury, 
Mrs. E. Kingsford, a devout member 
of the General Baptist Church. The 
hand of affliction had for some months 
been upon her ere her soul quitted its 
earthly tenement ; but in all her trou- 
bles, she looked to Him for support 
whom she worshipped, and who had 
before carried her safely through the 
hour of trial. J. T. E. 

On Monday, April 2, at the house 
of A. Kenrick, Esq., West Bromwich, 
near Birmingham, Susannah Marsh, 
aged 77. That excellent observation, 
' That the destinies of individuals are 
formed in a great measure by them- 
selves/ was never more fully or prac- 
tically illustrated than in the life of 
this excellent woman. 

All who knew and loved her will 
feel satisfaction in the. thought, that 
she died among those who, though 



comparatively recent acquaintances, 
fully felt her worth, and soothed the 
sufferings of her last tedious illness 
with the affectionate care of the ten- 
derest friendship. Her mind to the 
last retaining its warm and healthy 
interest in passing events, and with ail 
her unbounded love to the Creator 
and his creation, glowing in unfaded 
vigour, her spirit passed peacefully 
away ; and none who knew the love, 
the energy, and purity of that departed 
spirit, can doubt that it was tried and 
perfected, in its earthly passage, to be 
better fitted for its future home among 
all that is just, and good, and beauti- 
ful, and when the bright vision of ex- 
cellence which she fondly indulged 
will be realized. 



April 3, at his house at Clapton, in 
the parish of Hackney, aged 46, 
Christopher Richmond, Esq., of the 
Middle Temple. He was a native of 
Stockton - upon - Tees. He was edu- 
cated for the profession of the law ; 
and after the usual preparatory stu- 
dies, was called to the Bar. His 
practice was that of a conveyancer, 
in which department of the profession 
he rose to a high degree of reputa- 
tion, and in consequence had many 
pupils. He was a zealous supporter 
of the various Unitarian institutions, 
and was connected with several Uni- 
tarian congregations, particularly with 
that at Hackney, of which he was one 
of the representatives in the Body of 
Deputies. He was interred in the 
Gravel-pit Burying-ground, April 10 ; 
and on Sunday, the 15th, Mr. Asp] and 
preached his funeral sermon. 

Died, at Pyrland Hall, near Taun- 
ton, the residence of her son-in-law 
Richard Meade King, Esq., on Mon- 
day the 9th of April, aged 74 years, 
Mrs. Warren, relict of the late John 
Warren, M.D., of Taunton. If ' the 
memory of the just be blessed,' then 
will blessings assuredly hallow the 
memory of this upright and excellent 
woman, who, after having discharged 
with fidelity the manifold duties of a 
true Christian, has at length gently 
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fallen asleep in Jesus. She was the Meeke, of Lincoln, is expected to 

daughter of Mr. James Wooleott, of preach on the Tuesday evening, and 

Shearston, near Bridgewater, a gen- Mr. Hutton, of. Birmingham, on the 

tleman distinguished in the last cen- Wednesday eVening and Thursday 

tury amongst the Dissenters of the morning. After. Thursday's service, 

West of England,-for his attachment the business of .the Association will 

to independent religious principles he transacted, and the .members and 

and hospitality towards his brethren of friends will dine together.-, t ; , 

the ' household of faith/ * » 

. : Kent and Sussex Unitarian Associa* 

NOTICES. tion, \ 

, , Ci1 c. The Twentieth Annual Meeting of 

The Annual Meeting of the Sussex Ae Rent and Sugsex Unitarian Asso _ 




pected to preach. Dinner will be — ^A"dinner "will" be provided at the 

provided at the Anchor Inn, at two -yy 00 ] pac k i nn> 

o'clock. Tickets, 3*. ^ ' 

C V P * Secreia n/- The Annual Meeting of the Western 



Lewes, June 24, 1832. 



Unitarian Society, established in 



. ~ , . . , 1792, to promote Christian know- 

Services at the Presbyterian Chapel, j, and ^ ice of yirtue b ^ 

Hall Bank, Buxton. distribution of books, will be held at 

July 1st, Rev. Noah Jones, North- Baln> on Wednesday, the 18th July, 

ampton; 8th, Jacob Brettell, Ro- w hen the Rev. Robert Aspland is ex- 

therham ; 15th, Edward R. Dimock, pe Cte a to p rea ch. 

Warrington ; 22d, John Williams, 1 



Mansfield ; 29th, R. B. Aspland, The Rev> Edwin'? Chapman will 

Cliester ; August 5lh, William Tate, enler upon his ministerial labours at 

Chorley; 12th, William Johns, Cross Stamford- street Chapel, on Sunday 

Street, Cheshire ; 19th, Robert Sme- morn i ng< the 5th of August He pur- 

thurst, Moreton ; 26th Nathaniel es devoting the first five morning 

Philipps, D.D., Sheffield ; September 8ervice8 t0 discourses on the following 

2d, John H. Thorn, Liverpool ; 9th, 8U bj e cts :— 1. Christianity the religion 

George Heaviside, Rochdale ; 16th, of tne goul . 2 . Christ the bread of 

Franklin Howarth, Bury ; 23d , Jas. life . 3 The fall and recover y 0 f man j 

Brookes, Hyde; 30th, Chas. Wallace, 4 TJie tme gpirit of discipleship ; 5. 

Altrincham. , The duty and blessedness of obeying 

W. Whitelegg, Secretary. con8C i e nce. 



Lectures at the Orphan .Working 

School Chapel, City Road, during Unitarian Publications. 

the month of July. * * . The Second Part of Vol., L of Dr. 

July 1st,-. Rev.. Edwin Chapman; Priestley's Theological and Miscella- 

8th, Robert Aspland ; 15th, George peous Works will be ready for delivery 

Gibbs; 22d, W. Young; 29th, John to the Subscribers on Saturday, July 

Yockney. The Service commences at 28th, at the rooms of the Unitarian 

Half-past Six o'clock. Association, Walbrook-buiWings, and 

at Mr. Fox's, Bookseller, 67, Pater- 

Hull, East York, and North Lincoln- noster-row. The First Part of Vol. I. 

shire Unitarian Association. and any volume to complete sets, may 

The next Meeting will be held at be had as above.— A few sets remain, 

Hull, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and for which application may be made to 

Thursday, July 3d, 4th, and 5th. Mr, Mr. SmallBeld, Printer, ftomerton. 
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UNITARIAN 

About two years ago various state- 
ments which had been made, and 
various controversies which had ari- 
sen, both amongst Unitarians them- 
selves and with the Orthodox, led to 
an earnest desire in the minds of 
many persons to ascertain, by au- 
thentic documents, the number of 
Unitarian Congregations and Pro- 
fessors in Great Britain. The ap- 
plications continually made to the 
Committee of the British and Foreign 
Unitarian Association, and the in- 
terests intrusted to their charge, also 
rendered it desirable that more com- 
plete statistical information should 
be obtained of the body which they 
represented. With no purpose what- 
ever but the most straightforward 
desire to ascertain the truth, and to 
obtain information the possession of 
which might be useful in the prosecu- 
tion of the plans for which that In- 



STATISTICS. 

stitution was formed, a circular was 
issued to the Congregations con- 
nected with it, consisting of a string 
of questions to which answers were 
requested. It turned out, very un- 
expectedly, that some of these ques- 
tions were offensive ; it also proved 
that the list of Congregations to 
which they were sent was very in- 
complete ; and, consequently, the 
returns do not answer the purpose 
intended. Unwilling that they should 
be utterly useless, the Committee of 
the Association have handed them 
over to the Conductor of the Unita- 
rian Chronicle, in order that he 
may make them complete, should it 
be consistent with the wishes of the 
Unitarian body at large that he 
should do so. To ascertain this, we 
give publicity to the following por- 
tion of them, requesting our readers 
and friends to fill up the lacunae 
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which they exhibit. The topics on 
which we solicit information are the 
following : — 
The name of the Chapel. 

the Minister. 

The average number of hearers. 
The existence of a Fellowship Fund. 
————— Vestry Library. 
— — Sunday or Day 

School, and number of children. 
And also any information as to other 
congregations, preaching-rooms, &c, 
in the same county. Should such 
information be sent us, so as to cor- 
rect and complete what is now pub- 
lished, we shall feel encouraged to 
proceed with the remainder, and be 
able to present, ultimately, an au- 
thentic census of the Unitarian De- 
nomination. A similar work has 
been accomplished by our brethren 
of the United States with great faci- 
lity, and it would not be less useful 
in this country. To ourselves the 
task is a troublesome one, and can 
bring neither honour nor profit ; but 
we think it an useful one, and re- 
quest the aid of our friends. All 
statements should be authenticated 
by the name of the writer. 

In the ensuing list we have pur- 
sued the following order : — 

1 st. The < name of the town, to 
which the distinguishing appellation, 
when it has one, of the chapel is 
added. 

2. The denomination, indicated by 
capital letters, P., designating Pres- 
byterian; 6. B., General Baptist; 
M., Methodist. Where none of these 
letters intervene between the name 
of the chapel and that of the minister, 
it is presumed that the Society bears 
no other designation than that of 
Unitarian. 

3. The name of the minister. 

4. The figures following the mi- 
nister's name shew the average num- 
ber of hearers. 

5. The letter F., designates the 
existence of a Fellowship Fund ; L., 
that of a Vestry Library ; S., of a 
Sunday School ; and D. S„ of a Day 



School, the figures appended being 
the number of scholars. 

No neglect or blame is meant to 
be imputed to those connected with 
the Societies which have not made 
returns. In many instances, proba- 
bly, the circular was not received, 
owing to the imperfection of the lists 
from which it was directed. In others, 
great mistake prevailed (now, it is 
hoped, removed) about the object of 
these enquiries. As soon as we are 
enabled, by the communications 
which we request, the statements 
will be reprinted in their complete 
form. Such communications should 
be addressed, post paid, to the Editor 
of the Unitarian Chronicle, at the 
Monthly Repository Office, 67, Pater- 
noster-Row. 



To avoid giving useless trouble to 
our Correspondents, it may be men- 
tioned that, in addition to the returns 
now printed, we possess similar do- 
cuments in relation to the following 
places : — 

Alnwick, Astley, Bath, Battle, 
Bewdley, Birmingham (New Meet- 
ing), Bolton (Moor-lane), Boston, 
Brighton, Capel y Groes, Chiches- 
ter, Chowbent, Crewkerne, Diss, 
Ditchling, Dob Lane, Doncaster, 
Edinburgh, Evesham, Framlifigham, 
Gorton, Halifax, Hinckley, Hull, 
Ilminster, Ipswich, Kidderminster, 
Kirkstead, Knutsford, Lancaster, 
Leicester, Lewes, Lincoln, Liver- 
pool (Toxteth Park), Loughborough, 
Lutton, Lynn, Mai ton, Manchester 
(Salford), Newbury, Newcastle on 
Tyne, Northampton, Northiam, Nor- 
wich (New Chapel), Oldham, Orms- 
kirk, Park Lane, Prescot, Preston, 
Risley,Rivington, Rochdale, Rother- 
ham, Selby, Sheffield (Music Hall), 
Shrewsbury, Stand, Stockport,Stock- 
ton on Tees, Swansea, Tavistock, 
Thorne and Stainforth, Todmorden, 
Trowbridge, Warrington, Wigan, 
Yeovil. 

Hampstead, Trinity Place, Fins- 
bury, Brentford, Newington Green. 
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Berkshire. ing 300 to 400, evening 400 to 500 ; 

Newbury; P; W.Wilson; 150; F; L; S, 80 girls, 60 boys. 
1*i Sj 100. No returns from Dorchester, 

CJieshire. Wareham, Poole. 
Dukinfield ; P ; Jno. Gaskell ; Durltam. 
Winter 150 to 200, Summer 200 to Stockton. P ; Late J. Meeke; 

300 ; F ; L ; 2 S, at Dukinfield 360, 1 10 ; F ; L ; S, boys 17, girls 39. 
a branch school at Newton, 120. Sunderland, no return. 

Stockport (High Street) ; P ; S. Essex. 
Parker and S. Allard ; 100 ; F ; L ; Saffron Waldron ; GB. ; vacant ; 

S, 20. 50 ; S. 

Hyde. P ; Jas. Brooks; 200 ; S Gloucestershire. 
200. G louc ester (Barton Street). Rd. 

Knutsford. P ; Henry Green ; Astley ; 80 ; F ; L. 
30 to 40 ; S, 50. No returns of Bristol, Cirencester, 

Allqstock. P ; attached to the Marshfield, Frenchay, &c. 
Chapel at Knutsford. Hampshire. 

No returns from Macclesfield, Newport, Isle of Wight. GB; 

Nantwich, Altriugham, Hale, Ches- Edmund Kell; 150 to 180; F; L; 

ter, Congleton, Dean Row, Cross S, 18 boys, 20 girls. 
Street. No returns from Portsmouth, P. 

Cornwall. Do. GB. Ringwood. 
Falmouth. Late M. Harding; Hertfordshire. 
20; L. St. Alban's. P; Wm. Marshall; 

Flushing. Late M. Harding. 40. morning 30, afternoon 60 to 70 ; L ; 

Derbyshire. S, and a school for teaching and 

Chesterfield (Old Chapel, Ellar clothing 20 boys. 
Yard) ; R. Wallace ; 250 ; F ; L ; Kent. 
S, boys 45, girls 60. Benenden ; GB ; Buckiand ; 30 ; 

Derby (Friar Gate); vacant; F; L. 
250; F ; L; S, 60 boys, 60 girls. Canterbury (Black Friars). GB ; 

Colyton (George's Meeting* Jno. Farrer, Pastor; Jno. Martin, 

House) ; J. B. Smith ; 40. Assistant ; 100 ; L ; S, 15 boys, 25 

No returns from Norton, Ilkeston, girls. 
Findern, Dumeld, Belper, Lea, Rip- Sturry, near Canterbury; preach- 

ley, Hucklow, Brad well, Ashford, ing once a fortnight, well attended. 
Stony Middleton, Buxton. Cranbrook ; GB ; C. Saint ; 120 

Devonshire. to 150; F. 
Collumpton ; M. L. Yeates ; SO Dover. GB ; G. C. Pound, as- 

to 100; F; L; S, 60. sisted by J. Martin; 200; F; L; 

Devonport (Granby Street) ; ser- S, 100. 
vices conducted by Mr. S. Gibbs; Maidstone (Earl Street). Wm. 

mornings 200, evenings 300 ; L. Stevens ; 150 ; L; S, 100 ; DS, 100 ; 

Plymouth. Late J. Worsley ; 24 boys and girls clothed. 
150 ; F ; L. Tentbrdkn. P ; L. Holden and 

Sidmouth. Wm. James ; 100 ; L. C. Talbot; 250; F ; L; S, SO girls, 

Tavistock (Abbey Chapel). Wm. 20 boys; DS, 8 girls, 10 boys. 
Evans ; 150 ; L ; S 30. No returns from Chatham, Head- 

No returns from Crediton, Exeter, oorn, Rolvenden, Deptford, Bidden- 

Honiton,Moreton,Lympston, and we den, Bessell's Green, Sundridge, 

believe some other places. Smarden. 

Dorsetshire. (To be continued.) 

Beudport. Robert Cree ; morn- 

l 2 
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AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCI- 
ATION. 

Thr Seventh Anniversary of this 
Association took place at Boston on 
the evening of Tuesday, the 29th of 
May. The meeting for business was 
held in Bury Street Vestry, at 6 
o'clock. After the acceptance of the 
Treasurer's Report, the following 
gentlemen were elected officers for 
the ensuing year : — 

Rev. Dr. Bancroft, President. 
Vice-Presidents, 
Hon. Joseph Story, Massachusetts. 
„ Joseph Lyman, do. 
„ Charles H. Atherton, New 

Hampshire. 
„ Stephen Longfellow, Maine. 
„ William Cranch, District of Co- 
lumbia. 

„ Sam. S. Wilde, Massachusetts. 
Samuel Hoar, do. 

„ William Sullivan, do. 
Henry Wheaton, Esq., New York. 
James Taylor, Esq., Pennsylvania. 
Martin L. Hurlbut, Esq., do. 
Henry Pay son, Esq., Maryland. 
Rev. Timothy Flint, Ohio. 
Rev. James Walker, j 

,, Samuel Barrett, {Directors. 

„ Ezra S. Gannett, J 

„ Henry Ware, Jun., Foreign Se- 
cretary. 

„ Alexander Young, Domestic 
Secretary. 
Henry Rice, Esq., Treasurer. 

The Association adjourned at 7 
o'clock to the Federal Street Church, 
which was well filled at an early 
hour. 

After prayers offered by Rev. Dr. 
Harris of Dorchester, the Executive 
Committee's Annual Reports were 
read by Rev. Mr. Young, the Domes- 
tic Secretary, and by Rev. Mr. Bar- 
rett, for Rev. Professor Ware, Jr., 
the Foreign Secretary. The Reports, 
which were both of them able and 
highly interesting papers, communi- 
cated much valuable and encourag- 
ing information in regard to the 
spread of Unitarian Christianity dur- 
ing the past year, and its prospects 



for the future, both in this country 
and abroad. As it is expected they 
will soon be published, we shall defer 
at present a reference to their de- 
tails. 

After the reading of the Reports, 
Rev. Dr. Bancroft, the President, 
briefly addressed the meeting. He 
expressed the regret he felt that the 
circumstances in which Unitarians 
had involuntarily been placed, laid 
them under a necessity of meeting 
and acting separately from other 
Christians. But thus it was. And 
in the course they had adopted, they 
have every encouragement to perse- 
vere, and to expect a favourable re- 
sult as to the influence of their mea- 
sures on the happiness and improve* 
ment of the religious community. He 
invited the remarks of any gentleman 
present who felt an interest in the 
operations and success of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Judge Rogers, of Boston, then 
addressed the meeting. He said that 
he perceived, from the encouraging 
statements in the Reports, that Uni- 
tarian Christianity was not deficient 
in interest with the community. The 
state of mind and feeling on hearing 
the Reports was an evidence of the 
fact. 

The situation in which Unitarians 
had been placed was trying and pe- 
culiar. They had been denied the 
name of Christians. It was hoped 
they had borne the charge with 
meekness. They had declared that 
they desired not controversy, and it 
was true that they did not. Yet 
there were occasions when duty re- 
quired them not to shrink from it. 
Controversy is indeed sometimes ne- 
cessary, and it has its uses. 

It has been charged on Unitarians 
that theirs is a negative religion; 
that at best it has no vitality ; that 
it is cold and dead. But, admitting 
that we have not all the ardour of 
so me sects, it does not necessarily 
follow that ours is a bad cause. At 
least, great heat is not certain evi- 
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dence of a good one. And can we 
not produce evidence of the incor- 
rectness of the charge of coldness 
and indifference to the true and legi- 
timate purpose of Christianity ? Is 
the Ministry to the Poor in our city, 
under the fostering care of the Asso- 
ciation, an evidence of coldness? 
Were the measures for the benefit of 
seamen, so earnestly undertaken and 
adopted on that very spot, and giving 
evidence in their results that both 
men's hearts and purses were in 
their hands, — were these evidences of 
coldness and insensibility to the mo- 
ral wants of our fellow beings, and 
to the high claims of our religion 
upon us for our best efforts in the 
cause of human virtue and happi- 
ness? 

Again, it has been said that we 
have been disposed to 1 pull down/ — 
to change the established principles 
of the community as to religious doc- 
trines. Well ; be it so. And how could 
we otherwise be faithful to truth? 
We had many errors to remove, 
much rubbish to clear away. The 
human mind had for a long period 
been held in fetters. Powerful ob- 
stacles had been opposed to free in- 
quiry, in the shape of trust deeds. 
Yes, property had been given and 
was held in trust for those, and those 
only who would consent to learn no 
more. It was necessary then to re- 
sist these bribes of error, that we 
' pull down ' these obstacles to the 
free progress of truth. And our 
efforts have not been without their 
desired effect. The difficulties we 
have been called to struggle with are 
lessening, and we may hope that the 
clouds and the darkness that hung 
over Christian truth are passing 
away. 

Itev. Mr. Bigelow, of Medford, 
commenced his remarks by an allu- 
sion to the reference made in the 
Domestic Secretary's Report to him- 
self, in his capacity as Agent of the 
Association. He stood there, he 
said, to bear his testimony to the en- 
lightened zeal of the people, through- 



out the numerous towns he had vi- 
sited, and their cooperation in the 
measures that had been commenced 
for enlarging the influence and use- 
fulness of the Association. 

When the late efforts in behalf of 
the Association were commenced, the 
number of auxiliary associations 
was very small. This was to be at- 
tributed partly to the fact that the 
people had been opposed to religious 
combinations. And it was also true 
perhaps that they had been, to some 
extent, justly chargeable with apathy. 
That a different state of views and 
feelings on the subject now existed, 
was evident from the favourable re- 
sults of the late efforts of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. B. referred to the early pe- 
riods of the religious controversy 
between the Orthodox and Unitari- 
ans ; to the publications of IS 15, in 
which Unitarians were grossly mis- 
represented and defamed, and efforts 
made to destroy the reputation and 
influence of all who dissented from 
the prevailing creed. This attempt 
to trammel the public mind, and to 
prevent free inquiry and discussion on 
religious topics, was met ably and 
manfully, and was promptly and suc- 
cessfully repelled. Since then, other 
new and powerful advocates of Uni- 
tarian Christianity have risen up, 
and the principles which we value as 
the uncorrupt gospel have spread, 
and are spreading far and wide. As 
we value our Christian liberties, as 
we value the truth of God, and 
desire to promote its sanctifying 
efficacy on the hearts and lives of 
men, let us persevere in the great 
and good work so successfully begun. 

George B. Emerson, Esq. of Bos- 
ton, then addressed the meeting. He 
rejoiced, he said, in the evidences we 
have of the spread of the gospel, by 
whomsoever promoted, and where- 
soever sent ; whether to Africa, or 
to the islands of the sea : and he re- 
gretted that the circumstances in 
which Unitarians were placed pre- 
vented them from acting with Chris- 
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tians of other names. He valued 
Unitarianism above all things else, 
because it was Christianity — because 
it was the faith which must be our 
moral salvation. 

Why do I defend Unitarian Chris- 
tianity? Because I find it doing 
good ; because I find it actively in- 
strumental in meliorating the condi- 
tion of mankind ; I find it the friend 
of the poor; prompting, as we have 
evidence in our own city, the devoted 
follower of the Saviour, to the most un- 
wearied and persevering labours and 
activity for the physical comfort, as 
well as the moral and religious ad- 
vancement of the friendless and suf- 
fering poor. I find it also the friend 
of peace. The great and venerable 
champion of peace principles among 
us defends also with his able pen, as 
he beautifully illustrates in his pure 
and exemplary Christian life, the 
principles to which we cling as the 
true gospel. These are the good fruits 
of Unitarian Christianity for which we 
value it and feel bound to defend it. 

Unitarians are charged with not 
receiving the Bible, than which 
nothing can be more untrue and 
unjust. Who is he who rejects the 
Bible ? The Orthodox teacher says, 
" Young man, take this book, study 
it diligently and faithfully, that you 
may ascertain the true import and 
spirit of its teachings, but be careful, 
on your peril, that in your interpre- 
tation of its doctrines, you do not 
think differently from me." On the 
other hand, the Unitarian teacher 
says, — ** Young man, take this book, 
study it diligently and faithfully, and 
strive to understand the true import 
and spirit of its teachings, and what- 
ever, to your own unbiassed under- 
standing, it may seem to teach, that 
receive and defend as the truth of 
God, fearlessly, unmoved by all the 
reproaches and anathemas of all 
other men combined." 

Some will say to us, in vindication 
of their own religious inactivity, 
*' Truth is mighty and will prevail.*' 
Yes, truth is great, and it may pre- 



vail, but, as in everything else, iUr 
prevalence must be by the instrumen- 
tality of means. The true senti- 
ment on the subject is, 14 With God's* 
blessing on my efforts, truth, which 
is mighty, will prevail." Let us not 
then sit down and wait, trusting to 
the innate force and unaided pro- 
gress of right principles; but, in- 
voking the divine blessing on our 
efforts, let us go on with activity and 
energy, and prove not only by our 
own zeal, but by our Christian tem- 
per and practice that our faith is 
true Christianity. 

Rev. Mr. Lothrop, of Dover, N.H., 
expressed the great satisfaction he 
had felt in the statements of the Re- 
port and in listening to the remarks 
of his brethren They were refresh- 
ing to his spirit. Those only, who 
had been located where Unita- 
rian societies were few and scattered , 
could truly estimate the value of 
frequent intercourse, and interchange 
of sympathies with those of a similar 
faith. 

Mr. L. stated in regard to the 
portion of country in which he re* 
sided, that the progress of Unitarian 
principles was highly encouraging. 
In Portsmouth the cause had the 
advantage of the services of a man 
whose praise was in all the Churches, 
and whose high example of Christian 
excellence was doing much to break 
down existing prejudices against our 
principles, and to give them a hold 
on the respect and affections of the 
community. A spirit of religious 
inquiry, and an actual zeal for the 
promotion of pure Christian truth, 
had been awakened in various other 
places ; and nothing more seemed to 
be needed for the wide dissemination 
of what we deem gospel truth, than 
a perseverance in our efforts to make 
our principles truly known, and to 
give practical evidence of their happy 
moral tendency. 

Rev. Mr. Sewall, of Danvers, next 
addressed the meeting. After re- 
ferring to a recent meeting in his 
own church, in reference to the dis- 
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semination of the principles of Uni- 
tarian Christianity, he proceeded to 
urge in a very impressive and eloquent 
manner, the importance and duty of 
uniting with our seal for Christian 
truths, a deep and ardent piety, and 
a practical exemplification of the 
elevating and sanctifying influence 
of our principles. 

Mr. Sewall was followed by Judge 
8tory, of Cambridge, who said he 
rose not for the purpose of making a 
speech, but merely to apologize for 
not making one. The lateness of 
the hour rendered it improper for 
him to address the assembly so much 
at length as would have been other- 
wise agreeable to him, and as he 
had intended. There were some 
topics of interest, upon which he de- 
sired, on a fit occasion, to express 
his views. He would refer for a 
moment to the important influence 
of religion on the civil interests and 
order of the community. If there is 
any country where the civil institu- 
tions must be based on religion, that 
country is America. Religion must 
furnish, with us, the solid ground on 
which all our institutions, of what- 
ever kind, must rest. 

Judge S. alluded to the principles 
of Protestantism, and to some incon- 
sistencies of its professions with its 
practical character. What, says he, 
has been the course of Protestantism? 
Has it acted up to its professions ? 

It claims for men freedom of 
opinion and action in religious mat- 
ters, but has it made this principle 
of universal application. It has in- 
deed defended the freedom and rights 
of sects, but not of individuals. To 
this circumstance, viz., a neglect to 
vindicate the right of private judg- 
ment, are to be attributed, in a good 
degree, the evils of bigotry and fa- 
naticism. 

To Unitarians is intrusted the 
high duty of defending Christianity. 
And why ? Because it is only by 
the rational principles we advocate 
that men can be saved from infidelity. 
It has been said, that * the School- 
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Master is abroad," and we may say 
too that the Sceptic is abroad. And 
why should we wonder, when Or- 
thodoxy is mistaken for Christianity, 
that some men should regard it with 
doubt. Our condition is one of 
great responsibleness. We have 
important duties to perform. Let 
us be faithful to the high and ho- 
nourable trust. 

In consequence of the interest 
manifested by the audience in the 
exercises of the evening, and the 
impression that several other gentle- 
men were prepared to address the 
meeting, Rev. Mr. Gannett, of Bos- 
ton, moved an adjournment to the 
same place, at seven o'clock on 
Thursday evening, and the meeting 
was accordingly adjourned. 

At five o'clock on Thursday even- 
ing a meeting of the Association 
for business was held in the Berry- 
street Vestry. After a full discus- 
sion of the expediency of adopting 
measures for the appointment of a 
General Agent, they voted to pro- 
ceed immediately to the choice, and 
on counting the votes, Rev. Ezra S. 
Gannett was found to be unanimous- 
ly elected. 

The meeting was opened in the 
church, agreeably to the vote of 
Tuesday evening, for an adjourn- 
ment. 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Ken- 
dall of Plymouth, and the reading of 
parts of the Report offered on Tuesday 
evening, the Meeting was addressed 
by the Rev. Mr. Gannett, of Boston. 
He had received pleasure, he said, 
in hearing the parts of the Report 
just read. He heartily concurred in 
the sentiments there expressed. The 
time had come, he believed, when 
Unitarian Christians should more 
distinctly show that their doctrines 
are according to godliness, that they 
are founded on a rock, that they are 
from God, and lead to God by pro- 
moting purity of character, spiritu- 
ality of mind, in a word, the life of 
God in our souls. 

The Unitarian Association has 
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been called sectarian ; and, in a cer- good men, do thus. We were bound 

tain sense, it may be true ; inasmuch to unite in the formation of this As- 

as it supports some decided and de- sociation ; to unite for the defence 

finite principles. But, in the bad and diffusion of what we deem the 

sense of the word, it is not true. It truth ; the principles most promotive 

has never been exclusive or bigoted, of practical Christianity. And we 

In its principles of operation it is as find in this great object a bond of 

broad as truth, and it hopes that its duty. And what are these princi- 

influence will be as deep and as high pies ? What is Unitarian Christi* 

as truth. Its great purpose is to anity ? 

make men Christians, to make them It is a religion of truth ; a religion 

holy men. which teaches the existence of one 

But the institution is said to have Infinite Spirit, and the revelation of 

been sectarian in its measures. If his will by Jesus Christ his Son, who 

this be true, in any degree, it was has sealed the truth of his mission 

owing to the necessity of its circum- and teaching by his blood, and calls 

stances. The very name of Unita- us to holiness and God by his pure 

rianism, at the establishment of the and sublime precepts and doctrines 

institution, was a terror and a re- and his perfect example. Does any 

proach. But circumstances have one think that a man may be a Uni- 

changed, and are changing. He tarian Christian, because he merely 

trusted the time would come, and admits our doctrines, whilst, after 

that it was not distant, when it would the ordinary course of the world, he 

be a term of honour and glory. goes on through life neglecting the 

The tracts of the Association were, discipline of his character and affec- 

at first, necessarily doctrinal ; or, if tions, and indifferent to the moral 

you will so denominate them, they condition and wants of his fellow 

were sectarian ; and to a certain ex- beings ? No ! I know no such Uni* 

tent they must, for a time, so con- tarian Christianity. It is the true 

tinue. But may we not hope that and great purpose and tendency of 

they may presently become purely our faith to fill us with love to God 

Christian? It had been well said and man, and an active zeal for 

by one who preceded him that we truth and duty. We are to feel, and 

seek to extend Unitarianism not as to be continually influenced by the 

Unitarianism, but as Christianity, solemn and inspiring truth, that we 

Yes, our grand object is to support are the children of God, placed here 

the cause of Christian love, truth, and for the discharge of important duties 

holiness. to God, to ourselves, and mankind, 

Why did we unite in the formation in preparation for a future endless 
of the Unitarian Association ? We existence. This is Unitarian Chris- 
might have said, in reference to the tianity. This is the state of mind, 
call for benevolent efforts, — 1 We and these are the feelings and pur- 
cannot unite with those who dissemi- poses which will be cherished by the 
nate error. — We know, indeed, that true Unitarian Christian. If we will 
some of our brethren are suffering but feel and manifest the full power 
the unhappy consequences of erro- of our principles, Unitarian Chris- 
neous religious teaching. We are tianity may goon triumphing over all 
sensible of their unpleasant condi- error, delusion, and sin, till it reaches 
tion. We sincerely pity them, but the utmost extremity of the country, 
cannot help them/ Such is the in- and becomes the glory of our land, 
activity in which we might have The Rev. Mr. Ripley, of Boston, 
indulged, in regard to the moral introduced his remarks by referring 
condition and wants of our brethren, to the passages in the Report which 
But no 1 we could not, as honest and were read at the opening of the meet- 
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hg. It gave Irira pleasure to hear 
them again; he should have heen 
glad, had time permitted, to have 
heard the whole. Its important facts 
would have heen listened to with in- 
terest. They would have encouraged 
and strengthened our hearts. They 
would have shown that the friends of 
Unitarian Christianity were alive to 
their highest interests and duties. 
And it is indeed so. They have 
given, and are daily giving evidence 
that they are ready to go forth to the 
warfare in defence of truth ; a Chris- 
tian warfare ; a warfare in favour of 
practical Christianity, of piety and 
godliness. And this is the great 
purpose of the Association. He 
would not lift a finger in this cause, 
if he thought it a merely sectarian 
institution. It is not sectarian. It 
has indeed its doctrinal tracts, but it 
has also its practical tracts, and hooks, 
which have been extensively circu- 
lated and eagerly sought and read. 
He would refer particularly to one 
book, of which this was strikingly 
true — the recent work 4 On the for- 
mation of the Christian character 
~a work which had been acknow- 
ledged, even by those who differ from 
us in sentiment, to possess great 
merits, as holding a high rank among 
publications designed to promote 
practical Christianity. 

Another evidence that we are not 
influenced by sectarian feelings, is the 
late noble effort in favour of seamen,by 
Unitarian Christians. Ten thousand 
dollars were recently raised in a short 
time, to aid in the moral and reli- 
gious improvement of seamen. And 
whom did they employ as their reli- 
gious teacher ? A man of another 
denomination, differing from them in 
many points of his faith *. He was 
not chosen for his singular gift of 
eloquence, but because he was a 
Christian ; a man of a truly enlarged 
and generous Christian spirit. — And 
we rejoice in the fact, as it shows 
the real practical tendency of the 
views which we hold. It is not for 

* Mr. Taylor, of the Methodist denomination. 



the distinctions of party that we la- 
bour. It is the temper and character 
we chiefly desire to influence. Our 
great purpose is to lead men to 
the exercise of repentance towards 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It is not, then, for sectarian or 
party ends, but ultimately, for the 
promotion of the great practical 
truths and duties of the gospel, that 
we labour, in our endeavours to dis- 
seminate the plain and simple prin- 
ciples of Unitarian Christianity. 

Mr. Ripley concluded his remarks 
by referring to the great efficacy of 
these truths in the improvement of 
the heart and life, and to the power 
which, he had learned by experience, 
they possessed in the hour of sick- 
ness and death, among Christians of 
every variety of faith. It was the 
declaration of an eminent clergyman 
of the Church of England, of the 
Evangelical school, a short time be- 
fore his death, that he was convinced 
that religion did not consist in the 
nice distinctions of different sects, 
but in repentance and faith ; and, 
said Mr. Ripley, as far as he had had 
an opportunity of observing, this 
sentiment was very general in sea- 
sons of great trial: he had visited 
many on such occasions, members of 
churches far removed in doctrinal 
opinions from his own, but had always 
found the undisputed truths of Chris- 
tianity a sure support for the afflicted 
or the departing soul. For these 
reasons, among others, he felt an un- 
shaken confidence that they were the 
wisdom of God and the power of God 
unto salvation, and as such, he hoped 
they might find admission to every 
heart. 

Mr. Ripley was followed by the 
Rev. Mr. Farley, of Providence. 

Mr. Farley rejoiced most devoutly 
that the time had at last arrived, 
when Unitarians could appear thus 
publicly, thus unitedly, in behalf of 
pure, practical Christian piety ; when 
their voices were raised, not merely 
in defence of what they believed to 
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be doctrinal truth, but to inculcate 
and enforce the necessity of admit* 
ting the strict and uncompromising 
morality of the gospel to operate 
universally and thoroughly upon the 
human soul, in all its energy and 
power. He, therefore, most gladly 
and heartily responded to the sen- 
timents of his brethren who had 
preceded him. Still he believed that 
with all this, Unitarians must still 
appear, perhaps for a long time, dis- 
tinctively as a sect. And he desired 
and hoped that they of this city and 
vicinity would be ready to extend 
their sympathy to their brethren, who 
had still to encounter a virulence of 
prejudice and opposition, of which 
themselves might now in a great de- 
gree be rid. Away from this immedi- 
ate neighbourhood, at least, there was 
no scene or situation where such was 
not the case. It was not simply that 
we are abused, misrepresented, slan- 
dered in the pulpits or the public 
journals of those who differ from us, 
—those attacks might be borne. But 
it was not in human nature not to 
feel, and feel deeply, when we found 
the unhallowed spirit of sectarianism 
entering into and disturbing the peace 
of home — alienating from one ano- 
ther the members of the same family 
—and even at the bed-side of the 
Bick and the dying, or in the midst 
of bereaved and mourning friends, 
watching every movement, and scru- 
tinizing the prayers which were of* 
fered for the departing soul or afflicted 
Burvivors, to find the evidence of 
dangerous or ruinous heresy. — God 
forbid, however, that we should meet 
this in a similar temper. It was not 
our indignation which was called for, 
but our pity. And it should be es- 
teemed by all of us as our bounden 
duty to show in such scenes, yes, to 
show everywhere, by our conversa- 
tion, by our lives, that our faith was 
not a thing of the lips but of the 
heart, that we valued it for its opera- 
tion upon human character, its ten- 
dency to advance and secure human 
happiness, by placing it upon the 



only immoveable basis — a holy and 
Christian life. 

Mr. Farley proceeded to urge upon 
the audience, especially upon his 
brethren from abroad, the value and 
importance to the cause which we 
advocate, of public meetings at which 
might be discussed the great princi- 
ples of our common faith. These 
awakened a spirit of inquiry, and what 
was a very great advantage, intro* 
duced laymen to a part of the direct 
labour of inculcating and enforcing 
the truth as it is in Jesus. This was 
a great gain. Men were too apt to 
take words from the mouths of cler- 
gymen, on these subjects, to be words 
of course. But when laymen were 
roused by a sense of duty to the work, 
their words told with tenfold power. 

Mr. Farley could bear witness of 
the good effects of such meeting's, 
by his own observation and experi* 
ence in the city where he resided ; 
and he could not but hope that they 
would become more common in vari- 
ous parts of our country, with the 
design not simply of defending Uni- 
tarian views of scripture doctrine, 
but of inspiring and enforcing a 
deeper sense of Christian duty, and a 
more earnest and unretiring devoted- 
ness to the grand, practical results of 
Christian truth. 

The Rev. Mr. May, of Brooklyn 
(Connecticut), next addressed the 
Meeting. He commenced with the 
remark, that he had never felt more 
deeply impressed than now with the 
importance of our relation, as a body 
of Christians, to the community 
around us. He felt cheered and 
animated by what he had seen and 
heard. 

In regard to the charge of our 
having taken the ground of a sect or 
party, said Mr. May, if it is in any 
Bense true, it is because we have been 
compelled to take this ground. We 
have united, not for the purpose of 
swelling the power and influence of 
a party, but for the defence and pro- 
motion of what we deem the princi- 
ples of Gospel truth and pure Chris- 
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tianity. Let us give practical evidence 
that it is really so. There are some 
who think we cannot do too much 
against Orthodoxy. He had no sym- 
pathy with such a sentiment. He 
disliked it. There are many re- 
spects in which such opposition would 
abridge a good influence. He saw 
many things to approve in his Ortho- 
dox brethren, and he rejoiced in 
them. It was his earnest desire that 
there should more and more prevail, 
among Unitarian Christians, a serious 
and deep sense of the responsibility 
of our condition, — of the obligations 
of personal holiness, as well as of 
activity, in disseminating Christian 
truth. He rejoiced in the daily evi- 
dence we have of the increasing 
prevalence and practical operation of 
these views of duty. Let them pre- 
vail. They are the true fruits of the 
plain and simple principles of the 
Gospel which we have embraced, and 
cannot fail, in due time, to conquer 
opposition to our views, and to com- 
pel assent to them as true Chris- 
tianity. 

The Rev. Mr. Sullivan, of Keene, 
after some pertinent introductory re- 
marks, desired to call the attention 
of the meeting to the condition of 
those of our brethren at a distance, 
who, though not near us, are of us, 
and take a deep interest in our pro- 
ceedings, and earnestly look to us for 
encouragement and sympathy. Their 
wants are deeper than we can know 
or feel. They are in a condition of 
trial and temptation. Removed, as 
many are, from those with whom 
they can have religious sympathy, 
and surrounded, perhaps, by those 
who are opposed to Christianity, and 
to all religion, from having mistaken 
its true character by knowing it only 
in its corrupt forms,— they have much 
to struggle with, and are in pressing 
need of our sympathy, encourage- 
ment, and support. 

The late religious excitements, said 
Mr. Sullivan, have been referred to, 
and their unhappy tendency lamented. 
Their undoubted influence had been, 



in many places, to drive off intelli- 
gent men from Christianity. Infide- 
lity springs up boldly, and ensnares 
and deludes many, who, under ra- 
tional religious instruction, would 
become ornaments and able defenders 
of the Christian faith. These circum- 
stances call loudly for our help, to re- 
deem those who are thus tried and 
tempted from their perilous and evil 
condition. Mr. Sullivan desired to raise 
his voice and excite a proper sympa- 
thy in behalf of such, as well as of 
those of our distant brethren who are 
tried and pained not less by their 
privation of religious privileges, than 
by the prevalence of religious indif- 
ference, and infidel principles around 
them. They want an outstretched 
hand of sympathy. They wait for it 
now. They walk but weakly and 
tremblingly. Let us strengthen their 
tottering steps. 

Alden Bradford, Esq. of New Bed* 
ford, followed Mr. Sullivan. Though 
he had not been hitherto actively en- 
gaged in promoting the interests of 
the Unitarian Association, he had 
not been indifferent to its objects. 
He had read its Annual Reports, and 
he approved its measures, and had 
sympathy with its friends. He was 
a Unitarian, in the simple and legiti- 
mate sense of the word. And he felt 
that it was an honourable and glori- 
ous company of believers with whom 
he was associated. The Apostles of 
Christ were Unitarians ; Jesus Christ 
himself was a Unitarian. He could 
Show from Ecclesiastical History, that 
Unitarianism is an ancient doctrine ; 
that it is not, as has been said, a 
modern invention of the young men 
of the present day. He could testify, 
that when a student at Cambridge, 
forty-five years ago, there was but 
one person among the officers and 
theological students who was not a 
Unitarian; and among the believers 
of this doctrine, at that time, he would 
name the venerable professor Wig- 
glesworth. Nor was their faith sin- 
gular. Many clergymen in various 
parts of the commonwealth embraced 
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it. Of fifteen clergymen in the Old 
Colony, ten were Unitarians. It 
was so, also, in other counties, to a 
considerable extent, particularly in 
Essex. 

But Unitarians have been an 
abused sect. It is even pronounced, 
ex cathedra, that we have discarded 
the Bible ; 4 that we build not on the 
Bible/ He would not call such a 
representation by the name to which 
it is justly entitled. He would only 
say it was a mistake. He could not 
view such misrepresentations in any 
other light than as decidedly unchris- 
tian. He hoped that the young and 
active, who were engaged in promo- 
ting the important and benevolent 
purposes of this institution, would go 
on with zeal and courage, and have 
the happiness to see their best wishes 
fulfilled in the wide-increasing spread 
of pure Christian knowledge, and 
practical religion. 

Rev. Mr. Muzzey, of Framingham, 
said, he had derived pleasure from 
the kind, serious tone of the remarks 
of those who had preceded him. He 
desired to encourage a spirit of kind- 
ness not only toward those who differ 
from us, but those even who treat 
us with obloquy. A clergyman is 
supported in the labours and trials 
of his calling, not by his belief that 
the opposition he meets comes from 
bad motives, but by the conscious- 
ness of doing his own duty faithfully, 
of holding himself the truth, and 
cherishing a kind spirit towards all 
mankind. If such a spirit were more 
universally cherished, and a more 
free intercourse encouraged by 
Christian brethren of different names, 
mutual benefit would be received. 
He believed that Unitarians had lost 
something to the cause they value, 
by refraining from some good mea- 
sures, because they had been previ- 
ously adopted by other denominations. 
If it be true that we have at any 
time betrayed this weakness, let us 
do it no longer. Let us show by 
our kind and Christian spirit that 
we are the lovers of all men ; and 



by out candour that we are the 
lovers of all truth ; and that in all 
our efforts in behalf of Unitarian 
Christianity, our most earnest desire 
and solemn purpose is to promote 
the highest practical efficacy of the 
gospel. 

Rev. Mr. Brooks, of Hingham, 
addressed the meeting briefly, on the 
benefits which would result to the 
cause of liberal Christianity from a 
greater attention to biblical learning. 
It was important that greater means 
be provided for the encouragement 
of thorough scholarship, with a view 
to a more accurate and perfect trans* 
lation of the Scriptures. 

Rev. Mr. Farr, of Gardner, fol- 
lowed Mr. Brooks. We profess, 
said he, to hold the true Christian 
faith, the faith of the three first 
centuries. Let me inquire if we 
have the spirit of the believers of 
those times. Have we their strength 
of faith and religious courage ? He 
had been pleased with the prompt- 
ness and zeal manifested by a Roman 
Catholic with whom he lately chanced 
to travel, in defending his faith when 
referred to in conversation. He de- 
sired to see all who profess the Uni- 
tarian faith manifesting a similar 
readiness to vindicate the truth and 
the scriptural and saving character of 
their principles. Let Unitarians, 
wherever they go and hear their 
faith assailed and misrepresented, 
avow themselves Unitarians, — Uni- 
tarian Christians. And let them 
prove the correctness of their faith, 
not merely by words, but by exhibit- 
ing in their lives its fruits of piety 
and holy living. 

Mr. F. alluded to the lamentable 
progress of infidelity in our land. 
How shall we treat this unfortunate 
class of our fellow citizens ? Shall 
we come down upon them with 
harshness and crimination? # Or 
shall we treat them with Christian 
kindness and forbearance? He 
hoped none were in doubt what was 
our duty in this respect. Let us 
speak to their feelings. Let us show 
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by the gentleness and kindness of 
our demeanour towards them, as well 
as by the power of our arguments, 
that Christianity has a vital efficacy, 
a humanizing and elevating influ- 
ence on the characters and tempers 
of those who truly receive it, and 
we shall thus win their attention to 
its evidences. Mr. F. spoke of the 
want of books adapted to the minds 
of the doubting and disbelieving. He 
hoped this want might be soon sup- 
plied. In conclusion, he desired 
devoutly to thank God that he lived 
in a land where he could freely and 
without fear avow his belief in Uni- 
tarian Christianity. 

Rev. Mr. Sewall, of Dan vers, ex- 
pressed the satisfaction he felt in 
having witnessed the animation, the 
zeal, and the truly Christian spirit 
which had characterized the meet* 
ings Of Tuesday and this evening, 
and his gratitude to God for the 
opportunity of joining with his bre- 
thren in expressions of mutual sym- 
pathy and encouragement in their 
Christian labours. The considera- 
tion that, of those present, some, 
before another anniversary, will have 
passed to their final account, should 
stimulate all to diligence in the 
faithful discharge of duty, by labour- 
ing to extend more widely the know- 
ledge and practical influence of the 
pure gospel of Christ. 

The motion for the acceptance of 
the Report having been unanimously 
passed, the meeting was closed with 
prayer by the venerable Dr. Ban- 
croft, who devoutly commended to 
the care and guidance of Almighty 
God, not only the company there 
assembled, but the universal bro- 
therhood of man, and the best inte- 
rests of Christian truth, charity, and 
holiness. 

The impression of this evening 
altogether was delightful. Never 
have we witnessed one more delight- 
ful. The spirit was that of exalted, 
expanded, pure and devoted piety. 
And we are persuaded that there are 
yery few, if one* of that large as* 
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sembly, who went away without 
feeling that there is something in 
Unitarianism, which, if it3 professors 
are true to it, can touch the heart, 
nerve the arm, kindle the highest 
and holiest affections, exalt and save 
the soul. We rejoice in this meeting, 
and we earnestly wish that every 
Unitarian, whether he takes the 
name or not, and every friend and 
foe of Christianity, had been present. 
It would have done much to make 
them more charitable, more humble, 
more devout, and more determined 
to lead holy and useful lives.— 
{Christian Register.) 



Recent Religious Movements in A me* 
rica, a Letter to the Unitarian 
Advocate. 

In former communications, I have 
given some information, and made 
remarks, on the religious movements 
of the present day ; particularly those 
which have distinguished the very 
last season. I expressed the opinion, 
more than once I believe, that al- 
though we object to these move- 
ments, these extremes and excesses 
in religion, although we think them 
unwarranted and unfavorable, yet as 
Unitarians we have nothing to fear 
from them. To this opinion I have 
received confirmation almost every 
day for several months past ; called 
as I have been to visit different parts 
of the State, and having opportunities 
of witnessing the effect of what 
may be called the extravagant as 
well as the exclusive system. That 
this system is doing much for* our 
cause' — to use the language of the 
times — I am fully persuaded ; and I 
will give some facts in support of the 
opinion. 

In Middlesex and Worcester coun- 
ties, there are, to my knowledge, at 
least six towns, which have hereto- 
fore been in quiet attendance on 
orthodox ministrations, but are now 
taking public, legal, and decided 
measures for the introduction and 
establishment of liberal preaching. 
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These measures have been adopted 
in several, if not all these towns, 
within the last three months, and in 
direct consequence of the extrava* 
gance of the dominant party, and 
particularly through the * four days' 
meetings.' I mean that these meet* 
ings and the excesses to which they 
have led, have been the immediate 
occasion of this simultaneous and 
strong movement on the part of the 
more liberal. Unitarians there have 
been, for many years, decided and 
known Unitarians, in all these places. 
But they have either been so much 
a minority as to think it their duty 
to be quiet, or they have preferred 
peace to division, and, however 
strong, have taken no advantage. 
But these recent extravagances, ac- 
companied as they have been in some 
instances with violent denunciation 
and exclusion, have been a little too 
much for their philosophy or their 
religion to bear. They have seen 
that the time had come to act as well 
as to think, to try and use their own 
strength, to stand forth on open high 
ground as the advocates of a rational 
as well as earnest faith, and bring 
reason and religion fairly into the 
conflict with fanaticism and bigotry. 
This they have begun to do, and 
already the consequences are far 
more favourable, than could so soon 
have been expected, to the views we 
hold and the interests we cherish. 

In the town of G— , in the 
county of Worcester, where the 
preaching has long, if not always 
been orthodox, a four days' meeting 
was lately held with no little vehe* 
roence. As soon as it was over, 
many of the society declared they 
could not endure such things pa- 
tiently, and would now see what 
could be done of an opposite cha- 
racter. They called a meeting of the 
parish at once, and by a vote of about 
one hundred and fifty to eighty, dis- 
missed their minister. It being the 
condition of his settlement that be 
should have six months' notice of 
such a step, they voted his salary 



for the six months, but declared it 
their intention to supply the pulpit 
themselves during the interval, leav- 
ing him entirely at liberty. This 
was a more prompt and decisive mea- 
sure than any I have known Unita* 
rians to adopt in similar circum- 
stances. However great their ma- 
jority and undisputed their power, 
they have usually deliberated long, 
made concessions, proposed some 
compromise, yielded at least half 
their lawful rights, until compelled 
to assert them. This yielding and 
conciliating course— conciliating in 
its design at least — has seldom 
answered its purpose; and I am 
inclined to doubt its expediency in 
almost all cases. They to whom 
such concessions are made, are either 
not disposed or not capable of appre- 
ciating them. They never yield any- 
thing themselves, and they cannot 
understand or reciprocate the dis- 
position of others to yield anything. 
On this account I have hardly known 
a case in which Unitarians have not 
lost rather than gained by these con- 
cessions. They get no thanks, but 
something very unlike thanks. They 
would do better to maintain always 
their rights, and exercise their civil 
and religious privileges with a mild, 
liberal spirit, but resolute and un- 
alterable purpose. 

The town of h , in the same 

county, has always had a large num- 
ber of professed Unitarians, some of 
them members of the church, but re- 
maining under the ministration which 
the majority were supposed to prefer. 
Their minister used formerly to ex- 
change with Unitarians, but has not 
done it for some time past, though he 
has always told his liberal parish- 
ioners that his not exchanging was 
only a prudential step, not owing to 
any conscientious scruples of his own. 
Lately he has had a four days' meet- 
ing, &c. — and now finds that he has 
conscientious scruples himself as to 
holding any ministerial intercourse 
with Unitarians, and has refused to 
do it, when formally and respectfully 
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requested by a large number of his 
best people and principal supporters. 
Not only so, but his church has 
altered the form of invitation to 
communion, in such a way as to ex- 
clude Unitarians, who before were 
admitted. The consequence already 
is, that about a third of his parish* 
iooers have resolved to have regular 
Unitarian preaching some evening 
in the week, and have applied to some 
clergymen for that purpose; and I 
trust their application will not be in 
vain. For whenever Christians are 
thus deprived of their equal rights 
and dearest privileges, excluded even 
from the Table of their Lord, to 
which he has invited and commanded 
them to come, excluded too by those 
whom they have long helped to sup- 
port, they ought to be aided by their 
brethren and all friends of religious 
freedom. Liberal ministers ought, 
in my opinion, not only to be willing 
but to take pains and make great 
exertions to carry to them those pri-? 
vileges from which they are so un- 
justly debarred. 

In two other important towns in 
that county, votes have been passed 
in town meetings, expressive of 
marked disapprobation of the extra* 
vagances of the Orthodox, and a 
determination to have liberal preach- 
ing occasionally at least. Although 
the subject has now been called up 
for the first time publicly, it is found 
that the liberal voices were many 
more than had been supposed by 
either side, and their power sufficient 
to change completely the existing 
state of things. And this they will 
soon do, unless they are allowed to 
share the privileges which belong 
equally to all. It is remarkable how 
different is the course taken by the 
two parties in these circumstances. 
The one, however strong they may 
be, able often to do anything they 
wish, legally and fairly, yet remain 
quiet under a most unequal dispen- 
aation, relinquishing for the sake of 
peace half or the whole of their 
risrhts. and safferinff encroachment 



and abuse until their forbearance is 
made a crime, and they are actually 
driven to choose between resistance 
and destruction. The other party, 
however small and feeble, are never 
easy till they have not only some but 
all power and privilege in their own 
hands, refusing to make any accom- 
modation, even appearing to regard 
disorganization, disunion, the break- 
ing up of friendships and neighbour- 
hood, as a cheap price, with which to 
purchase and secure their own entire 
dominion. And when all is done, 
the inference they draw from these 
opposite courses, is, that the former 
are wholly indifferent to religion, 
while the latter value it more than 
ail things else. What logic i What 
religion ! * Blessed are the peace- 
makers, for they shall inherit the 
kingdom of God/ 

There are several towns in Mid* 
dlesex county, in which movements 
have recently been made by the libe- 
ral-minded, similar to those I have 
mentioned. In Hopkinton, public 
measures have been taken and made 
known through the papers of the day. 
A particular account of their pro- 
ceedings was given in a late number 
of the Christian Register. I will 
only add to that, that according to 
the votes there recorded, they have 
had a third service several weeks on 
Sunday evening conducted by Uni» 
tarian clergymen, and attended, I am 
happy to say, by the aged senior 
pastor of the society, who expresses 
feelings which would prevent all dif- 
ficulty, if they were generally che- 
rished and exercised by his brethren 
toward those who differ. The junior 
pastor is to leave the society in 
March, but the act of dismission does 
not extend, as I understand it, to his 
elder colleague. 

The town of B , in Middlesex, 

affords a striking illustration of the 
truth of what I just said about the 
yielding temper and its opposite. In 
this town, 1 believe, two-thirds of 
the voters are liberal— a majority 
certainly. A short time ago, they 
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asked permission of their orthodox 
minister and his particular friends to 
have four Sundays in the year for 
their own use, that they might hear 
liberal ministers. They were re- 
fused! Two-thirds of the town 
wished only to have four days out of 
fifty-two to themselves, consenting 
to hear and to support orthodox 
preaching the other forty-eight, and 
were refused ! Finding that a request 
so extremely, so extravagantly mode- 
rate, we might almost say, was de- 
nied them by a minority, they said at 
once that if they could not have so 
little, they would take a great deaL 
They therefore voted to use the house 
of worship two Sundays in each of 
several months. I am not sure how 
many, but less by a good deal than 
they could claim. They are now 
hearing Unitarian preaching such a 
proportion of the time. 

In another neighbouring town, 
they have just dismissed their ortho- 
dox minister by a vote of two-thirds 
of the whole town. I have other 
places in mind, in which something 
of the same kind has been done ; but 
as I have not personal, accurate 
knowledge of their movements, I 
will not attempt an account. I have 
stated enough to sustain me in two 
conclusions. 

First, it is plain that the assertion 
made so often by the Orthodox, par- 
ticularly in the Spirit of the Pilgrims 
— that we oppose four days' meet- 
ings and the like measures, merely 
because we fear their effects upon 
our own ranks — has no support in 
fact, if it have in reason. We pre- 
dicted and we see all around us, that 
the effects are decidedly good for us 
as Unitarians, disgusting many with 
the opposite system, and shewing all 
the necessity of fearless and imme- 
diate action. And if we did not fear, 
that many who are driven from 
orthodoxy will be driven from all 
religion ; if we did not think it always 
wrong to desire or permit evil that 
good may come, partial good from 
great evil, we should rejoice rather 



than lament over these extrava- 
gances. After all, I must say for 
myself, it is not the principle of these 
multiplied meetings and unusual ex- 
ertions that I object to, but the way 
in which they are conducted, the 
enormities in doctrine and conduct 
which they are allowed to sanction. 
The meetings themselves and the 
exertions may be right, may be 
needed, for religion's sake — but this 
is a question of some difficulty, on 
which I will not enter here. 

Again— it is to be observed as of 
some importance, that all these towns 
of which I have spoken have for 
many years, we may say always, 
been subjected to orthodox influ- 
ences, and no other. They have had 
no Unitarian preaching at all, and in 
most of them little Unitarian reading. 
In such circumstances, how has it 
happened that they have come out 
so generally anti-orthodox? Is it 
not singular, that so many Unitarian 
Societies have been formed, and so 
many more are now forming, in the 
hands of Trinitarians ? One would 
suppose it might check a little the 
tone of confidence with which they 
assert the intrinsic power, the obvi- 
ous truth and excellence of their sys- 
tem, when they see that another and 
very different system is sowing its 
seeds in the very soil on which they 
are labouring, and all they do seems 
but to quicken the enemy's tares, 
causing them to spring in rank pro- 
fusion and crowd out all else. May 
it not be, that they are striving to 
destroy the seeds which the God of 
nature has himself planted, and there- 
fore striving in vain ? 

The ninth half-yearly Report of 
Dr. Tuckerman's labours as Minister 
at large (or Domestic Missionary) in 
Boston, U. S., has just reached us. 
We regret to see that his philan- 
thropic labours were suspended, by 
dangerous illness, for several weeks* 
His visits during the six. months 
ending May 5th were 1321, divided 
between 415 families. He strongly 
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expresses his wish for an assistant, 
and his conviction, from the effects 
produced, that this ministry will be- 
come a permanent institution. It 
appears that New York (the Unita- 
rians, there we presume) was about 
to follow the example of Boston. 



IRELAND. 

Correspondence between the Members of the 
Eustace- Street Congregation, Dublin, and 
their late Minister, the Rev. James Marti- 
neau*. 

Rev. and dear Sir, — It being the 
wish of some of your friends here 
(whose names are annexed) to give 
some expression to the sense which 
they entertain of your talents, zeal, 
and private worth, we are deputed 
to convey to you the assurance of 
their sincere regard. 

It is apparent that a difference of 
opinion exists upon the circumstances 
which led to your resignation. We 
shall therefore confine ourselves to a 
subject with respect to which there 
is no diversity of opinion. Some of 
your friends think with you that the 
royal bounty acts as an impediment 
to true religion ; whilst others con- 
scientiously consider it an indispen- 
sable support. But we all cordially 
unite in unfeigned respect for the 
lofty integrity manifested by its re- 
jection. Here, as in every other 
part of your life and conversation, 
while among us, we recognize an 
honest man ; and, differing as we do 
about other matters, we all know 
how to appreciate this * noblest work 
of God/ 

Nor can we, keeping in view the 
right of private judgment on all 
points, refrain from expressing our 
high admiration of the ministry of 
one who so fully and fearlessly de- 
clared what in his conscience he 
believed to be the whole counsel of 
God, and who has never been dis- 

* For the reasons which led to their sepa- 
ration, see Mr. Martineau's admirable letter 
ou the receipt of the Parliamentary Grant by 
the Presbyterian ministers of Ireland, inserted 
in the Monthly Repository for December 
last. 



posed to assume any authority over 
the opinions of his people, but, on 
the contrary, has been most anxious 
that they should think for them- 
selves. 

In entreating your acceptance of 
the accompanying tribute of sincere 
regard, we rejoice at the opportunity 
thus afforded of expressing our sen- 
timents. You have now entered on 
the discharge of other pastoral duties. 
— That these may be a source of hap- 
piness to yourself, and advantageous 
to your people, is our earnest hope ; 
and we entreat you to be assured 
that your character, public and pri- 
vate, has deeply interested numbers 
in your welfare, and that you leave 
behind you many warm friends. 

Joseph Hone, 
Jno. Classon, 
R. M. Peile, Jun. 
R. Hutton, 
Wm. Drennan. 
Dublin, July Mth, 1832. 

[77 signatures followed.] 

ANSWER. 

Dear and generous Friends, — The 
munificent expression of regard 
which you have conveyed to me in 
the name of many from whom I have 
grieved to dissever myself, has touch- 
ed and humbled, while it has encou- 
raged me. It has touched me by adding 
an overpowering claim on a gratitude 
already due, and already felt, towards 
those among whom the first years of 
my active life have been happily 
passed. It has humbled me by re- 
minding me how much more I should 
have done to merit an approbation 
so generously disproportionate to the 
value of my ministry and character. 
And it has encouraged me by assur- 
ing me that acts of simple duty are 
never without their sympathy, and 
that these are times in which, to the 
earnest lover of truth and righteous- 
ness, faith in man is a feeling scarcely 
less appropriate than trust in God. 

The principle involved in the act 
which led to my resignation, I am 
content to leave to the decision of 
that enlightened public opinion which 
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will be the natural result of candid 
and frequent discussion. It is enough 
for me to hope that to that discussion 
the events in which I have borne a 
share may give some impulse ; and 
that, with my present convictions, 
any course but that which I have 
pursued would have exposed me to 
the just reprobation of upright men, 
and the scorn of my own mind. I 
beg you to assure the friends in 
whose name you have acted that, 
through whatever future scenes Pro- 
vidence may conduct me, I shall 
retain a grateful remembrance of 
their wholly-unmerited generosity 
and feebly-meritedregard, and desire 
their best welfare with an earnest- 
ness undiminished by separation. 
Believe me ever 
Your grateful and faithful 

James Martineau. 



REMONSTRANT SYNOD OF 
ULSTER. 

This reverend body assembled in 
the meeting house of the Rev. James 
Davis, of Banbridge, on Tuesday, 
17th July, for the purpose of holding 
their annual meeting. The late Mo- 
derator, the Rev. F. Blakely, com- 
menced the proceedings, by preaching 
from 2d Corinthians, iv. 5. — " For 
we preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus, the Lord." From these words, 
he proceeded to point out, at consi- 
derable length, the insufficiency and 
presumption of human authority, in- 
terposed instead of the book of reve- 
lation ; and showed, that, taking 
Christ for his Master, he neither 
could nor durst admit of any inter- 
ference, on the part of fallible men 
like himself. He contended, that 
creed-making was a device of priests, 
whether Protestant or Catholic, re- 
■orted to for the purpose of support- 
ing their own authority and influence. 
He next gave a luminous view of the 
preaching of Christ and his Apostles ; 
and concluded by vindicating the 
claims of Unitarians to the character 
of Christian teachers. The discourse, 
considered merely in reference to 



the ability which it manifested, was 
strongly characterized by great power 
and eloquence. Of this, the best 
proof was afforded by the deep in- 
terest with which it was listened to, by 
a very crowded audience of persons 
of various religious denominations, 
although it occupied nearly two hours 
in the delivery. We understand, that 
the sermon is to be published, toge- 
ther with one preached by the same 
gentlemen, at the meeting of Synod 
last year in Lame. After Mr. 
Blakely had concluded, he constituted 
the Synod by prayer. He then re- 
quested that a successor might be 
chosen to him. The Rev. Mr. Davis, 
and the Rev. Mr. Campbell, of Tem- 
plepatrick, were then put in nomina- 
tion ; but the latter gentleman having 
begged leave to waive his claims, the 
Rev. Mr. Davis was unanimously 
chosen Moderator for the ensuing 
year. The clerk then proceeded to 
read the minutes of last year, out of 
which nothing of general interest 
arose ; and the Synod adjourned at 
six o'clock, till ten the next day. 

The Synod met the next morn- 
ing at ten o'clock, when the minutes 
of Tuesday's meeting, relative to 
the recognition of the Remonstrant 
Synod, by Government, as an inde- 
pendent body, and a communication 
from the General Assembly of Ame- 
rica, to the General Synod of Ulster, 
were read. Some conversation arose, 
on reading the overture of last year 
appointing a Committee to watch over 
the civil rights of this body, respecting 
the returns which have been made 
to the Government of this country 
of the number of the Presbyterians in 
Ireland ; and, in consequence of some 
information which was given to the 
Synod by some of its members, it 
was resolved, that the Committee for 
watching over the civil rights of the 
Remonstrant Synod, appointed at its 
last meeting in Larne, be continued ; 
that the Rev. F. Blakelv, with I. W. 
Glenny, Esq., Mr. Emerson, and Dr. 
Stewart, elders, be added to it ; and 
that the Ministers of tlus Synod shall 
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immediately make returns to this 
Committee of the number of seat- 
holders, and others, for whom they 
respectively officiate : and that the 
Committee shall take such steps as 
may seem expedient to them, in con- 
sequence of these returns. 

Mr. Charles M'Alister, a student 
of three years' standing, who has 
hitherto been under the care of the 
Presbytery of Bangor, in connexion 
with the General Synod of Ulster, 
having expressed his wish to be taken 
under the care of the Remonstrant 
Synod, was placed, at his own re- 
quest, under the care of the Remon- 
strant Presbytery of Bangor. 

At twelve o'clock, the Rev. Mr. 
Glenny preached an eloquent and 
impressive sermon, from Matthew xx. 
chap. 26th, 27th, and 28th verses. 
The Reverend preacher took an op- 
portunity of tracing the progress of 
that departure from the simplicity of 
the Gospel, which grew up, as he 
alleged, into the unscriptural domi- 
nation of the Church of Rome ; and, 
which, 6ince the days of the Refor- 
mation, has continued to infect the 
Christian Church. The Rev. Gen- 
tleman proceeded to show, at great 
length, and with much ability, the 
evils which have resulted from the 
assumption of the unscriptural power, 
by some portions of the people, of 
deciding on the points of faith which 
it is necessary that all who attached 
themselves to the Christian Church 
should hold. 

The result respecting Mr. M'Clean 
and the congregation of Creggen 
was, that a Committee of the Synod 
was appointed to meet at Creggen, 
on Friday, the 27th instant, to insti- 
tute a rigid investigation into all the 
circumstances which led that congre- 
gation to secede from the Synod of 
Ulster, and to request to be taken 
under the care of the Remonstrants. 

On Thursday morning, the Synod 
met at ten o'clock. After the reading 
of the minutes of the last Session, a 
letter was read from the Rev. George 
Harris, of Glasgow, as Secretary of 



the Scottish Unitarian Association, 
containing a resolution, passed at the 
last meeting of that Society, congra- 
tulating the Remonstrants on the 
victory which they had achieved over 
religious bigotry and intolerance. A 
letter from the Rev. James Arm- 
strong, Clerk of the Synod of Mun- 
ster, was also read, from which it 
appeared, that that Synod approved of 
the triennial meeting of the three 
non-subscribing bodies, (the two 
Synods and the Presbytery of An- 
trim,) proposed by the Remonstrants, 
at their last meeting ; but expressed 
a doubt of the possibility of effecting 
so desirable an object, from the local 
situation of the several bodies. The 
Synod of Munster, however, ex- 
pressed a wish, that a deputation of 
the Remonstrants might be appointed 
to attend their next meeting in 
Dublin, and to confer with them 
upon this subject. In consequence 
of this request, Messrs. Porter and 
Blakely were appointed to attend the 
next annual meeting of the Synod of 
Munster. 

Mr. Montgomery, in an eloquent 
speech, directed the attention of the 
Synod to the necessity of providing, 
with all possible speed, adequate 
theological instruction for the students 
under their care. At the same time 
he pointed out to them the impossi- 
bility of appointing a respectable 
permanent teacher of theology during 
the present winter ; and concluded by 
proposing, as a temporary expedient, 
until the Synod might be in a situa- 
tion to make such an appointment, 
that a Committee be named to con- 
sult with the Presbytery of Antrim, 
and to obtain from them aid and 
counsel, in the theological instruction 
of their students, during the ensuing 
Session. To this proposition the 
Synod unanimously acceded. 

'A conversation of considerable 
length took place, respecting the 
Fund of the 44 Association for the 
Protection of the Rights of Con- 
science," and the steps which should 
be taken by the Synod for increasing 
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tjhat Fund. Several plans were sug- 
gested by different members ; but 
the conclusion at which the Synod 
arrived was, that they should make a 
respectful application to the trustees 
of the Fund, requesting them to send 
such deputations as they might deem 
proper to the several towns in Ire- 
land ; and that the Ministers of this 
body should be instructed to assist 
the deputations in obtaining sub- 
scriptions. 

The Synod then proceeded to pass 
several overtures of considerable im- 
portance; and we regret that our 
space will not permit us to give 
even a brief outline of the eloquent 
speeches, fraught with the most use- 
ful instruction, delivered by the 
movers and seconders, on introducing 
- those overtures to the notice of the 
Synod. We can, at present, only 
mention the objects contemplated by 
the resolutions. The first was, that 
a Committee should be appointed to 
compose or compile a volume of 
prayers, suitable for the use of the 
families connected with this body. 
The object of the second was, to 
appoint Sunday, the 16th day of 
September next, as a day of thanks- 
giving to Almighty God, for the 
great blessings which this Synod 
have experienced at His hand. The 
third overture recommended to the 
Ministers of the Remonstrant Synod, 
the propriety of holding occasional 
meetings at convenient places, in 
their respective parishes, for the pur- 
pose of affording familiar instruction 
to the young and inexperienced of 
their congregations. In the next 
overture, the Synod enjoin the re- 
spective Presbyteries, in their con- 
nexion, not to sustain as a piece of 
judicial trials any sermon delivered 
before them by the students under 
their care, which shall not be repeat- 
ed, (not read,) that by this means, the 
students may acquire greater fluency 
and energy in the delivery of their 
public discourses ; and it is recom- 
mended to probationers to continue 
the same salutary practice. By the 



last overture, the Synod, afterex- 
pressing their regret that the system 
originally adopted by the Kildare- 
street Society had been so perverted 
by the injudicious zeal of some of its 
supporters, as to deprive that Society 
of the confidence of the people of this 
country, resolve to present petitions 
to both Houses of Parliament, in 
favour of the new system of National 
Education, proposed to be adopted in 
Ireland. 

The thanks of the , Synod were 
then voted to Mr. Joseph Glenny, of 
Newry, and to Messrs. Alexander 
and John Montgomery, of Belfast, 
for their kindness in devoting their 
time and professional labours to the 
cause of the Remonstrants in their 
difficulties ; and, also, to the Rev. 
James Davis, and the respectable 
inhabitants of Banbridge, and its 
neighbourhood, for the attention 
which the Remonstrants had received 
at their hands during their sittings. 
The Synod concluded with prayer. — 
{Bible Christian). 

HOME INTELLIGENCE. 
Southern Unitarian Society. 
Retort of the Committee read at 
the Annual Meeting of the Mem- 
bers held at Newport, June 27, 
1832. Dr. Carpenter in the chair. 

In presenting the Annual Report to 
the Members, the Committee have 
reason to express their belief that 
the Society has been as useful in the 
accomplishment of its objects during 
the past year, as at any former 
period. It has been the means of 
placing many valuable controversial 
works in the hands of those who, 
probably, would not otherwise have 
possessed them ; it has aided the 
cause of piety and virtue by its prac- 
tical and devotional works ; it has 
assisted in the instruction of the 
young by its Sunday School and 
other publications ; and it has pro : 
moted the genuine knowledge of the 
Scriptures by the diffusion of small 
tracts, expressly calculated to re- 
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commend the principles of Unitarian- 
ism. While your Committee rejoice 
in the continuance of all these me- 
thods, contemplated by your Society 
for the promotion of the " truth, as 
it is in Jesus," they would beg leave, 
at the present time, to call the at- 
tention of the members to the ad- 
vantage of apportioning a consider- 
able part of the amount of their sub- 
scriptions to the nomination of the 
smaller tracts of the catalogue for 
gratuitous distribution among their 
neighbours. A difficulty has some- 
times been felt in finding suitable 
opportunities for the distribution of 
such tracts. Your Committee, in 
compliance with the wishes of some 
members of the Southern Unitarian 
Fund Society, at the last Annual 
Meeting at Portsmouth, beg leave 
to suggest that a portion of such 
nominations might be distributed at 
the doors of the chapels, at such 
times as the Missionary of that So- 
ciety makes his periodical visits to 
the different congregations in the 
district. Any member who felt dis- 
posed to make use of his subscrip- 
tion for this purpose, by placing his 
tracts at the disposal of the Mission- 
ary, or other suitable persons, might 
thus be assured of their being dis- 
tributed with a probability of their 
producing the most desirable results. 
The members of the Southern Uni- 
tarian Society, in particular, who are 
connected with the Newport congre- 
gation, have also an opportunity af- 
forded them of distributing tracts at 
the close of the monthly meetings, 
held in the chapel, on the first Tues- 
day in the month, for the perusal of 
tracts and the communication of re- 
ligious intelligence. A considerable 
number of useful tracts have thus 
been dispersed, and, it is hoped, much 
advantage may attend a continuance 
of the same plan. 

In the Catalogue of the Society, 
this year, will be found a portion of 
the tracts published by the 44 Ameri- 
can Unitarian Association,** which 
are admirably adapted to promote 



the purposes of this ' Society, and 
may be regarded as the most valua- 
ble addition that has been made to 
its list for many years. It is sin- 
cerely believed that, by the wide cir- 
culation of these tracts, in addition 
to those which are of 44 pure En- 
glish growth," the knowledge of our 
sentiments will be greatly increased, 
and the progress of Divine Truth 
much advanced. The service which 
English Unitarians rendered the 
cause, in awakening the attention of 
America to the long- neglected but 
genuine doctrines of the Gospel, by 
the writings of Lindsey and Priest- 
ley, will thus be amply repaid by the 
assistance English Unitarianism may 
receive from the delightful produc- 
tions of her Channing, Tuckerman, 
and Ware. 

There is one book in the Cata- 
logue of your Society which your 
Committee would beg leave particu- 
larly to recommend for distribution. 
At a time when so much unmerited 
obloquy has been thrown upon Uni- 
tarians by persons connected with 
the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, when some of its more bigoted 
members have seceded from it, rather 
than associate with Unitarians in the 
circulation of the Scriptures, and 
when even those who advocate co- 
operation with them affect no con- 
cealment of an illiberal and hostile 
feeling toward them, defending a 
union with them solely on the ground 
of expediency, it may become a mat- 
ter of importance to Unitarians, and 
especially to such of them as deem 
it advisable to have no connexion 
with that Society, to make such So- 
cieties as yours 44 established for 
promoting the genuine knowledge of 
the Scriptures, and the practice of 
virtue, by the distribution of books," 
in some measure supply the want of 
a Unitarian Bible Society. This, 
your Society may now do to a 
greater extent than formerly, as its 
Catalogue contains, in addition to 
the ** Improved Version," so well 
known and highly appreciated, 44 Pal- 
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frey's New Testament," conformed 
to the text of Griesbach ; a transla- 
tion which, from its not deviating 
from that in common use, except 
where the true meaning of doctrinal 
passages renders it absolutely neces- 
sary, is, perhaps, better suited for 
general distribution and popular use 
than the Improved Version. Your 
Committee think that they may safely 
recommend that version for private 
perusal, as well as for distribution 
among the poor, as being, in many 
respects, preferable to that in com- 
mon use. 

Your Committee, having examined 
the Treasurer's accounts, are happy 
to state that the funds of the Society 
are in a satisfactory condition. In 
delivering up their trust into your 
hands, they entertain the hope that 
the state of the Society will afford 
you satisfaction, and that the present 
meeting of its members will be pro- 
ductive of an increased zeal in its 
support and encouragement to perse- 
vere in the good work of emanci- 
pating the minds of our brethren 
from prejudice and error, and build- 
ing up ourselves and others in the 
knowledge of the true doctrines of 
the Gospel. They cannot conclude 
their Report better than by urging 
you to increased exertion in support 
of this Society, in the words of an 
eloquent address, delivered before 
the Lancashire and Cheshire Tract 
Society, by the Rev. Mr. Robberds. 
44 Thus, fellow-Christians, it appears 
that our Tract Society may be made 
useful for the promotion of genuine 
Christianity, and its proper ac- 
companiments, Christian virtue and 
piety. Nor shall we whilst thus 
using it be merely the ministers of 
good to others. Often, I should think, 
a portion of the benefits will be 
found remaining with ourselves. 
Often, most probably, shall we, our- 
selves, receive valuable impressions 
as we cast our eyes over the pages 
which we propose to put into the 
hands of others. And thus our con- 
cern for the welfare of others, and 



our care for their souls, will be 
blessed to our own admonition and 
improvement. I trust there are some 
of us who, before now, have felt this 
in their own experience, and can 
truly say of such charity, 4 it blesseth 
him that gives, as well as him that 
receives.' " 



EASTERN UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 

Thb Twentieth Anniversary of the 
Eastern Unitarian Society was held 
at Framlingham, on the last Wed- 
nesday in June, and the following 
day. On Wednesday evening, the 
Rev. Henry Hawkes, of Norwich, 
introduced the service, and the Rev. 
Henry Squire, of Yarmouth, deli- 
vered an interesting and practical 
sermon, on ** The Christian duty of 
avowing and extending our religious 
opinions," from Luke xii. 8, 9.— 
44 After commenting on the noble ex- 
ample of our Saviour's apostles, the 
preacher applied the words to the 
present state of Christendom, no- 
ticed some objections to active exer- 
tion in diffusing our peculiar senti- 
ments, and showed the Christian ob- 
ligation we are under to employ it. 
He suggested, in conclusion, the 
manner and the means by which this 
may be best effected ; recommend- 
ing mildness and freedom from the 
unholy spirit of party, and preferring 
judicious conversation to either books 
or preaching for accomplishing the 
desirable end." 

After service, the friends from a 
distance, and many of the congrega- 
tion, adjourned to the inn, where 
supper was prepared ; and the rest 
of the evening was spent partly in 
social conversation, and partly in 
discussing subjects of general inte- 
rest, proposed at the time. 

The next morning, the introduc- 
tory part of the service was con- 
ducted by the Rev. Jerom Murch, of 
Diss ; and the Rev. Henry Hawkes 
delivered a sermon from Luke xiii. 7, 
to show that Christian controversy 
was a universal reformer and friend 
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of peace. He first entered upon a 
refutation of the prevailing objeo 
tions to religious controversy ; show- 
ing that, in almost every instance, 
they were grounded on the abuse of 
the thing, or proceeded from a dis* 
position to unreasonable inactivity. 
He then brought forward arguments 
for it; showing that Christian con- 
troversy was perfectly amiable and 
benevolent in itself ; urging that it 
was necessary, in order to withstand 
the objections to the Christian reli- 
gion ; to remove the corruptions of 
ignorance, servility, and superstition 
from Christian worship ; and, even 
among more enlightened Christians,- 
to establish more rational views of 
the nature of the Scriptures them- 
selves, and the doctrines they con- 
tain. He maintained, that to every 
one who believed he might make it 
serviceable to these ends, Christian 
controversy became a positive duty. 
He advised, therefore, that all our 
associations, ministers, congrega- 
tions, and every individual Unita- 
rian, should do whatever they could, 
in their respective spheres, to rein- 
force the work with tenfold energy ; 
and that they should encourage our 
periodical literature to take a still 
more commandipg stand in the 
struggle for moral and religious re- 
form. And he concluded with ap- 
plying the subject to the present 
times ; showing that, now that the 
people had begun to feel and enforce 
their supreme right in civil govern- 
ment, Christian controversy was 
more than ever necessary, to free 
Christ's religion from all enfeebling 
mixtures, and to cherish a yet far 
more elevated moral tone among the 
people. 

After service there was a more 
than usually interesting meeting for 
transacting the business of the So- 
ciety ; — Mr. Alexander, of Yar- 
mouth, in the chair. The Commit- 
tee's Report stated, among a variety 
of other information, that during the 
past year, courses of Controversial 
Lectures had been delivered at Yar- 



mouth, Diss, and the Octagon, Nor- 
wich ; and that, at the New Unita- 
rian Chapel, Norwich, a course of 
lectures had been delivered to the 
young people of the congregation on 
Hebrew poetry. At Yarmouth and 
Diss, the congregations were rather 
on the increase. The young people 
of the New Unitarian Congregation, 
Norwich, had presented the Chapel 
with a handsome Bible on the pre- 
ceding New Year's Day. At the 
Octagon, an apparatus had been 
erected for lighting the place with 
gas, which had been done with an 
elegance in character with the build- 
ing. At Ditchingham, a room had 
been opened for public worship by 
the Rev. William J. Bakewell. An- 
other was on the point of being 
opened at Mendlesham. And, at 
Bramfield and Yoxford, there were 
encouraging signs of a growing in- 
terest in Unitarianism. And, in the 
book department, the report was 
equally gratifying; the Society hav- 
ing put into circulation, since the 
last anniversary, more than six hun- 
dred copies of works. Before the 
meeting closed, it was resolved, — 
'* That this Association feel bound 
to offer their thanks to his Majesty's 
Ministers for the plan of education 
they have adopted for the Irish peo- 
ple, and to express a hope that those 
Ministers will not suffer that plan 
to be defeated by a factious and 
bigoted opposition." 

An economical dinner was pro- 
vided at the inn, where the friends 
again assembled, to the number of 
about forty ; on which occasion, Mr. 
Gaze, of Norwich, was requested to 
take the chair. When the cloth was 
drawn, the number was considerably 
increased. And a pleasant social in- 
terest was kept up for several hours ; 
during which they were addressed 
on many subjects of local and gene- 
ral interest by their esteemed Chair- 
man, and Messrs. Alexander, Elam 
Crisp, John Withers Dowson, John 
Esdail, Henry Hawkes, Henry Mar- 
tineau, Jerom Murch, Henry Squire, 
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and Samuel Say Toms. The simple, 
impressive, and affecting earnestness 
of the venerable Mr. Toms, *' the 
Patriarch of the District," and the 
brilliance of Mr. Esdail's eloquence, 
must have left a lasting interest 
with all who heard them. 



WARWICKSHIRE UNITARIAN 
TRACT SOCIETY. 

The Twenty-sixth Annual General 
Meeting of the Unitarian Tract So- 
ciety, established in Birmingham for 
Warwickshire and the neighbouring 
counties, was held at Wolverhamp- 
ton, on Tuesday, July 31, 1832. In 
the morning, there was a religious 
service at the recently-erected chapel 
in Snow-Hill. The Rev. Samuel 
Bache, of Birmingham, conducted the 
devotions of the congregation, and 
the Rev. Richard Astley, of Shrews- 
bury, delivered a very able and judi- 
cious discourse, from Romans x. 9. 
The business of the Society was 
then transacted, when several new 
names were added to the list of sub- 
scribers. Between thirty and forty 
gentlemen afterwards dined together. 
Joseph Pearson, Esq., in the chair. 
The meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. R. Astley, Rev. S. Bache, 
Rev. T. Davis, of Evesham, Rev. H. 
Hutton, Rev. S. Hunter, Rev. R. 
Kell, Rev. J. Kentish, Rev. R. 
Lloyd, and Rev. J. R. Wreford, and 
other gentlemen. The day was spent 
agreeably and profitably. Many great 
topics of common interest were 
dwelt on by the several speakers 
with much animation, and an in- 
creasing attachment to the grand 
cause of truth, righteousness, and 
freedom was, it is hoped, promoted 
by the services and employments of 
the day. 

J. R. Wreford, Secretary. 



THE 

BRIDGEWATER CONGREGATION. 
The Rev. William Steiil Brown has 
resigned the charge of the B ridge - 
water congregation, and has removed 



with his family to America : he sailed 
from Bristol on the 1 4th of August, 
in the Pilot, for Boston. 

The congregation have sustained a 
serious loss in his removal, and will 
long and deeply regret the departure 
of a Minister, who united with talents 
of a very high order a kind and 
amiable disposition, that won the 
hearts of all who had the happiness 
of knowing him : that the attachment 
was mutual may be seen from the 
following letters. The first is from 
the Minister to the congregation, an- 
nouncing his intended departure. 

* Bridgewater, July 15th, 1832. 
' To the Congregation assembling in Christ 
Church Chapel. 

* My dear Friends, — Although it 
is known to most, if not all of you, 
that it is my intention shortly to 
leave England, yet, in the situation 
in which I stand as your Minister, 
there is undoubtedly a propriety in 
making a more formal announce- 
ment of that intention. 

* Those of you with whom I have 
enjoyed the pleasure of daily, and 
almost hourly, intercourse, must be 
well aware how long and how pro- 
foundly I have admired the religious, 
moral, and political situation of the 
United States, and, how earnestly I 
have wished, both for myself and 
children, to enjoy a situation so fa- 
vourable in my opinion to the happy 
development of the moral and intel- 
lectual character. I think I now 
perceive my course clearly marked 
out, leading to the attainment of 
larger means of usefulness and com- 
fort to myself, and ultimately to a 
degree of prosperity to my children, 
which in this, my native land, it 
would he absurd to anticipate. 

4 1 cannot separate myself from 
friends with whom I have lived in 
such a delightful interchange of 
kindness and affection, — who have 
heaped upon me kindnesses 1 am well 
aware far beyond my deserts, — with- 
out expressing my deep and lasting 
gratitude, and assuring them that, 
whatever distance may separate us, I 
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shall never forget the kind friends I 
have left behind at' Bridgewater, and 
that my prayers shall often arise to 
the Father of all Mercies for their 
moral and spiritual welfare — for their 
worldly comfort and their eternal 
salvation. 

* Believe me, 
* My dear and valued friends, 
'Most truly and affectionately yours, 
' W. Steill Brown.' 
To this letter the congregation re- 
turned the following reply : — 

4 Christ Church Chapel, 
4 Bridgewater, 22nd July, 1832. 

« To the Rev. W. Steill Brown, 
1 Minister of the Unitarian Congregation, 
1 Bridgewater. 

* Dear Sir, — In acknowledging 
the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
inst, in which you state your inten- 
tion of leaving your native land to 
settle in the United States of Ame- 
rica, we cannot refrain from express- 
ing the deep regret we feel at the 
prospect of parting from a Minister 
whose high character and distin- 
guished abilities have obtained the 
respect and admiration of Christians 
of all denominations, and have been 
eminently successful in allaying the 
prejudice and bigotry with which the 
Unitarians have been heretofore re- 
garded. 

' Connected, as we have been, by 
mutual ties of friendship and affec- 
tion, we feel deeply interested in 
your future welfare; and we earnestly 
pray that the Divine Author of our 
Being may conduct you safely to the 
land of your adoption, and lead you 
to a situation where your great talents 
may be employed in improving the 
moral and intellectual condition of 
your fellow-creatures, and in provid- 
ing for the permanent happiness and 
prosperity of yourself and your be- 
loved family. 

* Separated, as we are about to be, 
by the waters of the great deep, few, 
if any of us, can hope to meet you 
again in this world ; but our fervent 
prayers shall be offered up to the 
Fountain of- all Good, that, in a new 
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and better state of existence, to which 
our hopes lead us, we may renew that 
delightful intercourse which has been 
productive of so much happiness to 
us here, during the few years we have 
been united. 

* As the last token we can offer 
you of our regard, we request you to 
accept the accompanying present,— 
we have only to regret that it is not 
more proportionate to our high esti- 
mate of your deserts, or more com- 
mensurate with the strong feeling3 of 
attachment to you by which we are 
bound. 

* Believe us to remain, with the 
best wishes for your temporal and 
eternal welfare, 

* Your attached and affectionate 
friends.' 

■ 

This letter was signed by the mem- 
bers of the congregation, and accom- 
panied by a congregational subscrip- 
tion. 

The following Address was also 
presented to him, signed by a large 
proportion of the respectable inha- 
bitants of the town, of different 
religious denominations, including 
Churchmen, Independents, Baptists, 
Methodists, Members of the Society 
of Friends, Unitarians, &c, all bear- 
ing testimony to the high estimation 
in which he was held : — 

• To the Rev. Wm. Steill Brown, 
' Minister of the Unitarian Congregation, 
' Bridgewater. 

' We, the undersigned, inhabitants 
of Bridgewater, having heard with 
sentiments of deep regret your de- 
termination to leave this country, 
hasten to assure you that we enter- 
tain feelings of the highest respect 
and esteem for your public and private 
character. 

* Whilst we sincerely lament that 
this country does not offer those pros- 
pects of future independence for 
your family which you may fairly 
expect to realize in America, we en- 
treat you to believe that you will 
carry with you our warmest wishes 
for your welfare, and our earnest 
hopes that, in the land of liberty and 
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independence to which you are re- 
moving, your high character and 
great talents may receive their ap- 
propriate reward. 

* Those amongst us who have had 
the good fortune to place our sons 
with you as a teacher, cannot allow 
this opportunity to pass without ex- 
pressing our acknowledgments of 
the advantages they have received 
under your tuition, as well as our 
unfeigned thanks for the kind and 
gentlemanly treatment they have in- 
variably experienced at your hands ; 
we consider your qualifications in this 
respect to be of the highest order, 
and we can only contemplate your 
complete success, should you have 
the happiness to be thrown into a 
society by whom they can be fully 
appreciated.' 

A handsome piece of plate was 
also presented to him, bearing the 
following inscription : — 

Presented 
To the Rev. William Steill Brown, 
By his friends at Bridgewater, 
As a token of their high esteem and regard, 
And of their very sincere regret 
At his departure from his native land. 
l('th August, 1832. 

The Rev. Mortimer Maurice, who 
has lately left York College, is at 
present supplying for the Bridge* 
water congregation. 



By a clause in the " Clandestine 
Marriage Bill," which the Solicitor- 
General for Ireland was lately en- 
gaged in carrying through the House 
of Commons, the Presbyterians of 
Ireland would have been deprived of 
the right which they possess to cele- 
brate marriages even though one of 
the parties should be an Episcopalian. 
The circumstance was happily disco- 
vered, and the Bill has since been 
abandoned. 



The letter of T. D. was received. 
The project for a Family Bible is not 
at present in progress ; we shall be 
happy to promote it. The American 



Report, or an abstract of it, wHl ap- 
pear in a future Number. It has not 
yet reached us. 

In consequence of the resignation of 
the Rev. Mr. Scargill, there is now 
a vacancy at Bury St. Edmund's for 
a gentleman who is desirous of pro- 
moting moral and religious improve- 
ment. The congregation is at pre- 
sent small, but there is an endow- 
ment to the Chapel of nearly 80/. per 
annum. 

The congregation assembling in the, 
High Pavement Chapel, Nottingham, 
have lately erected a plain but hand- 
some tablet, in that place of worship, 
to the memory of their late excellent 
pastor, the Rev. James Tayler ; being 
intended as a testimony both of their 
high esteem for his character and 
virtues, as well as of their gratitude 
for his able and faithful services, 
during a period of nearly thirty years* 
The inscription is as follows : — 

Sacred to the Memory » 
of 

The Reverend James Tayler. 
His unaffected piety and holiness of life, 
Enlightened zeal, and benevolence of spirit, 
Habitually exemplified the precepts which. 
He taught, 
And rendered him beloved and admired 
By all to whom he was known. 
Honouring his virtues, and mourning his 
Decease, 
His congregation, 
Over whom he was the faithful Minister 
For nearly 30 years, 
Have erected this Tablet 
As a record of their affection. 
He was born February 15th, 17b'o, 
Became Minister of the High Pavement 
Chapel, 1802, 
And died May 15th, 1831. 

' Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.*— Mali. v. 8. 



OBITUARY. 
At Diss, in Norfolk, July 7, aged 
thirty-eight, Eliza, eldest daughter 
of Meadows Taylor, Esq., in whose 
blameless and useful life and peace- 
ful death her many friends have a 
source of unspeakable consolation. 
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To them her simple, genuine inte- 
grity of mind and conversation, the 
purity of her heart, her warm bene- 
volence and deep devotion, her love 
of truth and openness in its avowal, 
will ever be present when they recall 
her days of health and activity ; nor 
can they fail to be thankful for her 
example under the recollection of 
long and tedious suffering, supported 
with a patience which could only 
belong to a true servant of Christ. 
Such are the privileges of those who 
survive one so loved and respected. 
May these not only touch the hearts, 
but influence the lives, of those who 
lament her loss, and be among the 
most effective as well as precious 
memorials of their Heavenly Father's 
goodness. 

Died, at Cullompton, on the 2Srd 
of July, at the age of sixty- seven, 
Frances Brown, whose life was passed 
in a constant discharge of moral and 
religious duties, and in patiently en- 
during the many-repeated attacks of 
sickness with which she had been 
afflicted. Her faith was enlightened 
and practical ; maintained with zeal, 
and accompanied with the most ex- 
tensive charity. After the death of 
two most valuable relatives (an ex- 
cellent and beloved brother, and a no 
less beloved and affectionate nephew) 
she endeavoured, by every means in 
her power, to supply their place in 
the interesting Christian congrega- 
tion to which she belonged. In the 
support and success of the Sunday 
School, connected with the Society, 
she also felt the liveliest interest, 
which was particularly evinced by 
her personal attendance whenever 
the state of her health did not pre- 
vent ; and she had the satisfaction of 
witnessing, in many instances, the 
beneficial effects of her labours. 
The prosperity of the church and 
of the schools, to which she bo much 
contributed, occupied much of her 
thoughts and best wishes during the 
latter days of her existence; and 
she charged her beloved sister, who 
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anxiously attended her long and try- 
ing illness, to convey her dying re- 
quest and injunction that the sur- 
vivors would, by their zeal, and still 
more by their Christian conduct, de- 
serve and obtain the support of the 
wise and good. Much might be said 
of the general excellence of this de- 
parted friend, but the modesty and 
humility generally inseparable from 
such characters led her to lay a re- 
straint on the expression of these 
feelings. Her example and her pre- 
cepts will, however, long survive 
her; and in them she will still speak. 
The Rev. Messrs. Yates and Heinekin 
gave highly-acceptable and useful 
services, on this mournful occasion, 
the Sunday after the interment. 



THE NEW FRENCH CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, AND ITS CONFES- 
SION OF FAITH. 

From a Correspondent. 

Presuming that it will prove inte- 
resting to your readers, I herewith 
send you a translation of the Profes- 
sion of Faith of a new religious sect 
which has lately sprung up in France, 
and which has assumed the name of 
the French Catholic Church. I n order 
to enable the public to appreciate this 
document, it may be necessary to* 
state a few facts with respect to the 
origin of the sect, as well as its pre- 
sent condition and future prospects. 

Your readers are aware that, under 
the present Constitution, there is no 
longer any eslaltlished religion in 
France, and the people are permitted 
to follow the dictates of their own 
consciences in the selection of their 
belief and in their public worship. I 
ought, perhaps, to remark that some 
persons seem disposed to attribute to 
the Government an inclination to in- 
fringe upon their liberty, and to pre- 
vent the growth of sectarians. This 
opinion is founded upon their recent 
interference with the St. Simonians, 
to which allusion is made in the last 
Number of the Repository. From all 
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the information I have been able to 
obtain on that point, it seems to me 
that the Government found their ob- 
jections to the St. Simonian system 
not so much (if at all) on religious 
as on political grounds ; and some of 
the best friends of religious liberty 
in Paris admit that the forms of wor- 
ship which have been adopted by the 
sect in question, have been adopted 
rather as a cloak for other purposes 
than out of any respect for religion, 
for which they do not hesitate to 
avow their dislike, if not a stronger 
feeling. 

The French Catholic Church, as 
will be seen by their Confession, is 
avowedly a religious, and not a poli- 
tical sect. It has sprung up within 
the bosom of the Roman Church 
itself, and all its ministers are 
persons who have either been ac- 
tually in orders or educated for 
the priesthood. This party has had 
its origin amongst a few indivi- 
duals of independent minds, who 
felt how much religion had been 
debased by the clergy of the Roman 
Catholic Church, who yearned to 
throw off its yoke, and to exhibit the 
great truths of divine revelation to 
the people in their simplicity and 
power. They saw clearly into the 
absurdity and wickedness of many 
of what were regarded as the most 
important dogmas of the Church, 
and perceived that as long as infalli- 
bility and its associates were upheld 
there could be no hope for any ge- 
nuine or efficient reform. They have 
acquired strength and courage suffi- 
cient to enable them publicly to avow 
their opinions, and their present suc- 
cess seems to me to justify the expec- 
tation of the most splendid results. 
The question is not at present how 
nearly they have attained the truth, 
but how far they have departed from 
gross error ; and in this point of view 
I think your readers will agree with 
me in believing that, for a first effort, 
they have made an astonishing de- 
parture ; and they have laid down as 
the basis of their system that which 



will assuredly lead them onward, with 
increasing knowledge and experience, 
to the confines of the simplicity of 
the truth, as it is in Jesus Christ. 
They avow the imperfection of their 
present views — they look anxiously 
for enlightenment — they cultivate 
scriptural criticism— they encourage 
free inquiry — they respect personal 
judgment ; and, in fact, they embrace 
the Protestant principle in its fullest 
extent. They adopt, as their prin- 
ciple, what may be expressed by the 
term perfectibility, and regard their 
present efforts as merely the com- 
mencement of a series of means for 
promoting the knowledge and propa- 
gating the truths of the Gospel. 

The Abbe Chatel, who is the head 
of the sect, is a man of no mean eru- 
dition, and of great popular talents. 
He has engaged a church, or a large 
room which he uses as a church, in 
the Rue St. Martin, in Paris, where 
he preaches twice every Sunday to 
crowded congregations, I am ' well 
informed, of not less than 2000 
persons. One of the best possible 
proofs which I can give you of the 
success of the party, and of their ac- 
ceptableness with the people of Paris, 
is the fact that a much greater num- 
ber of baptisms and marriages are 
celebrated in the church of the Abbe 
Chatel than in any other in Paris, 
and that there is also a greater and 
increasing number of communicants. 
The services are performed in the 
vernacular language : the priests are 
constantly engaged in instructing the 
young in Scripture knowledge : they 
give a copy of the Scriptures to every 
young person at confirmation ; and 
distribute books of a religious de- 
scription as prizes for excellence in 
examinations upon the various sub- 
jects in which they are instructed in 
the churches. 

There are several other churches 
belonging to the society in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris, and they are re- 
ceiving numerous applications from 
different parts of France, either from 
churches already in existence, to be 
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received into their communion, or difference of circumstances at Bou- 
from numbers of individuals who are logne sur Seine and Montmorency, 
desirous to be united into societies two other parishes in the neighbour- 
under their auspices, and to receive hood of Paris. Thanks be to Provi- 
instruction from their pastors. dence the flame spreads. The prin- 
If I were not afraid of trespassing ciples of truth and liberty have taken 
too far on your pages, there are one some root, and we may look for great 
or two other facts which I would results. 

briefly mention. A very remarkable The teachers of this sect have not 
occurrence has taken place in a parish yet ventured much into the consider- 
in the immediate neighbourhood of ation of doctrines which are most 
Paris, wi h respect to this new sect, warmly controverted among Protest- 
The parish is Clichy, which adjoins ants, such as the Trinity, Faith, &c. ; 
the barrier of that name. The Abbe but in this perhaps they are wise, not 
Auzon was appointed as the cure of to undertake more at once than they 
the parish. He saw reason after* are able to vindicate, and to lead the 
wards to embrace the doctrines of the public mind from step to step, till 
new sect, and openly taught them to they approximate the perfectibility at 
his congregation, by whom they were which they aim. In sentiments they 
heard with great acceptance. On are very liberal; at all events they 
the report of the archbishop, or are anxious to read and understand, 
some of the clergy of Paris, the atten- and to give to argument its proper 
tion of the Government was directed value, having no desire but that of 
to the subject ; an inquiry was insti- arriving at the truth. None can 
tuted ; the report was confirmed ; desire more. This is precisely what 
and the Abbe was required either to there ought to be, " a fair Held and 
conform to the church, or relinquish no favour." 

his living. He refused to do either. The formation and success of this 
The Government proceeded to eject sect within the bosom of the Roman 
him from his church and his house, Church seems to me a most interest- 
and the people immediately rein- ing and promising event. Its sup- 
stated him in both. The Govern- porters deserve every encouragement 
ment repeated the scene ; the people which the friends of liberty and truth 
did the same. Force was found to can give, — and no means, in my 
be unavailing, persuasion was tried, opinion, are so likely to promote the 
The prefet offered to build him a advancement of true religion in 
new church and a new presbytery or France as those which are adopted 
parsonage, but the Abbe resisted, by the French Catholic Church. 
He preferred what he had, and he They belong to the people ; they are 
continues, supported by the people, to acquainted with their modes of life, 
live in the house, and to perform the their habits of thought, and their 
services in the church, in opposition tone of feeling, and are eminently 
to all their attempts to displace him. better qualified to carry forward 
He has courted the suffrages of his plans for the advancement of know- 
parishioners in hi3 favour, and they ledge and truth among their fellow- 
declare they will have no pastor but countrymen, than any strangers, how- 
the man of their choice and their ever enlightened or zealous they 
affections, the Abbe Auzon. This may be. 

has raised a new question. The I may add, in conclusion, that they 

people say " there is no longer any have other works in the press, Cate- 

established religion. The church is chisms, Liturgies, and works for the 

for our service, and it shall be served instruction of the young. Should 

according to our wishes/' The same you deem the subject as interesting 

thing has occurred with some slight as I do, as I have made arrange- 
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merits to obtain their publications as 
soon as they appear, I may per- 
haps trespass upon you again with 
some further notices of this Society 
and their publications. 

f 

PROFESSION OP FAITH OF THE FRENCH 
CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

In things necessary, unity ; In thing* doubtful, 
liberty ; hi all tilings, charity. 

Deeply afflicted by the reiterated 
attacks to which the Roman religion 
and its ministers have been unceas- 
ingly exposed, the Ecclesiastics of 
the French Catholic Church cannot 
but acknowledge, that if these at- 
tacks have been sometimes impas- 
sioned, they have also frequently 
been legitimate. 

In truth, if there are some men 
impatient of all religious restraints, 
who are desirous of annihilating re* 
ligion under pretence of improve- 
ment, there are also men of en- 
lightened understandings, true Chris* 
tians, who are anxious for reform, 
not to overturn religion, but to re- 
establish it upon a better foundation. 
With these the tolerant priests of 
the French Catholic Church hope to 
conduct to a happy conclusion the 
reform which they have begun. 

It is impossible to conceal the in- 
dispensable necessity of a reform in 
the Roman Catholic Church. In 
this reform it might have been ex- 
pected, that the priests would natu- 
rally have taken the lead, and have 
introduced into ecclesiastical disci- 
pline those modifications of which it 
is susceptible ; but it would be evi- 
dently a vain expectation to look for 
this course of conduct from our 
Bishops, who impose upon the cre- 
dulity of the people human tradi- 
tions, substituted for the doctrines 
of the Gospel. 

A new Jehoiada, a venerable pre- 
late, animated by an enlightened 
zeal for the house of God, and zea- 
lous to make his religion and mo- 
rality beloved, which had been un- 
happily mutilated, after having ap- 
proved our profession of faith, haa 
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testified his earnest desire to co-ope- 
rate with us in the work of reforma* 
tion. 

The means which this new reform 
will employ to bind earth to heaven 
by restoring Christianity to its pri- 
mitive institutions, will be to renew 
all the social bonds that have been 
broken by fanaticism, and to unite 
all Christians by religion, the expres- 
sion of the social virtues. 

OF INFALLIBILITY. 

The opinions of men being always 
variable and uncertain, we believe 
that no society on earth has a right 
to impose its doctrines as infallible, 
and that to pretend to infallibility, is 
only to insult God, to whom alone 
it justly belongs, Heb. xiii. 8. 

We are of opinion, therefore, that 
the same pride which led the evil 
angels to assimilate themselves to 
the Most High, could alone have im- 
posed on the Roman Catholic Church 
the impious belief of the infallibility 
of the Pope, or even of Bishops, 
assembled in a General Council. 

Undoubtedly a hierarchy has al- 
ways existed in the Church of God. 
It is clearly pointed out to us in the 
Gospel. The Holy Spirit has given 
the government of the Church to 
Bishops ; 44 Feed my lambs ; feed my 
sheep." Nevertheless, it is impossi- 
ble to infer from these different 
passages that infallibility has been 
given to the successors of Peter. It 
is an authority arbitrarily usurped, 
of which some have made so deplora- 
ble a use. 

We believe that neither civil nor 
religious liberty can exist, where 
there reigns a power which believes 
itself to be infallible ; and that, if 
sophists ever come to attach some 
persons to the chariot of a pretended 
power of this description, liberty in 
their case would be either bondage 
or butchery, as in the times of the 
Inquisition. 

OF TEMPORAL POWER. 

The voice of the people being Ifie 
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voice of God ; divine right for us is Citizens, as well as priests, we 

the voice of the people. submit to all the charges of the 

We believe that all power ema State, conformably to the words of 

nates from the people, so that every Jesus Christ to his Apostles, Matt, 

government, which is not the ex- xxii. 21. 

pression of the national will, is a Obedience to the laws being the 

usurping government. first and most sacred of duties, we 

think that a priest ought never to 
obey any rules of ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline which are in opposition to 

RAL POWER, IN EVERYTHING WHICH ^ ^ of ^ ^ ™ 
CONCERNS RELIGION. 

We admit a distinction so com- of the relations between spiri- 

plete between temporal power and tual and temporal power. 

spiritual, that we consider the one The only relations which we admit 

wholly independent of the other, between these two powers are the two 

Jesus Christ never having wished to following: — 1st. Protection granted 

mix himself up, either directly or by the temporal power to the spiritual, 

indirectly, with the government of which, never being able, in any case, 

Caesar. To unite religion with civil to employ force even in self-defence, 

government, is evidently either to requires to be protected by the civil 

deny or to be ignorant of the Gospel, magistrates. Sndly. Submission on 

Thus, we are convinced that the the part of the spiritual power in 

temporal power which the Pope ar- everything which relates to the duties 

rogates to himself over the pre- of a citizen ; but complete independ- 

tended patrimony of St. Peter, is a ence in all which refers merely to 

manifest violation of that law of the spiritual concerns. , 
Divine Master, John xviii. 36 ; Matt. 

xxvi. 52 ; Matt. xx. 25. With much consequences of these relations. 
more reason we consider, as impious, 1st. Temporal authority has no 
the power of dethroning kings, and right to require a profession of faith 
of releasing subjects from their oath of any religious sect, religion being 
of fidelity, which Rome would still wholly beyond its control, 
usurp, if civilization had not traced The civil magistrate can only in- 
limits to its usurping disposition. terfere in the case in which a religious 
As priests, and in the exercise of sect should publish or teach principles 
our ministry, we are always obedi- destructive of social order : in this 
ent to the powers that be, according case divine right would not only au- 
to the precept of the Apostles, Rom. thorize, but require the interference 
xiii. 1 ; Tit. iii. 1 ; Pet. ii. 13, 14. of the civil power. It is in this sense 
Whilst as citizens, and not in the that the Prince is the minister of 
exercise of our ministry, we resist God for good. 

power when it violates "the laws by Making an application of this first 

yirtue of which it exists, laws which consequence to all countries where 

we always suppose to be the ex- Bishops and Roman Catholics are 

pression of the national will, which found, we admit that the Goyern- 

is, in our opinion, divine right. In ments have a right to require infor- 

this respect we differ from the Ro- mation, whether the bulls, the briefs, 

man clergy, who believe they can- and other documents addressed by 

not conscientiously submit to the the Court of Rome to the Bishops, 

laws of their country, until they contain anything contrary to the 

have received the authority of the laws. 

Bishop of Rome. The present French Government, 



Digitized by Google 



176 UNITARIAN 

by permitting the Bishops to wait 
for the authority of the Court of 
Rome to pray for Louis Philip, has 
therefore given a proof of great 
weakness. 

2ndly. The divine law, being 
essentially the preserver of order, 
and order being only possible to be 
maintained as long as there is no 
separation made between men in 
their religious and their civil capacity, 
we regard as valid all marriages 
contracted before the civil officer, 
whilst at the same time we must 
consider it to be the duty of a Chris- 
tian to receive the nuptial benedic- 
tion which constitutes the religious 
bond of marriage. 

(To be continued.) 



NOTICES. 

Lectures at the Orphan Working 

School, in the City Road : — 
September 2. . Rev. George Gibbs. 
9. . D. Davison. 
16.. F.Moore. 
23. . T. Russel. 
30. . G. Pritchard. 

The Service will commence at half- 
past six precisely. 

A meeting of the Somerset and 
Dorset Half-yearly Association will 
be held at Bridport, on Wednesday, 
September 12th. The morning ser- 
vice will commence at eleven o'clock, 
and it is expected that there will be 
an evening service also. 

E. Whitkikld, Sec. 
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The Rev. B. Mardon of Worship- 
street has kindly consented to preach 
on the occasion. Service to com- 
mence at eleven o'clock. The busi- 
ness of the Association will be 
entered upon immediately after the 
religious service. 

A cheap dinner will be provided 
at the Black Horse Inn at half-past 
two o'clock, and the members and 
friends will reassemble at the Chapel 
at half- past five, for the purpose of 
holding a religious conference. The 
question for discussion is, M Why am 
1 a Dissenter ?" 

The churches connected with the 
Association, or desirous of becoming 
so, are requested to communicate 
forthwith (by letter addressed to the 
Secretary), a statement of their con- 
dition and prospects, together with 
any other information or suggestions 
affecting the general interests of our 
body. 

Gideon Duplock, 

Sec. pro tern. 

Pulborongh, 21st August, 1832. 



UNITARIAN PUBLICATIONS. 
The remaining portion of the Psalms 
belonging to Mr. Wellbeloved's Edi- 
tion of the Bible. 

Memoirs of Dr. Priestley, by J. T. 
Rutt, Esq., completing the edition of 
his Works. 

Outline of the Testimony of Scrip- 
ture against the Trinity. By H. 
Ware, Jun. Reprinted from the 
Boston Edition. 



Manchester Coileqe. York. — The 
ensuing Session will commence on 
Friday, the 2\st of September, on 
which day the students are expected 
to be present. 

The first meetingof the London and 
Southern General Baptist Associa- 
tion will be held at Horsham, Sussex, 
on Wednesday, September 12th. 
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MR. TUCKERMAN'S NINTH SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF HIS SERVICE 
AS A MINISTER AT LARGE IN BOSTON. 



[Continued from page 203.] 



Again it is asked, « Should we build 
churches or chapels for the poor ? ' 
I answer, that while I think this 
mode of operation to be secondary 
in its claims, and to promise little 
in comparison with a daily and hourly 
ministration from house to house, 
yet as considerable numbers, even of 
the very poor, may be brought toge- 
ther on the evenings of Sunday, for 
social worship and instruction, and 
a few may be collected for a service 
in the day, it is therefore well to have 
small and unexpensive chapels for 
these services. Hut if a commodious 
hall may be obtained, near the centre 
of the neighbourhood of a large 
number of the poor, I should not 
advise the erection of a chapel. A 
very large proportion of the poor, it 
is to be remembered, frequently 
change their place of habitation ; and 
the parts of the city to which they 
remove are often far apart from one 
another. It will often, therefore, be 
inconvenient, or impracticable, to 
continue their connexion with a par- 
ticular chapel or hall of worship. 
Many, too, who will go, and be glad 
to go to an evening service, cannot 
leave their homes during the day, 
either because they have young chil- 
dren who demand their care, or be- 
cause they have not the attire in 
which they are willing to go abroad. 
I venture indeed to say, that far less 



than half of those for whom this 
ministry is most important, can be ga- 
thered for anything like a constant 
attendance upon the services of a 
mission-house or chapel. They are, 
therefore, to be ministered to at home. 
And as far as any can be induced 
and enabled regularly to give their 
attendance upon the religious services 
of a church on Sunday, it seems to 
me very desirable that they should 
be persuaded, as far as may be, to 
connect themselves with the existing 
congregations, or religious societies, 
in the city; while, if it shall be thought 
best, they may still be in the charge 
of the minister of the poor who 
has brought them into this connexion. 
I would say also, that not more than 
one public service in the day time 
should be required of a minister at 
large on Sunday ; because half of the 
day may be far more profitably ap- 
propriated to visiting those who can- 
not be brought together for public 
worship, and who are then to be fou nd 
at home under circumstances the 
most favourable for religious and 
moral influence. He may, however, 
preach on other days, in any room of 
those whom he visits ; and he may 
have a regular Sunday evening service 
in his hall or chapel. But, I repeat, 
let the poor, as far as it can be done, 
be brought into the congregations of 
the rich ; and there, as our Lord and 



Digitized by Go< 



210 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 



master intended that they should, let 
them worship together. There let 
them send up the mingled incense of 
united adoration and thanksgivings, 
of penitential acknowledgments and 
fervent supplications ; and there let 
them open their hearts to a sense at 
once of their relation to each other, 
through their common relation to 
God, and of their great common in- 
terests ; of their reciprocal duties, and 
of the common and infinitely glorious 
inheritance to which God is calling 
them. Many may thus be united 
with our churches, who otherwise 
would have lived and died uncon- 
nected with any of them. Still, how- 
ever, after all that can be done to 
bring them into this connexion, there 
will be many, to whom, if the gospel 
is to be preached, it must and can be 
only in the family circle ; many, 
therefore, who will be without the 
pale of the Christian ministry, unless 
there shall be a ministry exclusively 
for them. 

My reply to the third query, 
4 Should this ministry be made an in- 
strument for the formation of new 
religious societies V is plainly to be 
inferred from what I have said in 
my reply to the second. If, indeed, 
a chapel, or a mission-house for the 
poor, shall become a centre in which 
those who can build and support a 
new house of worship shall be dis- 
posed to form themselves into a new 
religious society, and to unite them- 
selves with the poor who are collected 
there, it is well . Let a new religious 
society then be formed there. But 
most earnestly should I deprecate any 
measures, which should have for 
their end the establishment of con- 
gregations, or of religious societies, 
exclusively of the poor. It is a very 
important purpose of the ministry 
for which I plead, to bring the classes 
of society into a new and Christian 
union with each other; and it is 
greatly to be regretted, that our re- 
ligious societies are constituted as 
they now are, in respect to the ac- 
commodation of any but proprietors 



in their places of public worship. 
The poor, who would gladly unite 
with them, but who cannot pay for 
the privilege, in the largest number 
of our places of worship have at best 
a very narrow space appropriated for 
them ; and there they must sit apart, 
as * the class of the poor.' This is a 
practice not less inconsistent with 
our political principles, than it is with 
the spirit of Christianity. Under 
other governments, where distinc- 
tions of rank and of rights are uni- 
versally recognized, the poor feel 
themselves to be, and revolt not at 
being treated, both politically and 
religiously, as a caste. B ut far other- 
wise is it under our institutions, for 
the preservation of which, religious 
as well as political, no means is more 
important, than the excitement and 
maintenance of an interest in them, 
and an attachment to them, in 
the mass of the poorer depart- 
ments of society. Let nothing, then, 
be done by this ministry, by which 
the poor shall be made to feel that the 
very religion, which is intended to be 
a bond of union between them and 
their fellow-men, is itself an instru- 
ment of their separation from the 
more favoured classes of their fellow- 
beings. The attempt, by any means, 
to build up and to increase the 
number of religious societies, com- 
posed of those, who, without bring- 
ing themselves into great pecuniary 
embarrassments, and taxing others 
to uphold them, cannot support a 
ministry. I deem alike impolitic and 
wrong ; and if the ministry for the 
poor shall be employed for this 
object, I feel assured that by this 
single circumstance, it will be not 
less exposed to fall into discredit, and 
to become an utter failure, than it will 
if it shall be engaged in only as a tem- 
porary service, and in preparation for 
the ministry of our churches. 

Having given my judgment upon 
these questions, I would state a few 
great principles of operation in the 
ministry, which I have tested, and 
have found to be of increasing value 



Digitized by Google 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 



211 



in proportion as I have learned how 
to apply them. This, I think, will 
be a better service than J could 
render by any statements of my own 
modes of action in particular cases. 

I observe then, in the first place, 
that, either for personal happiness 
in this ministry, or for success in 
it, we must regard poverty, and the 
poor, as Jesus Christ regarded 
them. We must have a love of man, 
as man y like that which glowed in 
the heart of Jesus. We must re- 
cognize in every human being a child 
of our Father in heaven, and goto our 
work under the full influence of the 
sentiment of Christian brotherhood 
with those, whom it may be our pri- 
vilege to serve as ministers of Christ. 

This Christian interest in the poor, 
this affectionate care for them, and 
this solicitude for their highest im- 
provement and well-being, — for their 
happiness through their piety and 
virtue, — is the first of all requisites, 
not only for making the proffered 
services of the minister acceptable, 
but even in any considerable degree 
useful. This is, in truth, no other 
than the principle of a true sympathy 
with Jesus Christ in the distinctive 
object of his religion, that, through 
its influence, the poor are to be 
blessed ; that, through his teaching, 
and the spirit of his gospel, even the 
poorest may be made rich by the ac- 
quisition of a treasure, which is in* 
finitely more precious than all out- 
ward good. This simple and divine 
principle in the soul of a minister of 
the poor will inspire the conscious- 
ness, that he has himself obtained 
a better possession, when he has 
been an instrument of bringing a 
family, or an individual, under the 
influences of the gospel of Christ, 
than if, by any other operation, he 
had even obtained for himself great 
riches. It will also be to him for 
light, where otherwise he would have 
found himself in the thickest dark- 
ness ; and for encouragement, where, 
without it, he would have shrunk from 
the obstacles which will sometimes 



beset his path. It will even reveal 
to him the strength and the weak- 
nesses, the virtues and the vices of 
those to whom he shall minister. It 
will suggest to him new modes of 
action when old ones have failed him, 
and make him patient with the dull, 
tender and kind to the feeble and 
susceptible, as affectionate as he is 
persevering towards the apparently 
obdurate, and ever forbearing even 
towards the most violent opposer. 
It will gradually soften hearts, which 
at first appeared to be impenetrable, 
and call forth in them sentiments of 
regard, and confidence, and attach- 
ment; and it will make him feel, 
that, in being permitted to minister 
to the moral recovery and the 
spiritual advancement of any, even 
the meanest of his brethren, who 
would otherwise have been over- 
looked and neglected, and left in ig- 
norance and recklessness and sin, for 
whom yet Christ lived and died, he is 
one of the most privileged, and ought 
to be one of the most grateful and 
devoted, of the children of God in this 
world. I do not say that no one 
should make a trial of his capacities 
for this service till he shall feel the 
full extent of this religious interest 
in the poor, and the most exposed of 
his fellow-beings. But I think that 
if, after a fair trial of the work, he 
shall not find this sentiment to be 
daily growing in his heart, he may 
reasonably conclude, that this is not 
the department of the ministry to 
which the providence of God has 
called him. 

Again, I adduce it as an elementary 
principle of this ministry, that we 
should go to it with a true and strong 
spirit of sympathy with every one, 
whom we may be called to address, 
or with whom we may have to expos- 
tulate, as a sinner. The first prin- 
ciple to which I have adverted will 
keep us constantly mindful of the 
sentiment of our Lord, * I am among 
you as one that serveth.* And the 
second, implying a constant recog- 
nition of the fact, <I, too, am a 
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sinner,' will dispose and prepare us, or reproachful in manners, or in lan* 

as we could not otherwise be pre- guage ; for even without speaking of 

pared, gently, kindly, and affec- himself, yet feeling this principle, he 

tionately to approach our offending will but press upon the sinner his 

brother. This second principle, own deep-felt convictions, his own 

therefore, in my estimation, is not of mo3t dearly cherished interests, his 

less importance than the first. Here own firm purposes, and his own 

we are brought into connexion with ardent hopes. Every feeling, there- 

those, whose lives have passed under fore, of his own sins, and every effort 

far different influences from our own. he shall make for the self-improve- 

"We have neither been exposed, as ment to which the gospel calls him, 

they have been, and were never per- is an increase of his qualifications 

haps inclined to the vices and crimes for the ministry, in which he would 

into which they have fallen. But be an instrument of bringing his 

may not our own sins, in the sight of brother- sinner to repentance and to 

God, and under the circumstances in salvation. 

which we committed them, be as Again. — As it is a peculiarity of 

great as theirs ? I plead for no false this ministry, that its objects are to 

sensibility on this subject ; for no be sought rather through direct per- 

artificial and assumed feelings ; for sonal intercourse, than by preaching, 

no self-accusations of sins of which and therefore, that it principally ad- 

we are innocent. But it is the truth, dresses itself immediately to the in- 

and a matter of simple truth, that we dividual mind, the principle should 

are ourselves the fellow-sinners even never be lost sight of, that a constant 

of the greatest transgressors. Let regard is here to be had to the dis- 

a conviction of this truth, then, be tinctive circumstances, both personal 

ever present to our minds, when we and relative, of every individual to 

are speaking to others of their sins, whom it is extended. Allow me then 

It is, indeed, hardly conceivable by to say, that, in this service, the in- 

those who have not made the experi- quiries should constantly be present 

ment, how close is the intimacy which to our minds, ' What are here the 

may be formed in this service of mind prevailing principles, dispositions, 

with mind ; and what a free and and tendencies V * What are the 

willing access may be obtained in it effects upon the individual of the 

even to minds which spurn the au- employment in which he is engaged, 

thority of law, and in mockery laugh and the company with which he as- 

at, or indignantly resent, every other sociates?' * What are the influ- 

indication of an attempt to control ences at home which are conducing 

them. But, for this end, we must to good in him, and what to evil V 

identify ourselves with the transgres- * What is there in his mind, or heart, 

sor, through that sympathy with which is to be cherished and strength- 

which nothing short of a strong sense ened, and by the culture and advance- 

of our own sins can inspire us. Few ment of which the whole character 

are so dull that they cannot perceive, may be improved ; and, what is the 

though they may not be able to ex- prejudice there, the passion, or the 

plain, the actings of this principle in habit, which it is most desirable, and 

the soul of one who addresses them ; most important, should immediately 

and few consciences are so dead as be corrected ?' Some, even of those 

to be wholly insensible to the motives who are living most viciously, it will 

and persuasions which it will suggest be found were religiously educated, 

and urge, to impress and win the and will not have forgotten the care 

heart of the sinner. Under its influ- with which they were reared, and the 

ence, the minister of the poor can hopes which were indulged of them, 

never be authoritative, harsh, severe, This is a circumstance which may be 
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of great importance to the objects of 
a religious teacher ; for of those who 
have been recovered from gross vice, 
I believe that nineteen out of twenty 
will be found to have received early 
religious instruction ; and that their 
reformation, under God, is princi- 
pally to be ascribed to the revived 
influence of this instruction. Some, 
also, have been reared from infancy 
in an atmosphere of sin, and have 
never received a strong impression 
of a religious principle, or had a 
strong sense of a religious obliga- 
tion. Still they may not be, and in 
truth they are not wholly, without 
natural conscience ; and the skill of 
the teacher is to be exerted upon this 
conscience, in awakening its almost 
deadened capacities. Some were 
early accustomed to a condition of at 
least comparative prosperity, and 
others have never known any other 
than a life of poverty. Having then 
obtained as perfect a knowledge as 
he can of all within and without 
which is conducing to the virtue or 
vice of the individual, the teacher 
will understand something of the 
nature of the work which he will 
have to do; of the objects to which 
he is particularly to direct his atten- 
tion and cares ; and, of the means he 
is to employ to attain these objects. 
And though, after all that he may 
thus have learned, his success may 
be far short of his hopes, he will, 
yet, to the extent to which his influ- 
ence shall be felt, and to which the 
individual shall be brought to co- 
operate with him, have the satisfac- 
tion to know that he is working for a 
radical and a permanent reforma- 
tion. 

I would state another principle 
which is constantly to be cherished 
and maintained in this ministry. I 
mean that we should be careful to 
carry into it a deep feeling of respect 
for the actual rights and capacities 
of the individual mind. I do not in- 
deed suppose that this principle is of 
greater importance here than in any 
other department of the Christian 



ministry. But here, more easily per- 
haps than in the ministry of our 
churches, we may lose sight of it. 
What, indeed, it may be asked by 
some, are the rights which belong to 
a condition of ignorance, and de- 
pendence, and degradation, and sin 1 
And what is the respect which is due 
to him who has no respect for him- 
self ? I reply that the capacities and 
rights of an immortal nature, of a 
being who must account for himself 
to God, and in whom the objects of 
the gospel of Christ can be accom- 
plished only by his own free choice 
of truth and virtue and duty, have 
the highest claims to the respect of a 
religious teacher, even in the most 
wayward and debased of our fellow- 
men. For how is it but through his 
capacities and rights of thought and 
understanding, of judgment and af- 
fection, of choice and of will, that 
any one is, or can be, a subject of the 
moral government of God, and ac- 
countable to him ? It is a new world 
of interests, and as distinct a course 
of action, into which we are brought 
in our intercourse with our fellow- 
beings, by Christian sentiments on 
this single subject respecting them. 
Our own use of these rights, and 
our improvement of these capacities 
may, perhaps, have raised us, in our 
moral condition, above some poor, 
degraded fellow -beings, even more 
than we are raised above them by the 
circumstances of our outward con- 
dition. But enfeebled as these powers 
may be in them, and perverted and 
corrupted, they are not wholly lost ; 
for if they were, the individuals 
would not be proper subjects of the 
Christian ministry. A man may be 
regardless of his capacities and rights, 
and unconscious of their importance 
and worth, and of the responsibility 
which they bring upon him ; and it 
may even be the high office of the 
minister into whose charge he may 
fall, to reveal this individual to him- 
self. And what an exalted ministry 
is that in which we are called to 
bring home to any soul a conception 
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which It never had of the capacities 
with which God has endowed it ; of 
the certainty, which has been unfelt, 
of an immortal existence ; and of the 
necessary connexion of human hap- 
piness, and misery, with its freely 
formed habits, and its chosen moral 
condition ! And does God himself, 
— I ask with reverence, — act upon 
the human mind, or heart, for its 
conversion, or restoration, indepen- 
dently of the free exercise of those 
capacities by which he has consti- 
tuted us moral and accountable 
agents ? How then shall man be 
made an instrument of the salvation 
of his fallen brother, if he respect 
not in him those powers and rights 
which are the essential constituents 
of the soul that is to be redeemed ? 
Is it still asked, how may we aid the 
poor manacled and fettered spirit to 
regain its freedom ? How may we 
awaken in him a sense, and fasten 
upon him a conviction, of the great- 
ness and excellence of the capacities 
which he has given over to sin? 
How shall we teach him and help 
him to feel that he has power, and 
that he must use it to return to God ; 
and that if he will seek, because he 
truly wants it, God will not withhold 
the assistance he needs to break his 
chains and to recover his liberty ? 1 
can only answer, that, as far as 
human agency may be effectual in 
this work, he, I believe, will possess 
the best light, and will labour with 
the best success, who, under the 
guiding influence of the instructions 
and example of our Lord, shall al- 
ways, and in everything, most care- 
fully maintain the respect which is 
due to these capacities and essential 
principles of human nature, which 
our heavenly Father himself respects 
in all his dealings with man as a 
moral being. And he, I think, will 
most faithfully regard these capaci- 
ties and principles of our common 
nature in others, who is most strongly 
impressed with their importance and 
worth m himself, and with his own 
ftccountableness for the use which he 
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shall make of them. If any one have 
not a consciousness in what consists 
the essential worth of the rights and 
powers of his own moral, account- 
able, and immortal nature, I know of 
no rules which aid him in awakening 
this consciousness in the soul of 
another. 

It is another principle, which 
should never be forgotten in this 
ministry, that human nature, — or, to 
speak more definitely, a fellow-sinner, 
— is never to be given up, as if he 
were either beyond the pale of God's 
mercy, or of human hope and cha- 
rity and labour. I give a promi- 
nence also to this principle, because 
in this ministry, far more than we 
should be in that of our churches, 
we are called to a frequent and inti- 
mate communication with obdurate, 
and reckless offenders ; and because 
here, therefore, unless we are strongly 
impressed with it, we shall not only 
find our own energies daily en- 
feebled by new discouragements, but 
we shall be disregarding one of the 
highest and most glorious of the 
objects of Christianity, and of the 
ministry it has instituted, the salva- 
tion of the lost. Here it may be, 
that from day to day we shall be 
brought into the society of the con- 
firmediy intemperate, into whose 
very bones and marrow, and every 
thought and affection, the chains of 
the appetite which has enslaved them 
seem not only to have grown, but to 
have become identical, with the very 
principle of their existence. But are 
they, therefore, to be overlooked, 
as no longer subjects of the moral 
government of God ? Even if all 
expedients which have yet been tried 
shall have failed, are there no new 
expedients which Christian benevo- 
lence can devise for their recovery ? 
Would he, who came to seek and to 
save that which was lost, pass them 
uncared for, while God continues to 
them any use of their reasoning 
powers, or while any principles of 
their moral nature are still living in 
their hearts? Hefe, too, we shall 
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meet the equally perverted, who have 
reasoned themselves, as far as they 
could, out of all principle, and into a 
justification of every sin, to which 
passion may prompt, or desperation 
may drive them. And here must be 
met those, who have fallen into that 
deepest of the abysses of human 
iniquity, that foulest and most cor- 
rupting of sins, that sin which ex- 
tends the deepest and deadliest of 
moral poisons into the soul, and of 
all sins seems most completely to 
deprave and deaden every faculty of 
the moral nature ; I mean the sin of 
licentiousness — of profligacy. But 
is even the profligate to be given 
up? I' have seen the human soul, 
and have been called to minister to 
it, in some, at least, of the most 
painful varieties of debasement into 
which it is brought by violations of 
conscience and of God's will. And 
I have seen that, even where the 
moral nature seemed to be dead, 
utterly dead, it is very possible, by 
feeling long and patiently about the 
heart, that some pulsation may be 
found there to indicate, or even to 
prove, that the principle of moral 
life, and the capacity of moral feel- 
ing are not, in truth, wholly extinct. 
While God, then, shall continue life, 
shall we not continue our efforts and 
our prayers as the ministers of his 
mercy ? Besides, even if, in regard 
to many, we must, to carry out the 
rule that human nature is never to 
be given up, hope against hope, and 
labour, without making even the 
smallest apparent progress, still, if 
we shall persevere, some occasion 
may he given in the providence of 
God, in which a way will be opened 
for us that we thought not of ; and 
in which a success, to call forth our 
eternal gratitude and praise, will fol- 
low our cares, our prayers, and our 
exertions. Would, indeed, that I had 
a warning voice, by which I could 
carry home to every soul, especially 
of the young, a conviction of the 
extent and fearfulness of the desola- 
tions to which the human soul may 
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be, and is, brought by abandonment 
to intemperance, to falsehood, and 
dishonesty, or to a life of profligacy! 
I can hardly conceive of the degra- 
dation and the misery, which I have 
not witnessed, as the consequences 
and the wages of these sins. And I 
have seen many, very many, who, 
having resisted all reasonings and all 
persuasions, have gone into eter- 
nity moral suicides,' to stand before 
their Judge in the fulness of their 
unrepented sins. But I would still 
repeat, let human nature, let a fel- 
low-sinner never be given up. Let 
a minister of Christ never be weary, 
and never be discouraged with a 
transgressor, even though all the 
world beside should forsake and give 
him up as hopeless. I have seen 
that there may be at least an appa- 
rently real restoration, even in a 
case apparently as desperate as any 
one to which the moral nature may 
be brought ; and I have seen those 
recovered to temperance, and faith- 
fully maintaining it, who were once 
broken down, were the scourge and 
misery of their families, and were 
threatened with premature death by 
their habitual and lawless excesses. 
To God, then, let us look in every 
step of our way, seeking his guid- 
ance and aid ; remembering our own 
dependence on mercy, and exercising 
the mercy which, could we imagine 
ourselves to be in the condition of 
our fallen brother, we could wish 
should then be extended to ourselves. 
This is plainly the rule of the gos- 
pel, and it should never be forgotten 
by a minister of the poor. 

I might state other principles, 
which have, I think, a peculiar bear- 
ing upon this ministry ; but I forbear. 
I must, however, observe, that I do 
not forget that here, at least, as much 
as in any other department of the 
administration of our religion, we 
need the light and power which God 
only can communicate ; the influences 
of his spirit ; and that here, too, if 
any one is an instrument of good to 
a fellow-being, to God, we are t' 



UNITARIAN CHRONICLE. 



ascribe the success, and to him we 
are to render the glory. I know 
not, indeed, the sphere of human 
action, in which human need of di- 
vine aid is more impressively taught, 
than in the services of this ministry. 
Strangely constituted must be that 
mind, which, amidst the spectacles 
that are here daily witnessed, at once 
of human weakness, and exposure, 
and want, and suffering, and of the 
power of human propensities and 
habits, and amidst the embarrass- 
ments and trials which are here 
daily to be met, shall not often and 
strongly feel its personal insuffici- 
ency for the objects, for the attain- 
ment of which the gospel yet calls 
for human interest and sympathy 
and co-operation. But, blessed le 
God, this very gospel assures us that 
he will not withhold his holy spirit 
from those who ask him for it. This 
is the first and the last, the begin- 
ning and the end, of the encourage- 
ments to this ministry ; nor can I 
conceive that any one who should 
attempt this service, independently 
of this divine aid, would long obtain 
the remunerations of his work, which 
would induce him to continue in it. 

But while I plead for a special 
ministry for the poor, I am fully 
aware that our religion knows of no 
substitute, and that its believers 
should not think of proposing any 
for that extended and personal con- 
nexion between the wise and the 
ignorant, the rich and the poor, the 
virtuous and the vicious, at which 
our Lord aims in the sentiment ad- 
dressed to them without discrimi- 
nation, All ye are brethren. No one, 
indeed, I think, who has watched 
the operations of this ministry, can 
doubt whether it have done much in 
our city to quicken and extend a 
sense of the relations into which 
Christianity would bring the classes 
of society with each other. And let 
me here observe, that something will 
also, I hope, be done in this cause by 
the puhlication of Degerando's * Vi- 
sitor of the Poor.' I commend this 



work to the readers of my Reports, 
in the belief that it is suited to do 
much to make the service to which 
it calls its readers profitable at once 
to those who may engage in it, and 
to those to whom this service may 
be extended. 

The past winter, it will be remem- 
bered, was one of unusual severity : 
it was also a season of unusual sick- 
ness. But although there was a 
proportionally unusual demand for 
fuel, and although its price was one- 
third higher than in several preced- 
ing winters, there yet was not, I 
think, any unusual suffering among 
the poor from a want of the means 
of warmth and comfort. The cold 
weather of the winter began very 
early, and public sympathy with the 
suffering was strongly excited among 
us. The rich were liberal in their 
contributions for the necessitous, and 
the distributors of their bounty were 
faithful in the appropriation of it. 
Much moral evil, I believe, was thus 
prevented, and much moral, as well 
as physical good, was promoted. 
There are, without doubt, cases of 
an unwise and injurious distribution 
of alms among us. But I believe 
there is as little ground for com- 
plaint, or for apprehension on this 
subject, in our city, as in any city of 
equal numbers in our country, or in 
the world. 

Of my own services, during the 
last six months, I can only say, that 
I have endeavoured to do what I 
could. At the close of the last De- 
cember I was taken from my work 
by a dangerous illness, which con- 
fined me to my house for five weeks ; 
and I have recently been absent 
from the city for eight days. My 
visits, therefore, for the last half 
year have been but thirteen hundred 
and twenty-one, and these have been 
divided between four hundred and 
fifteen families. I have been obliged 
also, from inability to preach, wholly 
to relinquish the services of the 
chapel. A recurrence to this last 
circumstance, and to the fact, that 
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twice during the last year I have 
been admonished* by sudden and se- 
vere illness, of the tenure by which 
I hold my life in this world, con- 
strains me to urge again my strong 
desire, that some one should take my 
place in this ministry, to whom 1 
may act as an assistant from house to 
house, and on whom may devolve the 
whole duties of the chapel. Not 
only would my life be rendered far 
happier could I pass the remnant of 
it in this relation with one who could 
bear the full beat and burden of the 
day, but with far greater happiness 
should I then look to its close. * But 
all is in His hands whose praise we 
seek.' Six, besides myself, are now 
employed wholly as ministers of the 
poor in this city ; and not less active 
than either of us in this field of duty 
is Mr. Taylor, the seamens* preacher 
and friend. We have good reason, 
therefore, to believe that this minis- 
try will be one of our permanent in- 
stitutions. It has conduced to very 
great good ; and if fit instruments 
shall be obtained for it, and it shall 
be wisely conducted, it will never 
want either public approbation or 
patronage. May the Lord of the 
harvest raise up for us and send 
forth new and more efficient labour- 
ers into this department of his har- 
vest! Respectfully, 

Joseph Tuckebman. 
Boston, May 5, 1832. 



MEETING OF UNITARIANS AT 
DANVERS, U. S. 

A meeting of the friends of Liberal 
Christianity in the county of Essex, 
was held at the church of Rev. Mr. 
Sewall, in Danvers, on Monday 28th 
May, at 7 p.m.; and attended by a 
great number of persons from differ- 
ent towns in the vicinity. 

The Rev. Mr. Thayer, of Bever- 
ly, commenced the meeting with re- 
ligious services : and after a hymn 
had been sung by the choir, the Rev. 
Mr. Sewall, of Danvers, offered some 



very impressive remarks on the ob- 
ject of the meeting and the duty of 
Unitarians to make exertions for the 
spread of a pure and scriptural 
faith. 

Hon. Robert Rantoul, of Beverly, 
was then called to the chair, and 

John Walsh, Esq., of Danvers, 
chosen secretary. 

The following resolutions were 
passed unanimously : — 

Resolved, — That the recent indica- 
tions of an increased interest in the 
promotion of Unitarian Christianity 
in the county of Essex, deserve our 
sympathy, and require our efforts, in 
aid of the infant societies, which have 
been or are about being formed. 

Resolved^ — That Unitarian Chris- 
tianity demands of those who profess 
it, a ready and untiring devotion to 
the diffusion of its principles and the 
promotion of its interests. 

V otedy — That the Chairman, Hon. 
Mr. Phillips and Rev. Mr. Thomp- 
son, of Salem, Rev. Mr. Sewall and 
Dr. Nichols, of Danvers, be a com- 
mittee to correspond with the several 
Unitarian Societies in the county, to 
secure their co-operation in the ob- 
jects of this meeting, and to provide 
for holding another at some conve- 
nient time and place, as they shall 
propose. 

The proceedings throughout were 
such as to excite the highest and 
best Christian sympathy and zeal in 
the cause of evangelical truth and 
practical piety. 

The doxology, beginning with the 
words 

« From all that dwell below the skies/ 

was sung in conclusion, and the 
meeting was dissolved. 

dr. Nichols's remarks. 

The meeting being organized by 
the appointment of a chairman and 
secretary — 

Dr. Nichols, of Danvers, addressed 
the meeting on the objects for which 
they had assembled, and stated, in a 
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plain, sensible, practical manner, 
the peculiarities of Unitarian Chris- 
tianity. 

We believe, said he, Unitarian 
Christianity far better calculated to 
promote the happiness of the com- 
munity than any other system of re- 
ligion — that it is indeed Christianity 
as taught by Jesus Christ and his 
apostles. 

The essence of this religion is 
charity — benevolent action. It re- 
quires us to love God supremely, and 
our neighbour as ourselves. 

What then does God, what do 
our country and the times, require of 
us ? These are, in many respects, 
unlike anything: which the world lias 
before seen. Here every body of 
men, every sect in religion, every 
party in politics, is left free to propa- 
gate its own views, and to strengthen 
itself by the acquisition of talents 
and numbers. 

The recent simultaneous and un- 
precedented exertions of those who 
style themselves Orthodox Chris- 
tians, have opened to us new oppor- 
tunities for doing good. The plain, 
practical preaching of the Calvinistic 
clergymen of the old school — their 
prudent policy, which in a good de- 
gree kept out of view the contradic- 
tions in which their system abounds 
— and their reliance on appeals to the 
reason and understanding to make 
men good, have been abandoned, and 
very different doctrines have been 
advocated and measures pursued. 
With this change many, very many, 
independent, pious, virtuous minds 
are dissatisfied and disgusted. By 
such Unitarianism will be embraced 
wherever it is understood. In it they 
will find all the practical religion, 
which their old instructors taught — 
in it they will find a religion, in har- 
mony with the works of God in the 
visible creation. 

There are others, driven almost to 
distraction by the terrific represen- 
tations of the wrath of God, against 
all who do not become the subjects of 
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his special grace and favour; and 
who, finding it impossible to feel, as 
they are told all must feel, who have 
hope of being saved, are left by their 
religious teachers to a fearful looking 
for of judgment, wretchedness, and 
despair. To such Unitarianism be- 
comes the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God unto salvation. It 
makes them acquainted with the pa- 
rental character of the Deity, and 
declares, in the simple language of 
Scripture, that all that is required to 
secure the favour of heaven, is to do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with God. And that if they have 
failed thus to do and walk, — they 
have only to repent, cease to do evil, 
learn to do well, and return unto God 
who will abundantly pardon and bless 
them. 

There are also the bold, daring 
irreligious, whom the most terrific 
harangues of the orthodox cannot 
move, who deem all religion a cheat, 
fit to terrify women and children, 
but unworthy the regard of the inde- 
pendent mind. To these the advo- 
cates of Unitarianism come, not with 
harsh denunciations, but with the 
soothing voice of persuasion and 
truth ; — declaring the ways of reli- 
gion pleasantness, and all her paths 
peace ;— showing the adaptation of 
the laws of God to the condition of 
man, and appealing to their con- 
sciences for a confirmation of the 
doctrine everywhere taught in Scrip- 
ture — ' there is no peace to the 
wicked, — that the way of the trans- 
gressor is hard.' 

This view of the times in which 
we live, and the different classes of 
society, shows us that there is ample 
room for the exercise of benevolent 
and Christian feelings, without inter- 
fering at all with the success or rights 
of others. Even if we but glean the 
field, over which they have trampled, 
and save the scattered corn ; — our 
reward, though humble, will be last- 
ing. In our Saviour's view, the 
widow's mite was not disregarded. 
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Whoever 1ms attentively observed 
the writhings of tbe diseased mind, 
— either labouring under distressing 
doubts, or overwhelmed with terror, 
must know that the most acute phy- 
sical sufferings are trifling compared 
with these. How many are the minds 
thus affected, under the influence of 
the terrors of religion ! We condemn 
not the authors of such wretched- 
ness. God has not appointed us their 
judge. They doubtless console them- 
selves with the belief that the same 
threat, the same denunciation that 
drove one to despair, snatched others 
from everlasting burnings. Who 
that has ever felt that filial trust and 
confidence in God, which libera! 
Christianity inculcates, can hesitate 
to believe that it is better calculated 
to prevent or heal these maladies of 
the mind, than any other application 
that can be found ? 

Contemplate, for a moment, the 
operations of the numerous sects into 
which Christians are divided. The 
main object, we rejoice to believe, by 
which all are actuated, is to promote 
the best good of mankind. Leading 
partizans may have other motives, but 
the motives of the several parties, as 
a whole, we doubt not are sincere, 
though oftentimes misguided. And 
is not the wisdom of God manifest in 
permitting this state of things : dif- 
ferent parties excite to emulation, 
and provoke each other to good works. 
All parties teach nearly the same 
code of Christian morals, and wher- 
ever these are received as the rule of 
life, the kingdom of God comes with 
power. We should, therefore, pro- 
ceed with caution. Care should be 
had that while we labour to correct 
the errors of other sects, and repair 
the injuries which we apprehend they 
may have done ; that we do not also 
counteract the good influences which 
spring from their exertions. We are 
happy to believe that our orthodox 
friends do much good, that they are 
casting out many devils ; — and we 
would obey the commands of our 
Saviour and forbid them not. 



We should not be deterred from 
perfonning our duty because in so 
doing we may expose ourselves to 
misrepresentation and revilings. 
While we govern ourselves by the 
golden rule of the gospel, we cannot 
be justly censured ; — and if others 
censure us unjustly, the sin is theirs, 
not ours. The poisoned shafts of 
calumny rebound from the object at 
which they are aimed, and return to 
rankle in the heart of him who throws 
them. 

It is of the first importance that 
the gospel should be disencumbered 
of all additions which it has received 
from the hands of men, and freed 
from all sectarian incumbrances. 
The great mistake of Christians of 
all ages has been their endeavour to 
control by force the opinions of 
others. Reasoning, argument, per- 
suasion, are the only weapons which 
the gospel presents to be used in 
religious warfare. Whatever is more 
than these comes of evil and tends to 
propagate evil. 

We profess to be members of the 
Church of Christ — and we cordially 
invite all others who honestly make 
the same profession, to come with us 
to the table of the Lord. What man 
or body of men has a right to judge 
another as to his qualifications for 
this ordinance ? To his Master, 
which is God, is he alone answerable, 
— and He alone seeth the heart and 
judgeth justly. 

The different orders in religion, 
and offices of its servants, have 
tended in no small degree, in times 
past, to its corruption. By too much 
regard to form, the substance has 
been neglected. If others in this 
have fallen into error — let us be 
watchful against the same error. 

Where lies our path of duty ? How 
shall we perform it, without inter- 
fering with the rights and privileges 
of others? Shall we send our 
preachers and our tracts, into houses 
and villages where they are not 
wanted, and where they will not be 
heard or read with candour ? By no 
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means. But go with your preachers 
and your tracts into every city and 
parish in the land, proclaiming peace 
unto it. Wherever you are received 
kindly and affectionately, abide. 
Where you are not so received, go 
your way, silently praying that they 
may duly improve and live worthily 
of the privileges which they already 
enjoy. 

In the call that comes to us from 
every part of our country, from many 
parts of Europe, and India, for in- 
struction in liberal Christianity, we 
hear a repetition of the declaration 
of the Saviour— 4 The harvest is 
truly great, but the labourers are 
few.' May labourers in abundance 
be found for the harvest, and may 
all those who have little or much of 
the good things of this world to 
spare, cast it into the treasury of the 
Lord ; to be applied to the promotion 
and diffusion of that knowledge which 
purifies, elevates, and fits men for the 
enjoyment of heaven. 

MR. SALTONSTALl/s REMARKS. 

Hon. Mr. Saltonstall, of Salem, re- 
marked, that he had been requested 
to present to the consideration of 
the meeting a resolution expressing 
the interest we should feel in the 
successful diffusion of Unitarian sen- 
timents in this community. But 
previously to offering it, he could not 
forbear expressing the unfeigned 
satisfaction he felt in witnessing this 
large assembly ; come together with 
one accord, without previous concert, 
and now deliberating on the suc- 
cessful progress of Unitarianism, in 
this our ancient and well beloved 
county of Essex. Such meetings 
were well. He had often thought it 
would be well to have them. He 
had often thought it a great defect, 
that public meetings on the subject 
were not more frequent. By thus as- 
sociating we receive a new impulse 
— we feel encouraged to action ; we 
interchange opinions, and urge each 
other on in doing good. Who ever 
attended one of the Annual Meetings 



of the General Association in Boston, 
without feeling an increased confi- 
dence in the cause ; without being 
aroused to action; Avithout feeling 
himself benefited thereby? And 
why may not a portion of the same 
spirit be infused into the community, 
by occasional meetings like the 
present, in each and every district of 
the Commonwealth ? 

There is, said he, a great body of 
Unitarians in this county. There 
are more or less in every town in 
the county. In Salem, in this place, 
and in several adjoining towns, they 
constitute the majority of the male 
population. In the north part of the 
county also there are Unitarians ; 
and many highly respectable. They 
are beginning to feel it to be their 
duty to avow themselves such ; they 
are taking courage to declare their 
opinions. It is right that they do 
this. Perhaps, I should say, it were 
wrong in them so long to have 
omitted to do it. Advert for a 
moment, Sir, to the history of the 
county, some forty or fifty years 
since. Who then were its religious 
teachers ? Were they not liberal 
Christians ? There was Tucker at 
Newbury, Webster at Haverhill, 
and Balch at Bradford, and many 
others; — who then taught in sub- 
stance, if not in name, the same doc- 
trines now held by Unitarians. At 
that time there was but one exclusive 
society on the Merrimack. But how 
is the scene now changed? Who 
now are the leaders on the Merri- 
mack, and other towns adjacent? 
Even there we are not left without 
hope. Already are there indications 
of brighter times. In Ipswich, the 
venerable centre of our county, there 
has been lately formed a society with 
highly encouraging prospects. In 
Haverhill and in Amesbury, are 
societies well established: and in 
Nevvburyport, the strong hold of 
Orthodoxy, is a most flourishing and 
efficient society of Unitarians. Let 
people but feel the importance of the 
cause; let them but feel the obli- 
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gation that rests upon them to act 
according to the dictates of their 
conscience, and to pursue the conclu- 
sions of their own judgment, and 
Unitarian societies will grow up, 
wherever intelligence and reason are 
to be found. It is impossible it 
should be otherwise ; for Unita- 
rianism is but the result of the ap- 
plication of sound reason in the 
interpretation of the Scriptures. 

If then we value our sentiments — 
if then we believe our sentiments to 
be well founded in the Scriptures — 
it is our bounden duty to make them 
known. If we consider them the 
true path to salvation, does not 
Christian charity require of us, to 
indicate this path to others ? 

At the present time, Sir, all de- 
nominations are awake. It is an age 
of excitement. And shall we alone 
be lukewarm, while others are burn- 
ing with zeal around us ? 

Hereafter, whoever professes will 
have to be able to give some reason 
for the faith that is in him. Tt is a 
time of inquiry, and people will not 
be satisfied without reasons. 

We are in danger, Sir, of being 
misrepresented. Our silence ex- 
poses us to misrepresentation. Are 
we not already misrepresented? 
What say the numerous tracts that 
abound in' our land ? that are crowded 
into every crack and crevice of our 
dwellings ? Do they not abound 
with representations many of which 
are most scandalous ? Is not the 
finger of scorn pointed at us because 
we are Unitarians ? How then must 
the3e things be met? We must 
meet exertion by exertion, and calmly 
but firmly vindicating our characters, 
and endeavouring to correct the 
errors falsely circulated respecting 
us. 

I would not wound the feelings of 
any one who hears me. I impeach 
no man's motives ; but justice re- 
quires the truth to be stated ; and I 
may say, that through the influence 
of the means to which I have alluded, 
in this county, and in our own times 



too, clergymen who have preached 
the gospel of Christ, who ha ve ived 
the gospel of Christ, who have spent 
the greater and better part of their 
years in diffusing the gospel of Christ, 
have been accused of wanting re- 
ligion, of being destitute of piety, 
and therefore been dismissed from 
their societies. I could name indi- 
viduals, but I forbear. Shall we not 
then, when it has come to this, main- 
tain our rights, and defend our cha- 
racters? How, then, is this to be 
done ? If Unitarians are silent, 
they are charged with concealing their 
sentiments, if they act, they are 
charged with being influenced by a 
srctariati spirit. What, then, must 
we do ? Let us go forward man- 
fully, with no ill will to others, and 
explain and defend our cause. If 
others are sincere, we are equally so. 
The field is broad, there is room for 
all. If the cause be of God, it surely 
will prosper. 

REV. MR. THOMPSON, OP SALEM. 

Rev. Mr. Thompson, of Salem, 
said, he rose more for the purpose of 
expressing his hearty concurrence in 
the objects of this meeting, than in 
the hope of adding to its interest by 
anything which he might say. There 
was a single thought suggested by 
the gentleman who preceded him, on 
which he thought he might venture, 
for a moment, to enlarge. It was 
this — thai the cause of Unitarianism 
was none other than tfie cause of Chris- 
tianity. This he believed in the sin- 
cerity of his heart ; and he felt most 
solemnly the conviction, that any 
effort made to sustain or advance 
the cause of Unitarianism, was an 
effort made for the diffusion and 
triumph of pure Christianity; and 
that, so far as we co-operate as Uni- 
tarians, in the spirit of Unitarianism, 
to accelerate its progress, so far we 
co-operate as Christians in the spirit 
of Christ to speed the establishment 
of the kingdom of God in the earth. 
Sir, it is not the cause of a party 
that we are solicitous to promote. 
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It is not for such a cause that these 
doors have been thrown open to us, 
and we have come together this even- 
ing in solemn assembly. It is no 
sectarian field whose borders we are 
eager to enlarge : it is no sectarian 
interest which we are exciting one 
another to aid ; but it is the great 
cause of Christianity, as Jesus gave 
that divine religion to the world ; the 
cause of truth, the cause of righteous- 
ne$8, the cause of love, of celestial 
and godlike benevolence, that we 
would here arouse, unite, and pledge 
our energies to subserve. It is sym- 
pathy in this cause, cordial and sin- 
cere, glowing and lasting, that we 
would awaken and extend. 

Let it not be thought for a mo- 
ment, Sir, that we are acting here 
as sectarians. It is a higher and a 
holier purpose which has called us 
together. Besides, we are entirely 
wanting in the essential features and 
characteristics of sectarianism — sepa- 
ration, for we do not withdraw from 
any communion, unless denied our 
Christian rights ; creeds, for we 
have no creed but the Bible, God's 
own word, as it commends itself to 
every man's conscience. We have 
no set of doctrines long and com- 
plicated to which we require assent, 
before we can receive to our fellow- 
ship a fellow-believer. We belong 
to the holy church universal, and 
therefore are ready to give the right 
hand of Christian affection to the 
devout Calvini8t, to the humble Me- 
thodist, to the sincere Universalist, 
and to the pious Catholic. We are 
glad to witness in their lives the 
fruits of pure religion ; and when- 
ever and wherever we see these 
fruits, we feel under a religious 
obligation to admit that the tree 
which bears them was planted of 
the Lord. We desire,— as I trust 
every Unitarian in this assembly will 
bear me witness, — we desire to throw 
around all Christendom the golden 
chain of Christian love ; and we ask 
no man to bend his reason to our 
faith. How then, Sir, can we be 



called sectarian in the popular accep- 
tation of that word ? We do not 
require, as a condition of fellowship, 
a conformity either of faith or form 
or discipline to our own, and we 
freely accord the Christian name and 
character to our brethren of every 
branch of the great Church, of which 
Jesus is the only head. But, Sir, if 
to be zealous for Christian love in 
its length and breadth and whole ex- 
tent — if to be indexibly opposed to 
everything like exclusiveness and 
uncharitableness — if to be resolutely 
bent on the overthrow of an assumed 
infallibility, on the part of some of 
our fellow-Christians — if this be sec- 
tarianism, then, Sir, I confess that 
we are sectarians, bone, muscle, and 
sinew, to the very blood and spirit ; 
and I pray God that we may conti- 
nue to be so for ever. 

Sir, (said he,) if I do not greatly 
mistake, it is the breaking down of 
all barriers to love between Chris- 
tians and the production of a deep and 
unfeigned fraternal regard, which it 
is our aim, the end of our efforts, to 
effect. And it is this which I call 
the great cause of Christianity ; for it 
was the new, the peculiar command- 
ment of the Saviour to his disciples, 
* That ye love one another ;* and it 
is a free, prompt, general, universal 
obedience to this command which, as 
Unitarian Christians, we are now 
labouring, and would always labour 
to secure. Sir, it is certain that this 
great end for which Jesus lived and 
died, will never be attained, so long 
as Christians of one form of specu- 
lative faith shall feel at liberty to 
disown and denounce those of a dif- 
ferent form. This will never be 
effected, so long as one class of be- 
lievers shall assume the right of 
determining the essential doctrines 
of Christianity. This will never be 
effected so long as the right of free 
examination and private judgment is 
in any way, and to any degree, in- 
fringed — so long as any believer, 0£ 
body of believers, shall presume to 
establish any condition of fellowship, 
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other than that broad and liberal con- 
dition authorized by Christianity, a 
belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, and the natural and necessary 
consequences of such belief. Who, 
Sir, let me ask, has a right to make 
any other condition, and who gave 
him this right ? On what one of the 
sons of men did the Saviour confer 
the power of deciding on the right 
and the wrong in another's faith ? 
Where is the evidence of this gift of 
power ? "Where are the credentials ? 
These are what we want — these are 
what we demand. We do not find 
them in the word of God ; and the 
simple reason is, we believe, because 
they are not there. Him, therefore, 
who presumes to exercise that power, 
we cannot but regard as an usurper, 
who does himself a wrong and his 
fellow-men a wrong, and Christianity 
a wrong. Sir, it is no small evil ; 
nay, it is an evil of tremendous mag- 
nitude—that there are men amongst 
us, good men otherwise, Christian 
men, who dare to take to themselves 
this power, and fear not to judge 
their fellow - believers concerning 
things whereof no man knoweth, 
* save the spirit of man which is in 
him,' and of which no other being 
knoweth, save him who searcheth 
the heart. These men must surren- 
der this power, unjustly held, before 
all Christians will love one another 
as disciples of one master, heirs of 
one hope, children of one father. 
Samaritan must meet Jew, and Jew, 
Gentile. The walls of partition must 
be beaten down ; * not one stone be 
left upon another;' and a spirit of 
kindness, of charity, of union, and 
of peace roust animate and pervade 
all bosoms. Sir, is it not this which 
we are endeavouring to accomplish? 
Is it not this for which we have here 
offered our united and fervent sup- 
plication to heaven ? And is not 
this the great cause of Christianity ? 
And is it not of sufficient import- 
ance to quicken us to the highest 
effort— to awaken in us the deepest 
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and holiest and most ardent emo- 
tions ? 

Who, Sir, love us as brethren? 
Who treat us as fellow-disciples of 
Jesus ? They who daily and hourly, 
in their public convocations, in their 
private gatherings, and even in their 
prayers to God 4 say all manner of 
evil against us,' calling us 4 deniers 
of the Lord that bought us !' They 
who warn others to avoid us, to flee 
from us, as they would avoid a leper, 
and flee from a pestilence ! They 
who call us the enemies of truth, the 
enemies of religion, the enemies of 
Christ and of God! And is this the 
love by which we and all men are to 
know that they are the true disci- 
ples ? 

We are stigmatized as heretics ! 
Sir, I know of no heresy under the 
sun so monstrously unwarrantable 
and absurd, as that of the assump- 
tion of infallibility by poor, weak, 
erring, sinning man. 

And whoever meets one of us, and, 
simply because we do not agree with 
him in our religious opinions, passes, 
in his mind, sentence of condemna- 
tion on our Christian character — 
whoever does this, virtually assumes 
the attribute of infallibility, and if it 
were ever proper and just to punish 
any man as a heretic, it would be 
that man. But, Sir, the cause which 
we would promote would not sanc- 
tion, nay, it would frown indignantly 
on any attempt to punish or injure 
him. It holds the principle of 4 bless- 
ing him that curses us and praying 
for him that persecutes us.' I re- 
peat, Sir — and in doing it will relieve 
your patience — that it is not the 
cause of a sect that we are anxious 
to advance ; but it is the cause of 
Christianity, uncorrupted, the light 
of the world, tolerant, liberal, divine 
Christianity. And we wish this to 
prevail and gain for itself triumphs 
and trophies, until it shall embrace 
all men in its arms, and present 
them, united in eternal fellowship, 
as an acceptable offering unto God. 
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HON. 8. C. PHILLIPS. 

Mr. Chairman : — That such a meet- 
ing as this should have been held — 
that it should have been announced 
through the medium of the public 
press — and that so many should have 
been found ready to come forward 
upon such a notice to signify their 
approbation of the object of the meet- 
ing, are circumstances which afford 
an encouraging proof of the progress 
and present influence of Unitarian 
Christianity. 

The time was, Mr. Chairman, with- 
in vour recollection, and within the 
recollection even of those who have 
recently attained the age of manhood, 
when publicly to profess Unitarian 
Christianity was but to incur the un- 
mitigated charge of heresy, infidelity, 
and impiety ! The time was when 
the pulpit and the press uttered no- 
thing but denunciation of the motives 
and purposes of the few, — the very 
few, — who, at the risk of martyrdom 
at the bar of public opinion, could 
venture to * confess Christ before 
men' in the simple character in which 
they believed him to have been born 
into the world, and to be revealed in 
Scripture. The time was, and that 
but recently, when many believed it 
to be their solemn duty to sound the 
alarm of danger, and to raise the cry 
of watchfulness, wherever the fury 
of intolerance had been so far remit- 
ted as to permit Unitarians to speak 
for themselves ! The time was, and 
that but recently, when Sunday, and 
the church, and the Bible were 
thought to be profaned by the use of 
Unitarians; when, under the im- 
pression that Unitarians in profession 
were Deists in disguise, the old re- 
garded with distrust, and the young 
were taught to view with suspicion, 
our professions of reverence for the 
divine revelations of the Old and 
New Testaments, and our unqualified 
disclaimer of any doctrine or prin- 
ciple which might not be shown to 
be contained therein. The time 



was, Sir, and that but very recently, 
when even by those who reluctantly 
conceded that our opinions might be 
made to appear plausible as matters 
of speculation, their practical ten- 
dency was, to say the least, seriously 
questioned ; and when our fellow- 
Christians did not refrain from warn- 
ing us, in the anxiety of their hearts, 
that our faith could yield no support 
in the vicissitudes of life, and that it 
must wholly fail us at death ! 

Far be it from us, Sir, to complain 
of the means by which it has pleased 
God to cause all things to work to- 
gether for good. The scrutiny to 
which our faith has been subjected 
has tested its purity, and tried its 
strength. Everywhere spoken against, 
it has" been, through the zeal of its 
opponents, everywhere proclaimed ; 
and nowhere has it failed, in a greater 
or less degree, to conquer prejudice, 
to silence calumny, to excite inquiry, 
and to produce conviction. Nowhere 
has it failed to gain friends and ad- 
vocates, who have lived and died in 
reliance upon its principles. No- 
where has it failed to exert a benign 
influence upon human interests and 
relations. Abroad, in countries where 
the government was not sufficiently 
despotic to suppress it, but where it 
could be held only under the penalty 
of civil disabilities, it has exhibited 
bright examples of conscientious 
rectitude, humble piety, and enduring 
fortitude ; and here, in this land of 
free minds and honest hearts, it has 
advanced with the slow but sure 
march of truth, wherever error had 
preceded it. With no panoply but the 
Bible, with no other weapon than 
reason, contending only in self-de- 
fence, yielding every right which it 
claimed, and honouring motives while 
it protested against dogmas, it has so 
far triumphed over or conciliated its 
opponents, as to enjoy, at the present 
day, its full share of confidence and 
respect. Yes, Sir, our claim to an 
equality of Christian rights is at last 
virtually conceded ; and he must be 
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weak or wicked, a bigot or a calum- 
niator, who would now venture be- 
fore God and man, to deny us the 
Christian name. It is rather for our 
fellow-Christians, if they would do 
us justice, to yield their testimony, 
that we have never been wanting, as 
a body, in the liberal support of re- 
ligious institutions— that our socie- 
ties and ministers are numerous and 
respectable — that the cause of good 
morals has never been deserted nor 
betrayed by us — that we have formed 
no alliance, political or personal, with 
the opponents, or to the prejudice, of 
religion — that we have neither dis- 
carded nor failed to rely upon the 
Bible as our rule of faith and prac- 
tice — and that we are and ever have 
been ready to make exertions and 
sacrifices for the common cause of 
religious knowledge, liberty and cha- 
rity. It is more than we can as yet 
expect of our fellow-Christians, to 
concede the soundness of our opi- 
nions ; but for a favourable interpre- 
tation of our motives and objects we 
do not fear to rely upon their sense 
of justice. 

There are, perhaps, even yet, those 
in the community who are slow to 
believe that the odious accusations 
heretofore preferred against our faith 
and its professors, are wholly unsus- 
tained. And if from a sense of jus- 
tice, charity, or shame, other charges 
are no longer persisted in, there is 
one which still meets us in every 
shape of censure and reproof, and 
demands, from its importance, serious 
consideration. It is the charge of 
indifference, lukewarmness, and cold- 
ness in religious concerns. It is the 
charge that Unitarians, individually, 
and as a body, are more negligent 
than their fellow- Christians of reli- 
gious duties — that they are " more 
lax" and ** less scrupulous" in reli- 
gious observances — and that in their 
deportment they exhibit less evidence 
than others, of a decidedly religious 
character. 

Now, however much there may be 
of exaggeration and injustice, if theie 



be any truth in this charge, let it in- 
cline us, first of all, to serious ex- 
postulation. Are these things so? 
Not to compare ourselves with our 
fellow-Christians, but to compare our 
own practice with our own faith, we 
may admit, and we ought to confess 
with sorrow and remorse, that there 
is much truth in the charge. That 
we have failed to reflect seriously 
upon our destiny and duties — that 
concerns of the day and hour have 
engrossed our thoughts and affections 
—•that in the employment of our 
time and talents we have sadly mis- 
taken our true interests — that in 
much of our conduct our principles 
and motives have not been those of 
Christian morality — that for our- 
selves, our friends and children, we 
have not eschewed temptations, into 
which it was our duty not to suffer 
ourselves or them to be led — that, in 
short, we have done far less than we 
ought to have done, by our private 
and public influence and exertions, 
for the cause of strict virtue and per- 
sonal religion, who amongst us shall 
not acknowledge ? 

But let the censure fall not upon 
our faith, but upon ourselves. We 
put it to our fellow-Christians, we 
put it to the world — what is there in 
our faith, which does not absolutely 
require the strictest conformity of 
our characters to the principles, the 
precepts, the example of Jesus ? 
What is there in our views of Chris- 
tianity that robs a single duty of its 
obligation, or a single virtue of its 
attractiveness ? What is there in 
Unitarianism to encourage or permit 
the slightest misdemeanour, or the 
most venial foible ? What is there 
that falls short of requiring the en- 
tire devotion of heart and life to the 
service of man and the known will 
of God ? What is there in Unita- 
rianism that does not frown upon 
thoughtlessness, heartlessness and 
inaction? They charge us justly 
who allege that we place no reliance 
upon ' imputed righteousness' (tech- 
nically so called), and that we attach 
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merit to good works. We believe, 
as we believe we live, that life is de- 
signed for virtue ; that religion is de- 
signed to promote virtue ; and that 
virtue on earth is the pre-requisite to 
happiness in heaven. We believe 
that it is not so much by calling 
Jesus Lord, or magnifying his name 
or nature, as by keeping his com- 
mandments, and doing the will of 
God his Father, we are to vindicate 
our claim to be called his disciples. 
We believe that the misery as well 
as happiness of our future condition 
will be spiritual and not physical, and 
that the remorse and internal anguish 
which we here feel for wrong con- 
duct at the moment we are conscious 
of it, is the fittest emblem of what 
they must suffer to whom the con- 
sciousness of all their bad acts and 
perhaps worse motives shall sud- 
denly be imparted in the hour of re- 
tribution. Holding such views of 
religion, of life, and of duty, how 
shall it be said that we, above all 
others, can find any excuse, still less 
any inducement, in our faith for 
aught that savours of indifference, 
lukewarmnes8, and coldness in our 
moral and spiritual concerns ? Let 
them who venture to say so, point to 
a principle or precept inculcated by 
Unitarians, which justifies the charge. 
We do not know, and, until we are 
otherwise advised, must deny that 
there is any such ; and when it is 
pointed out, we will show that it has 
been misrepresented, or we will re- 
nounce it. 

The present meeting, Mr. Chair- 
man, will not allow us to admit, un- 
qualifiedly, the charge of religious 
indifference. There is a spirit here 
which encourages the hope that in 
many hearts Unitarianism has proved 
itself to be Christianity in all its in- 
fluences and effects. It is not in this 
church that we are to believe that it 
is wanting in power to convince the 
reason, to rouse conscience, and to 
warm the affections. It is not in this 
county y as has been well shown, that, 
either in its past history or present 



condition, any other than what we 
esteem liberal and rational views of 
Christianity have been most distin- 
guished for producing a salutary and 
permanent influence. It is not in 
this state, distinguished for the preva- 
lence of Unitarianism— it is not in 
Massachusetts, surely, that so far as 
we are concerned, the principles and 
interests, the instructions and ordi- 
nances, the schools and churches of 
religion, have been suffered to lan- 
guish and decline. Rather has it 
been here, and amongst ourselves, 
that learning and talent and private 
munificence , and the public bounty , 
have been frequently appropriated 
to religious uses. Rather has it 
been here, and amongst ourselves, 
that religion has been held to be the 
bulwark of all our institutions, and 
that the support of religion, in per- 
fect consistency with liberty of con- 
science, has been felt to be the duty 
of every citizen and of the whole 
people. We may, then, as we should 
upon every such occasion, confess 
our deficiencies, and exhort each 
other to reformation and improve- 
ment ; but it would be unjust for us 
to admit that the charge of our op- 
ponents is to be received without 
limitation — that it is more true of us 
than it is of themselves, and of all 
not divested of the imperfections of 
humanity — or, least of all, that it has 
any pretensions to truth, as directed 
against the pure and holy faith in 
which we trust. 

The present occasion, suggesting 
so many causes of gratitude to God, 
and of mutual congratulation, de- 
serves especially to be improved as 
the commencement of a new series 
of efforts to excite and extend a re- 
ligious sympathy, and to aid the 
cause of practical piety amongst our- 
selves. We ought not to be insen- 
sible to the new and peculiar circum- 
stances in which we are placed. By 
the blessing of God we are no longer 
a few scanty, scattered groups, in- 
capable of co operation, and hardly 
daring so much as to make ourselves 
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known to each other. Our churches 
and congregations are now so nume- 
rous that in this quarter nothing 
would seem more easy than for us to 
hold frequent and profitable inter- 
course ; and there seems, also, to be 
no mode of bringing us together, 
combining more attractions and ad- 
vantages, than that which has been 
adopted by our friends at whose in- 
stance we are now assembled. There 
are surely none amongst us, laity or 
clergy, who do not need the counte- 
nance, the excitement, the encou- 
ragement, which such meetings are 
suited to impart. They will call for 
no sacrifice of time which we should 
not readily have appropriated to com- 
paratively unimportant secular inte- 
rests. Their design is, by the aid of 
circumstances, to call us to deliberate 
more seriously and frequently upon 
our Christian privileges and obliga- 
tions — to direct our attention and 
our efforts to practicable measures 
for the common benefit — to make us 
better acquainted with our situation, 
our wants and our duties as a body 
of fellow-believers — and to enable 
us, by combined as well as separate 
exertions, to do more, constantly 
more, for the cause of truth and vir- 
tue, of Christ and God. By holding 
such meetings, let it be understood 
and realized, that we deem religion 
a matter of such moment that we 
choose to bestow upon it an in- 
creased attention, and that we are 
anxious to strengthen in the mind 
of every individual, the conviction 
that he can and ought to do more, 
much more, for his own religious im- 
provement, and for the diffusion of a 
religious spirit, wherever his example 
may be witnessed, and his influence 
extends. 

This, then, is what we want — to 
do more for ourselves, and amongst 
ourselves. We ought not to shun 
controversy when it is forced upon 
us — our opinions should be tested by 
constant investigation and discussion 
— but let us remember, above all 
things, that Unitarianism is a prac- 



tical religion ; that It requires all the 
duty which man can perform; and 
that it is nothing short of its original 
design, to render the whole of life 
one act of blended piety and benefi- 
cence. What excuse shall a Unita- 
rian invent for neglecting or delaying 
to be a religious man? The simple 
faith which he professes has com- 
mended itself to his understanding. 
He perceives in it no perplexity, no 
mystery, no gloom, no absurdity. 
In every principle and precept he 
traces the impression of truth and 
virtue. In its requisitions he com- 
plains of no austerity, and although 
he perceives that they are as com- 
prehensive as his faculties, and as 
lasting as his existence, he perceives 
also that they have no other purpose 
than his own improvement ; and what 
can a rational being desire so ardently 
and so exclusively as his own im- 
provement? What doubt can he 
entertain that the whole design, and 
the whole effect of this religion, is to 
impart a moral dignity to his charac- 
ter, to instil the noblest sentiments, 
to inspire the best feelings, and to 
make him, by its various and con- 
stant influences, a blessing to himself 
and all around him ? What doubt 
can he entertain that'such a religion, 
if sincerely embraced, will guide him 
safely through the changes of life, 
and will conduct him to its close in 
peace ? How can he doubt that such 
a religion will lend its sweetest 
charm to youth, its most enduring 
honour to manhood, and its only 
comfort to old age ? How can he 
doubt that the principles and spirit 
of such a religion are suited to ac- 
company him in all his pursuits, to 
regulate every transaction, to save 
him from temptation, to make pros- 
perity harmless, and adversity use- 
ful ? How can he doubt, then, that 
it is safe and wise, nay, that it is ne- 
cessary and indispensable for him to 
strive earnestly, steadfastly, and habi- 
tually to acquire and manifest the 
spirit of this religion in all his thoughts, 
in all his feelings, in all his conduct ! 

Q 2 
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Shall he fear to encounter a want 
of sympathy in those who seem to 
prefer to be irreligious rather than 
to appear religious? What can 
their sympathy avail him? If the 
alternative is to despise himself, or 
to despise them, to violate his prin- 
ciples, or to contemn their sophistry, 
will he hesitate in his decision ? 

Shall he fear that the claims of re- 
ligion may conflict with his worldly 
interests ? Is there any worldly in- 
terest of so much value that it will 
compensate for the want of religious 
principle? Can our worldly inte- 
rests, under any circumstances, rest 
upon so solid a foundation as reli- 
gious principle ? Let the idea be 
again and again repeated, that, so 
far from interfering with worldly 
avocations, religion, as we under- 
stand it, actually designs to carry us 
into the world and through the world 
under the influence of such motives 
and habits that every faculty shall he 
well employed, that every hour shall 
be well spent, that every reasonable 
desire shall be gratified, and every 
laudable purpose promoted. It with- 
draws us from no pursuits but such 
as we cannot approve, and debars no 
enjoyments but those which must be 
eventually disgusting. 

Shall a Unitarian, moreover, be- 
lieve, or act as if he believed, that an 
attention to religion may be deferred 
until a late, or the latest period of 
life ? Let him remember that there 
is no period of life which may not be 
late enough to be the latest ; and 
especially let him remember that by 
the principles of Unitarianism there 
can be no compensation in the ago- 
nies of a death-bed for the waste of 

■ 

hours, and days, and years, which 
might have been devoted to duty, to 
virtue, and to God. 

What, is it asked, shall a Unitarian 
seek to become when he becomes re- 
ligious ? The character of Christ 
is the model proposed for his imita- 
tion. This is the standard of moral 
and religious perfection. We can 
conceive of no virtue which it does 



not comprise, and of no duty which 
it does not illustrate. Our love of 
Christ is the love of his character — 
of the principles, motives, purposes, 
which governed his intercourse with 
man and God— which were breathed 
in every prayer, uttered in every 
discourse, and manifested in every 
action — which, in our view, gave all 
its glory to his life, and all its value 
to his death. Looking, then, to Jesus, 
the author and finisher of his faith, 
the Unitarian will strive to become 
pious, humble, and resigned to the 
will of God, like Aim— doing good 
always and every where, like him — 
seeking the honour which cometh 
from God only, like him — enduring 
temptation and trials, like him — 
honouri rig goodness under every name 
and in every form, like him — in 
short, devotional in every sentiment, 
righteous in every motive, and useful 
in every act, like him. 

Could every individual here pre- 
sent resolve to be from this moment 
what he will now admit an Unitarian 
should become — could he be induced 
to shut out from his mind all other 
considerations of duty and interest 
but such as his religion approves — 
could he carry hence to the bosom of 
his family the blessed influences of 
the temper of his Master — could he 
nobly go forth into the world bearing 
upon his front the badge of his pro- 
fession, steadfastly maintaining his 
own integrity, and emboldening 
others to walk in his steps — could 
he feel and make others feel that 
whatever is opposed to Christian mo- 
rality is as weak as it is wicked, and 
that it is an act of self -degradation 
to refuse to be a Christian — could he 
feel and make others feel that there 
is no limit to the influence of a good 
motive, and to the effect of a good 
example — could he feel and make 
others feel that to a truly good man 
the love of usefulness supplies the 
place of all meaner ambition, and 
that in the circumstances of every 
individual there is ample scope for the 
beneficent exertion of the most varied 
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faculties ; — could every Unitarian, and then to have a minister, if they 

here and elsewhere, thus think and can get the Home Missionary Society 

feel, and act, we might safely leave to support him. 

our principles to be judged by their In an address, published by the 

results. In the view of an admiring Hampden county auxiliary to the 

world, and of a grateful posterity, Massachusetts Missionary Society we 

the truth of God would be the in- find the following statement :— 

scription every where displayed upon *The number of feeble churches 

the broad banner of our faith, while and congregations in this Common- 

tht > spirit of Christ would impart its wealth, which cannot sustain the 

brightest lustre to the public and pri- ministry of the word without aid, 

vate character of every disciple. is more than sixty.' [A note in the 

_______ Recorder says " eighty.*'] 

The Society urges its appeal to 

EIGHTY FEEBLE CHURCHES. the community for funds in such 

It is generally known that many language as this : — * Can you behold 

small Calvinistic churches have been the desolations which error, and 

established in different parts of heresy, and wickedness are bringing 

Massachusetts, within a few years over many societies, once famous for 

past, that are unable to support their adherence to the pure doctrines 

regular worship, except by large as- of Christ, and for the influence of 

sistance from missionary funds, these in turning sinners to God, 

These new churches have been mostly with indifference? Can you see 

formed within Unitarian parishes, many, for conscience sake, driven 

where there was too small a popu- from the home where their fathers 

lation to support two ministers, and worshipped, compelled (by us, the 

where the people were, for the most only true ministers of Christ), to 

part, happy with their minister, unite in feeble bands, and to appeal 

There is good evidence, that their to their Christian brethren for aid, 

establishment has been frequently that they may be fed with the sincere 

caused, not so much by the original milk of the word, and permit the 

wants or wishes of the people, as by desolation to increase, and the weak 

excitements and disaffection pro- to sink down under their burdens ? 

duced by the intermeddling of the Shall fathers and mothers, whose 

orthodox clergymen and other zealots hope is in Christ, and in the precious 

of neighbouring towns. Nor have doctrines of his grace, see their fa- 

these men been over-scrupulous as milies scattering away, to receive the 

to the character of the means used influence of those who trample upon 

to effect their purposes. Hard the truths, which they deem alone 

speeches against Unitarian ministers able to make men wise unto sal- 

— Calvinistic tracts thrust upon the vation ? ' 

people against their wishes — and Thus, it will be perceived, all goes 

finally an organized religious police upon the assumption that every Uni- 

— visiting committees of orthodox tarian minister is leading his people 

clergymen creeping into houses and straight down to perdition, and that 

imposing upon and alienating from there is no Christianity out of the pale 

their ministers the ignorant, the of Calvinistic orthodoxy. A modest 

unstable, and the weak, — these are conclusion surely; and in beautiful 

common instruments and methods of accordance with the many Christian 

operation. And what is the result ? requirements of humility, self-dis- 

— eighty feeble churches. Eighty trust, and charity to others, 

feeble churches ! that are to have a 1 Driven from the home, where 

new house of worship, if they can their fathers worshipped.' This is 

get some zealous clergyman to un- the language used in reference to 

dertake ^ tour of begging for it,— the * feeble churches.' Let us un- 
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derstand now the true import of this, 
and see if it be in reality what is 
intimated. Are men really forbidden 
to worship and to enjoy the ordi- 
nances of religion where their father* 
worshipped ? No. The only for- 
bidding is, that a feeble minority of 
the people shall not, as they have 
claimed to do in repeated instances, 
impose a minister on the majority, 
contrary to their choice and wishes, 
and oblige them not only to hear, 
but to pay a man for denouncing 
them as heretics and infidels. For 
this simple assertion of their Chris- 
tian rights, the majority are branded 
as persecutors. — Christian Register. 



CANADA— MONTREAL. 

The melancholy intelligence has 
arived of the death of the Rev. 
David Hughes, late of Yeovil, who 
was carried off by cholera almost 
immediately after his arrival at this 
place. Mr. Hughes and his family 
left England about the end of May 
last, and reached Montreal after a 
voyage of nine weeks. Such was 
the state of the town, from the de- 
vastation and alarm produced by the 
ravages of the cholera, that accom- 
modation could only be obtained for 
the travellers by the active interpo- 
sition of an Unitarian to whom Mr. 
Hughes made himself known, and 
whose kindness to him and his now 
destitute family was most unwearied 
and invaluable. Mr. Teulon, the 
friend to whom we refer, immediately 
made known the arrival of an Uni- 
tarian minister to other Unitarians 
in the place, who manifested the 
strongest interest in the circum- 
stance ; and before he had been 
twenty- four hours in the city, several 
of the first merchants and their 
ladies there established waited on 
him to congratulate him — to express 
their pleasure at his arrival, and 
offer him every assistance in fur- 
thering his views. This was on 
Th ursday. On Friday a deputation 
waited on him to solicit a Sabbath 
service on the following Lord's Day, 



— he assented — for some particular 

reason they then requested him to 
preach on a given text — * Christ and 
him crucified,' — to which he also as- 
sented ; on which they applied at the 
whole round of chapels for the use 
of a pulpit for two hours — to be only 
uniformly repulsed. They then got 
permission to use a school-room, 
where he addressed an auditory of 
about eighty Unitarians — with such 
acceptance that they determined, if 
possible, to fix him with them, — and 
immediately subscribed 601. for fitting 
up a 8 tore-room capable of accom- 
modating one hundred or more per- 
sons, and entered into negotiation 
for a dwelling-house in which to 
install his family. Having preached 
twice on the Sunday, and once in 
the week, on the 9th of August he 
embarked in the steam- boat to ac- 
company his daughter to the house 
of a lady with whom she had been 
previously engaged to reside. He 
left his family about five o'clock 
in the morning, and before nine 
o'clock in the evening was dead 
and buried. His daughter was at- 
tacked also, but medical aid was 
promptly sent from Montreal, and 
she recovered, and was taken back 
to that place by a friend wjio had 
set out instantly on hearing of what 
had occurred. The kindness of 
the Unitarians of Montreal to the 
afflicted family has been truly ex- 
plained. Both in that, and in the 
zeal which they demonstrated for 
the establishment of Unitarian wor- 
ship, we trust it will appear that 
there are many here who sympathise. 



IRELAND. 
From the Biblb Chhwtun. 

Bigotry at its work again. — We 
hardly expect to be believed when 
we inform our readers, that Mr. 
Cromie, of Portstewart, the land- 
lord of a great many of the members 
of the newly-erected Remonstrant 
Congregation, in Ballymoney, has 
refused to allow his tenantry to ob- 
tain stones from his quarry, for the 
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ptirpose of building a honse for the 
worship of God. Such, however, is 
the fact. 

The Remonstrant Congregation 
has been obliged since it was first 
formed into a worshipping society, to 
assemble on the Lord's Day in the 
loft of a grain store, which has been 
fitted up as a temporary meeting- 
house. The members, feeling them- 
selves sufficiently numerous and 
united to commence the building of 
a more permanent and commodious 
place of worship, sent forward a de- 
putation, consisting of the Rev. Mr. 
Osborne and another gentleman, re- 
questing Mr. Cromie to allow them 
to procure stone for the erection — 
but to their no small surprise, and to 
his great disgrace — they met with an 
absolute refusal. The only reason 
assigned by Mr. Cromie was, that 
" he could not conscientiously allow 
stone to Arians." He intimated that 
as he had already made up his mind 
on the subject, there was no use in 
further urging their request. With 
this reply the deputation of course 
were obliged to be satisfied. 

Here, then, is a member of the 
Protestant Church, which professes 
to be founded on the right of private 
judgment, refusing, not his support, 
for that was not asked— not his coun- 
tenance, for that was not expected— 
but simply a common and customary 
accommodation to persons who sought 
that accommodation, merely that they 
might be enabled to assemble in a 
decent and suitable building, to wor- 
ship the God who is a spirit, and who 
must be worshipped in spirit and in 
truth — in the only mode of which 
their consciences approve. The stone 
ki the quarry is of no use to Mr. 
Cromie : the removal of it does not 
leave him by one doit a poorer man : 
permission to take it for purposes 
connected with the improvement of 
the estate, or the convenience of the 
tenantry, has hitherto been freely 
bestowed by Mr. Cromie, as we are 
sure it would be by every other land- 
lord in the island ; but the creed of 



the present applicants does not 
square precisely with Mr. Cromie's ; 
and therefore he refuses. 

Here again is a member of the 
Protestant Church established by 
law, which derives so much of its 
support from tithes, the produce of 
the industry of Roman Catholics, 
Presbyterians, and Dissenters of va- 
rious denominations; here is he 
withholding not a pecuniary contri- 
bution, but an act of ordinary courtesy, 
which would have cost him nothing, 
when that act would have proved a 
convenience and accommodation to 
Christians of another communion. 
Truly the members of the Church of 
England will feel little obliged to 
Mr. Cromie for the plea of conscience, 
which he has, in this instance, set up 
in his defence. If the conscience of 
a member of the Church of England 
will not allow him to permit a body 
of Dissenters to remove a few value- 
less stones, in order to build a meet- 
ing-house, perhaps Dissenters may 
begin to ask themselves whether 
their conscience (for they have con- 
sciences too) ought to allow them to 
contribute of their skill, capital, and 
industry, in the form of tithes, to the 
support of the Church of England ; 
a church from which they are Dis- 
senters only because they believe her 
doctrine, discipline and worship, to 
be at variance with the word of God. 
Now if the Presbyterians of the 
North were to ask themselves this 
question, and by mistake or otherwise 
happen to answer it in the negative, 
the results might be particularly in- 
convenient to the Church of Eng- 
land, especially at the present mo- 
ment. The son of Peleus inquires 
in the Iliad whether the Atridae 
alone are privileged to love their 
wives. Perhaps Dissenters might, 
by such examples, be prompted to 
inquire whether Episcopalians alone 
are to be allowed to keep a con- 
science ! 

And what is the reason assigned 
by this conscientious gentleman for 
his denial of a petty civility to the 
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Remonstrant Congregation of Bally- 
money ? The persons composing it 
are not to be allowed to take stones 
from his quarry, because they, for- 
sooth, are Arians! while he himself, 
as we presume, is a Trinitarian* 
That is to say, they worship the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom Mr. Cromie also 
adores ; but abstain from the worship 
of two other persons whom Mr. 
Cromie believes to be entitled to the 
homage of religious adoration. This 
is, at the worst, only an error of 
omission, on their part, even accord- 
ing to the estimate of their conscien- 
tious landlord. Were he to enter 
the place where this Arian congre- 
gation assemble to worship God, he 
would hear no prayer in which he 
could not join with perfect propriety; 
although there might be something 
wanting which he would wish had 
been added. This is the head and 
front of their offence ; but it appears 
so great to the mind of Mr. Cromie, 
that he has felt himself obliged to 
withhold an act of customary polite- 
ness from those who are guilty of it ; 
and to declare that further applica- 
tions are useless, as he has made up 
his mind on the subject. This is his 
treatment of the unfortunate Arians. 

There is, however, a congregation 
of Roman Catholics in the same 
neighbourhood who are, at the pre- 
sent moment, engaged in erecting a 
chapel for their worship; and to 
them Mr. Cromie has acted a more 
liberal part ; for he has granted to 
the Catholics that permission which 
he has denied to the Remonstrants. 
Now, as the Roman Catholics are in 
the habit of presenting religious ado- 
ration to the Virgin Mary and a 
number of saints and apostles ; and 
as all such worship must, in Mr. 
Cromie's opinion, be idolatrous, if he 
be a consistent member of the Church 
of England ; it follows, that in his 
judgment, it is better to commit ido- 
latry than to engage in a worship 
which, so far as it goes, he allows to 
be pure, though he believes it to be 



imperfect — that is to say, it is better, 
according to him, to do a positive 
wrong, and to do it repeatedly and 
habitually, than to omit the perform- 
ance of one particular thing, which 
he judges to be right. This is the 
way in which his conscience compels 
bim to act. He feels no scruple in 
extending his favour to the persons 
whose religion he has sworn in his 
oath of office as a magistrate to be 
nothing less than idolatry ; while he 
refuses the common courtesies of a 
landlord to the Remonstrants, whose 
form of worship is such that he might 
join in every part of it with perfect 
propriety and consistency. Truly 
some men's consciences lead them 
into awkward situations ! The awk- 
wardness of Mr. Cromie* s situation 
is increased by his having sometime 
since granted the use of his quarry 
to the Covenanters for the erection 
of their meeting-house; it being a 
matter of notoriety that in the solemn 
league and covenant, and other sym- 
bolic writings of that Church, Papacy 
and Episcopacy are both denounced, 
and condemned to be uprooted by all 
the means which can be employed 
for the purpose. Without subscrib- 
ing this document, no person can be 
a minister among the Covenanters, 
nor, we believe, received into com- 
munion with any of their congrega- 
tions ; and these are the persons 
whom, together with the Roman 
Catholics, the zealous and conscien- 
tious Episcopalian, Mr. Cromie, se- 
lects for the objects of his especial 
favour ! 

Let not the tenour of these latter 
observations be mistaken. We are 
far from disapproving of Mr. Cro- 
mie's conduct in granting the re- 
quired accommodation to the Roman 
Catholics and Covenanters of Bally- 
money. On the contrary, we highly 
approve of his behaviour in so doing. 
But we do most decidedly condemn 
his inconsistency in refusing toothers 
what he has felt no scruple in ac- 
cording to them. 

It may be thought that in these 
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strictures we have been more severe 
than the occasion required. Perhaps 
there might be some reason for say- 
ing so, were there no more in this 
business than meets the eye. But 
we feel perfectly convinced that the 
object for which the slight was put 
upon the Remonstrants of Bally- 
money, was much more important 
than to retard, for a few months, the 
building of their meeting-house. It 
was designed, not simply to delay the 
erection of their place of worship, 
but to destroy their congregation, Mr. 
Cromie is the person on whose 
estate a great many of the members 
of the newly-formed society reside ; 
and this demonstration of his feeling 
was intended, as we have reason to 
think, to serve as a hint to those of 
his tenants who might be inclined to 
join the Remonstrants, that they can- 
not do so without incurring his dis- 
pleasure ; and to those who have done 
so already, that they can only regain 
his forfeited favour by relinquishing 
their recently-adopted connexion. 
But we know the Remonstrants of 
Ballymoney ; and we can take it 
upon ourselves to assure Mr. Cromie 
that his threats and his annoyances 
will be equally fruitless when ad- 
dressed to men of their firm and de- 
termined character. Their religious 
views are too deeply considered and 
too seriously embraced to be aban- 
doned at the bidding of a fellow- 
mortal ! He may, no doubt— so far 
as the use of his quarry is concerned, 
— do with it what he pleases ; for it 
is his own : but they will teach him 
that the consciences of his tenantry 
are not under his control, for they 
are not hit own J 

After all, the power of Mr. Cromie 
to injure the congregation happily 
does not extend as far as his incli- 
nation. It is fortunate that although 
stone cannot be had for the erection 
of a meeting-house in Ballymoney, 
(for there is no quarry in that neigh- 
bourhood but his,) yet brick can be 
manufactured and purchased in every 
part of the country. It ia true that 



the cost of the material will"be greatly 
increased by his illiberality ; but we 
are sure, if the congregation think 
it necessary to apply for assistance 
to meet this additional demand, they 
will receive aid from many quarters ; 
were it only to show that the time is 
come when the formation and pro- 
fession of religious opinion must be 
left free and unshackled ; when man 
must not attempt to dictate a creed 
to his brother, and landlords, content 
with their just influence over the 
property of their tenantry, must de- 
sist for ever, from their tyrannical 
efforts to establish a dominion over 
their souls ! R. 



SCOTLAND. 

The Rev. W. Smith has resigned 
the charge of the congregation at 
Dundee. In the afternoon of Sun- 
day, August 26th, Mr. Smith deli- 
vered a farewell sermon, from the 
words ** Let us hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering." 
The chapel was •quite full. At the 
close of the service, and after the 
strangers who were present had re- 
tired, Mr. Smith addressed the mem- 
bers of the congregation, thanking 
them for the kind and respectful 
manner in which he had been uni- 
formly treated by them, and express- 
ing the hope that some good had 
been effected by their united exertions 
in the removal of prejudice and error. 
Mr. George Speid, on the part of the 
congregation, came forward and 
expressed in the most feeling and 
impressive manner, the regret of the 
Society at the loss they were about 
to sustain by Mr. Smith's removal-— 
their unfeigned respect for his talents 
and character — and their admiration 
of his strenuous labours in the ad- 
vancement of Christian righteous- 
ness and truth. Mr. Speid then 
presented to Mr. Smith a handsome 
volume, which had been purchased by 
their united subscriptions, and on 
which was inscribed these words :— 
41 Presented to the Rev. William 
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Smith, by the undersigned members 
of the Dundee Unitarian Congrega- 
tion, in testimony of their respect 
for him as a man — their approval of 
the manner in which, for two years, 
he has discharged the duties of a 
Unitarian minister among them — 
their regret that circumstances render 
it necessary that their mutual con- 
nexion should be dissolved, and their 
earnest wishes for his prosperity and 
happiness." Mr. Smith replied ; the 
audience were deeply affected ; and 
with mutual good wishes and fervent 
prayers, Mr. Smith and his friends 
separated. — Pioneer. 



UNITARIAN STATISTICS. 

%* In these lists of Unitarian 
chapels the letters P, GB> and M 
designate Presbyterian, General 
Baptist, and Methodist : the figures 
following the minister's name denote 
the average attendance ; F, that the 
chapel has a fellowship fund ; L, a 
library; S, a Sunday school; and 
D S, a day school, the number of 
scholars being added when known. 

Wales, 

The following has been sent as a 
list of Unitarian congregations in 
Wales:— 

Cardiganshire. 1. Capel-y- 
Groes and Ystrad. R. Davies. 8. 
Pant-y-defaid, Owen Evans pro tern. 

Carmarthenshire, 1. Carmar- 
then, David Evans, pro tern. 8. St. 
Clears, J.Thomas. 8. Rhyd-y-Farc. 
(No settled minister). 4. Pant-teg, 
B. Evans. 5. Llandybie, J. Grif- 
fiths. 6. Gelly (a small congrega- 
tion assembling in a room). 

Glamorganshire. l.Gellionnen, 
J.James. 8. Swansea, R. A wbrey- 
3. Ditto, Philip Richards. 4. Neath, 
J. Davies. 5. Bridgend, J. Jones. 
6, Blaengurach, Wm. Williams. 7. 
Aberdare, Thos. Evans. 8. Mer- 
thyr-Tydvil, John Evans. 9. Coed-y- 
Cymmar, Thos. Davies. 

Only two of these have made re- 
turns;— l. Capel-y-Groea; Rees 



Davies; 800 to 300 ; S. 8. Swan- 
sea, R. Awbrey; 120; F; L. 

Island of Gu ernsey. 
Guernsey. S. Weston ; 30. 

Scotland, 

Edinburgh (Young-sreet). B. 
T. Stannus ; 100 ; S, 20. 

Glasgow. George Harris ; 500 ; 
F; L; S. 

Dundee. Vacant. 

Greenock. A. Macdonald. 

Port- Glasgow, No minister. 

Paisley, Carluke, Tillicoul- 
try, Kilmarnock. Supplied by H. 
Clarke, missionary, who has also 
preached at Lanark, Johnstone, and 
other places. 

In various parts of Scotland there 
are resident Unitarians, and, we be- 
lieve, occasional meetings for divine 
worship. The following have been 
mentioned : — Dumbiane, Blackford, 
Renfrew, Annan, Saltcoats, Aber- 
deen. 

ADDITIONS and corrections. 

Dorsetshire. 
Bridport. R. Cree; 800; F; 
L.; S. 

Dorchester. L. Lewis; morn- 
ing 100, afternoon 150, evening 130 ; 
F; L; S, 25 girls. 

Poole. J. Michelson ; 70; L ; S. 

Wareham. J.C.Wallace; 100; 
L; S; 

Correction — Lancashire, 
Pre 8 ton. J. Ashton ; 60 ; F ; L. 
Bolton. F. Baker; 400; L 
(Chapel and SS); S, 200; DS. 30 
girls ; trust school, 50 boys, 40 girls, 

Kent. 

Maidstone. There was an error 
respecting the number of the Maid- 
stone congregation, it is 250 and 
not 1 50 ; and this does not include 
the schools. 

Nottinghamshire. 

Nottingham. (High Pavement 
Chapel) ; Benjamin Capenter ; 500 ; 
F ; L ; and S, 800 ; and DS, 40 
boys and 85 girls. 

At New Radford, a village about 
a mile from Nottingham, there is a 
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small society of Methodist Unita- 
rians, who assemble in a neat chapel 
erected about seven years ago, where 
there is a morning and evening ser- 
vice ; it is supplied occasionally in the 
evening by Rev. B. Carpenter, but 
principally by Mr. Jonathan Holmes, 
a lay-minister, and latterly by Edward 
Hawskley, a young man, who assists 
him during one part of the day. The 
average number of attendants is 
from 20 to 30. A Sunday school 
for boys and girls containing 100 to 
180. 

At Mansfield there is an old-esta- 
blished chapel and congregation, 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
John Williams. 

There is no other congregation 
or society of Unitarian Christians in 
Nottinghamshire, but those above- 
mentioned. There was formerly a 
Presbyterian congregation at Sutton, 
in Ashfield, under the care of Dr. 
Davies, now one of the medical pro- 
fessors of the London University, 
but I believe it is entirely extinct, 
and has been for some years. 

Devonshire. 
Honiton. James Taplin; 100; 
F ; L ; S, 30 boys and girls. 

Sussex. 

Horsham. Gfi ; Thomas Sadler 
and R. Ashdowne ; 150; (no F, but 
a Missionary and Tract Society). 



ROYSTON. 

Os Sunday, September 83d, a small 
but neat chapel was opened for re* 
ligious services at Royston, Hert- 
fordshire, when two sermons were 
delivered by the Rev. Yf. Clack, of 
Soham, — that in the morning, on 
the love of God and men, from 
Matt. xxii. 37-40. The preacheren- 
deavoured to show, that the views 
entertained by Christian Unitarians 
of the Divine perfections and cha- 
racter are highly important, as they 
teno" to promote obedience to the 



two great commandments, therefore 
that they are worthy of the most 
cordial acceptation, a steady pro- 
fession, and of zeal for their diffu- 
sion, and concluded with an address 
suitable to the occasion. 

In the afternoon the discourse was 
on the importance of not being 
ashamed of the Gospel, from the 
words of the Apostle Paul, in his 
Epistle to the Romans, i. 16. The 
nature, design, and efficacy of the 
Gospel were taken into consideration, 
after which it was shown that the 
doctrines held and espoused by Uni- 
tarians are in accordance with it ; in 
particular, that they comport with 
the primary meaning of the word 
gospel, i.e. 'good news,' but that 
some which are considered by many 
the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel 
are contrary thereto ; the folly and 
injurious tendency of being ashamed 
of it, were pointed out ; and an ex- 
hortation given to an imitation of 
Paul, to be like him, ready to say— 
44 1 am not ashamed of the Gospel," 
and to prove the sincerity of such a 
declaration by the temper and con- 
duct 

Qn the following Sunday morning 
service was again conducted by the 
Rev. W. Clack, the discourse founded 
on Matt, xxii., 41-46. At the close 
of the service the Lord's Supper was 
administered, when ten united in 
partaking of it. In the afternoon, 
Rev. G. H. Wells, M.A. officiated, 
and delivered an excellent discourse 
on the value of Christian zeal, from 
Gall. iv. 18. 

Thus the wish of several friends 
of Unitarianism at Royston, .and its 
vicinity, for a chapel in which they 
might assemble for the worship of 
the Father, and attend upon services 
congenial to their views and feelings, 
has been accomplished. They were 
cheered by the congregations ex- 
ceeding their expectations, and the 
pleasing prospect afforded of their 
efforts to establish a Christian Uni- 
tarian church proving successful. 
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BOLTON DISTRICT ASSOCIATION. 

This thirteenth half-yearly meeting 
of the Bolton District Unitarian As- 
sociation was held at Chowbent, on 
Thursday, October 4, 1832. The 
religious services were conducted by 
the Rev. Franklin Howorth, of Bury, 
and the Rev. John Ragland, of Hind- 
ley, the latter of whom preached from 
Matt. xix. 17. The preacher's ob- 
ject was to show the folly of trusting 
to the performance of external rites, 
and the profession of certain doc- 
trines of faith, as passports to a hea- 
venly kingdom. Holy living, he 
contended, was the purest Chris- 
tianity, the best fruit of holy doc- 
trine, and the only foundation for 
« The hope that maketh not ashamed.' 

At the conclusion of the services 
in the chapel, a numerous party as- 
sembled to dinner, and to spend a 
few hours afterwards in the inter- 
change of friendly sentiments, and 
in the promotion of that social inter- 
course which it is one of the objects 
of the Association to encourage. In 
the absence of T. B. W. Sanderson, 
Esq., the Rev. Franklin Baker, of 
Bolton, was requested to take the 
chair. The business of the meeting 
being transacted, the Chairman pro- 
posed * The King, and may he never 
forget those principles which fixed 
his family on the throne of these 
realms.* 

The Chairman, in proposing the 
next toast, could not help congratu- 
lating the meeting on what had been 
already achieved for civil and reli- 
gious liberty in this country, and in 
the prospect of its triumphs being 
extended to other parts of the world, 
where it was now only known as one 
of the bulwarks of Britain's glory. 
It was only to be obtained and pre- 
served under a free constitution and 
an unfettered press, operating upon 
the minds of an enlightened nation. 
He would give * Civil and religious 
liberty all the world over.' 

* The Bolton District Unitarian 
Association.' In giving which as a 



toast the Chairman would add but a 
few words. It had now been esta- 
blished six years, and had gone on 
its way rejoicing, increasing the har- 
mony and friendship of its members, 
and emulating them to good works. 
Almost every meeting offered some 
additional proof of its usefulness, 
either in the development of some 
new plan of benevolence and utility, 
or in the introduction of such plans 
into different societies. It was im- 
possible to allude to these advan- 
tages without connecting with the 
Association the names of its foun- 
der and its treasurer—the Rev. B. 
R. Davis and Mr. Robert Heywood. 

The Rev. B. R. Davis thought the 
Chairman had given him more than 
his due meed of praise. It was true 
that the first suggestion of the Asso- 
ciation proceeded from him, but the 
idea was instantly adopted by many 
of his friends, who then made it their 
own, and gave it a shape and form, 
which had made it useftil and agree- 
able to all the congregations con- 
nected with it. He had no doubt, 
that as long as it was productive of 
so much good it would continue to 
flourish. 

Mr. Robert Heywood was gratified 
to see so large a meeting. He found, 
by referring to his book, that the 
attendance had never been so nume- 
rous as on the present day. Some- 
thing always depended upon the wea- 
ther, and something upon the locality 
of the place where the meeting was 
held, both of which were favourable 
on this occasion, but he had reason to 
believe the meetings of the Asso- 
ciation were becoming more spirited 
and interesting. 

The Chairman, after passing a 
merited encomium on the religious 
services of the day, proposed the 
health of the two officiating gentle- 
men — ♦ The conductors of the public 
services in the chapel, and thanks to 
them for the manner in which they 
were performed.' The Rev. Messrs. 
Ragland and Howorth briefly ac- 
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knowledged the notice which was 
taken of their services. 

The Chairman next gave — * All 
seminaries of education established 
on catholic principles, and may they 
never fail in producing exemplary 
and efficient labourers in the vine- 
yard of Christ.' 

The Rev. T. May, of Stand, had 
been requested to make a few re- 
marks upon the last toast, and it was 
gratifying to him to do so, for he 
entirely concurred in the sentiment 
therein expressed. He had been 
educated in the Dissenting Academy 
at Belfast, where the most catholic 
principles prevailed. He had had for 
his fellow-students Churchmen and 
Calvinists, Trinitarians and Unita- 
rians; but these varieties of opinions 
had never interfered with their inter- 
course or friendship, and he felt con- 
vinced that their proximity to each 
other had fostered none but kindly 
feelings. He wondered how long the 
two great monopolies of learning in 
this country would be allowed to 
continue, without any effort being 
made to remodel their charters and 
constitution. If it be expected that 
such a movement will proceed from 
the learned dignitaries themselves, 
who preside over these institutions, 
we may wait till doomsday. The 
spirit of the age may reach them, 
and must reach them; but it must 
be expressed, before it can be heard, 
by the loud and commanding voice 
of public opinion. 

After some prefatory observations 
the Chairman then gave — 4 The cause 
of education — may speedy and effec- 
tual measures be taken to render it 
universal.' 

Mr. C. J. Darbishire rose to ex- 
press his admiration of the last sen- 
timent which proceeded from the 
chair. Education appeared to him 
to be the instrument by which every- 
thing enlightened and generous in 
the character of a nation must be 
achieved. He did not altogether 
concur in the objections urged by 
the Chairman against a national 



education. Only let us have educa- 
tion as much diffused as the light of 
day, and he cared not whether it was 
national or not. Once let us feel 
the effects of it — let the great evil 
of ignorance be removed, and every 
other evil of a minor nature would 
be diminished and corrected. He 
was anxious to see the higher semi- 
naries of education constructed upon 
catholic principles, in order that 
such principles might govern the 
lives of those who are intended to 
teach in our churches ; but he was 
not less anxious that schools should 
be established in every town and vil- 
lage in the kingdom, on the same 
principle, for the sons and daughters 
of the people. If it was desirable to 
protect the mind of the accomplished 
minister of religion from the undue 
biases of prejudice and sectarianism, 
how much more desirable was it to 
preserve the minds of the children 
of the poor from such pernicious 
influences ! He wished to see schools 
established everywhere, and the youth 
of the nation instructed in such prin- 
ciples as would lead them to see that 
their happiness consists in the cul- 
tivation of their understandings and 
their hearts. 

The next toast proposed by the 
Chairman was * Health and prosperity 
to the advocates of Unitarian ism in 
Ireland and in Scotland.' 

The Rev. Mr. Smith, late of Dun- 
dee,and now supplying at the meeting- 
house, Moor-lane, Bol ton , deeply sym- 
pathized in the situation of the Unita- 
rians, both in Ireland and in Scotland. 
He had been resident for some time 
past in the * land of the mountain and 
the flood.' He had seen in that coun- 
try the strong power of early impres- 
sions. From infancy the people of 
Scotland imbibed the doctrines of 
Calvinism. Was it any wonder that 
the progress of other opinions v/as 
slow? There was also something 
in the national character unfavour- 
able to the spread of Unitarianism. 
He hardly knew how to characterize 
it. It secluded the real state of in- 
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dividual as well as national opinion to do for the advancement of liberal 
from the gaze of the stranger, opinions had fallen short of his own 
Though an observer of character, he wishes, however indulgently they 
was not sure that he understood the might be appreciated by others. He 
real opinions of any one individual should always consider it as a part 
in Scotland with whom he had been of his public duty to advocate the 
acquainted. Unitarianism, in the principles of truth and justice in 
northern part of the island, required politics, in morals, and in religion, 
all the aid which could be afforded believing, as he did, that they were 
its advocates from this country, all ihtimately and indissolubly con- 
Not less did the sister-island stand nected. Before he sat down he de- 
in need of our warmest sympathies, sired to give them an opportunity of 
He hoped, with the Chairman, that paying a tribute to those into whose 
the Irish Unitarians would very soon labours we have entered, and who 
determine to make a voluntary sur- are gone to their reward, after 
render of the regium donwn. Ireland sowing the seed, without being able 
was borne down by an ecclesiastical to reap the fruits of their labours, 
oligarchy, which infested the land on He would propose that they should 
which stood their forsaken and ruined drink in silence, * To the memory of 
churches, worse than the vipers and those departed worthies who so ably 
toads which croaked in its fens and and honestly defended the cause of 
marshes. Never was a poor coun- Unitarian Christianity in times past 
try so paralyzed by a system of mis- — times of peril and persecution- 
rule and oppression ; but he hoped a times which we hope are now passed 
brighter day had begun to dawn away for ever.' 
upon her destinies, and that the The Chairman then gave as a 
doctrines of religious truth would toast, « Success to the cause of truth 
acquire power and permanence by in all parts of the world.' The Rev. 
the diffusion of education, and the J, Whitehead, of Cockey Moor, had 
blessings of a milder and more gene- been requested to speak to this sen- 
rous government. He begged per- timent. It contained a wish which 
mission, before he sat down, to pro- every Christian, and especially every 
pose * The health of the Chairman,' Christian, minister must entertain, 
who had made his speeches on this, as whatever be his party or his opi- 
on other occasions when he had the nions. He would be doing violence* 
happiness to hear them, the vehicles to his nature if he were not to con- 
for disseminating the noblest senti- fess, that it was one of his most ar- 
ments. dent prayers that truth should prevail, 
The Rev. F. Baker, in acknow- for he was convinced that it was 
ledging the honour which had just only in the spread of just principles 
been done him, not only by the com- and views of moral and religious 
plimentary manner in which his truth, that any improvements could 
health had been proposed, but by take place in the condition of man, 
the way in which it had been re- and in the prospects of societv. 
ceived, was at a loss to express him- The Chairman hoped he might be 
self in words exactly suited to the allowed to take particular notice of 
occasion. Were he given to bandy those who had honoured the meet- 
compliments, he should say, that such ing by their attendance, not being 
eloquence as was contained in the resident in the district, nor con- 
speech of the last gentleman, he had sequently members of the Associa- 
not very often heard. He was happy tion. He begged to propose * The 
that such frequent opportunities oc- healths of the Rev. Mr. Dymock and 
curred for the interchange of their the strangers, who have favoured us 
sentiments. What ho had been able with their company on this occasion.' 
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The Rev. Mr. Dymock, of War- 
rington, acknowledged the Compli- 
ment paid to himself and friends. 
He had on former occasions re- 
ceived much pleasure from a visit 
to one of the meetings of the Asso- 
ciation) but he had never been so 
highly gratified as he had been with 
the proceedings of that day. Where 
there existed such a friendly spirit 
— such a pleasing emulation to do 
good as prevailed amongst all who 
had taken a part on that occasion, 
it was obvious that nothing but ad* 
vantage could arise from such social 
intercourse. He hoped the Associa- 
tion would long continue in a career 
of usefulness. 

The Chairman had one more 
toast to propose before they parted. 
It was one which he was sure they 
would receive with an expression of 
approbation, because it included the 
name of an individual whom some 
present had long known, and known 
only to honour, and whom none 
had known, even for a short period, 
without entertaining for him mingled 
feelings of affection and respect. 
His worth was not confined to his 
own flock, although among them it 
was most frequently exercised, but 
it was felt and appreciated through- 
out the district. If feelings akin 
to melancholy forced themselves 
upon the mind, in connexion with 
one whose life was so valuable and 
so endeared to us, it was only be- 
cause a lingering complaint had for 
some time impaired that health which 
we so ardently wished to see re-esta- 
blished. The appearances of con- 
valescence would, he hoped, be con- 
firmed, and again enable him, whom 
they all looked upon as a counsellor 
and friend, to enjoy many happy 
years in the bosom of his family, 
and in that pastoral connexion which 
had been productive of so much mu- 
tual happiness. The Chairman con- 
cluded by proposing * the improved 
health of the Rev. B. R. Davies, and 
the health of his congregation, with 
thanks to them for the use of their 



chapel, and for their kind attentions' 
throughout the day.' 

The Rev. B. R. Davies could not 
be insensible to the kind tone of the 
Chairman's observations respecting 
himself. He had some time ago felt 
as if his days were numbered, and 
he had made up his mind to leave 
these scenes for ever. But since 
then, it had pleased God to restore 
him, in some degree, to health ; and 
should his restoration be complete, 
one part of the happiness of the 
residue of his life would be to see 
those friends who now surrounded 
him renewing their visit to Chow- 
bent, and assembling, with himself 
and friends, to promote the cause of 
Christian truth and holiness. 

The Spring Meeting of the Asso- 
ciation was announced to take place 
at Chorley on the last Thursday in 
April of the ensuing year, on which 
occasion the Rev. F. Howorth, and 
the Rev. F. Knowles are expected to 
conduct the services. 



CANTERBURY. 

At the request of two or three in- 
fluential individuals, a meeting was 
called at the General Baptist chapel 
here, on Sunday, October 7, to take 
into consideration the propriety of 
re-establishing our Sunday School, 
which had been discontinued some 
months on account of the scarcity of 
funds to support it. It was agreed 
to raise a boys' school immediately, 
and a girls' school in the ensuing 
spring ; and Messrs. Cade, Ellerbeck, 
Hooker, Booth, and Parsons were 
appointed teachers. On Sunday last 
another meeting was held, to raise 
a subscription for supporting it, 
when subscriptions and donations to 
the amount of 41. 4s. were received 
by the secretary. We intend open- 
ing on Sunday, the 28th inst., and 
expect about twenty boys to begin 
with. As we are at a loss for a 
catechism in unison with our tenets, 
perhaps you or one of your corre- 
spondents will inform us whether 
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there is one published by any one in 
our connexion suitable for our Sunday 
School. 

Our Book Society continues to 
flourish, and much interest is excited 
in the perusal of our works. To the 
list of periodicals which we circulate, 
we have added the 44 Penny" and the 
u Saturday" Magazines, which con- 
tain much interesting information. 

J. T. Ellerbkck. 



LANCASTRIAN SCHOOL EXAMI- 
NATION. 

I was present the other day at an 
annual examination of a Lancasterian 
school of boys, not a hundred miles 
from the metropolis ; and am inclined 
to think that a brief report of it 
may not be unacceptable or useless 
to your readers. The book selected, 
for the purpose was a compilation 
from the Bible, consisting of extracts 
from it, arranged under a series of 
titles, which served as theses for the 
supposed subsequent testimonies to 
their truth. A person attended from 
the Parent Institution to conduct the 
ceremony. The title pitched upon 
by the President was ' Salvation by 
Christ.' Of course everything pro- 
bable and improbable was pressed, 
into the service, from the bruising 
of the serpent's head, to the Lamb in 
the Revelations. The catechist, pro. 
ceeding in his work, alighted upon 
some questions, which the boys as 
unanimously as heretically answered 
by the word God, '^for which they 
were very properly corrected, and 
told to substitute, the Spirit. The 
synonyme, as it was termed, was 
then called for, and the reply duly 
followed, the Holy Ghost. Exposition 
was now the order of the day. 
"What is meant by atonement ? — 
Answer, — Satisfaction. What by 
reconciliation ? — Answer, — Making 
friends. Ex pede Herculcm, — I may 
be excused any further details. 

And is this, then, our far-famed 
system of Bible, and Bible-onlv, edu- 
cation ? The conceit is little less than 
broad farce, if the Sacred Records 



are to be thus travestied, garbled, 
and put higgledy-piggledy together. 

Let me enliven, and close these 
few remarks by a quotation, perhaps 
somewhat in point, from C. J. Fox's 
History — 44 How vain, then, how 
idle, how presumptuous, is the opi- 
nion, that laws can do everything ; 
and how weak and pernicious the 
maxim founded on it, that measures 
not men are to be attended to ! * 

Te Tace. 



The Rev. R. B. Aspland, of Ches- 
ter, has accepted an invitation from 
the Lewin's Mead congregation, Bris- 
tol, to become co-pastor with the Rev. 
L. Carpenter, LL.D. 

Died, on Thursday, ISth October, 
at her house in Clapton, in her forty - 
ninth year, Harriet Hester Spencer, 
eldest daughter of the late Dr. Spen- 
cer, formerly of Bristol. It was the 
earnest desire of this most estimable 
and useful woman not to he the sub- 
ject of funereal eulogy. Her wishes 
are sacred to us, as is her memory. 

Notice. 

Finsbury Unitarian Chapel 
will be re-opened for public wor- 
ship on Sunday, ISth November, by 
W. J. Fox, minister of the cha- 
pel. Collections will be made to- 
wards defraying the expense of the 
repairs. Service to commence at 
eleven o'clock in the morning and 
half-past six in the evening. 

Unitarian Publications. 
4 The Ways of Providence,' a ser- 
mon, by J. Taplin. 4 Original Sin 
irrational and unscriptural,' by Dr. 
Drummond. * Life of Capt. Hey- 
wood,' by Rev. E. Tagart. 4 Daily 
Monitor,' by Charles Brooks, Hing- 
ham, U.S. 
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CITY MISSION. 

We have received the following ac- well attended, especially the even- 
count from Mr. Philp, of the com- ing service, during which it is very 
mencement of his arduous and useful nearly filled. At first a very few 
labours: — only of those persons attended for 

4 Having read with considerable whom the services were principally 
interest and pleasure, in the last and designed ; these have gradually in- 
preceding Number of the Chronicle, creased, and some of them are now 
Dr. Tuckerman's Report, as a " Mi- constant attendants, and they mani- 
nister at large in Boston/' it re- fest, by their conduct, that they are 
minded me that your readers might both pleased and interested, and they 
wish to hear something of that insti- appear grateful for the attention 
tution amongst us, which is as yet shewn them. Many more, I have 
but in its infancy, — I mean «« The no doubt, would attend, did their 
Domestic Mission in London." circumstances enable them to make 

* Though I have nothing great to a decent appearance amongst their 
report, and am by no means sanguine fellow-creatures. This has been 
in my expectations, yet it may be confessed by some whom I have 
satisfactory to the friends of the in- visited, and who were wretchedly off 
8titution to know, that I am at least in this particular: nor have they the 
disposed to "thank God, and to take means of providing even necessary 
courage/' Since the last annual clothing, the whole of their scanty 
meeting of the British and Foreign income being required to procure 
Unitarian Association, a small cha- food for their families, which, un- 
pel has been engaged and opened, in happily, in the midst of poverty, are 
Spicer-street, Spitalfields, under the often very large, 
superintendence of the domestic 4 A Sunday-school has also been 
missionary. The objects contem- commenced, "and is in a state of con- 
plated in this, were to provide a siderable progress. The present 
place of religious worship for the number of scholars on the books are 
poor principally, and in which a forty-four girls and thirty-four boys. 
Sunday-school might be conducted, These, all circumstances considered, 
for the reception of their children ; attend regularly, behave orderly, 
in which they might be taught to evince a desire to learn, and are 
read the Scriptures, and be in- making some progress. For most 
structed in the principles of morality of this I am indebted to the volun- 
and religion, unconnected with any tary and cheerful assistance of three 
human creed. male and as many female teachers, 

1 Divine service is now regularly who are assiduous in their attention 

conducted in this place twice on the to the offspring of our poorer bre- 

Lord's day ; these services are pretty thren. But as some of these cannot 
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attend every Sunday, or twee on 
the same day, the assistance of other 
volunteers in this work of charity is 
earnestly invited, especially as there 
is every prospect of as great an in* 
crease to the school as our place of 
meeting will accommodate. If this 
should meet the eye of any of the 
youth of either sex, who are disposed 
to co-operate in this act of benevo- 
Jence, their services will be thank- 
fully received. The school com- 
mences at half-past nine in the morn- 
ing, and at three in the afternoon. 

* I beg also to observe, that the 
funds which were formed for the 
outfit of the school, by means of the 
charitable donations of certain Id nd 
individuals, are now exhausted, and 
that small annual subscriptions, or 
trifling donations, will be thankfully 
received, and faithfully applied to the 
purposes of this important object. 
I am pleased to find, and glad to 
acknowledge, that the idea which I 
suggested to the committee, and on 
■which they very readily permitted 
me to act, has been partially, and, I 
have no doubt, will yet be more 
fully realized. I thought that the 
opening of a place of worship in the 
district, and the establishment of a 
Sunday-school, would facilitate my 
intercourse with the poor. This has 
already led me to call on those, whom 
otherwise I might not have seen, and 
has given me easy access where I 
might, without it, have found some 
difficulty. Calling, as a visitor, to 
inquire after the children, in case of 
their non-attendance, &c, has, inva- 
riably been well received by the 
parents, and in some cases with much 
apparent gratitude. This alone, as 
the school increases, will find me an 
introduction to different families, 
and will lead to a knowledge of their 
circumstances and moral condition. 
As, however, I wish, on this subject, 
to deal neither in fiction nor conjec- 
ture, I will take the liberty of simply 
stating one fact of recent occurrence, 
out of several that I might name. 
This may enable your readers to 



judge whether I am correct in my 
suggestion as to the plan adopted. 
In the early part of last week I called 
at a house to inquire after two of the 
Sunday scholars, who had not at- 
tended for the two preceding Sun- 
days. I saw the father, who said 
their mothers illness had prevented 
their attendance. I inquired into 
the nature of her complaint, and 
said I should be glad te see her, if it 
were agreeable to him. He replied, 
she had been ill some time, but he 
believed was now very near the end 
of her sufferings; yet he seemed not 
to wish me to see her. I then asked 
what, in her weak state, she could 
make use of, and offered to bring 
her a little arrow-root the next day. 
He coldly thanked me, and I retired. 
The next morning I went, accompa- 
nied by my daughter, and saw the 
poor creature, who expressed grati- 
tude for my attention ; and after con- 
versing with her, and praying by her, 
my daughter having promised to 
bring her some articles of linen, of 
which she seemed much in want, 
we left her. When we again 
called with the promised parcel, we 
found a girl, of about sixteen years 
of age, sitting before a fire-place, 
looking very disconsolate, and, on 
my hesitating, she said, pointing 
with her finger to a small inside 
room, "Walk in, sir, there is my 
poor dear mother, her sufferings are 
now ended ; " and she burst into a 
flood of tears. On my attempting 
to console her, she said, " O, sir, I 
am not sorry that my dear mother is 
released ; but if it had pleased God 
to take me with her, I should be 
happy." On my inquiring for her 
father, she said he was gone out, but 
she scarcely knew where. Perceiv- 
ing her shivering with cold, as well 
as overwhelmed with grief, my 
daughter asked her why she did not 
light a fire and attend to the other 
children? She replied, " O, Miss! 
during my mother's illness, we have 
burnt all our coals, and have no 
money to buy any ; nor have we any 
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meat in the house, nor a sixpence to 
purchase it." Here then, I thought, 
was a scene of wretchedness. In 
one desolate-looking room lay the 
dead mother! In another, equally 
desolate, sat the elder child of the 
family, without fire or fuel to make 
one ; and five other children, with- 
out food, or money to purchase it ! 
I shall not soon forget the scene ; 
and could not help wishing that 
some of the sons and daughters of 
luxury had been present to witness 
it. Oh ! how easily might the 
affluent, by only curtailing a few of 
their superfluities, be the means- of 
administering consolation to many a 
poor sufferer, and thus procure for 
themselves, at a very cheap rate, the 
blessings of them that are ready to 
perish ! 

4 Some of the children who have 
come to us in a wretched condition 
as to clothing, and others who have 
been absent for want of necessaries, 
on inquiry, I have supplied with a 
few articles, from donations of cloth- 
ing furnished by some generous in- 
dividuals. From one lady, in the 
vicinity of this city, I received, a few 
days since, fifty articles of various 
kinds, made up chiefly from half- 
worn materials, but exceedingly use- 
ful for the purposes of my poor 
charge. 

4 Dr. Tuckerman's ample and very 
valuable remarks on the subject will 
render any observations of mine un- 
necessary. From that gentleman I 
have lately received two volumes ; 
one containing a series of his Re- 
ports, and the other entitled 44 The 
Visitor of the Poor, translated from 
the French of the Baron Degerando, 
by a lady of Boston," accompanied 
by a truly Christian and friendly 
letter. Conscious, as I am, that the 
Reports of his philanthropic and 
Christian zeal will for a long time, if 
not always, cast a shade over my 
weak endeavours, yet I may hope to 
catch a shred of his mantle; or 
rather, that others may pick up the 
entire garment, and go on in the 



luminous track which his footsteps 
have marked out, until the benevo- 
lent wishes of the philanthropic 
heart are realized, and 

" Vice and muery are no more." 

R. N. Philp. 

London, Nov. 9lh, 1832/ 



UNITARIAN STATISTICS. 

The following list of Unitarian As- 
sociations, with the names of their 
Secretaries, has been formed from 
the recent reports of their Anni- 
versaries; it is therefore probably 
imperfect. It would be desirable to 
add the date of the formation of 
each, the number of its members, 
the day (when fixed) of its Anni- 
versary or other meetings, and any 
peculiarity in its objects or history 
which may be useful. 

British and Foreign Unitarian As- 
sociation. J. Yates ; E. Tagart ; B. 
Mardon ; sub. Sec. Mr. Horwood. 

Western Unitarian Society. T. 
Fry. 

Somerset and Dorset Unitarian 
Association. E. Whitfield. 

Southern Unitarian Society. E. 
Kell. 

Southern Unitarian Fund. R. 
Scott. 

Unitarian Village Missionary So- 
ciety. J. R. Beard. 

Bolton District Unitarian Associ- 
ation. F. Baker. 

Eastern , Unitarian Society. H. 
Hawkes. 

Sussex Unitarian Association. C. 
P. Valentine. 

Kent and Sussex Unitarian Asso- 
ciation. J. Green. 

Hull, East York, and North Lin- 
colnshire Unitarian Association. E. 
Higginson. 

Student's Missionary Society, 
York. 

North Eastern Unitarian Christian 
Association. T. Selby. 

Warwickshire Unitarian Tract 
Society. J. R. Wreford. 

Scottish Unitarian Christian Asso- 
ciation. G. Harris. 
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Irish Unitarian Christian Society. 

W. Porter. 

General Baptist Association. J.T. 

Eckersly. 

General Baptist Assembly. J.C 
Means. 

London and Southern General 
Baptist Association. G. Duplock. 

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

Lancashire. 
Lydiatb, near Holmfirth ; P; 
John Nayler; morning from 25 to 
SO, afternoon about 50. 



RELIGIOUS CHARACTER AND OPI- 
NIONS OF THE LATE CAPTAIN 
PETER HEYWOOD, R.N. 

Captain Heywood, who died on the 
10th of February last, in his fifty- 
eighth year, was a midshipman on 
board the Bounty, at the time of the 
memorable mutiny, for presumed 
participation in which he was after- 
wards sentenced to death, but on 
account of his manifest innocence, 
pardoned and restored to the naval 
service, in which he distinguished 
himself as an excellent officer. The 
following extract is from a Memoir 
just published by his pastor and 
friend, the Rev. E. Tagart, and re- 
viewed in this month's 4 Repository 

* It is evident from the letters of 
Captain Heywood, which have been 
given, and from the whole tenour of 
his conduct, that he was a truly reli- 
gious man. A grateful and adoring 
sense of the perfections and govern- 
ment of the one living and true God 
pervaded his mind, and his piety 
was connected with an invincible 
integrity and moral purity, which 
the world had no power to wound or 
stain. Can such an union of gentle- 
ness and firmness, of disinterested- 
ness and modesty, as was found in 
him, have any other foundation than 
religion ? 

* On board ship he always acted 
as his own chaplain, and he was ac- 
customed every Sabbath-day to 
assemble the ship's company, and 
read to them portions of the church 



CHRONICLE. 

service and of Blair's Sermons. He 
admired these sermons for their 
practical character, and a copy of 
them was always in his cabin for the 
use of his midshipmen, to whom he 
recommended their perusal. To the 
latest period of his life he was fond 
of the study of the Bible, to which 
he devoted himself critically, and he 
would shut himself up in a room for 
a long time, particularly on Sunday, 
to pursue this occupation. On these 
occasions, he secluded himself even 
from his family, upon the principle, 
that religion is an affair between 
every man's conscience and his God ; 
and he rather exhorted his dearest 
associates in life to pursue a similar 
plan of studying the Bible for them- 
selves, than endeavoured to influence 
their speculative belief. 

* It will be interesting to the 
reader to know that, with these 
habits and views, he was in religious 
sentiment strictly a Unitarian. 
Though he rarely made religion the 
topic of his conversation, because, 
perhaps, he met with few who sym- 
pathized in his feelings on that most 
interesting and important of all sub- 
jects ; and though he had a great 
objection to personal controversy 
and discussion, knowing how soon 
the cloud and storm of the temper 
intervene to darken the mild light of 
the understanding, he never con- 
cealed his sentiments, nor hesitated, 
on proper occasions, to avow them. 
It is worthy of more serious observa- 
tion that his views were Unitarian, 
because they were the result of his 
own reading and reflection, under 
circumstances in which no sectarian 
or party feeling, no ties of worldly 
interest or family connexion, nor any 
of the ordinary influences of social 
life could operate to check the free 
exercises of his mind. In the re- 
tirement of his cabin, in the solitude 
of the ocean, in the silence of night, 
he read and thought. Early and 
sad experience of life had given to 
all his reflections a serious cast; and 
while it lessened his taste for the 
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ordinary pleasures of the world, it 
contributed so to elevate and purify 
his mind, as to enable him to view 
all objects through a clear atmo- 
sphere, and to look down upon 44 all 
the kingdoms of the world," and 
judge of the true " glory of them." 
Jt was thus, and in this tone, that he 
adopted those views of scriptural 
truth which, however commonly de- 
nounced by the leaders of public 
opinion, have seemed just to some of 
the wisest and best of the human 
race, and which, in our own country, 
have been endeared to many by the 
approbation of a Locke, a Lardner, 
a Milton, a Newcome, and a Law. 

* Of Unitarians, as a sect, Captain 
Heywood knew little or nothing. 
But in the latter part of his life, as 
his religious views became known to 
some of his friends, he was led to 
attend the chapel in York Street, 
St. James's Square; and entirely 
approving the service, he became a 
regular attendant, as far as his health 
would permit, on public Unitarian 
worship in that place. This conti- 
nued for about two years, and was 
the origin of an intercourse between 
the subject and author of this me- 
moir, most highly valued by the lat- 
ter, who little knew the deep interest 
attached to Captain Heywood's cha- 
racter and history, until he became a 
witness of the sufferings which pre- 
ceded his removal from this scene. 
Such was the independence of Cap- 
tain Heywood's mind, that he shrunk 
to the last from connecting himself 
closely with the Unitarians as a body, 
dreading lest it should bring with it 
any compromise of his own princi- 
ples, and hating the very name of 
sect or party. Yet in private society 
he approved the views, he sympa- 
thized in the feelings of the elder 
Unitarian Dissenters, whom he occa- 
sionally met ; and he entertained a 
sincere respect for their characters. 
That he was a Unitarian, was to 
many of his friends a subject of sur- 
prise, and perhaps of pain, but not 
many could estimate the solidity of 



that knowledge upon which his con- 
victions were based, or the care of 
that inquiry by which his pure and 
simple structure of faith had been 
raised. 

* Captain Heywood often mentioned 
that the first works which he met 
with, containing just views, as they 
appeared to him, on the subject of 
religion and human duty, were those 
of Dr. Cogan. The theological dis- 
quisitions of this author, on the Jew- 
ish dispensation, the paternal cha- 
racter of God, the peculiar blessings 
and characteristic evidences of Chris- 
tianity, and his Ethical Questions, 
abound in valuable reflections, which 
harmonized with the rational mind 
and the benevolent feelings of this 
excellent man. He found in most of 
the popular works upon religion 
much which he could not approve, 
and which appeared fallacious and 
pernicious. Captain Heywood attri- 
buted so much beneficial influence to 
the works of this author, that he dis- 
tributed many copies amongst his 
private friends. 

* He was indebted to a clergyman 
of the Church of England for his 
first acquaintance with another au- 
thor — Dr. Channing, of America — 
of whose writings he became a de- 
voted reader and ardent admirer. 
He was accustomed to speak with 
the greatest delight of the pleasure 
he experienced in the enlarged views, 
the exalted piety, the animating con- 
ceptions of human dignity and duty, 
which pervade the eloquent writings 
of this popular American divine. 
The literature of America in general 
suited his taste. It is true, he knew 
it chiefly from its most favourable 
specimens, but in these he perceived 
good sense prevailing, a disposition 
to bring every opinion to the test of 
truth, without that party spirit which 
mingles so largely in the current 
literature of our own country, and 
tinges our popular reviews with so 
much unfairness and misrepresenta- 
tion. Nor was be slow to do justice 
to the merit of many English Um> 
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tarian writers. He read with great 
satisfaction that important and con- 
vincing work< the Vindication of 
Unitarianism, in reply to Dr. Ward- 
law, by the Rev. James Yates. 

* But his religion was more prac- 
tical than speculative. It was im- 
possible to converse with him with- 
out feeling that, although the lan- 
guage of religion was not upon his 
lips, its spirit was in his heart. If 
he could not accord with the majority 
of professing Christians, and with 
the creeds and articles of the Esta- 
blished Church, in his religious be- 
lief, and if he saw much to disapprove 
in the institutions of his country for 
the instruction and discipline of its 
vouth, he reserved the fulness of his 
indignation for those violations of 
truth, justice, integrity, and candour, 
which fell under his notice in the 
characters of the selfish, the weak, 
and the worldly around him. The 
place-hunter, the time-server, those 
who seek for office at the expense of 
honour and truth, whose words and 
actions are directed by a principle of 
depraved self-interest, and a desire 
to make themselves acceptable to a 
patron and the public, he viewed 
with a scorn which he took no pains 
to conceal. Satisfied with his own 
moderate competency, the titles, ho- 
nours, and riches of the world had 
no charms for him, although he 
might have advanced to the highest 
rank which the service of his profes- 
sion could bestow. In the whole 
course of his career, his pure and 
manly mind never once stooped to 
anything which does 44 not become 
a man." 

' It is not necessary, if it were 
possible, to record the various in- 
stances of his private unostentatious 
generosity. But the place which 
money held in his esteem was mani- 
fested on one or two striking occa- 
sions. A characteristic anecdote is 
mentioned by the writer in the 
United Service Journal : 44 It is little 
more than three years since he called 
upon us one morning, having just 



discovered that upwards of 2000/., 
obtained from him under false pre- 
tences, and which he had advanced 
under the idea of benefiting the son 
of an old friend, were fraudulently 
involved in an insolvency. While 
relating the way in which he had 
been deceived, he suddenly ex- 
claimed, * But it is not the money I 
care so much about, as that it gives 
another proof that we cannot trust 
one another !' " With similar feel- 
ings he contemplated another more 
serious affair. Some wily minions 
had taken advantage of the weakness 
and peculiarities of an aged relative, 
and under circumstances of a pecu- 
liarly grievous nature, during the 
time of his last severe bodily suffer- 
ings, a very large family property 
passed away from his wife and daugh- 
ter-in-law, whom he tenderly loved. 
His spirit, which in the degradation 
of human nature for a moment felt 
itself degraded, could not brook the 
wrong, but he exclaimed, viewing 
his relatives with warm affection, 
14 Thank God, they will have enough, 
and what need they more ? " — while 
a smile of grateful satisfaction passed 
over his countenance, a beam from 
the light within, which spoke of his 
inwardly committing them to the 
care of a good and bountiful Provi- 
dence. 44 It was not so much that 
he knew not the worth of what the 
world has to give, as that he prized 
at a higher rate the freedom and 
tranquillity of mind which it cannot 
give. It was not in ignorance, so 
much as with a good-humoured con- 
tempt of the proffered rewards, that 
he let the stream upon which so 
many venture with eager competition 
pass by him, without unmooring his 
own little bark from the quiet har- 
bour of his contentment.'' 

• Among the last subjects of Cap- 
tain Heywood's reflections was the 
question, * 4 Whether the profession 
of arms is consistent with the prin- 
ciples and belief of Christianity > " 
He was engaged in reading a MS. 
controversy on the question, occa- 
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sioned by Captain Thrush's Lettef 
to the King, wherein that officer 
explains his reasons for resigning 
his commission. It was a subject 
peculiarly fitted to interest his mind ; 
and in conjunction with it, may he 
remembered the resolution expressed 
to Lord Melville, not to quit- his 
retirement except his services were 
needed in time of war. This reso- 
lution, no doubt, had its root in the 
deep impressions of his youth, when 
his innocent mind took shelter in 
high and honourable feelings of de- 
votion to his country and profes- 
sion, from the suspicions of guilt 
and the unmerited difficulties in 
which he was involved. The writer 
does not recollect hearing Captain 
Hey wood formally express the con- 
clusion to which his mind arrived 
» upon the subject ; but he certainly 
felt that war was an evil, for the 
most part originating in maxims of 
policy, and modes of government, 
based on any but Christian princi- 
ples — an evil which must diminish in 
frequency and disappear as the world 
becomes enlightened, and the true 
interests both of governors and the 
governed are understood. The long 
enjoyment of the blessings of peace 
had probably strengthened his sym- 
pathy with the sentiment — 

( War is a game, 
Which, were their subjects wise, kings 
would not play at.' 

IRELAND. 

On Friday, the 21st September, the 
Presbytery of Armagh assembled at 
Redemon, for the purpose of instal- 
ling the Rev. William Crozier, of 
Clonmel, to the pastoral charge of 
Kilmore Congregation, vacant by the 
death of the late Rev. Arthur Nelson. 
They were joined by some of their 
remonstrant brethren, of the Pres- 
bytery of Bangor, and by Drs. Bruce 
and Nelson, Rev. William Bruce and 
Rev. David Watson, of the Presby- 
tery of Antrim. We have seldom 
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seen a more numerous and respect- 
able congregation assembled on a 
similar occasion. 

The services of the day were com- 
menced by the Rev. S. C. Nelson, of 
Dromore. He was followed by the 
Rev. James Davis, of Ban bridge, 
who preached an eloquent sermon 
from Heb. vi. 1 . « Therefore, leav- 
ing the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfection.' 
After this, the Rev. John Mitchel, of 
Newry, delivered an affectionate 
scriptural charge to both pastor and 
people. 

Mr. Crozier and the other Minis- 
ters were entertained at dinner by 
the congregation, together with some 
of the most respectable members of 
the Presbyterian Congregations of 
Saintfield, Killileagh, Ballinahinch, 
&c, amounting in all to about one 
hundred individuals. The dinner 
was served in a larire and com mo- 
dious room, extending over the whole 
upper story, which contained the 
dormitories of the late Redemon 
Academy. Hugh M'Roberts, Esq., 
of Leggagowan, acted as chair- 
man; and James M k Roberts, John 
Davison, and John Walker, Esqrs., 
as croupiers. 

After the removal of the cloth, the 
following toasts were given, prefaced 
by suitable observations, and most 
cordially recei ved : — 

' The King.' 

• The Army and the Navy.' 

' Earl Grey, and his Majesty's 
Ministers.' 

« The Lord -Lieutenant, and pro- 
sperity to Ireland.' 

* The Lord of the soil, William 
Sharman Crawford, the best of land- 
lords ; may his talents and his virtues 
soon be exercised in a field worthy 
of their usefulness and excellence.' 

This toast was received with much 
approbation, by an assembly well 
able to appreciate his worth. When 
the applause had subsided, the Chair- 
man next adverted to the obstacles 
thrown in the way of the settlement 
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of this congregation, by the machU 
nations of interfering strangers, who, 
having long hovered over this peace- 
ful and happy vineyard in vain, during 
the life of its late guardian, seemed 
anxious to gratify their malevolent 
purposes, on his demise, by instantly 
throwing in the brand of discord. 
Their difficulties, however, had 
served to bind the people more 
cordially together, to separate the 
chaff from the wheat, the sound from 
the unsound ; and it was worth their 
while to have been delayed, that they 
might obtain a minister so likely to 
dwell in the hearts of his flock, and 
to promote their interests both tem- 
poral and spiritual, as the man with 
whom, on this happy day, they were 
connected. He would, therefore, 
give— 

' The health and happiness of their 
new pastor, Mr. Crozier; welcome 
among us ; and may the work of the 
ministry prosper in his hands/ 

Mr. Crozier spoke nearly as fol- 
lows: — Sir, in rising to return my 
acknowledgments for the toast which 
has been so kindly given, and so 
cordially received, by this respectable 
assembly, I assure you I labour under 
considerable emotion, arising-, in the 
first instance, from a lively sense of 
the kind reception I have met with, 
from those whom 1 have the pleasure 
to regard as my future brethren, 
friends, and parishioners; and, in 
the next place, from the difficulty I 
feel in giving due expression to all 
that it becomes me to say on so im- 
portant an occasion. I owe it to the 
congregation of Kilmore to record 
my sense of the kindness and unani- 
mity with which they have invited 
me to become their minister; and 
to assure them, that I entertain to- 
wards them every sentiment of re- 
gard and esteem. I trust these feel- 
ings will be heightened as our ac- 
quaintance becomes more intimate ; 
and that our future connexion will 
be cemented by those pleasing and 
happy bonds of union, which must 
ever subsist between a conscientious 



minister, and a worthy and cordial 
people. I do, indeed, look forward, 
with much confidence, to realize 
those pleasing prospects ; and, it is 
with such views, rather than from 
desires of worldly advantage, that I 
have undertaken the pastoral charge 
of this respectable congregation. 
Several circumstances present them- 
selves to my mind, on which I ground 
my expectations of satisfaction and 
comfort, in my future ministry. The 
spot which we at present occupy re- 
calls many of my early recollections. 
The years of my boyhood were passed 
in this place — under preceptors 
whose memory I truly revere — at a 
seminary which is now no more, but 
which was, for many years, a bless- 
ing to the country round ; and the 
fame of which is imperishably re- 
corded in the classic annals of the 
north of Ireland. During my stay 
I experienced much kindness from 
the inhabitants of this neighbour- 
hood, and time has not obliterated 
these early impressions. I rejoice 
to renew them after the lapse of 
years. I am happy to see many 
whom I then knew, still surviving, 
though now wearing the honours of 
the hoary head, and others of my 
own standing advanced to the ma- 
turity of vigorous and respectable 
manhood. I have received many 
cordial greetings on the score of old 
acquaintance, and I regard these 
kind reminiscences as a favourable 
omen of good feeling towards me, 
now that it has pleased Providence 
again to place me among my early 
friends, in different circumstances, 
and in an important relation. Ano- 
ther ground of pleasure and satisfac- 
tion to my mind in my new connexion 
is, the well-known independence of 
the community amongst whom I am 
called to labour. They are of that 
important and valuable class of 
society who are the substantial 
strength and sinews of the country. 
Inhabiting a fertile district, under 
the fostering care of one of the most 
patriotic men and best landlords 
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whom the north of Ireland can boast, 
they enjoy the sweets of comfort, 
respectability, and affluence. They 
are not obliged to cringe or fawn on 
power ; and they can walk with an 
erect front, and fearless step, in the 
presence of their fellow-man. I be- 
lieve, Sir, that they are also inde- 
pendent in mind as in circumstances ; 
and that they regard the maintenance 
of their liberties, civil and religious, 
as of paramount importance. I am 
of opinion that they have, in general, 
a clear apprehension of what these 
invaluable privileges are; and that 
they are not to be deluded from a 
right discernment on these great 
points, by any sinister influence, 
specious artifices, or subtle machi- 
nations. And, allow me, Sir, to add 
my hope and trust, that their moral 
and religious character is creditable 
to themselves, and such as will bear 
a fair comparison with the general 
community of this favoured province. 
I am also, Sir, gratified to think, that 
their free and unanimous choice of 
me to undertake their pastoral over- 
sight, at the present juncture, is an 
acknowledgment, on their part, of 
attachment to those religious prin- 
ciples which I distinctly avmo — which, 
I believe, I hold in common with 
most of my remonstrant brethren— 
which I have long maintained under 
many disadvantages — and which I 
am determined to maintain, as, in my 
mind, the sacred principles of Chris- 
tian truth and liberty. If, Sir, I am 
right in the estimate I have thus 
formed of the congregation of Kil- 
more, I think I have reason to con- 
gratulate myself on my present settle- 
ment, and on my future prospects of 
comfort and satisfaction in my minis- 
trations, amongst so respectable a 
portion of the Presbyterian com- 
munity. There is one other circum- 
stance to which I must allude, as 
adding to the gratification I feel on 
the present occasion — and that is, 
my future connexion with the Re- 
monstrant Synod of Ulster. There 
is no bpdy of men, whose priaciples 



I more fully recognize, and whose 
character I more cordially esteem ; 
and I feel satisfied that 1 shall be 
able heartily to co-operate with them 
in all their public measures. I have 
the pleasure of numbering among 
them the personal friends whom I 
truly value, and I have received kind 
assurances of a cordial welcome from 
all. I, therefore, regard myself, Sir, 
as about to commence my ministry 
in this congregation, under favour- 
able auspices. I am sensible of the 
kindness I have already received. I 
assure you, Sir, this respectable 
company, and my congregation at 
large, of my warmest wishes for their 
prosperity and happiness, and of my 
future exertions to promote their 
best interests ; and I return you 
thanks for the honour you have done 
me. (This address was received 
with loud applause.) 

4 The Moderator and Remonstrant 
Synod of Ulster.' 

Mr. Davis returned thanks. He 
felt peculiarly gratified in looking 
round the present company. There 
were few of them with whom he was 
not intimately acquainted. In com- 
mon with Mr. Crozier, he had been 
educated within these walls, by those 
highly gifted men who so long con- 
ducted Redemon Academy. To 
them, under God, he was indebted 
for whatever he at present was ; and 
especially for whatever independent 
principle he was possessed of. They 
had early taught him to use his 
rational faculties, and to consider all 
his actions and habits as intimately 
and necessarily connected with his 
happiness here and hereafter. Re- 
vering, as he did, the memory of those 
worthy men, he had now great com- 
fort in seeing settled in their place, a 
successor, who was so eminently fitted 
to give satisfaction to this flock. 
With the Remonstrant Synod, he felt 
happiness and honour in being con- 
nected. After dwelling, at consider- 
able length, on the principles of the 
Remonstrants, he maintained, that 
these were th« only princjnle§ by 
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means of which knowledge could be 
advanced, errors exploded, and men 
could mutually improve their fellow- 
men. He concluded by proposing — 

* The health of the Chairman.' 

Mr. M l Roberts said, his words 
were few, but his heart was full and 
warm. Were he separated by seas 
and mountains from this congrega- 
tion, his heart would thrill with de- 
lig-ht, in even hearing of the scene 
which he now had the happiness to 
witness. 

4 The Ministers who officiated to- 
day.' 

Mr. Mitchel, in returning thanks, 
said, that this day amply compensated 
for the days of trial and of trouble 
they had witnessed here, and for the 
insults offered, at one time, by the 
disturbers of the peace of the con- 
gregation. He had no doubt, that 
here, as elsewhere, good would arise 
from transient evil, and that their 
principles would be more widely dis- 
seminated. He concluded, by pro- 
posing — 

* The congregation of Kilmore — 
may peace, harmony, and the blessing 
of God attend it.' 

Mr. Bingham returned thanks. 

* Mr. White, and the Presbytery 
of Bangor.' 

Mr. White returned thanks for 
that Presbytery, * in whose veins,' an 
eminent patriot once had said, * the 
milk of human kindness flowed.' In 
those days, the Bangor Presbytery 
was undivided; and, Calvin ists and 
Unitarians agreeing to differ, dwelt 
together as brethren. Of late, things 
had taken a different turn. The 
labours of some of the Calvinistic 
part of that Presbytery, in this por- 
tion of the vineyard, were anything 
but labours of love ; and their zeal 
in compassing sea and land, savoured, 
he feared, of something else than 
Christianity. 

* Rev. Fletcher Blakely, and civil 
and religious liberty.' 

Mr. Blakely returned thanks, in 
an able speech ; and dwelt, especially, 
on the fact, that attempts of oppres- 



sion, whether in civil or religious 
matters, had ultimately been the 
means of extending liberty and 
knowledge, and of annihilating 
tyranny and bigotry. He saw, around 
him, many of a profession that had 
suffered much persecution from the 
bigotry of the present day ; and who 
were generally among the most 
strenuous promoters of everything 
liberal. He begged leave to pro* 
pose — 

4 Our friends of the medical pro- 
fession.' 

Doctors M 4 Cutcheon and Macou- 
brey returned thanks. The latter 
said, it was nothing new to find 
members of this profession foremost 
among the assertors of the liberty of 
mankind ; and whilst struggling for 
the best interests of their species, in 
common with their clerical brethren, 
foremost also among the victims of 
persecution and obloquy. He made 
some touching allusions to Locke, 
Harvey, and the martyred Servetus. 

4 Doctor Nelson, and the Presby- 
tery of Antrim.' 

Doctor Nelson regretted that Doc- 
tor Bruce had been prevented from 
waiting for dinner, as he could have 
done more justice to this toast. For 
himself, he was too much affected by 
recollections connected with the place 
in which they were assembled. Here 
he had spent his early, happy days, 
with parents, and brothers, and 
friends, now no more. The Presby- 
tery to which he belonged, holding 
similar sentiments and principles 
with their remonstrant brethren, re- 
joiced in the progress of the remon- 
strant cause, and rejoiced in the issue 
of their struggles. Here they had 
lent their aid, and they were ready, 
when occasion might require, to 
lend it again. He observed, that 
the distinctions of New and Old Light 
would have been unknown, had not 
the original light been obscured by 
the inventions of men. If used, we 
claim the title of Old Light to our- 
selves, — for we derive it not from 
the middle centuries and the dark 
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ages, but from him who Is the true 
light, lightening every man that cometh 
into the world. Our creed we take 
from the Saviour himself, who 
teaches us to believe in one only 
living God, and in Jesm Christ whom 
he hath sent. On the Scriptures 
alone we hope to build our faith and 
practice ; and in studying them, to 
exercise that reason which God has 
not given in vain. He compared 
the spirit of ancient Judaism, binding 
men with heavy burdens, to the 
spirit which, manifesting itself a 
century since, drove the Antrim 
Presbytery, and to the spirit which 
lately appearing in the Synod of 
Ulster, drove also the Remonstrants 
to throw off human shackles, and 
assert that liberty wherewith Christ 
had made them free. These prin- 
ciples had been advocated by his 
father, for fifty-four years the happy 
minister of this congregation, and 
by his brother, for twenty-four years, 
under whose ministry the whole con- 
gregation had unanimously joined 
the Remonstrants. — True, since his 
death, the adversary had, like a ser- 
pent, insinuated himself among them. 
But, though some had been Weak 
enough to be led captive, those 
remained, who were the tried and 
steady servants of God* and the 
respected friends of man. He re- 
cosrnised around him those Whom 
he had early known and highly 
esteemed, who were always the active 
members of the congregation, and 
inherited from their fathers a zealous 
love for the truth. Had Mr. Crozier 
been unknown to them, his connexion 
would be a warrant for his integrity 
and usefulness ; but he was known 
here in his childhood ; he was, after- 
wards, trained in a good school, the 
Synod of Munster ; and, he trusted, 
every year would prove the justice 
of their choice. 

• The Synod of Munster.' 

Mr. Crozier acknowledged the 
compliment, in eloquent terms. 

« Rev. William Bruce, and the 
Royal Belfast Institution.* 
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Mr. Bruce gave a lucid view of 
the fundamental principles of the 
institution, free from all spirit of sect 
or party, and eminently fitted for 
aifording a liberal education to all. 
Some were loud in decrying all liberal 
literary education. It was a bad 
omen for their cause. If based in 
ignorance, it must sink. He doubted 
not that the great enthusiasm with 
which the name of the institution 
was here received, arose partly from 
their own peculiar cotinexion with 
it, through the late Dr. William 
Nelson, and from their own experi- 
ence of the benefits of a similar, 
though smaller, academy, here, which, 
before the institution had a name, 
was known by its happy fruits, not 
merely in Ireland, but in Scotland, 
England, and the States of America. 
He would propose, before sitting 
down — 

* The memory of Dr. Moses Nel- 
son, and of his sons, Dr. William and 
Rev. Arthur Nelson.' 

The most profound silence marked 
the feelings with which this was 
received. 

The company separated at an early 
hour, in the greatest harmony and 
delight, and resolved to redouble 
their zealous exertions for the pro- 
motion of their common cause. — 
From a Correspondent of the Northern 
Whig. 



SEVENTH ANNUAL RKPORT OF 
THE AMERICAN UNITARIAN 
ASSOCIATION ON DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS. 

Presented at the Anniversary, May 29th, 

183& 

Thb Executive Committee of the 
American Unitarian Association, in 
presenting their Seventh Annual 
Report, would, with devout gratitude, 
recognise the hand of a kind Provi- 
dence in the unusual measure of 
success which has attended their 
labours during the past year ; a year, 
it will be remembered, of great com- 
motion and excitement, as well in 
the religious as the political world. 
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They proceed to give some account 
of these labours, which they trust 
will show that this extraordinary 
religious excitement has been met by 
a corresponding zeal and activity on 
the part of this Association; and 
that it haa done something more, 
we think, than in any previous year, 
to diffuse just and scriptural views of 
religion, and to sow through the 
land the seeds of an enlightened 
piety, an enlarged charity, and an 
exalted and generous virtue. 

The most efficient and useful in- 
strument of the Association, thus far, 
has been the publication of Tracts, 
explaining the views and urging the 
principles of pure Christianity. At 
the time when this Association was 
formed, in the year ] 825, there were 
but few plain and popular expositions 
of our distinctive opinions. There 
were, it is true, several admirable 
vindications of the Unitarian faith, 
in which its claims were set forth 
with great power and learning ; but 
they were large, expensive, and rare, 
and consequently did not obtain that 
wide and general circulation which 
they deserved. Other smaller trea- 
tises, whose titles we need not specify, 
were more brief and cheap, and easily 
obtained ; but then they laboured 
under the defect of not being per- 
fectly level and obvious to common 
minds. Written as they were by 
professed scholars and theologians, 
they seemed to imply and require in 
the reader a familiarity with the 
general history and argument of the 
controversy, which none but they 
who have made it their particular 
study, can be supposed to possess. 
They were admirably adapted to 
thinking, intelligent, well-informed 
minds ; but were not sufficiently 
plain and elementary for the un- 
learned and humble inquirer. Con- 
sidering the persons for whom they 
were designed, they were perfect in 
their kind, calm, lucid, logical. But 
to the mass of the people, to those 
who were asking, may we know what 
this new doctrine whereof tfroa, 



speakest is ? They were not accept • 
able. They shot over their heads, 
instead of striking at their under- 
standings and their hearts. Tracts 
of a different character were needed 
— certainly not less able, nor written 
by inferior minds— but more simple 
and earnest, coming directly to the 
point, and throwing light upon the 
dark and dubious topics of contro- 
versial theology. A class of writ- 
ings was wanted, which, deriving 
their arguments for Unitarian Chris- 
tianity from the Bible, should show 
its harmony with reason, and esta- 
blish its authority by evidence so 
plain, that every one could compre- 
hend it, so close that no one could 
evade it, and withal set forth in lan- 
guage so persuasive, and in a manner 
so devout and fervent, that prejudice 
might be disarmed, and the favour 
even of opposers be conciliated. 

This, every one will allow, was a 
difficult and delicate task, not to be 
accomplished instantaneously, but by 
patient and persevering effort. The 
Executive Committee of this Asso- 
ciation, convinced of the importance 
and necessity of the work, have for 
seven years been labouring to effect 
it. They have done all in their 
power to procure to be written, and 
circulated through the country, tracts 
of the character above described. 
And though they are fully sensible 
of the deficiencies and chasms which 
yet remain to be filled up in this 
department, yet they feel that they 
may congratulate the Association on 
the many excellent pamphlets, both 
doctrinal and practical, being eighty- 
six in number, which have been 
printed under its sanction. 

It will be seen by looking at the 
catalogue of these tracts, appended 
to this Report, that there is a good 
variety in their subjects. A promi- 
nent object, of course, was to vindi- 
cate and recommend the neglected 
doctrine of the simple unity of God ; 
and accordingly we find a good pro* 
portion of the tracts bearing directly 
on that point* Others are designed 
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to relieve the moral character of the 
Deity from the unjust reproaches 
cast upon it by the popular theology ; 
and others, again, are on the import- 
ant topics of man's nature and moral 
condition. It will be seen, too, that 
the evidences of our common faith, 
the criticism of the New Testament, 
the ordinances of the gospel, the 
nature of true religion, witli its vari- 
ous graces, duties and virtues, have 
not been forgotten or omitted in this 
comprehensive plan. 

Since the last Anniversary thirteen 
new tracts have been printed, twelve 
of the first series, and one of the 
second, amounting to 47,000 copies. 
Within the same period thirty-four 
tracts have been reprinted, amount- 
ing to 80,000 copies, making a total 
of 127,000 copies printed within the 
last twelve months, and more than 
three millions of pages. The whole 
number of copies printed the year 
previous was 72,500, thus showing 
an increase during the past year of 
54,500. For these tracts there has 
been an unexampled and constantly 
increasing demand from all parts of 
the country. The account of the 
general agents shows that, without 
including the supply of the auxi- 
liaries, tracts have been sold to the 
amount of 808,41 dollars. The copies 
now remaining on the shelves will 
be soon taken up by the numerous 
auxiliaries recently formed, or now 
in the course of formation. These 
tracts have not been distributed 
solely in Massachusetts or New 
England. They have gone all over 
the land, from East port to New 
Orleans, and the extremest west, and 
we trust have shed light into many a 
darkened and doubting mind, and 
imparted peace and comfort to many 
an anxious and desponding heart. 

Some persons, we are aware, are 
disposed to regard the printing and 
distribution of tracts as a small busi- 
ness, an insignificant affair — as a 
measure that promises little good, 
and can produce but little effect. 
Your Committee, after the experi- 
ence which seven years have afforded 



them, have come to a different con- 
clusion, and are satisfied that great 
good may be done, and has been done, 
in this way. It should be remem- 
bered that, in many places, these 
tracts furnish the only medium by 
which individuals can become ac- 
quainted with what we deem correct 
views of religion. This is particu- 
larly the case in the newly and thinly 
settled parts of the country, but it is 
true, in a degree, of the country uni- 
versally. Throughout the land a 
spirit of religious inquiry has recently 
been awakened, such as never ex- 
isted before. Everywhere, scattered 
individuals, dissatisfied with the doc- 
trines of the prevalent theology, are 
asking for a purer and better faith. 
How shall they obtain it ? They 
cannot hear it proclaimed from the 
lips of the living teacher. They 
are not sufficiently numerous or 
strong to maintain a preacher, nor 
are there at present Unitarian minis- 
ters enough to supply the vast and 
growing wants of the country. What, 
then, shall they do? They must 
read. The printed tract must take 
the place of the living teacher. 
These little, silent, unpretending 
messengers of truth must be de- 
spatched to the remotest parts of our 
country ; they must go abroad over 
the whole face of the land, traverse 
river and valley, and bear the glad 
tidings of good to the scattered 
dwellers beyond the mountains, to 
enlighten their minds, to warm and 
invigorate their piety, to cheer and 
gladden their hearts. The new set- 
tler may read them to his family in 
his log-house on the Sabbath, when 
he is far beyond the sound of the 
church-going bell, and is debarred 
from the privilege of walking in 
company to the house of God with 
those who keep holy time, and 
worshipping the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness. 

A very efficient auxiliary to this 
Association in the circulation of its 
tracts has been found in the 4 Unita- 
rian Book and Pamphlet Society,' 
which was formed in this city in the 
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year 1827, for the gratuitous distri- 
bution of Unitarian publications of 
an approved character. For five 
years it has gone on silently and 
unobtrusively in its good work, not 
forcing its tracts impertinently upon 
any one, but keeping its depository 
well stored at all times for any who 
may wish to receive them. As might 
be expected, the calls upon it are 
frequent, and the Society has been 
gradually enlarging its resources, 
and extending its operations. During 
the last year it has distributed pam- 
phlets to the amount of 1 1 5,85 dollars, 
and 4000 in number. The whole 
number of tracts purchased and dis- 
tributed since its formation is 25,000, 
the cost of which has been between 
S00 and 900 dollars. The number 
of its members is now 1 50, princi- 
pally young men. It ought to be 
much larger, and as the term of 
membership is a subscription of but 
one dollar, we recommend to the 
friends of religious truth to enrol 
their names on its list of subscribers. 
It behoves us all, in this and in every 
other fair and honourable way, to be 
ready to distribute, willing to com- 
municate of the good word of faith, 
* the truth as it is in Jesus.' 

The ministry at large for the poor 
of Boston, established under the di- 
rection of the Executive Committee, 
and supported by the annual sub- 
scriptions of ladies belonging to the 
several Unitarian congregations in 
the city, has beeu found during the 
past, as well as in previous years, to 
be a great blessing to those for 
whose moral and spiritual improve- 
ment it was instituted ; and it has in 
various incidental ways proved the 
instrument of much good. The 
semi-annual reports of Dr. Tucker- 
man have not only attracted unusual 
attention in this community to the 
general subject of pauperism, and 
impressed a deep sense of the religi- 
ous wants of the poor, and of the 
duties of the more favoured classes 
in relation to them, but have led to 
the adoption of specific measures in 



reference to that very important and 

interesting class, the exposed children 
and youth of the city. It is gratify- 
ing, also, to learn that the success of 
this experiment in preaching the 
gospel to the poor has excited con- 
siderable interest elsewhere, and in 
some places led to the adoption of a 
similar plan for their religious in- 
struction*. 

In the city of New York, an at- 
tempt has been made by one of the 
Unitarian ministers to excite an in- 
terest in this subject. By his in- 
fluence, the eight Reports of Dr. 
Tuckerman have been reprinted, and 
circulated gratis. No movement, 
however, has yet been made to esta- 
blish a minister at large. It is con- 
fidently hoped that ere long the 
apathy of that great city will be dis- 
turbed — a city where such a minis- 
try as this is peculiarly needed, and 
where, if entrusted to proper hands, 
it would be productive of the most 
beneficial results. 

In his last Report, which has just 
issued from the press, Dr. Tuckerman 
states that, during the last half year, 
his visits have been 1321, which 
have been divided among 415 fami- 
lies. * Six, besides myself,' he tells 
us, * are now employed wholly as 
ministers of the poor in this city; 
and not less active than either of us 
in this field of duty, is Mr. Taylor, 
the seamen's preacher and friend. 
We have good reason, therefore, to 
believe that this ministry will be one 
of our permanent institutions. It 
has conduced to very great good; 
and if fit instruments shall be ob- 
tained for it, and it shall be wisely 
conducted, it will never want either 
public approbation or patronage.' 

During the past year some small 
appropriations have been made for 
the support of Unitarian preaching 
in Maine, Connecticut, and New 
York. A much larger sum might 
have been advantageously expended, 

* The reader is referred to the Report of 
the Foreign Secretary for an account of the 
appointment of a City Misaioaary in Loudon. 
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had it been at the disposal of the 
Committee. Numerous applications 
have been made for ministers, which, 
from the low state of the funds, have 
been reluctantly declined. It is hoped 
that, in the course of another year, 
the Association may be supplied with 
the means of sending forth more 
living teachers. The few whom we 
have employed have laboured princi- 
pally in the state of Maine, which 
now seems to be fully prepared for 
the reception of correct views of 
religion. To adopt the language of 
a correspondent, 4 The wants of this 
region are great. The call is urgent. 
They want to hear — they want to 
read. There is a great desire to 
hear our views. An impression may 
be produced by a single discourse ; 
but tracts are necessary to continue 
and carry on the good work. The 
time, I trust, is not far distant when 
societies will be springing up all 
through this region.' It deserves to 
be mentioned in this connexion, that 
the Unitarian Monitor, published 
once a fortnight at Dover, N. H., 
has contributed much to diffuse just 
religious principles through the states 
of Maine, Vermont, and New Hamp- 
shire. In Connecticut, too, where 
truth has had to contend with long- 
established and deep-rooted preju- 
dices, the prospect is every day 
becoming more encouraging. Meet- 
ings recently held in several places 
in that state for the free and full dis- 
cussion of disputed opinions, have 
excited a spirit of inquiry, and it is 
expected will be followed by the 
happiest results. A new paper, en- 
titled the Christian Monitor, lately 
established at Brooklyn, and edited 
by the Rev. Mr. May, promises to be 
an efficient instrument in the cause 
of truth and righteousness. In New- 
port, Rhode Island, the simple and 
rational views of pure Christianity 
were inculcated last summer, in the 
second congregational church, by 
the Rev. Dr. Channing ; and, more 
recently, a Unitarian Society has 
been formed at Fall River, on the 
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borders of the same state. In Brat- 

tleborough, Vermont, the brethren 
who hold the like precious faith with 
us, have erected a church during the 
past year, and invited a pastor, who 
will be ordained in the course of the 
next month. 

The scattered churches that hold 
the simple doctrine of Evangelical 
Unitarianism in the more remote 
parts of the country have been grow* 
ing in numbers, and we trust in 
grace and godliness, during the last 
year. The church in Augusta, 
Georgia, after a year's suspension 
of his labours, enjoys once more the 
presence and services of its pastor. 
In the region of the great West, that 
land of plenty and of promise, the 
state of things is encouraging. At 
Cincinnati and Louisville, two of the 
most important points in that section 
of the country, we now have socie- 
ties and churches ; and the Rev. 
Messrs. Parkman and Walker are 
now on a tour to the west, for the 
purpose of ordaining a minister at 
the former place, and dedicating a 
meeting-house at the latter. In 
Pennsylvania, besides the flourish- 
ing church in Philadelphia, the towns 
of Pittsburg, Meadville, and North- 
umberland, have enjoyed the stated 
services of Unitarian preachers 
throughout the year. A very valu- 
able publication, entitled the Unita- 
rian Essayist, is issued periodically 
at Meadville. In the state of New 
York, new societies have been formed 
at Buffalo and Troy, the former of 
which is now building a church. The 
new society at Fishkill,on the North 
river, has been supplied with Unita- 
rian preaching. The society in 
Ogdensburg has been prospered be- 
yond all expectation ; they have en- 
gaged a minister for the coming 
year, and propose, if they obtain some 
assistance from abroad, to proceed 
to the erection of a meeting-house. 

The attention of your Committee 
has frequently been called to the 
western part of the state of New 
York, They have been led to re* 
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gard it as one of the best fields for 
the introduction and diffusion of 
pure Christianity ; and nothing but 
the want of funds has prevented 
them from sending preachers into 
that region. In confirmation of their 
views and impressions, they beg leave 
to quote from a Report made to 
them by a person in their service, 
who visited that state during the last 
fall:— 

' The result of my observations,' 
he says, 1 and of the information I 
have been able to collect, is that the 
whole of the western part of the 
state of New York is a promising 
field for the labours of Unitarian 
missionaries. The present, too, is of 
all others, the most favourable time 
to enter upon it. The revival that 
has gone through the country, has 
eminently prepared the way. The 
awakened attention of the multitude, 
unless it can be directed to something 
rational, consistent, and solid, will 
subside into a disregard to all reli- 
gion. Under these circumstances, 
let faithful and affectionate teachers 
be sent to them, who shall look them 
up, and kindly take them by the 
hand, and show them from the Bible 
what is honourable to God ; what is 
adapted to the powers, the hopes, the 
destinies of their own nature ; what 
is rational, what is conducive to vir- 
tue, and what will abide the trial of 
the judgment. To such teachers they 
will listen ; and such teachers will 
soon find around them those who 
will support them, and provide them 
houses of worship, and hold up their 
hands, and comfort their hearts, 
while ministering in them. In my 
opinion, there is now a fair demand 
for ten or twelve missionaries in the 
western part of the state of New 
York. In the name of the towns 
and counties and districts above 
mentioned, permit me to solicit in 
their behalf this number of preach- 
ers, with commissions from the Ame- 
rican Unitarian Association, and ac- 
countable to them/ 

For Borne time past your Commit- 



tee has been painfully impressed with 
the apprehension that this Associa- 
tion was not accomplishing all the 
good which it might and ought to 
accomplish ; that it was not exerting 
that wide and powerful influence to 
which, from its name and the cha- 
racter of its members, it was fairly 
entitled. It was thought that the 
time had come when it should act 
more efficiently and extensively;— 
that our prominent situation in the 
religious world, our superior advan- 
tages, the rapid growth of the coun- 
try, the peculiar state of the times, 
the progress of infidelity, and the 
prevalence of fanaticism, all de- 
manded that the Unitarians of Ame- 
rica should do more than they had 
ever yet done to make their senti- 
ments known, and to diffuse more 
widely the principles of a faith which 
needs only to be known, in order to 
be embraced, venerated, and loved. 
Acting from these convictions, the 
Committee resolved to call a special 
meeting for the purpose of bringing 
forward and enforcing the above 
considerations, and of consulting 
whether any, and if any, what addi- 
tional exertions in behalf of Unitarian 
Christianity are required at the pre- 
sent time. 

This meeting was held on the 
evening of the 19th of last March, 
at the Athenaeum in this city. The 
legislature being then in session, a 
large and respectable assembly of 
gentlemen from various parts of the 
commonwealth was convened. The 
views and considerations above-men- 
tioned were presented by one of the 
Executive Committee, who offered 
two resolutions to this effect : first, 
that there is a call upon this Associa- 
tion for increased exertions; se- 
condly, that something should be 
done to secure the appointment of a 
permanent agent. 

These resolutions led to a very 
spirited discussion, in which the pro- 
gress and present state, the prospects 
and claims, of Unitarian Christianity 
were set forth with great clearness 
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and power. There seemed to be but 
one feeling- pervading the assembly, 
and that was, that something might 
be done, and should be done, to ad- 
vance the great and good cause in 
which we are engaged — the cause of 
Christian truth and Christian virtue. 
The first resolution was adopted una- 
nimously, and the second was refer- 
red to a select Committee, consisting 
of the Executive Committee and 
three other gentlemen, to take the 
whole subject into consideration, and 
report at an, adjourned meeting. 

At the adjourned meeting, held on 
the evening of Friday, the 2Sd of 
March, at the same place, the Com- 
mittee made their report, the sub- 
stance of which was this : first, that 
it is expedient that every Unitarian 
Society in the country should be im- 
mediately requested, by a circular, 
to form an Auxiliary Association, 
and report their proceedings before 
the present Anniversary; secondly, 
that measures be taken to secure the 
appointment, and provide for the 
support, of a permanent agent, of 
high intellectual and moral qualifica- 
tions, whose time and talents shall 
be devoted to the service of the 
Association. 

In the discharge of the duty thus 
imposed on them, the Committee im- 
mediately issued the circular ; and 
it now affords them great pleasure 
to state that it has almost universally 
been favourably received, and in very 
numerous instances been promptly 
and effectively complied with. The 
success of the measure has exceeded 
the expectations of the Committee, 
and given them new confidence in 
the spirit and energy of the friends 
of liberal Christianity. In order to 
forward and expedite the business, it 
was deemed advisable to employ 
temporary agents for the purpose of 
visiting particular places, and aiding 
in the formation of auxiliaries. Two 
such agents were appointed, only 
one of whom, however, accepted the 
appointment. The Rev. Andrew 
Bigelow, of Medford, has for the 



last five weeks been acting in this 
capacity, and has manifested an ac- 
tivity and perseverance that entitle 
him to the thanks of the Association. 
In three successive journeys, he 
visited fifty- four towns, in almost 
all of which he established auxiliaries, 
or formed a nucleus around which 
they may hereafter be gathered. By 
means of the circular and the labours 
of the agent, fifty, eight new auxi- 
liaries have been formed. From 
forty-six of these, official reports have 
been received, and it is believed that 
there are many more of which no 
account has yet reached us. 

The Executive Committee feel 
greatly encouraged by the prompti- 
tude and cordiality with which their 
proposal was met ; and while they 
feel grateful to those ministers and 
congregations who have thus come 
forward to strengthen their hands 
and encourage their hearts, they ask 
leave to express the hope that the 
good work will go on, and that an 
efficient auxiliary may ere long be 
established in every one of those 
societies which have not yet moved 
in the matter. This is the only 
mode by which funds can be obtained 
to render the institution extensively 
useful. They would beg permission 
to suggest that those who can afford 
it, should not limit their subscription 
to the mere minimum of one dollar. 
It should be remembered that a very 
large portion of the subscription mo- 
ney is returned in the shape of tracts, 
and that the list of subscribers at 
one dollar each must be very large, 
with that deduction, to produce any- 
thing considerable. There are many, 
doubtless, among us who might easily 
contribute five, ten, or twenty dollars 
annually to the funds of this Asso- 
ciation. They would also remind 
the members that by paying thirty 
dollars at once they may become 
members for life. The ministers of 
many of our churches have been con- 
stituted life-members by the ladies of 
their congregations, and were this 
custom universally followed, a very 
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important addition might be made to 
our funds. 

The other great object content* 
plated by the Committee, was the 
appointment and support of a per- 
manent agent. This has now be- 
come almost indispensable. The 
operations of the Association are so 
great and various a3 to demand the 
whole time and the unintermitted 
attention and care of a superinten- 
dent. Your Committee conceive that 
the officer in question should be a 
man of the highest intellectual and 
moral qualifications, one that would 
command respect everywhere by his 
talents and worth, and unite sound 
judgment and discretion with an 
earnest and fervid zeal in the cause 
of truth and righteousness. Such a 
man they believe would do great 
good. He might visit occasionally 
all parts of our Zion, * confirming 
the churches, and strengthening the 
things which remain and that are 
ready to die.' His personal character 
and talents might do much for the 
advancement of Christian truth and 
holiness. In many places, espe- 
cially in the more remote and retired 
districts, the mere presence of such 
a man, the authorized agent of this 
Association, his very countenance 
and voice would be hailed as a 
cheering and blessed thing. We 
trust that ere long the funds of the 
Association will be so increased as to 
enable your Committee to command 
the services of whatever man among 
us is the best qualified for the office, 
and to pay him a salary equal to that 
paid in any of our churches. We 
want the very best man that can be 
found, and in order to obtain him, 
we must have the means to support 
him. 

During the past year, several of 
the auxiliaries of this Association 
have held public meetings to excite 
one another to new efforts in the 
promotion of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion. Meetings of this kind have 
been held at Hingham, Cambridge, 
Daavers, Providence, and Worces- 



ter. The auxiliaries !n the two last 

places have resolved to hold semi- 
annual meetings, and the Providence 
Auxiliary has printed the Report 
presented at its last meeting. Your 
Committee regard these public meet- 
ings of auxiliaries as very useful, 
particularly in county towns arid 
other large places. They serve to 
excite and keep alive an interest in 
the object; and it has been found 
by experience* that without some- 
thing of the kind, there is great dan- 
ger that auxiliaries will languish and 
die. These meetings will have a 
tendency to encourage the friends of 
religious freedom and pure Chris- 
tianity to be faithful to themselves, 
and to the good cause, and to make 
them feel that it is a cause well worth 
any sacrifice which they may make. 
We trust that, as year after year 
comes round, we shall find these 
meetings multiplying through the 
commonwealth and through the coun- 
try, and that they will form one of 
the most efficient means of awaken* 
ing a greater interest in the objects 
of the Association. At all sue* 
meetings it is respectfully suggested 
that a collection be taken to replenish 
the treasury of the parent institution. 

It was observed in the beginning 
of this Report, that the past year 
had been a season of great religious 
excitement. It is believed that this 
is true of the country generally ; it 
has certainly been the case through* 
out New England. Measures of a 
novel and extraordinary character 
have been resorted to, which seem to 
have been regarded by the people in 
many parts of the commonwealth, 
(to use the language of Dr. Chaun- 
cey,) as ' things of a bad and darv> 
gerous tendency ; ' and in several 
parishes they have manifested their 
disapprobation by dismissing their 
ministers, and inviting among them 
the teachers of Unitarian Chris* 
tianity. In illustration of the state 
of feeling that prevails in many 
parts of the country, we give the 
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received from an intelligent layman 
in the county of Worcester:— 

4 In this region,' the writer ob- 
serves, * a change of sentiment is 
constantly taking place. Unitarian 
Christianity is rapidly increasing in 
this county; and it is increasing, 
too, not because there is an external 
pressure that forces public sentiment 
into an unnatural channel — not be- 
cause men flee to this out of hatred 
to orthodoxy— not because it is a 
choice of evils ; but because men 
begin to learn that Unitarianism is 
of itself a great good ; because it 
increases the happiness, the prospe- 
rity, the moral excellence and eleva- 
tion of the community; more still, 
because men learn and feel that this 
faith prepares them, more and better 
than any other, for the full enjoy- 
ment of a never-ending existence ; 
for heaven, and Christ, and God. 
Men begin to feel that their minds 
may be elevated, that their aspira- 
tions of praise may rise purely to the 
throne of the Omnipotent, that their 
affections may be purified, and that 
they can have right feelings towards 
their fellow-men, and Christ and 
God, without passing through that 
all-dissolving crucible, a modern 
revival. The protracted meetings 
the last season have, in my humble 
judgment, done more for our faith 
than we could have done in the same 
time by our most strenuous exer- 
tions/ 

From the review that has now 
been taken of the operations of the 
Society during the past year, the 
Committee feel that they are autho- 
rized to congratulate its members on 
the present prosperous state of the 
institution, and upon the encouraging 
prospects before us. The unexam- 
pled demand for our publications, 
the success which has attended the 
late appeal to the Unitarian body, 
and the favourable disposition with 
which our views are regarded and 
received by the people, not only in 
Our commonwealth, but throughout 
Netf England, and etefy where else 



where they are proclaimed — these 
are the facts which we would adduce 
as the grounds of our rejoicing. We 
rejoice then in these things. We 
rejoice in them, not as showing the 
increase of a sect or party, but as 
indicating the prevalence and diffu- 
sion of higher and better views of 
religion. We do not rejoice as for 
the triumph of some novel doctrine. 
No, our faith is no new thing. It 
is as old as the gospel. We hold it 
to be the primitive faith, the very 
word of truth, that in the beginning 
was preached by Jesus. We hold it 
to be * the faith once delivered to 
the saints '—the faith of the Evan^ 
gelists and the Apostles— the faith 
of the three first centuries — the faith 
that was sealed by the blood of mar- 
tyrs and attested by the voice of 
ages. We avow and defend it not 
from a love of controversy* nor from 
an attachment to a distinctive name. 
We love our views of religion, not 
because they are Unitarianism, but 
because they are Christianity — 
Christianity in a simpler and purer 
form than can be found in any other 
system. We do not deny that others 
hold the truth — we trust they do— - 
we believe they do ; but then they 
hold it, as we conceive, mixed with 
and adulterated by error ; and this 
error, so far as it is really compre- 
hended and embraced, counteracts or 
neutralizes the effect of the truth. 
We love Unitarian Christianity, be- 
cause it is * a doctrine according to 
godliness ' — because it is eminently 
adapted to make men heavenly 
minded, spiritual, and holy. We 
know that it is often represented as 
a sy9tem of bare negations. To us 
it is full of positive; cheering, life- 
giving truths. It makes men holy 
and happy here, and it prepares 
them for a blessed hereafter. We 
believe it on the authority of Scrip- 
ture, and we believe it, too, ' for its 
very works' sake.' We love it for 
the good it has done in the world. 
We thank God that it gives us joy 
and hope in believing, and speaks 
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comfort and peace to our hearts. We 
cling to it as our best support in trial 
and affliction ; it is the anchor to 
our souls, sure and steadfast. We 
feel that all we can do in the vindi- 
cation and diffusion of such a reli- 
gion falls infinitely short of its worth 
and its claims. For all the proofs 
we have ofits extension and triumph, 
we thank God, and give unto him 
the glory ; and in all the hopes we 
are permitted to cherish of its final 
and universal diffusion, we * rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice.' 



RKPORT OF THE FOREIGN DE- 
PARTMENT OF THE AMERICAN 
UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION. 

May 29th, 1832. 

As respects the condition and pro- 
spects of Unitarian Christianity be- 
yond the borders of our own country, 
there are a few statements to be 
made, which, although of no unusual 
interest, are yet of a character to 
gratify those who are waiting for the 
improvement of the world and the 
triumph of truth. 

In Great Britain, we have the 
gratification of perceiving that our 
friends pursue their good work with 
unabated zeal and a still improving 
spirit. We have been especially 
made to rejoice in the success which 
has attended their efforts to establish 
a ministry in London on the model 
of that of Dr. Tuckerman in this 
city. The project has been warmly 
and eloquently advocated, — the ne- 
cessary subscription liberally made, — 
and the Rev. Mr. Philp, recently of 
Lincoln, has actually received the 
appointment, and, perhaps, has al- 
ready entered on his important and 
charitable labours*. 

* While this Report is going through the 
press, we have the high satisfaction of learn- 
ing not only that Mr. Philp has actually 
entered on his duties in London, but that a 
similar mission is about being commenced 
in Manchester; to support which, one indi- 
vidual of the Unitarian Society in Mosely- 
street has offered between two and three 
hundred pounds a year. 



We heartily congratulate our 
English friends on this event, and 
devoutly bid them God's speed ; and 
add to it the wish and prayer that 
this co-operation in similar plans of 
benevolence may tend to draw more 
closely the bonds of brotherhood be- 
tween us, and to warm the hearts of 
all with a yet more active spirit of 
benevolence. 

In Scotland many circumstances 
have occurred to excite an increased 
interest in Unitarian views ; several 
new societies have been gathered, 
and the Scottish Unitarian Asso- 
ciation has been organized. In Ire- 
land, also, our brethren who passed 
so nobly through their trial, continue 
to * stand fast in one spirit, striving 
together for the faith of the gospel, 
and in nothing terrified by their 
adversaries.' What may be the ef- 
fect of the present important political 
movements on the prospects of reli- 
gion in the British Empire, it is 
difficult to foresee. We cannot per- 
suade ourselves, however, that it can 
be other than good. For a season it 
may, perhaps, distract men's atten- 
tion from religious discussion, but 
the tendency is unquestionably to- 
ward freedom of mind, — this must 
result favourably to the truth ; and 
it is impossible not to think, that 
when the embarrassments thrown in 
the way of free inquiry and free 
profession by the operation of the 
Establishment shall have been re- 
moved, the truth will run with new 
speed, and be glorified by an exten- 
sion that it never yet has enjoyed. 
We have confidence that this an- 
ticipation cannot be disappointed. 
Meantime, it becomes us to reci- 
procate every expression of cordial 
good-will which our brethren extend 
toward us, and to wish for them the 
enjoyment and the blessings of that 
liberty of conscience which has so 
long been partially denied them. 

In passing to France, we have to 
regret the interruption of a cor- 
respondence from which we had 
expected to derive much minute in- 
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formation. We are, in consequence, 
only able to state in general terms, 
that, although the unsettled political 
condition of the country has, to a 
certain extent, interrupted the at- 
tention which was beginning to be 
earnestly given to religion, yet the 
times are there still characterised by 
a spirit of religious inquiry, awaken- 
ing with fresh zeal after its long 
suspension, and turning with favour- 
able eyes toward the Protestant 
faith. Of the inquirers thus engaged , 
we are assured that no small pro- 
portion are desirous to find a more 
liberal and rational faith than that 
presented by Orthodox Protestantism, 
and have turned their attention to 
Unitarian representations of the gos- 
pel. Some of the distinguished Pro* 
testant ministers are of anti-calvinistic 
sentiments, and are engaged in en- 
lightening the public through the 
press as well as from the pulpit. 
The design has been agitated of 
creating a society expressly for Uni- 
tarian worship in Paris, which is 
probably only suspended until more 
quiet times shall arrive. And, mean- 
time, the English and American 
residents have formed such a society, 
have provided a preacher, are en- 
gaged in the regular support of Chris- 
tian institutions, and have formed 
the Unitarian Association of France. 
From this body a long and interest- 
ing communication has been received, 
which has been extensively circulated, 
and to which your secretary has re- 
plied in a letter of sympathy and 
encouragement. 

Concerning Geneva nothing has 
transpired of any moment, beyond 
what is already familiarly known 
through the public journals. The 
Company of the Pastors, with its 
accustomed and well-known libe- 
rality, has installed amongst its 
members a new preacher of Ortho- 
dox sentiments, notwithstanding the 
unworthy measures which that party 
have pursued toward the Company. 
We cannot say, however, that we 
see reason to hope any conciliating 



result from this Christian measure 
of moderation. Everything shows 
that the evangelical party are re- 
solved at any rate, and by any means, 
to pursue their own ends, and destroy, 
if possible, the ancient establish- 
ments of the country. A new theo- 
logical school has been erected by 
them in the city, and a new set of 
professors introduced for the purpose 
of opposing the present order of 
things, and bringing back the domi- 
nion of Calvin in the church. That 
they will find pupils, and be able, to a 
certain extent, to distract the public 
mind, we do not doubt. But we trust 
that, through the fidelity of the watch- 
men in that venerable citadel, and 
the blessing of God on his church, 
they will be unable to arrest the 
actual progress of truth, or turn 
back for three hundred years the 
march of Christian improvement. 

We are happy in being able to 
announce the opening of a corre- 
spondence with the Unitarians of 
Transylvania during the past year. 
A Transylvanian nobleman, accom- 
panied by a professor of the univer- 
sity, being on a visit to the United 
States, brought letters to your secre- 
tary — expressed great interest in the 
religious institutions of the country 
—gave and received much informa- 
tion — and promised to maintain a 
regular interchange of letters after 
returning to their home. It is par- 
ticularly gratifying to have thus 
favourably opened to us a channel 
of communication with that ancient 
fraternity, which still flourishes in 
wealth, learning, distinction, and 
numbers, and constitutes one of the 
most interesting divisions of the 
church. 

From this oldest member of our 
brotherhood, we pass, in the last 
place, to the most recent — that little, 
humble, but devout and zealous hand- 
ful of the faithful, collected in the 
extreme East by the ministry of that 
lowly apostle, William Roberts. We 
should do wrong to name him with- 
out an expression of veneration for 
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his patience of faith and labours of 
love. He still lives and toils for the 
progress of the gospel and the sal- 
vation of the heathen. Besides his 
own little body of converts at Madras, 
he has the pleasure pf seeing another 
collected in another place through 
the instrumentality of a native 
teacher, whom he himself converted 
and instructed ; and of seeing two 
of his sons preparing themselves to 
prosecute the same work. One of 
there still pursues his studies under 
the superintendence of the Rev. J. 
R. Beard, in Manchester, and is 
spoken of as a youth of promise. 
His brother is in a course of pre- 
paration elsewhere, aided by funds 
from America. May they and their 
excellent parent live to labour long, 
and to see the fruit of their labours : 
not only honoured as instruments in 
the hand of God to plant a branch 
of the Christian church in that 
heathen land, but also to stir up in 
the hearts of their Christian brethren 
in Europe and America, a deeper 
interest and a warmer sympathy in 
that great cause of the extension of 
the gospel ! 

It would be easy to add to the 
pages of this Report by enlarging 
on the various topics of remark which 
crowd on the mind, as it reflects 
on the survey which we have now 
rapidly taken. But it cannot be 
necessary. It is sufficient to remind 
the brethren of the American Uni- 
tarian Association that they are not 
■ — as they must perceive— a solitary, 
insulated body. They are a portion 
of the company of believers scattered 
abroad in every region of the globe ; 
they are members of a community 
which has numerous adherents and 
important interests all over the world, 
and it is their duty to extend their 
sympathy and fellowship, and their 
charity and prayers, to all these their 
wide spread brethren of a common 
faith. It should be the result of the 
survey we have taken, and of the 
meeting we are holding, to enlarge 
our hearts and excite our zeal, till 



we shall learn to know and bless 

all who bear the name of brethren 
wherever they may be, and to extend 
the blessings of that name to all who 
are so unhappy as not yet to enjqy 
them. 



CANADA : THE LATE REV. DAVID 
HUGHES. 

To the Ediior. 

Dear Sir, — I beg to submit to your 
perusal an extract from The Canadian 
Herald, of a correspondence between 
a Trinitarian and a Unitarian, occrt 
sioned by the death of the late Rev. 
David Hughes, who died of cholera 
on the 10th of last August; if you 
think proper, I should wish it to be 
inserted in the next Unitarian Chro~ 
nicle. At the same time, allow me 
to suggest the propriety of an appeal 
to the sympathy and benevolence of 
the Unitarian public in behalf of the 
bereaved widow and family of Mr. 
Hughes. In addition to the heavy 
expense attending the voyage to 
America, (whither they were induced 
to go in the hope of amending their 
circumstances, and of doing which 
they had the most encouraging pro- 
spect,) and procuring necessary ac- 
commodations on their arrival there, 
their expenses were greatly increased 
by the death of one of the daughters, 
and the dangerous illness of a son. 
Should any persons be disposed to 
contribute towards the assistance of 
this afflicted and bereaved family, 
they are requested to pay such con- 
tributions into the hands of Mr. 
Horwood, Unitarian Association 
Rooms, 3, Walbrook Buildings, Wal- 
brook. I am, dear Sir, with sincere 
regards, 

Your obedient Servant, 
Samuel Fawcett. 
Yeovil, November 16th, 1832. 

We cordially unite in the sug* 
gestion of our estimable friend, the 
writer of the above letter. The cir- 
cumstances are so peculiarly affect- 
ing, that they constitute an appeal to 
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sympathy which any addition would 
faut weaken. Unitarians have never 
been backward on such occasions) 
nor will (hey now? We have taken 
the liberty of substituting Mr. Hor- 
wood's name for that of the individual 
mentioned by Mr. Fawcett, not from 
any disinclination on his part, for he is 
anxious to promote the subscription, 
and has already interested himself 
for that purpose, but because sending 
to the Unitarian Association Office 
will be generally more convenient, and 
in many cases save expense in the 
postage of letters and acknowledg- 
ments. An account of Mr. Hughes's 
arrival and death was inserted in our 
last, since whioh, we have received a 
letter from Mr. Teulon, of Montreal, 
in which, after speaking in strong 
terms of Mr. Hughes's services, and 
of the sad event which followed, he 
thus continues : — 

* This melancholy loss has left 
Mrs. Hughes in a foreign country, 
with one son of eighteen years of 
£ge, by trade a watchmaker, but 
who, as he can obtain no employment 
in this country, will, together with 
Mrs. H., and one daughter of ten 
years, return to England as soon as 
we can find a vessel bound to the 
west of England. Since Mr. Hughes's 
death, the second daughter, a very 
fine girl of thirteen, has been also 
carried off by the same terrible com- 
plaint, after eight or ten hours illness. 
These various trials have left Mrs. 
H. much broken down in spirit, and 
I fear it will be long before she 
again recovers her wonted strength 
of nerve ; she is at present staying 
with me, and will continue so to do, 
with her youngest daughter, until 
she returns. 

* 1 am not aware whether there is 
any fund in England for the support 
or assistance of Ministers' widows, 
but I am sure, if there is, you will not 
fail to use your influence to obtain 
for Mrs. H. every assistance in your 
power. By her losses she has be- 
come dependent upon the bounty of 
her friends, Mr. H., from the small- 



ness of his salary at Yeovil, and the 
largeness of his family, having been 
unable to lay anything up for his 
widow. 

4 With respect to our future pro- 
ceedings, we still keep on with our 
building, and have written to a gen- 
tleman in the States, and hope soon 
to have the Unitarians in a body, and 
no longer, as at present, without any 
head or fellow-feeling. I shall, from 
time to time, write upon this subject. 

4 1 have been unwell for some time 
past, but hope I am now in a fair 
way of recovery. 

4 Oct. 2. Since writing the above, 
Mr. M. Harding arrived. You know 
he was the Unitarian Minister of 
Plymouth ; he preached here four or 
five times, but by the American Uni- 
tarians he was thought not sufficiently 
eloquent, and, therefore, they would 
not engage him ; so now we have a 
good room fitted up that will con- 
tain with ease 300 persons, and 
no preacher; but in a short time 
we expect some of the American 
preachers in, and I hope it will not 
be long before the Society will be 
fairly established. 

4 The city is now healthy, only one 
or two cases of cholera per week, but 
every now and then it threatens to 
return, by attacking six or seven in 
a day ; business is also recovering.' 

The following are the extracts 
from the Canadian Herald^ sent by 
our correspondent : — 

4 At Coteau du Lac, on the 9th in- 
stant, the Rev. David Hughes, for- 
merly Unitarian minister of Yeovil, 
Somersetshire, England, aged forty- 
seven years. Few of the fatal ra- 
vages of cholera call so awfully upon 
the survivors to 44 be also ready" as 
the death of this gentleman. 

4 On Thursday morning he left his 
family in good health and spirits, on 
his way to the Upper Province, and 
in less than sixteen hours afterwards, 
he was called from the service of his 
Lord and Master upon earth, to the 
more exalted and glorified realities of 
His presence, in the highest sane- 
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tuary. During Mr. Hughes's short 
stay in this city, he had endeared 
himself to his brethren in the faith, 
by an unassuming piety, by a suavity 
and benignity of disposition, and by 
a calm and rational annunciation of 
"what he believed to be the truth of 
God, which will leave a lasting im- 
pression on their minds. Scenes of 
future usefulness, in the service of 
his Heavenly Father, in this city, 
seemed to be opening for him ; but 
it has pleased God to call on his 
brethren and friends to receive with 
resignation the disappointment of 
their hopes of enjoying the benefits 
of his ministry, and, in the spirit of 
Christian resignation, to say to Him 
whose Providence does nothing in 
vain among the children of men, ,4 Thy 
will be done." ' 

2.— To the Editor of the Montreal 
Herald, 

Sir,— I do not wish to trouble your 
readers with a long story : but if I 
stretch my communications to a line 
or two beyond a short paragraph, 
the importance of the subject will, I 
trust, excuse me. Under the head of 
* Deaths,' in the Montreal Gazette of 
the 11th instant, is a notice of the 
death of Mr. David Hughes, styled 
Rev., formerly Unitarian minister 
of Yeovil, England, quoted from the 
*Courant/ With reference to this 
notice, which says — * He was called 
from the service of his Lord and 
Master upon earth to the more exalted 
and glorified realities of His presence 
in the highest sanctuary,' — * but it 
has pleased God to call on his bre- 
thren, &c, to receive it with resig- 
nation, in the spirit of Christian re- 
signation, &c.' — with the deceased I 
have nothing to do, but with the in- 
consistent Christian Trinitarian I 
have a controversy. The above 
smooth piece is thrown out as a trap 
to the unwary, by the cunning cor- 
respondent, who would slily insi- 
nuate that David Hughes was a 
Christian T and that all we are bre- 



thren. If Christ is not divine, thett 
he is not the Lord and Master of 
David Hughes, but of his brethren 
of human flesh, merely ; to call Christ 
Lord and Master, then would be 
idolatry in a Unitarian, and which 
Christ our Lord forbids. But, Sir, 
I suspect that the Lord and Master 
referred to is not Christ, or that 
Christ is not meant by it — it is a 
covert expression, a snare, a trap! 4 In 
the spirit of Christian resignation 1 ' 
These are roguish expressions de- 
signed to gull Christians by. Re- 
member, Christians, that a Unitarian 
is no more a Christian than an Arian, 
or a Jew is one. Could not the old 
Gazette insert the death of this 
perhaps excellent member of society, 
without preaching his funeral sermon, 
and recommending his creed, with- 
out the application of the divine 
efficacy of Christ's satisfaction? And, 
perhaps, I would not say thus much 
by way of argument with that sect, 
only to warn Christians against their 
soul-killing tenets. And I trust the 

* Herald' will not object to disp. erse 
an antidote to the poison of the 

* Courant,' for the administering of 
which, the old Gazette, it would 
appear, has become a voluntary 
agent. 

Yours, Sir, 

Trinitarian. 

3.— To the Editor of the New 
Montreal Gazette. 

Sir, — I have read with mingled 
feelings of regret and surprise, in 
your paper of the 16th, a commu- 
nication over the signature 4 Trini- 
tarian/ containing some remarks on 
the death of the late Rev. David 
Hughes, which call for a short notice ; 
and as you have made the * Herald' 
the medium of publicity to these 
remarks, I hope you will in justice 
to the venerable dead, who has thus 
been treated in a manner that by no 
means bespeaks a kind or Christian- 
like spirit, give me a place in your 
columns for a brief reply. 
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Montreal has been called to witness 
the death of many ministers of reli- 
gion, and where those personages 
have merited a good report, obituary 
notices have been admitted into our 
public prints, in whicli their zeal and 
piety, their usefulness and perseve- 
rance in the cause of religion, have 
been deservedly and justly praised. 
I have read many of these articles, 
and although the venerable subjects 
of them, whose devotion to the sacred 
wore of religion gave to their me- 
mory a just claim to such brief 
commendations, differed widely from 
me in matters of faith, never till 
now did I think that any person 
would allow themselves so far to 
overstep the boundaries of good 
feeling, as to make the peculiarities 
of their respective creeds subjects 
for uncharitable or unkind remarks 
in the public journals. The faithful 
Catholic priest lias often received 
just commendation for his devoted- 
ness to his sacred office from Pro- 
testants. Catholic editors, and their 
correspondents holding the same re- 
ligious belief, have dwelt with plea- 
sure on the labours and good of 
distinguished Protestant ministers ; 
and the sincere pleasure and good 
feeling with which these remarks 
have from time to time been received 
by all denominations is highly cre- 
ditable to the liberal and tolerant 
feelings of the people of Canada. 
Unitarians have resided in this city 
for upwards of a quarter of a century 
—have joined heart and hand with 
their orthodox brethren in works of 
charity, benevolence, and mercy ; — 
have expressed their pleasure at the 
progress of Christian principles, and 
the gathering together of congre- 
gations, who, though differing from 
them in some essential articles of 
faith, are, nevertheless, sincere and 
conscientious professors of religion ; 
but never have they lifted the pen to 
wound the feelings of mourning 
relatives, weeping over the bereave- 
ments of death, or to denounce the 
doom of final condemnation upon 



those who conscientiously differ from 
them in religious belief. With pain 
and sorrow am I constrained to say, 
that their liberality has been thus re- 
quited. A Unitarian minister came 
among us, and was the first who 
openly and avowedly preached those 
doctrines in this city. He brought 
with him an unsullied character, he 
conducted himself with the utmost 
propriety, disarming even envy of 
her darts ; he was suddenly carried 
away with pestilence, under most 
melancholy circumstances ; and not- 
withstanding all these collateral ag- 
gravations, which ought to have 
disarmed the most obdurate resent- 
ment, his mourning widow and weep- 
ing orphans have had their wounded 
hearts rent by a public denunciation 
of their beloved relative — a denun- 
ciation which denies to him the name 
of Christian, and avers for him — 
* there is no salvation.' I do not 
write to you, Sir, to treat such con- 
duct with resentment or harshness. 
Unitarians have long been accus- 
tomed to hear their faith condemned, 
and they have bowed in meekness 
under such treatment, and prayed 
for their persecutors ; and, in this 
instance, I do not know one Uni- 
tarian in this city who would not, 
from the bottom of his heart, offer up for 
your correspondent the supplication — 
4 Father, forgive him.' Your cor- 
respondent has done an act of in- 
justice to his Trinitarian brethren in 
assuming the signature he wrote. I 
have extensive acquaintance among 
Trinitarian Christians in the city, 
and I bear them testimony, that they 
participate not in the spirit of your 
correspondent; and I think I am 
safe in saying, ninety-nine out of a 
hundred of them condemn his present 
conduct as harsh, ill-timed, and in- 
judicious. Such a censure of his 
conduct by his orthodox brethren 
will be the only one cast on him; 
for Unitarians, who have been long 
accustomed to receive reproach from 
without in meekness and forgiveness, 
will not dare to denounce him ; while 
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time they will entertain and of biblical research; John 
jratitude to such as feel Milton, the illustrious author of 



at the same 
unfeigned gratitude 
for the wound that has been inflicted ' Paradise Lost/ and a long catalogue 
on them in the present instance. Of men eminent for learning and 
Your correspondent, not content piety, to whom the world looks back 
with such severe remarks, and in- with veneration and respect ; and yet 
directly applying to Mr. Hughes, has for these men your correspondent 
shut out Unitarians from the pale of has told us 4 there is no salvation/ 
Christianity— has declared that fbf That the Immortal Ruler of the 
them * there is no salvation/ that hearts of men may inspire him with 
their creed is a * withering creed/ ft better spirit in time to come, is the 
and that their tenets are* soul-killing/ humble prayer of— m 
The columns of a commercial news- A Unitarian Christian. 

paper are not the channel through 

which a detailed reply to such accu* 

sations should come ; the remarks CHRISTIAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
that call even for this brief reply Sift, — I am desirous of asking a 
should, in my humble opinion, never question through the medium either 
have had a place in such columns, of the* Repository/ Or the 4 Unitarian 
and I therefore will be as brief as Chronicle/ with reference to the 
possible on the point. The faith Christian Tract Society, 
which has been denounced in your At present I must confess myself 
columns requires a firm belief in the unable to comprehend What benefit 
one only living and true God, as he results to the community from the 
was declared to Israel by Moses and circumstance of the little works that 
the Prophets, and preached to all Society has sent forth being published 
nations by Jesus Christ and his by subscription, and under the aus* 
Apostles. It takes the Bible and pices of a Society at all, except as ft 
the Bible only as the guide in forming guarantee that they shall contain 
religious belief, and adopts it as the nothing orthodox, 
only rule to which the Christian is Ts this guarantee worth the cost ? 
subject in faith and morals ; and in I find that 86l. 5s* have been sub- 
the rules of moral conduct Unitarians scribed during the last year, and 
differ nothing from the Trinitarian, seven of the old tracts reprinted, 
It rejects the term * Trinity/ because besides three new ones. Subscribers 
the word is not to be found in either are allowed to purchase tracts at 
the old or new Testament. It has prices somewhat reduced indeed, but 
been said, that Unitarians deny still not so low as the Penny Tracts 
Christ, whereas they accept him as sold by Houlston and Co., which are 
described in the Holy Scriptures, and undertaken at a risk, and purchased 
as such acknowledge him to be their of the authors at the rate of Si. for 
Lord and Master, their Saviour and every tract of twelve pages. Corn- 
Mediator. This, Sir, is a brief out- paring these with the charity tracts 
line of the faith which your cor- published by the Christian Tract 
respondent has branded with con- Society, I find the former contain in 
demnation, and which is believed by general more letter-press, besides 
Unitarians to be the faith once de- the wood-cut frontispiece ; and that 
livered to the saints — a faith in the same reduction is made to those 
■which they can acknowledge, as who purchase per dozen, as is made 
brethren — John Locke, one of the to subscribers to the Christian Tract 
most eminent philosophers of the Society of half-a-guinea annually, 
human mind; Sir Isaac Newton, Let your readers examine the Tract of 
whose name stands pre-eminently • Rebecca Price/ lately published by- 
distinguished in the annals of science the Society. It cafltaine a bare i wetii 
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one pages of printed matter, and sells 
for 2cL ; whereas Houlston's, which 
contain in every page fire lines more, 
seldom offer less than eleven pages 
and a half of letter-press. It may 
be said that the donations of Tracts 
made by the -Society must be taken 
into the account* Unquestionably; 
but following a rule which I have 
hitherto found admits of but very 
few exceptions, I should say, that 
what is thus given away is not the 
most valued, and that not all the 
forced means resorted to on this 
occasion have probably procured so 
large a circulation among the poor, 
as lias been obtained by Houlston's 
Tracts. It is true some of the latter 
are highly orthodox, and it may be 
a saving of time to those persons 
who are in the habit of giving Tracts, 
to have them published by a society 
which may be depended on for not 
circulating anything liable to objec- 
tions on the score of doctrine ; but 
it should, at the same time, be remem- 
bered, that the known or suspected 
Unitarianism of the Christian Tract 
Society is a means of preventing, to 
a great extent, the circulation ^of its 
books, while in reality they are not 
more Unitarian than a number of the 
Wellington Tracts, which lie under 
no such stigma. I believe I am not 
Wrong in saying, indeed, that some 
of the latter are written by Unita- 
rians, and among others, that the 
authoress of * Illustrations of Poli- 
tical Economy' has not thought it 
beneath her to contribute to them. 
Why therefore, if good tracts, I will 
boldly say better and cheaper, con- 
veying the same moral and religious 
views, are to be had, without all the 
machinery of reports, subscriptions, 
secretaries, and annual meetings, 
should the public be called on to up- 
hold so expensive a concern ? — A. 



JOHN MANSELL. 
8ia, — About thirty-four years since 
I was a zealous Calvinist, resident 
in London. I recollect there was 



some sensation at that period re- 
specting a Mr. Mansell, a Calvinistic, 
or particular Baptist Minister, whom 
the celebrated W. Huntington had 
introduced to London or its vicinity, 
as one supporting his peculiar views 
of the Gospel. The sensation was 
occasioned by this Mansell becoming 
an open and avowed heretic, preach- 
ing and writing against the Holy 
Trinity. An acquaintance of mine, 
a young man, lent me the book, 
which I read, and many an angry 
and bitter controversy had my friend 
and 1 on the subject ; as I then con- 
sidered the belief of the doctrine of 
the Trinity essential to salvation. 
Nevertheless, the reading of the 
book made some impression on my 
mind, which I could not well get rid 
of; and 1 devoutly wished X had 
never seen the publication, as it had 
in some measure disturbed and un- 
settled my mind. I told my friend 
I would argue no more with him on 
the subject, as it only stirred up 
ungodly passions, and tended to 
no real good. After this 1 accom- 
panied my friend, one dark winter's 
night, to some chapel in the Borough 
to hear this then celebrated Mansell. 
I saw in the pulpit an apparently 
plain, frank, honest, open-hearted 
man, who preached a most excellent 
sermon in defence of his new views, 
from the conclusion of the Lord's 
Prayer—" Thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, forever, Amen.'' 
I never forgot that discourse; I 
never shall forget it while conscious- 
ness exists. He showed that all 
authority, government, power and 
glory originated from the one God 
and Father of all, and must all ter- 
minate in him. He showed us, that 
though Christ was the ambassador 
of God, the prophet, the messenger, 
the image, the form — even the Son 
of God, yet he was not God himself; 
for that all things, all beings were 
subordinate to God; that Jesus 
Christ was Lord, in a higher sense 
than any other created being, but 
that h« was Lord only to the glory 
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of the one God the Father. I was 
dumb before my friend ; I only re- 
marked he seemed to have studied 
well his subject — I would think of it. 
I shortly after this left London, 
to enter on my ministerial career 
as a Calvinist ; in five years, after I 
was compelled, from conviction, to 
avow myself a Unitarian. About a 
year after this, according to my best 
recollection, I went on a visit to 
London, accidentally met with my 
old friend, and learned there had been 
great disputes in the Mansell so- 
ciety, or church ; that they were in a 
state of anarchy and disorganization, 
on account of strict discipline and 
pecuniary matters ; and if my me- 
mory does not deceive me, — this 
friend of mine had become the enemy 
of Mansell, and had written a pam- 
phlet against him. I know no more. 
1 have often wished to know the 
fate of poor Mansell. I once talked 
with the late Rev. W. Vidler re- 
specting him ; he said he had heard 
of him ; would institute inquiries, 
and insert the result in the periodical 
he conducted— * The Universalist's 
Miscellany,' afterwards the * Univer- 
sal Theological Magazine/ the pre- 
cursor of the 4 Monthly Repository. 1 
1 think Mansell was a shoemaker. 
I understood the book cost 50/. 
printing, and he had to work hard at 
his last and lapstone to liquidate the 
debt. I am afraid the Unitarians of 
that day were of too gentlemanly a 
description to notice such a person as 
poor Mansell ; though a better spirit 
revived among them a few years 
afterwards, which I had ample ex- 
perience of myself. I have often 
thought that Man sell's end was not 
glorious ; that either his Unitarian ism 
ended in nothing, or that he went 
back to orthodoxy. I should like 
much to learn his history and fate. 

Yours, &c. 

John Platts. 

To J. C. of Hampstead. 



Thb Unitarian Chapel, South Place, 
Finsbury, was re-opened on Sunday, 



the 18th of November, by Mr. Fox, 
the Minister of the Chapel, when 
Collections were made towards the 
expense of the repairs, amounting 
to about 230/., and nearly 150/. was 
received. The morning sermon was 
on the first subject of the following 
series, to be continued regularly on 
each succeeding Sunday morning, 
until the course is completed: — I. 
Christ's Mission; 2. the Character 
of God ; 3. the Principle of Morality; 

4. the Education of the Human Race ; 

5. Futurity. 



Sidmouth, November 21st, 1832. 
Sir,— The Rev. W. James having 
resigned the pastorship of the Uni- 
tarian congregation in this town, ». 
(to succeed the Rev. W. S. Brown 
at Bridge water,) will* leave us at 
Christmas, and we shall then be in 
want of a minister. 

The congregation here, though not 
large, is respectable, aud has been 
within the last* year or two in- 
creasing; and there is a Sunday 
School connected with the chapel, in 
which we have, I believe, more than 
ninety children. 

It may not be improper to state 
that, as our salary is not large, we 
should wish, if possible, to have 
with us a minister to whom salary 
would not be so much an object, and 
who would prefer a residence on the 
Devonshire coast. 

C. W. Smith. 

Treasurer to the Congregation. 

The Rev. C. C. Nutter, late of 
Stockton-upon-Tees, has accepted 
the situation of Minister of the 
Unitarian congregation at Hinckley. 
The society at Stockton is, conse- 
quently, in want of a Minister. 
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